


— —— 
— 











———$——— ty 





I Ai 

















RADIO 








SCREEN 

















ST 





AGE 








MARIETY 


PRICE 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th St., 
Entered as second-class matter December 22, 1906, at the 


COPYRIGHT, 1 


New York, N. Y¥., by Variety, Inc. 


933, BY VARIETY, INC. 


Annual subscription, $6. it 
Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Single copies, 15 cents, 








Vol. 112 No. 5 


NEW YORK, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1933 


56 PAGES 











10-MONTH BIG TOP TOURS 


= 





Gratis Postal Wires to U.S. Dailies for 
Play-by-Play Yarn on Film Premiere 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

The play-by-play description of 
the opening night in the forecourt 
ef Grauman's Chinese Thursday 
might (12) for the opening of Mae 
West's ‘I'm No Angel,’ will be wired 
east by correspondents of six differ- 
ent news syndicates. 

Stunt is a national exploitation 
gag for the picture. Reps of the 
wire services will be spotted on a 
high platform, overlooking the fore- 
court. Each will have a telegraph 
operator shooting his stuff to east- 
ern headquarters via a direct plug- 
in of the teletype line. 

Operators and teletypes, together 
with cost of all copy transmission, 
will be complimentary by Postal 
Telegraph. Stunt gets over with the 
Syndicates through their ability to 
secure reams of copy on an opening 
here without having to pay the 
freight. 

George Schaeffer, local represen- 
tative for the Chicago ‘Tribune’ 
Syndicate and New York ‘Daily 
News,’ will be one of the five to get 
an operator and teletype for speed- 
ing the news to his sheets. 

Vostal, in its fight with Western 
Union for studio business, has 
agreed to deliver the play-by-play 
accounts of the various correspon- 
dents direct to newspapers desir- 
ing the coverage on the premiere. 


JAZZIQUE OPERA BRINGS 
"EM TO U.S.A. FOR COIN 





Sudden influx of European mu- 
Bical topnotchers in the ‘modern’ 
movement has pretty nearly all the 
leaders of that field in or on the 
way to the United States. Recep- 
tion thus far has been exception- 
ally fine, with a strong indication 
that the U. S. is in for a healthy 
dose of ‘modern music.’ 

In New York for the past month 
working on rehearsals of a new 
opera is Gorge Antheil. His opera 
“Helen Retires,’ was written to 
Iyrics by John Erskine and gets its 
world premiere by the Julliard 
School on about Dec. 15, with a 
Possible Broadway run following. 

On the way to the U. S. is Arnold 
Schoenberg, who, with Igor Stra- 
vinsky, is a leader of the mod- 
ern school, though on different mu- 
sical tangents. Schoenberg is the 
inventor of geometric music and is 
a German Nazi exile. School is be- 
ing built for him here. 


Edgar Varese arrived in New 
York several days ago to look 
S®round and see what he can do 


about getting his ditties played, and 
Aaron Copeland is also around. 

Report that Kurt Weill would 
like to come over and a New York 
music publisher is negotiating for 
the publication of Weill’'s music in 
the U. S, 








Just Time Spenders 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Legion convention here was 
a bust as far as the World's 
Fair was concerned. Expected 
surge of trade for concessions 
didn’t materialize. Legion men 
failed to attend the Fair, as 
indicated by the admission fig- 
ures, average being 103,000 per 
day during the convention. 

Average before the conven- 
tion was over 200,000 proving 
that even the regviar Fair 
patrons stayed at home dur- 
ing the convention, probably 
frightened by roughhouse tac- 
tics of conventionizing Legion- 
aires. 


Editors Sulk 
Because Govt. 
Ballys Radio 


‘A general attack has _ been 
launched by broadcasters against 
newspapers,’ is the interpretation of 
CBS’ recently established news- 
gathering bureau made by E. H. 
Harris of the Richmond, Indiana, 
Palladium-Item. Harris is chair- 
man of the radio committee of the 
Newspaper Publishers Ass’n. 

‘The constant use of radio broad- 
casting by the Federal Government 
to get its message across to the 
people shows plainly that the broad- 
casters have succeeded in over-sell- 
ing the administration on the ad- 
vantages of radio _ broadcasting,’ 
Harris declares in his bulletin on 
the subject. 

Other publishers’ reprisal meth- 
ods have been mulled and voiced 
around. 


$1,500,000 MAYORALTY 
EXPLOITATION BUDGET 


The mayoralty election this fallis 
wide open, Tammany will spend a 
reported $1,500,000 on the campaign 
to re-elect John P. O'Brien. Large 
sums are already being subscribed 
by important Tam allies, it is said. 

In previous years, with the Tiger 
in safe control, the campaign funds 
have been $300,000 or $400,000. 

F. H. La Guardia, as the Fusion 
candidate, and Joseph V. McKee, 
the independent entry are forcing 
the heavy campaign expenditure, 
along with the fact that the Wig- 
wam is torn asunder from within 














FR FF-FOR-AL| IN Pre-Prohi Cafe Names Reclaiming 
Broadway Spots from Yellow Peril 


ROUTING TRICKS 


——_——- 


Gumpertz Remaking Saw- 
dust Business — Ringling 
Circuses Call Off All Pro- 
tected Territory and In- 
vite a Family Scramble 
for Dates 


AGENTS ON THEIR TOES 


Beginning next spring all Ring- 
ling controlled shows will undergo 
radical innovations. Chief change 
will be a nine and a possible 10- 
month season. Such a run would 
open the tent outfits in April and 
close them around Christmas. Move 
is a direct return to the 1900 days 
when circuses were still a major 
factor in America’s show diet. 

Policy switch is due to Samuei 
Gumpertz. He is bringing to the 
white tent industry, business ideas 
and methods. Gumpertz this year 
had his first taste of circus troup- 
ing. He liked it. This came after 
his appointment by John Ringling to 
the helm position of the country’s 
largest circus, the Ringling-B.&B. 
outfit, and their American circus 
holdings. 

Figuring the amount of money in- 
vested Gumpertz couldn’t see why, 
just because a little frost was in the 
air, every circus had to tear down 
and hit for winter quarters. He's 
even figured repairs and wear and 
knows a longer season will be the 
rule henceforth. Troupers, who 
have been having tough pickings 
these past few years, are elated. 

Elastic Routes 

Another change will be the terri- 
tory division. Past year the Al G. 
3arnes show, because some of the 
larger spots held out for the bigger 
show, was jocked about. Careful 
checkup of the books reveals this 
outfit got its best days in the larger 
cities. In the 1934 season there will 
likely be no holdout of choice spots. 
First general agent beating the oth- 
er fellow to the stand gets it. When 
all but the Ringling show were 
owned by the Ballard-Muggivan 
combination all general agents 
waged as much hell and warfare as 
if they were the sole individuals. 
Best agent and the boy fastest on 
his feet caused his show to turn in 

(Continued on page 50) 





Intermission 


Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 
Men's washroom attendant 
at the Orpheum caught a guy 
shaving there one evening. 
Explanation was that, realiz- 
length of the show 
and 10 acts of 
vaude) and having a dinner 
late, the shaver brought his 


ing the 
(double bill 











through leaders bolting, etc, 


| 
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utensils with him. | 
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That Calif. Spirit 


Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 

Earthquake last Sunday 
night here threw a scare into 
everybody, but the well-known 
Californian spirit came to the 
fore Monday when a radio 
news announcer said: 

‘Further beneficial settling of 
the earth following the earth- 
quake of last March occurred 
last night when a slight tremor 
was felt in the city P 


MINNIE AUTO 
RACES NAB 
SHEKELS 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

One of the most profitable amuse- 
ments which has hit these parts in 
some time is the miniature auto 
races. Everyone connected with the 
biz is making dough, especially the 
drivers, who had figured on a hard 
winter ahead, following the shut- 
down of most of the speedways on 
which the larger cars are used. 
These events, at which filmdom is 
always well represented, are held 
three times a week at various tracks 
located in and around Los Angeles. 

There are about 49 midget cars 
in the game, with each driver clean- 
ing up better than $50 a week. 
Their pay is regulated according to 
their appearances at the speedway, 
with each race netting from $10 to 

25 regardless of whether the driver 
places first. The promoter engages 
the driver and his car for so many 
events at a set amount, with the 
latter only required to finish every 
race to collect his dough. 

The cost of these little racers 
runs up to $1,000. Their size must 
not be over 91 cubic inch displace- 
ment or over 60-inch wheelbase. 
The average speed of these jobs 
while racing is around 50 miles an 
hour. 

Such popularity has been created 
since the starting of the races re- 
cently that it is reported that they 
may be instituted at Ascot Speed- 
way. 

















Pastures’ Verdant in Dixie 





Roanoke, Va., Oct. 9. 


‘The Green Pastures’ opened its 


southern road tour here last week | 


to excéllent attendance. Colored 


cast drama moved on to Greens- 
boro, N. C., where Richard B. Har- 
rison ‘de Lawd’ of the play was 


presented with a key to the city by 
the mayor and other officials. 
First time for a southern city to 


+ 





_—————__ 


Cafe and restaurant men know 
that almost any Chinese restaurant 
in America today has a sales price 
on it. Within recent memory, it 
was the so-called Yellow Peril of 
Broadway which monopolized the 
nite life of a post-prohibition Main 
Drag and accounted for straight 
food grosses of $25,000 and $30,000 
a week, That was the take, some 
weeks, at the Palais D’Or on the site 
of the historic Palais Royal, Broad- 
way and 48th street, strictly be- 
cause the large capacities and pop 
scales, with elaborate floor shows 
and the no-booze thing, engaged the 
public fancy. 

Ever since the Hollywood and 
Paradise restaurants within a block 
of the Palais D'Or, for example, 
have commenced clicking off $20,000 
weekly grosses on their own, every 
chowmeinery felt it, and pronto. 

Sentimentally Favored 

The reclamation and revival of 

‘roadway is all the more senti- 
mentally favored, as a result. Pa- 
lais Royal is slated to be itself, once 
again, under its original Salvin per- 
sonal management. 

On the site of the old Churchill's 
at 49th and Broadway there sprang 
up a Yoeng’s restaurant, also a Chi- 
ese-American institution, and for 
many years after prohibition a 
money-maker. That, too, is slated 
for repatriation. Abe Lyman is 
planning to take it overs on his own 
and possibly reinstate the Church- 
ill’s name. 

Ditto such names as Rector’s and 
Reisenweber's are due to go up in 
lights once again. Louis Fischer, 
son-in-law of the late John Reisen- 
weber, and a member of the New 
York City liquor control board, will 
be associated in a revived Reisen- 
weber's with John Steinberg and 
Joe Moss intesested and Guy Lom- 
bardo’s band the most likely attrace 
tion, 


200,000 EXPO WORKERS 
GO NATIVE IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 
Estimated that the theatres local- 
ly will have 200,000 more drawing 
population after the World's Fair 
This is the number of 
in town 








than before. 
people figured to remain 
after the Exposition, having come 
to town for jobs at the Fair and 
who havé settled down in Chicago, 
This was also the case at the 
time of 1893 Fair when something 
like 150,000 people came to work at 
the Fair and have remained sincs, 
Particularly did a flock of musi- 
cians migrate to Chi at that time 
due to the number of traveling 
bands. That side of it has been cut 
out in this Fair since all musicians 
the ground ire of the local 


s0 honor a Negro actor. j union 
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Handing the Folks 


From Back Home 


Copies of Garbo's Frocks for $17 


+ 


Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 
Local department store, usually 
snooty about any picture tieups, 


has gone for a separate dress sec- 


tion devoted to replicas of gowns 
picture stars in 
Where the 
often $1,000 to design and 
put together a dress for a film, the 
store is retailing an echo for $17. 
Pictures of the players, wearing 
the frocks, are on display along 
with the copies, and the store is 
aiming particularly at the Kansas 
and Iowa visitors who long to take 


worn by 
their 


femme 
pictures studio 


spends 


back home with them a Garbo 
clinger or a Harlow  no-brassy 
model, even if it is in a_ stylish 
stout size. 

But the store product, sold at 
$17.50, precludes any attempt to 
imitate the expensive trimmings, 
gadgets or fabrics the originals 


sported 


CHET ERSKIN EASTERN 
PRODUCER OF UA UNIT 


An eastern producing unit simila 





to Reliance which produces on the 
west coast and releases through 
United Artists, with Joe Schenck 
and Harry Goetz of Reliance, re- 
ported as the backers, will go into 
the old Biograph studio, New York. 

Chester Erskin will te the eastern 
producer, plans calling for a prob- 
able six pictures this year. They 
will be released under a trade name 
other than Reliance, it is under 
stood. 





Kalmar, Ruby Start 
On 3-Way Contract 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 


Kalmar and Harry Ruby 
started at Warners last week on 
their term writing ticket. First as- 
signment will be an original story 
for Joe ©. Brown. 

Contract for the team calls for 
their writing originals, adaptations 
and musical numbers. 


Par Sets ‘Death’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 


Paramount has set Fredric 
March, Ev’ lyr Venable and Sir Guy 
Standing in ‘Death Takes a Holi- 
day,’ with Mitchell Leisen or Stuart 
Walker © direct. 


SAFETY FOR 5 YRS. 
Albuquerque, N. M., Oct. 9. 
Mildred Lehrman who went to 
Hollywood to do some_ specialty 
numbers under contract to RKO 
was handed a jolt when a local 
judge made her the ward of the 
court when accused of driving on 
the wrong side of the road and 
causing the death of Charles Ras- 
sau. 
She is 


Bert 








driving 
She did 


prohibited from 
until she is 21; 16 now. 
some work in ‘Down to Rio.’ 
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On Chin for Extras 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Slump in extra work during the 
past week. Total was 7,144 with 
the fall-off coming during the last 
two days. 
Previous 
$,713. 


LOEW GLOBE TROTTING 
BY AEROPLANE AGAIN 





week t: score was 








Arthur Loew is charting out a 
new world trip, to start ‘n about 


two months. Along similar lines to 
the world trip he started a year 
ago, which ended in the crackup of 
his plane in South Africa, although 
Loew hasn't figured out the route 
yet. 

He will use planes during the trip 
wherever available or feasible. In- 
tention is to visit every capital city 
and country of size in the world. 


On the Mend 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Mrs. Lionel Barrymore is greatly 
improved at the Good Samaritan 
hospital after a long illness. 

Mrs. Erie Von Stroheim on the 
road to recovery following serious 
burns and is now able to sit up. She 
is at the Queen of Angels hospital. 
Mrs. Malcolm Stuart Boylan is also 
there, recouping from an abdominal 
operation. 

Joe Blank, who broke his arm 
when he fell from the roof of a 
Paramount stage, is knitting at the 
Golden State hospital. 


‘Adeline’ Talker 


Rowland & Brice will make 
‘Sweet Adeline’ as a musical talker 
for Paramount release. Indie firm 
figures on starting at the Astoria, 
L. L, studio with a cast borrowed 
from the major studios. 

Film rights to the legit musical 
of three seasons ago was obtained 
by R&B from Arthur and Oscar 
Hammerstein and Jerome Kern. 
Monte Brice will direct, Bill Row- 
land supervising. 

Par 1s releasing the firm’s sec- 
ond feature, ‘Take a Chance,’ Oct. 
27, its New York date set for the 
Paramount. 

















PAR’S ETHER SHORT 


Paramount will use.its news lab- 
oratory on West 43rd street, New 
York, as a studio for production of 
a musical one-reeler with an all- 
radio cast. 


Line-up will contain the X Sis- 
ters, Molasses and January, Vaughn 
DeLeath, Poet Prince and Mary 
Small. All but Miss DeLeath were 
set with Par by NBC. 





WB TESTING COLEMAN 


Charles Coleman, baritone from 
legit, was tested in New York last 
week by Warners. 

Coleman is currently in 
morette, musical. 
arranged the test. 


‘Am- 
Joe Schoenfeld 





DOT DELL’S PAR CHANCE 
Miss Universe of 1930, Dorothy 
Dell, who has worked with F. & M. 
| units and in legit, goes picture via 
| Par. 
Usual contract with options. 


(New York to Paris), 
(lle de France). 

Oct. 7 (New York to Paris) Henri 
de la Falaise, Clifford Blanchard 
(Lafayette). 

Oct. 7 (New York to Bermuda) 
Courtney Burr, Dude Harris (Mon- 
arch of Bermuda). 

Oct. 7 (New York to Paris), Jack 





Oct. 31 
Lesser 


Sol 


Barstyne (Franconia). 
Oct. 5 (New York to Berlin) 
Richard Eichberg, Arnold Press- 


burg (Bremen). 

Oct. 5 (New York to California) 
Symon Gould (Pres. Monroe). 

Oct. 4 (New York to London) Fred 
Astaire (Berengaria). 

Sept. 30 (London to New York) 
|E. H. Sothern, LA.R. Wylie (Aqui- 
ltania). 








LZ 5-- 
WILL MAHONEY 


The Cincinnati “Times-Star” said: 
“Will Mahoney’s dance on the xylo- 
phone is one of the best achieve- 
ments seen in the theatre. His 
dancing is cause for admiration, but 
that tap dance on the Mahoney- 
phone is worthy of amazement.” 


All Communications Direct to 


WILL MAHONEY, 54 Malibu Beach 
Pacific Palisades, Calif. 








Barristers Missing 
Agent Biz, and May 
Trek from Hollywood 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Hollywood attorneys are on the 
fence whether to stay in Hollywood 
or follow the trek of agents to Bev- 
erly Hills. 
Lawyers count on the 10 percent- 
ers for a good part of their busi- 
ness. With about half the agency 
dealings now conducted in Beverly 
Hills, and the remaining Hollywood 
agents pricing rentals there, the 
counsellors want to chase out after 
their clients. 
Beverly Hills, however, is still 
chiefly a residence town with little 
other business transacted there, and 
the legalites would have to do 
plenty of pioneering. So far no 
big attorneys have moved. 

Exodus of agents to Beverly is 
hurting Hollywood business con- 
siderably. Example was the mov- 
ing of Joyce-Selznick office from 
Vine and Hollywood boulevard to 
Beverly. Agency employed 25 peo- 
ple, occupied an entire floor in an 
office building, and brought hun- 
dreds of people to the corner daily 
in the ordinary course of business. 
Merchants, particularly in the build- 
ing, are missing their trade. 

Cheaper rent, taxes and license 
fees are attracting the agents to 
Beverly. 








Garnett and Ex-Wife Back 
West, but Not Together 


Tay Garnett, Universal director, 
who made ‘S.O.S. Iceberg’ abroad, 
has returned to Universal City. He 
came in on the S, S. Berengaria. 

His ex-wife, Patsy Ruth Miller, 
who divorced the director in Vienna, 
left for her home in Hollywood Sat- 
urday (7). She came back to the 
states on the same boat with her 
ex-director-husband. 





Colleen Moore, Ex-Film Factory Hand 
Learns About Art and Forgets {t 





~ 0. May OK ‘Baby Face’ 


Columbus, Oct. 9. 

Ohio film censors understood to 
have undergone a turn of mind 
about ‘Baby Face’ (WB) which 
they flatly rejected at first. 

Feeling in trade is that the pic- 
ture will soon be approved for im- 
mediate release in this state. 


Jack White, Al Christie 
Producing at Astoria 





Jack White and Al Christie are 
making series of shorts for Edu- 
cational at the ERPI (old Para- 
mount) s‘udios at Astoria, L. I. 
for Fox release. White is on the 


musical ‘shorts and Christie the 
straight comedies. 
Mosconi Brothers will do the 


dance staging for the White series. 
His first with Lillian Roth and 
Ernest Truex starts this week. 


So Wot! 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Although Lupe Velez and Johnny 
Weissmuller obtained a marriage 
license Saturday (7) in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, no record of a marriage 
has been discovered, with actress 
stating that her manager ‘will make 
a statement at the proper time.’ 
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Ray Long-Cohn to East, 
Report Spingold Dispute 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Ray Long, Columbia Pictures’ 
new story head on the Coast, ar- 
rives in New York with Harry Cohn 
from Hollywood early this week. 
Cohn is said to be coming in to 
straighten out a wrangle with Nate 
Spingold, who joined his organiza- 
tion early this year, over some 
stock. 

Spingold is reported to be claim- 
ing an option on 10,000 shares of 
stock at a certain price as part of 
an understanding if his affiliation 
with Columbia continued after six 
months. 





COLORING TRIVERS 
Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Second two-reel assignment for 


Barry ‘Trivers at Warners is to 
write ‘Centerville Follies,’ color 
short. 


His first, ‘Not Tonight, Josephine,’ 
went into work today (9). 





Harkrider ‘Showboating’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Jack Harkrider will design the 


costumes for ‘Showboat’ at Uni- 
versal, 
Just returned from the east. Be- 
fore that did ‘Roman Scandal’ 
clothes. 





Those Expensive Air-Buggies 





Yet Film Toppers Setting Pace with Twenty 
Grand Limousines 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
It is said ‘when Hollywood starts 
a fad, the rest of the world follows.’ 
If this adage is carried out is this 


instance, there will be plenty of 
bent pocketbooks as the pic moguls 
have gone in for airplanes. 

Already more than 25 celebs are 
owners of air limousines. Among 
those included in this group, of 
which the greater majority are 
pilots, are Henry King, Hal Roach, 
Wallace Beery, Ken Maynard, Ben 
Lyon, Clarence Brown, Arthur Loew 
and Hoot Gibson. 

These air-minded film personali- 
lies are no pikers when it comes to 
owning the best and many of them 
have laid down plenty of dough, 
just to be in the clique. 

How long this fad will last is a 
toss-up, but with the aviation biz 
rapidly gaining the top-rung, they 
may figure on keeping the ships to 








use commercially when their b. e. 
appeal does a tail-spin. Many are 
making the yen useful and are usinz 
their sky-buggies when on distant 
locations to spend week-ends at 
home. 

Beginners in this biz, if they in- 
tend to do it up thoroughly, are 
finding it very costly. The starter 
is the license, which runs $250 and 
up. Then comes the big lump, when 
they plunk down better than 20 
grand for the ship, the calibre used 
in the film colony. After that it is 
only a matter of renting a hangar, 
which is based on footage-rate. 
Average cost is $25 a month. If 
there is any extra dough left, then 
you can go flying. Those not in the 
heavy dough are using the renting 
system after getting their license 
and this sets them back approxi- 
mately $25 a hour. 

So far, no one has earnestly gone 
in for gliders or auto-gyros. 
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By CECELIA AGER 
While Colleen Moore was biding 
her time in Hollywood last year, 


waiting for Metro to put her in a 
picture, she used to go to pictures 
every night. find a 
double feature bill, so much the 
better. Miss Moore was catching 
up on her home work. 

She'd been out 


If she could 


of pictures fo: 
three years, but now Metro had 
signed her on a year’s contract. and 


Miss Moore wanted to be all ready 
when the day came—and Miss 
Moore prayed it would come soon— 
that she would be told they’d found 
a story for her, so report to work. 
Acting for had 
last Miss Moore 


pictures changed 


since had graced 
the screen; she'd better, she 
herself, find out how. 
She was full of 
those days. 


said to 


enthusiasm in 
That nice contract with 
that nice Metro. An ‘art’ studio, 
she’d been told, and she’d always 
worked in a factory before. It would 
be good for her, she felt, to put her 
future in the hands of art. And so, 
though other studios at the time 
talked to her of contracts at highe: 
salaries, she signed with Metro 
She wanted art. 
Factory Vs. Art 


As the months went by while she 
drew her salary but no assignment, 
while stories were being written for 
her and then discarded as too this 
or too that she began to wonder: 
did she do right? Does art mean 
waiting six months while rafts of 
writers take their turn at tinkering 
with a script, oniy to shelve it at 
the end? 

She recalled her factory experi- 
ence, remembered how while she 
was shooting one picture, its suc- 
cessor was ready for her, so that 
her week between pictures was 
spent in costume fittings for tne 
next. No wondering, no waiting, no 
confidence-assailing doubts that 
maybe there was something the 
matter with her that no story would 
suit her. Oh, of course, they were 
trying, all right. They always told 
her they were trying when she'd 
walk into the front office and ask 
pleadingly, well what about me? 

Now that it’s all over, now that 
that year ended with Mr. Lasky 
luckily borrowing her for the finish 
of her Metro contract, now that 
she’s signed to do a picture for 
Radio, she looks back on it all and 
thinks maybe she ought to be grate- 
ful for that experience, at that. It 


taught her a lot of things she'd 
never known before. 
Waiting, she had the time, the 


leisure to go to pictures, the time 


to study them carefully, to note 
how acting’s changed since her 
silent apprenticeship. She was 


brought up in a school of panto- 
mime, where everything was said 
with the hands and eyes. People 
acted all over the place in those 
days, emoted, carried on—the heav- 
ier the betters But today, she dis- 
covered, what an actress suppressed 
was what affected the audience the 
most. Let her act as was acting, 
and they didn’t give a darn; let her 
keep it all inside, let her feel deeply, 
honestly, quietly—and it broke 
through to them. 
Bottled Up Acting 

Miss Moore took it all in, and 
made some resolutions. When her 
chance came, she knew now what 
she was going to do. Above all, to 
be casual. Not to show one-smidge 
of emotion, but hold it down, down. 
Restraint, take a scene and cut it 
in half again, and then maybe it 
would be right, maybe it would be 
truly moving. She tried it in ‘The 
Power and the Glory.’ It must have 
worked, for she’s signed again. 

She learned too, that an actress 
needs a manager, She got herself 
one. The better you know picture 
producers and executives, she 
lieves, the more important it is that 
someone else handle your business 
dealings with them. You can't 
fight, insist upon your rights when 
you’re talking to your friends—but 
your manager can. 

So, though her return to the screen 
was delayed another year—and each 
year in an actress's life is precious 
—she got something out of it any- 


be- 


way. She knows now about art— 
and that she can do without it. 
She’s regained all her respect for 


Pictures made at a price, and for 
factories. They turn out thei 
tures on schedule, and thei 


pic- 


ac- 





tresses act. 
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Ten Dance Directors Have Corner 
On Staging in Musical Pictures 


* 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Through the cycle of musical pic- 
tures, started by Warners’ ‘42nd 


Street,’ and during which a dozen 
have reached the screen with more 


to follow, dance directing until re- 
cently was a closed shop with four 
men, Busby Berkeley, Larry Ce- 
ballos, LeRoy Prinz and Sammy 
Lee having a corner on the busi- 
ness. 

Until several months ago, studios 
believed that only two dance direc- 
tors existed, Berkeley and Ceballos. 
Since that time, the others have 
gained recognition. 

Albertina Rasch, brought here by 
Metro, and Coleanette are the only 
ballet producers working in pic- 
tures, 

ftecently other dance producers 
have been edging into the screen 
field. Seymour Felix did the Marx 
Brothers’ picture, ‘Duck Soup.’ Bud 
Murray has been engaged for 
Charles R. Rogers’ ‘Eight Girls in 
a Boat. Jack Haskell is working 
on one for Bryan Foy. Dave Ben- 
nett recently returned to the coast 
and is dickering for a Metro job. 
Bennett was the first name director 
to hit pictures when the first mu- 
sical craze got started and Telix 
was out here a few years ago with 
‘Sunnyside Up’ his main contribu- 
tion. 

10 Sewed Up 

Those 10, however, have what 
dance producing there is in pictures 
sewed up. Berkeley built a rep 
through his Warner and Goldwyn 
pictures. He specializes in big 
productions using around 100 girls. 
He and Prinz both try to give ef- 
fect production to dance numbers 
using only 12 or 15 girls. Sammy 
Lee's first large production will be 
Metro’s ‘Dancing Lady.’ Lee, under 
contract to Fox, will do ‘Movie- 
tone Follies’ for that studio. 

Battle of the dance directors has 
been hot and heavy at times, with 
few of them ready to admit that 
the other fellow has anything. Most 
of the animosity has been caused 
by the studios’ lack of knowledge 
of number production, the major 
lots feeling that only one or two 
men knew how to transfer a mu- 
sical number to the screen. Then, 
too. studios were caught unpre- 
pared when musicals did a revival. 
Only Ceballos, who had been stag- 
ing presentations for Fanchon & 
Marco, and Prinz, who did several 
musical shows here, were on the 
coast. Both had had previous pic- 
ture experience and were known to 
the studios. However, despite 
Prinz’ rep, he only landed his first 
picture, “Too Much Harmony,’ sev- 
eral weeks ago. His work on the 
picture landed him a term contract. 

Lee’s Small Chance 

Despite being on the Fox lot for 
two years, Lee has had little 
chance to do anything spectacular, 
due to the studio being against mu- 
sical. in the past. Recently, the 
two Lilian Harvey pictures, ‘My 
Lips Betray’ and ‘My Weakness,’ 
have given him a small opportunity 
te break loose. ‘Movietone Follies’ 
and George White's ‘Scandals’ 
should further give this dance 
stager a chance to go to town. 


2 Auto Victims, Lyle 
Talbot Quite Critical 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

The condition of Lyle Talbot, 
critically injured Sunday (8) in an 
auto crash, is reported improved to- 
day (9) at the Cedars of Lebanon 
hospital. 

Director W. S. Van Dyke was also 
bruised in a Sunday. 








Tough ‘Angel’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

After completing 19 scripts of ‘I 
Married an Angel,’ Metro has de- 
cided to abandon the musical for 
a while and try again later. 

Jeanette MacDonald, 
scheduled to be the angel, 
given another assignment. 
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Sime’s Will 


The will of Sime Silverman, 
founder of VARIETY, discloses that he 
has left 300 shares of the capital 
stock of his corporation to eight 
members of the staff. The re- 
mainder of the estate, valued at 
‘more than $10,000,’ is divided among 
his family. 

The boys who will share in the 
VARIETY stock are Abel Green, Har- 
old Erichs, Louis Rydell, and Hal 
Halperin, each of whom receives in 
trust 50 shares, and Joshua Lowe, 
Jack Pulaski, Joe Bigelow and Bob 


Landry, who receive 25 shares each. 
They will hold this stock outright 
at the age of 50 if still in the em- 
ploy of VaArRieTy, and if they die 
while in the employ of the paper 
their widows are to get the income 
for life. This stock eventually re- 
verts to the estate. 

The will, drawn April 16, 1931, 
stipulates that Mrs. Silverman, the 
widow, is to have one-half the es- 
tate, but excepts stock in VARIETY 
and the paper’s office building in 
New York. Mrs. Silverman is also 
bequeathed a life estate in twenty- 
six-fiftieths of the residuary estate. 
Upon her death this trust passes to 
the son, Sid, who also receives 25 
shares of the VARIETY stock and who 
is named executor and trustee with- 
out bond. 

Mrs. Rachel Silverman, Sime’s 
mother, is given the income for life 
of sixteen-fiftieths of the residue 
and after her death the principal 
goes to Mrs. Marie Saxon Silver- 
man, the daughter-in-law. 

Miss Anne Silverman, a sister, is 
given the income from eight-fiftieths 
and in the event of her death the 
principal is to be divided between a 
brother, George, and another sis- 
ter, Mrs. Moses Goldsmith. 

Sarah Lochs, a servant in the 
family for years, is given a cash 
sum, 

The will waives claim to any 
financial obligation owed Sime by 
members of the family and directs 
that the executor not enforce such 
claims. 


QUESTION CANTOR IN 
WINCHELL LIBEL SUIT 


Supreme Court Justice Dore in 
New York last week agreed to let 
counsel for Walter Winchell take 
air mail testimony from Eddie Can- 
tor in connection with the column- 
ist’s defense from the $245,000 libel 
suit brought against him by the 
Fleetwood Foundation, Ince. Court 


also consented to delay trial of the 
action until a week after the return 
of Cantor's statement, 

Litigation grew out of a columnar 
slap Winchell took at those behind 
the promotion of a beach club near 
Long Beach, L. I. Proposition had 
Winchell, Cantor and Mark Hellin- 
ger as among those on the board of 
directors, and while the drive for 
membership was on Winchell de- 
clared himself in print as out of the 
thing and described it as a stock- 
selling scheme. Group who filed suit 
set up the claim that Winchell’s 
implications ruined their chances of 
succeeding with the project. 

Idea of last week’s motion on the 
part of Winchell’s counsel was to 
have Cantor, now in Hollywood, an- 
swer a list of questions submitted 
him by mail. In granting this re- 
quest Justice Dore stipulated that 
the Fleetwood bunch be allowed the 
privilege of sending Cantor a list of 











Court consented to the week’s de- 
lay of trial, dating from receipt of 


Cantor’s answers, with the provision | 
j 
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CUTLOOK DIN 


FOR STAND-INa 


—__—_-—- 


Few Make Good on Screen, 
with Future Employment 
Leading toc Positions as 
Valets and Maids 


AMBITIOUS, BUT— 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Another chapter of the unsung 
heroes of the screen involves those 
who stand in daily and go through 
all the preparatory posing and act- 
ing for the stars, only to step out 
of the picture when the real scenes 
are to be photographed, allowing 
the screen’s great to take their 
rightful places before the camera. 
It is doubtful if there is a stand-in 
in Hollywood who doesn’t think 


that he or she could do the scene 
much better than the star for whom 
they work, but that’s another story, 
usually one of stultified ambition or 
bad breaks. 

Stand-ins first entered pictures 
when screen stars became tempera- 
mental over delays in getting 
scenes photographed. Someone who 
looked like the star, was of the 
same build, not necessarily a dou- 
ble, was engaged to take the star's 
place under the hotlights while the 
lighting and camera were arranged. 
When this was completed the star 
stepped in, the stand-in out. 

No more pathetic figure exists in 
Hollywood currently than Sue Kel- 
logg, stand-in for Charlotte Henry, 
who was finally selected as Alice 
for Paramount's ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land.” Miss Kellogg was the run- 
ner-up in the search, almost had 
the part clinched until Miss Henry 
came along. The Kellogg girl had 
lived the Alice part for a year, ever 
since the picture was first proposed. 
When Miss Henry was finally se- 
lected, Miss Kellogg pleaded with 
the studio to give her the stand-in 
job. Now she does everything but 
act Alice. When Miss Henry works, 
she stands on the sidelines with a 
forlorn look, possibly imagining 
how well she could have played the 
part. 

Few stand-ins ever get far in 
pictures. Most of them after a 
while in pictures become glorified 
valets or maids. Stars become at- 
tached to them and want ‘’em 
around, giving them extra recom- 
pense to take care of personal af- 
fairs, 

Salary for the _ stander-inners 
runs from $30 to $40 weekly, with 
few getting more than the last 
amount. According to their value 
to the star, they are sometimes kept 
on salary between pictures, but most 
of them work from picture-to-pic- 
ture, with extra work filling in be- 
tween their stand-in jobs. 

Unless things are tough, and food 
must be eaten, extras shy from 
stand-in jobs, fearing they .will be- 
come typed as such and possibilities 
of a career are curbed. They’d 
rather miss a few meals than take 
a chance on becoming what they 
consider a feudal chattel. 


NO DUMB MIKE GAB 


At Mae West Opening Stale Stereo- 
type Out 











Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Efforts continue to stop film ce- 
lebs coming up to the mike at those 
calcium premieres and saying the 
same line, ‘I’m glad to be here and 
I know it will be a good picture.’ 


For the Mae West ‘I'm No Angel’ 
opener at the Chinese, Oct. 12, no 
one will be allowed at the mike un- 
less ‘impromptu’ speech has been 


previously written by the Para- 
' mount publicity department. 
3roadcast goes out over KNX, 


first opening blurber from this sta- 


! tion for more than a year. 











angry Need for New Film Faces, 
Every Studio on Talent Hunt 





Triple Threat 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Marlene Dietrich, with the 
help of Josef von Sternberg, 
ducked the press on her return 
to Hollywood. It took a Rolls- 
Royce, a Ford and a Buick to 
pull the trick, with the director 
going to Ludlow, Calif., where 
he joined the train. 

Second auto jumped to an- 
other station to get Miss Diet- 
rich, while the third picked up 
the baggage at San Bernar- 
dino. 


STUDIOS REVIVE 
SCHOOL SYSTEM 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

With Sidney R. Kent ordering 1 
talent school established at Fox, all 
major studios, with the exception of 
Radio, have reinstituted the school- 
ing system for budding talent, al- 
though the idea had been consid- 
ered not so hot for several years 
First school was established by 
Paramount seven years ago at the 
Long Island studio. Buddy Rogers 
and Thelma Todd became its most 
notable alumni. Later all studios 
developed the school idea, which 


was dropped three years ago as 
non-productive. 

Metro, Universal, Paramount and 
Warners have all decided that if 
youngsters are to be developed for 
the screen, they must have a rea- 
sonable amount of training in the 
studios. School idea is not a stand- 
ardized course in acting, but a 
chance for the embryo to develop 
their personalities or have person- 
alities thrust upon them. Only de- 
tailed part of the curriculum is 
voice placement and English which 
is meted out to the kids by coaches. 

Rest of the training consists of 
bit work and later, as they develop, 
small parts. Most of the kids must 
show some sort of promise at the 
end of the third month in the studio 
or be dropped. 

Salary while getting screen train- 
ing is never over $50 weekly. Met- 
ro in some cases pays as low as 
$30 weekly. Usually they get op- 
tional contracts when they enter the 
school which, with gradual salary 
tilts, rarely gets above $300 within 
five years. 

At present there are about 60 
youngsters in training at the vari- 
ous studios with each company sat- 
isfied if one out of its school makes 
the grade, 

Morris Ankrum, writer-player-di- 
rector, will conduct the Fox school, 
assisted by Lillian Barkley, drama- 
tic coach. The company, now in- 
cluding June Vlasek, Betty Bryson, 
Dixie Francis and Blanca Vischer. 
stages one-act plays. Tests are 
made twice a month. 


Farnum Lands me 


otlvweedl Oct. 9. 
Durante has gotten a 

















Jimmy 


manager for himself in Ralph G. | 


Farnum, who in the 
handle the 
stage and pictures. 

Lou Clayton, who has been guid- 
in. the 
Jackson and 


Durante broke up, 


}continues as Durante’s personal rep. ! 


Farnum’s lengthy association witl 
Will Mahoney has been severed. 
Both are on the Coast, with word 
emanating from there that one of 
the theatre’s best known 
agent business and personal rela- 
tionships had ended. 


actor- 


future will} 
well-dressed man for! 


Schnozzola since Clayton, | 
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In hopes of finding featured tale 
ent that can be eventually devel- 
oped into star material, all majors 
are on the widest search in picture 
history for new faces. Scouts are 
going into all fields which might 
possibly yield screen personalities, 

This includes not only the stage, 
radio and music, but non-theatrical 
fields in search for beauty winners, 
models, ete., who may be nurtured 
into feature or star rating. 

Realization has come to virtually 
every company in the industry, and 
concurrently, that new above-title 
names are needed to replace the 
old, well-worn box-office names, 
many of which are beginning to 
show signs of waning. 

Paramount, Warner Bros., RKO 
and 20th Century, latter new, are 
handing out the largest number of 
contracts just now, with Metro a 
close competitor in that direction. 
These companies are going far 
afield in quest of faces to freshen 
the screen horizon. 

Mild Percentage 

Though signing a large number of 
people, most all of them young folks, 
to contracts reading three or six 
months with options, the studios 
figure that if one or two potential 
stars can be developed from the 
batch, it would be worth the effort. 

Tests are not as difficult as two 
years ago, at which time the majors 
were not so alarmed at the lack of 
new material coming forward. 

About five years ago a rather 
large batch got their chance, with 
most of the majors then on a new 
face spree. Many in that batch 
failed to arrive as star material 
though given many worthwhile fea- 
turing parts and, it appears, may be 
given up altogether now in favor of 
a new crowd. 

Majors, rather than carry certain 
featured players or use them in 
their own pictures, loan them to 
indies who formerly couldn’t ask 
a major for loan of a 1907 set. 

The present star array of the big 
studios is being weskened, it is felt, 
through majors overworking their 
best box-office personalities in ore 
der to protect stories. 


EX-PATHE EXECUTIVES 
ALLIED IN DISTILLERY 


Gloria Swanson office in New 
York has been shuttered, with no 
further activity contemplated for 
the time being. Tom Delehanty, 
who occupied the office as Miss 
Swanson’s personal rep, is off the 
payroll, 

Delehanty has gone to Boston to 
join the National Distillery Products 
Co., which means he’s out of show 
biz. Before joining Miss Swanson he 
was with Pathe as foreign rep. 
Quite a number of old Pathe execs 
have suddenly appeared on the 
salary lists of National Distillery, 
list including Pat Scollard, &d 
O'Leary and Ed Ballantyne. 


Berlin Just Social 


Irving Berlin flies to the coast 
tomorrow. (11) to visit Joseph M. 
Schenck and Max Winslow, who 
formerly managed the Berlin, Inc., 
; music publishing business. Winse- 
| low is now a producer for Columbia. 

The composer was offered the as- 
signment of the score for the Sam 
Goldwyn picture version of ‘The 
Wizard of Oz,’ but Berlin has made 
no decision about it and adds that 
| the Hollywood visit is not a busi- 
;} ness trip. 











Fox Takes Colyumist 
Jimmy Starr’s Novel 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 


Fox has purchased Jimmy Starr's 
novel, ‘365 Nights in Hollywood’, 
which the Hearst columnist wrote 

eral vears ago. 

William Conseiman to direct. 

j Claire Trevor set for the cast. 
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Balahan-Trendle Status Quo, but 
Par Sets 3 New Partnerships 
Incl. 50 Houses to Hoblitzelle 


First round in the court battle 
between John Balaban and George 
W. Trendle for partnership control 
with Paramount of latter's Detroit 
houses, many times postponed, was 
further delayed Friday (6) for a 
week to Friday (13). While court 
approval on this partnership was 
set back again, the trustees of Para- 
mount Publix and of Publix Enter- 
prises last week shot through three 
others setting up new corporate 
partnerships over various groups. 
These were the Karl Hoblitzelle, A. 
H. Blank and Hunter Perry operat- 
ing alliances. 

The Hoblitzelle partnership is the 
most involved of all since it groups 
subsidiary theatre companies of 
both Paramount Publix and of Pub- 
lix Enterprises. As a result PE 
trustees went into the courts Thurs- 
day (5) to get approval on theatres 
under its control, while the Par-Pub 
trustees went to court Friday (6) 
for okay on swinging its directly- 
owned houses into the deal. 

The Par-Publix trustees are con- 
cerned in the Dent circuit of around 
50 houses, split up into subsidiaries 
of Dent Theatres, Inc. 

Parent company trustees obtained 
approval for participation by Dent 
and itself in the Hoblitzelle deal, 
after PE the day before had re- 
eeived ratification for inclusion of 
its subsidiaries, Southern Enter- 
prises, Inc., and Dallas Realty & 
Building Co. Both companies oper- 
ate in Texas and have been sepa- 
rate and distinct up to now. 


How Financed 

Under the Dent transfer, a new 
corporation will be set up and the 
stock of all Dent subsidiaries trans- 
ferred to it. Dent Theatres, Inc., 
will sel! all its Class A stock to the 
new company, latter in turn giving 
P-P $1,500,000 in 5% income deben- 
tures. Of this amount, $800,000 will 
be retirable within 20 years at 214%, 
while $700,000 will be retirable also 
in 20 years, at 5%. 

Dent Theatres, Inc., keeps its 
Class B stock, selling the Class A 
to Hoblitzelle for $50,000 in cash, 

The theatres of the Dent group 
are in Texas and New Mexico. 

Those under the part of the deal 
in which PE participates are in 
other parts of Texas and Arkansas 
and Oklahoma. Under that portion 
of the complex partnership merging 
Hoblitzelle and Publix interests, 
Hoblitzelle pays Publix-Enterprises 
$25,000 in cash and the trustees re- 
ceive $700,000 in income debentures 
of the new company, plus one-half 
of the common stock of the Inter- 
state Circuit. 


Blank, Perry Deals 

The A. H. Blank partnership in 
Iowa and Nebraska, subsidiaries 
which include three that are in 
bankruptcy and against which Par 
has claims of $1,500,000, plus a simi- 
lar stock investment, also calls for 
organization of a new corporation. 
To it Par will assign its claims and 
stock interest in return for $800,000 
in income debentures of the new 
company, together with half of the 
common stock. Blank also puts up 
$25,000 personally. 


All the theatres involved are in 
the PE family. 
The other partnership approved 


is with Hunter Perry, over theatres 
in which he has had an interest all 
along, including Virginia-Tennes- 
see, Publix-Virginia and Publix- 
Newport News, Inc., all subsidiary 
to PE. 

When the new corporation is 
formed it will issue $125,000 in in- 
come debentures to PE, plus 51% 
of the common stock, Perry retain- 
ing 49% and paying into PE the 
sum of $10,000 on the deal. 

New corporations to be set up 
over these three subsidiaries are not 
named as yet but will be incorpo- 
rated as quickly as possible, accord- 
ing to trustee attorneys. 

Some delay in setup of Hoblit- 
zelle, Blank and Perry deals have 
been caused by the large amount 
of work involved in drawing deb- 
entures, etc, 





Title Changes 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Universal has substituted ‘Horse- 
play’ for ‘Tin Pants’ as the title of 
the forthcoming Summerville-Pitts 
feature. 
Same studio is hunting for a new 
handle to put on ‘Kid Gloves.’ 
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Zukor, Better, Back 


Able to travel but not sufficiently 
recovered as yet to resume former 


activity, Adolph Zukor returned to 
New York yesterday (Monday) 
from Hollywood where he spent 
several weeks in a local hospital. 
Mrs, Zukor, who rushed to the 
coast on learning of the Par presi- 
dent’s illness, returned east with 
him. 


BLUMBERG ADDS 
PALACE, 105TH 


Cleveland, Oct. 9. 
N. J. Blumberg was here last week 
to take the Palace and 105th St. 
theatres under his jurisdiction. 
With the addition of these two 
theatres, Blumberg’s division will 
run from Cleveland west to Omaha, 
taking in about 18 houses. This is 
the integral portion of the circuit 
as part of the old Orpheum group. 


Also reported that Blumberg 
may take the two RKO houses out 
on the Coast, 


RKO’S $750,000 CREDIT 
VIA CONSOLIDATED LAB 


Under a deal effective as of Oct. 
1, RKO is reported having negoti- 
ated for itself a revolving credit of 
some $750,000 with Consolidated 
Laboratory. This credit goes along 
with a renewal of the company’s 
printing deal with Consolidated for 
an additional year: 

Officially it is given that it is the 
intention of RKO to continue hav- 
ing all branches live rigidly within 
income, and that $750,000 credit may 
remain untouched. 

This lends impetus to predictions 
that the present state of receiver- 
ship of RKO may be washed up 
soon, 




















DIETZ BACK 


After five months on the coast 
working on the Metro musical, 
‘Hollywood Party,” Howard Dietz 
returned to the home office yester- 
day (Monday) by plane. 

MG’s ad pub director is doing a 
Broadway musical for Rowland 
Stebbins, ‘Three Cornered Hat.’ 





O. O. McIntyre, says: “Great Bar- 
rington, Vt., second oldest town in 
the Berkshires, welcomes’ with 
shaded streets of elm and cooper 
beeches. It is still current with 
ancient piety. There is a coziness 
and Browning Society culture into 
which commerce makes little in- 
roads. The oldest house, gallantly 
preserved, was the home of the poet 
Bryant. An old print of him is a 
double for York of York and King.” 


YORK and KING 


Direction: Curtis & Allen 
Palace, New York, This Wk. (Oct. 6) 








Picking Handle for 
Mushroom Indies Like 
Naming the 20th Kid 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
As hard as finding selling titles 
for pictures is picking names for the 
flock of new independent companies 
that are organizing here. No mat- 
ter how hard the boys try, the best 
handle they can figure out is gen- 
erally minus the kick they want. 


They admit it themselves. 

Because of inability to think up 
anything new, the indies are going 
back to the early days and taking 
names from companies in which 
they were formerly associated, or 
that have gone out of business. 
After a handle is set, officers of 
the company try to create a main 
title insignia that will stand out. 
Then the brain exercising starts all 
over again. 


KATZ MOVING IN ON 
THEATRE OPERATION 


Beginning to take a closer inter- 
est in the theatres which his trio 
of boys, Milt Feld, Dave Chatkin 
and Harry Katz, are operating as 
Monarch Theatres, it is expected 
Sam Katz will stick to this field 
rather than production. 

It has been maintained all along 
that Sam Katz was in no way in- 
erested in theatres, that this was 
something his brother, Harry, to- 
gether with the Feld-Chatkin team, 
were sponsoring themselves. 

















Fowler Works for Sheriff 





Getting Hollywood Coin to Do Story on 
His Father 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Ahead of the sheriff by $400, Gene 
Fowler is feeling the call of afflu- 
ence and is planning a trip to Eu- 
rope to write a new novel based on 
his old man. 

Fowler landed here four weeks 
ago by plane from New York to do 
the adaptation of ‘Operative 13’ for 
Metro. He burned to a crisp when 
he got off the plane. Tucked away 
in a vest pocket, he found a $100 
bill. It’s a well known fact that 
the Dude from Denver refuses to 
work unless he is broke with at 
least two sheriffs on his trail. 

Finding the cen‘ury note almost 
had Metro in a jar.x. Fowler pouted 
and smirked and couldn’t see why 
any man should work with 100 
megs to his name. Finally it was 
arranged that no one would know 
of his wealth, and that the studio 
would keep his secret. If the secret 
got out, Fowler threatened to quit 
Hollywood and go back and sit on 
his sandbar at Fire Island until the 
hundred disappeared. 





As soon as he completes his Met- 
ro assignment, he will, with his 
family, duck to Europe to start 
work on the novel, his first in three 
years. Fowler, Sr., evidently had a 
disposition like Junior. The old 
man owned a wilderness estate, 
lived happily until a_= stranger 
showed up and bought the estate 
and moved in. The old man from 
then on carried a permanent burn 
because he figured that he was a 
sucker to fall for the glib-tongued 
stranger’s money. Away from his 
wilderness home he found that he 
had no freedom. 

That’s the story Fowler tells and 
that’s what he’s going to put on 
paper and he won’t come back to 
Hollywood again until he’s broke, 
which is the financial condition he 
is in every time he lands in Holly- 
wood. But he loves it. 

Fowler’s ‘Timber Line,’ the story 
of Tammen, Bon fils and the Den- 
ver ‘Post,’ is reported ready for 
issue but may be held back until 





January. 





Finis for Hughes 





Hollywood, Oct. 9%. 
Howard Hughes, fair haired boy 
of pictures, who dropped $6-7,000,- 
000 washed up with industry 
when he disposed last week of as- 
sets of Multicolor at auction which 
brought 10c on the dollar. All that 


remains in his possession are neg- 
atives of such pictures as ‘Scarface’ 
and ‘Hell’s Angels’ and rights to 
‘Dangerous Ways,’ ‘Queer People,’ 
‘Titanic’ and ‘Zeppelin.’ 

Hughes is expected to liquidate 
on these properties shortly. 


(TH AVE. ROXY 
RETAINS NAME 


The old Roxy, on Seventh ave- 
nue, New York, retains the sole 
right to the use of the name ‘Roxy.’ 
This was finally determined Mon- 
day (9) when the VU. S. Supreme 
Court declined to entertain an ap- 
peal by RKO and S. L. Rothafel 
(Roxy) from a decision of the U. S. 


Circuit Court (N.Y.) last May 
granting the old Roxy that exclu- 
sive privilege. 

No opinion was handed down 
with the decision, so far as New 
York advices indicate. RKO and 
Roxy sought to have the Circuit 
Court decision reversed. Under 
that decision RKO is enjoined from 
using the Roxy name over the 
smaller of the two Radio City the- 
atres. 

Apparently the RKO people sur- 
mised the futility of their attempt 
to have the injunction against them 
and Rothafel vacated, for about a 
month ago, it was officially an- 
nounced that the smaller of the two 
R. C. spots would soon be decorated 
with a new name—the Centre the- 
atre. 

The fight over the use of the 
name Roxy has been in the swing 
as between RKO and Rothafel on 
the one hand and the old Roxy 
(Seventh avenue) for nearly a year 
and even before the Radio City 
houses were opened. The decision 
of the U. S. Supreme Court declin- 
ing to hear an appeal by RKO and 
Rothafel closes the legal squabble 
for all times. 











Show Boat’ Originals 
Up on U Remake Test 


Universal, through Bob Harris in 
the east, is testing Aunt Jemima 
and Jules Bledsoe of the original 
‘Show Boat’ cast for Frank Bor- 
zage’s remake of the Edna Ferber- 
Jerome Kern operetta. 

Charles Winninger is also being 
approached, but he wants $5,000 a 
week with a four-week minimum to 
re-create his Cap’n Andy for the 
screen, Helen Morgan and Sammy 
White likewise are being talked to 
east, latter (sans his ex-wife and 
partner, Eva Puck) going to the 
coast on spec shortly. 

U will probably spot Irene Dunne 
and John Boles or Guy Robertson 
for the leads, idea being to include 
a couple of flicker names. Robert- 
son is under B. P. Schulberg’s con- 
tract and is on the coast, but hasn't 
been called for any assignment as 
yet. 


Schulberg’s 8 for Par 


B. P. Schulberg resumes produc- 
tion in Hollywood, making a series 
of eight this season for Paramount 
release. First of the group a story 
called ‘Reunion’, 

Returning 10 days ago from his 
European vacation, he left New 
York Thursday (5) for the Coast. 

Sylvia Sidney, aespite her walk 
on the Chevalier picture, ‘Way to 
Love,’ left New York Friday (6) to 
return to the coast for Par. She 
goes into Schulberg’s ‘Reunion.’ — 














Further Legal Harassment to Par 
May Be Zirn's Next Court Procedure 


+ 


Efforts to drag Paramount back 
in the courts on its bankruptcy 
may be initiated by Samuel Zirn 
as a result of his failure so far be- 
fore the referee in bankruptcy to 
make any headway in questioning 
officials of Par, and Referee H. K, 
Davis’ ruling last week that Zirn 
will be limited to tomorrow's hear- 
ing (Wednesday). Zirn had asked 


for five or six days in which to 
question Ralph A. Kohn and Austin 
C. Keough as well as other officials 
or former officials of Par which he 
wished produced, including Adolph 


Zukor, John D. Hertz, Sidney R, 
Kent and Sam Katz, 
Although Zirn previously went 


into the courts, both U. 8S. District 
and the Circuit Court of Appeals, 
on motions of various kinds seeking 
to upset the bankruptcy and unseat 
Henry K. Davis as the referee, he 
has recently counted on an ex- 
haustive examination of officials, 
open to any creditor representative, 
in his fight in behalf of bondhold- 
ers. 
That CBS Deal 


To date he has been hald 
severely, Referee Davis last week 
ruling at a resumed hearing that 
Zirn was covering ground which al- 
ready had been gone into for the 
record. Among these is the Par deal 
with the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, turning back its 50% in- 
terest in the radio company, which 
had been entered for the record a 
long time back on questioning of 
Kohn by attorneys of the Par trus- 
tees. 

Among things which riled Zirn is 
that when those matters were be- 


down 


ing gone over, with Par’s own 
trustee attorneys doing all the 
questioning, independent counsel 


was not permitted to take any but 


a very perfunctory hand in the 
questioning. 
Zirn, who also attacks the large 


bonuses of Par executives in 1929 
and 1930 and disapproves of the 
A. C. Blumenthal settlement, states 
that an audit of Par as of March, 
1932, is being made independently 
to determine whether Par had any 
surplus and whether the deal with 
CBS, by which Par bought back its 
own stock, was valid or not. 

Due to being limited to tomore 
row’s hearing with no further quese 
tioning by Zirn apparently to be ale 
lowed by the referee, it is possible 
recourse may be taken in the courts, 
Referee Davis, in tiffs with Zirn, 
has often pointed out that he ale 
ways had the courts to turn to. 

If this audit under preparation 
shows Par did not have a surplus 
in March, 1932, at the time of the 
CBS turnback, it is promised suits 
will follow. 

The Zukor contract, asked for by 
Zirn, was entered for the record at 
last week’s hearing but not dis- 
cussed. . 


TAB ‘POST’ PLANNING 
GRATIS FILM CUIDE 


The N. Y. ‘Evening Post,’ now 
printed in tabloid size, will shortly 
begin publication of a daily di- 





rectory of picture houses in the 
metropolitan New York zone, list- 
ing first runs and the more im- 


portant subsequents, together with 
pictures on display. The paper will 
not charge the theatres, intending 
the directory distinctly as a service 
to ‘Post’ readers who have difficuity 
in finding certain pictures after they 
leave Broadway. 

The ‘Times’ once wanted to start 
a theatre directory and to charge 
all houses for it. ‘Sun’ at another 
time considered the same idea, also 
never starting it. 

Since the ‘Post’ went tab it has 
been carrying more film display 
copy, largely through having cut its 
rate. Its circulation since going tab 
has increased 22,000, it is reported. 





Wyler Gets ‘Gold’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

William Wyler is slated to direct 
‘Sutter’s Gold’ for Universal after 
completing ‘Counsellor at Law.’ 

Universal intends to make ‘Sut- 
ter’s Gold’ a special for early spring 
release. George O’Neill is writing 
the screen play from Blaise Cardra- 
ras’ novel. 
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CODE DUCKS BIG FILM PAY 





Estimated $345,000,000 Claims on Par 


Will Be Pared Down to $70,000,000; 
Those 99-Year Leases Run It Up 


With total claims filed against 
Paramount-Publix estimated to 
amount to around $345,000,000, it 
begins to look like the reorganiza- 
tion of the company may be put 
off for two months or more until 
the claims are finally and definitely 
sorted and weighed. 

Hard to gauge the full meaning of 
such an unprecedented total. Ap- 
parently creditors just threw in 
everything possible and much of 
the figure very probably comprises 
claims for future rents and like 
obligations. Referee H. K. Davis 
sitting on the Par bankruptcy issue, 
has ruled against claims for future 
rents. Court records are stated to 
uphold that opinion. 

That way the $345,000,000 will be 
trimmed plenty and in the end may 
be cut down to around $70,000,000 


or under. This is the approximate 
figure which the company people 
and trustees look to have finally 


approved considering all claims in- 
volved and in the aggregate. 

Those extended 99-year ground 
leases, éte., obviously run_ the 
claims, if and when for total value, 
up to such dizzy proportions. 

Among the piggest claims filed 
are one for around = $172,000,000 
against the Broadway Paramount 
Building and theatre. Understood 
that this claim was filed on behalf 
of the mortgage bondholders of the 
building by the latter’s attorneys. 
That's on account of the total bond 
issues, stated to be outstanding 
against the building, being only 
around $8,750,000. These bonds are 
presently in default. 

fecently an operating lease on 
the theatre was arranged with the 
bondholders’ committee. This is on 
a percentage basis. The rent under 
this new deal is at 124%%. That’s 
on a basis of $30,000 gross weekly. 
This would make the rent payable 
at around $3,750 weekly on that 
kind of income. 

However, estimates of the thea- 
tre’s grosses during the past year 
would hand the Broadway Par an 
average net of under $4,000, or 
around $200,000 yearly. This figure 
isn’t calculated as sufficient to meet 
the interest on the bonds outstand- 
ing. The bond interest alone 
amounts maybe to over $500,000 
annually. 

Bonds on the Broadway Para- 
mount being presently in default, 
neither the theatre nor the building 
are doing sufficiently to pay the op- 
erating overhead of both. 

On the Paramount building, it is 
said, the operating costs amount to 
somewhere around $400,000 annually. 
That includes about everything from 
insurance to taxes and the building. 

Another unusually large ciaim is 
that for $23,000,000 by the Allied 
Owners. This amount is supposed 
to cover Allied claims on buildings 
in various parts of the country, in- 
cluding the Brooklyn VParamcunt; 
Birmingham, Glen Falls, N. Y.; and 
Fremont, O., besides Par property 
in Jacksonville. Apparently these 
properties are those which Allied 
built for Par. 

Analysis would that 
this figure also comprises claims for 
future rent and such, as the original 
claim filed by Allied was only for 
around $7,000,000. Looks like Allied 
changed its mind afterward. 

Smoothing out all these claims 
with their enlarged figures looks to 
take plenty of effort and time on 
the part of the Par trustees as well 
as Referee Davis, to unravel. 

The total debentures outstanding 
against P-P probably does not ex- 
ceed $40,090,000. However, the 
elaims as filed include many for 
subsidiary companies and general 
creditors all around the company’s 
properties, or nearly so. 


conjecture 


WARNER DELAYED EAST 


Because of delayed code and other 
matters requiring his presence east, 
Harry M. Warner will not leave for 
the coast Oct. 14, as scheduled. 

Hie hh ‘Ss to get away the end of 


» 
the monitt 


i. 


+ 





‘3 Little Pigs’ 





‘Three Little Pigs’ is proving 
the most unique picture prop- 
erty in history. It’s partic- 
ularly unique because it’s a 
cartoon running less than 10 
minutes, yet providing box of- 
fice draft comparable to a fea- 
ture, as demonstrated by the 
numerous repeats. 

Playing time cartoon has 
and is continuing to get, is 
undoubtedly due in no small 
part to the tune, ‘Who's Afraid 
of the Big, Bad Wolf,’ First 
shown at the Radio City Music 
Hall, N. Y., week of May 25, 
the haunting ‘Big, Bad Wolf’ 
strain figured eventually in 
theatres bringing it back for 
repeats and ballyhooing those 
repeats. The Music Hall has 
played it twice, the Translux 
six times and the Old Roxy 
four, with the coming week a 
planned fifth, all on Broadway. 
Theatres in other cities and 
neighborhoods have also given 
it return play-dating. The 
same Disney turned out a Silly 
Symphony which previously 
had front rank but now takes 
a back seat to ‘Pigs.’ That was 
“The Skeleton.’ 











FOX STARTING EARLY 


"35 program, together with 


spring for August, 1934, release. 


majors have delayed 


vious reasons of timeliness. 


"34-35. 





Louis Cohen washed up 


company’s realty 


RKO real estate division. 


transferred 
handle 


staff, has been 
teoch’s division to 


capacity of handling 
realty matters, 


Whitney, Jr., is on taxes. 


is handled by J. F. Lebor. 





ARCH BOWLES IN N. Y. 





ie and Reeves Espey. 


Frisco—one at his own Orpheum, 
other at F-WC's Warficld, will 
}eome up at the confab, it is ex- 
| pected 


TO SET ’34 PROGRAM 


Fox will start planning its 1934- 
pur- 
chase of material, as early as next 
month (November). What it buys 
this fall and winter would not see 
production at earliest until late next 


During the past two years or so, 
purchase of 
stories as late as possible for ob- 


D. A. Doran is on the Coast now 
to line up the final four stories on 
this year’s producing schedule. On 
his return east, with the complete 
Fox program this season set, he 
will start working on material for 


Cohen Will Go Freelance, 
Reoch as RKO R.E. Head 


with 
RKO this past week as head of that 
department. He 
will free lance in the future. For 
the past month he has been acting 
in an advisory capacity for RKO. 
He resigned his position as of Sept. 
1. Al Reoch is the new head of the 


Milton Maier, of the RKO’s legal 


leases 
and managerial pools under Reoch. 
H. B. Radtke remains in his former 
commercial 
while Charles W. 
3onds, 
mortgages and general information 


San Francisco, Oct. 9. 
Arch M. Bowles, district chief of 
York 


Fox-West Coast, is in New 
for the pow wow between Marco, 
|Harry Arthur, the Skouras broth- 


Subject of Marco’s two shows in | 





‘BRAINS, TALENT 
BEYOND REACH 


But Hollywood Won't 
Trumpet Any More Tele- 
phone Numbers — For- 
mula’s Diplomatic Lan- 
guage Expected to Pro- 
vide an Out to Vexed 
Problem, Like Ethics Code 


9 AND 10 ARE MUST 


Washington, Oct. 9. 

The brains and talents of the in- 
dustry are still good for big money. 

This is Deputy Administrator Sol 
A. Rosenblatt’s official statement to 
VARIETY at 5:30 p. m. tonight (Mon- 
day). 

In an industry move to appease 
the government, the Hollywood 
press agents will be instructed to 
play down salaries, but nothing offi- 
cial to curb high compensation for 
stars, executives, et al.. can and will 
be incorporated in the film code. 
There may be an ambiguously 
phrased clause included as an out, 
but it is more or less officially’ un- 
derstood that the tenor of it will be 
diplomatically phrased. 

This is understood to mean that 
the sky is still tops so far as re- 
muneration for creative talents is 
concerned. 

Articles 9 and 10 concerning sal- 
aries, star raiding and agents can- 
not be sidetracked to the Code Au- 


‘thority, but must be complete and 


ironed out before the second and 
final draft of the Government’s code 
will be submitted to the industry. 

At the same time the Government 
has abandoned any hope of getting 
the second revision completed by 
this Wednesday (11), as was origin- 
ally hoped for over the week-end 
and as was extensively broadcast 
today by the news services of the 
country. 

Some __ 112,000,000 
don't enjoy reading about fabulous 
picture incomes. So shortly they 
may be perusing lengthy statements 


about voluntary top wage reductions 
in filmdom and Hollywood will 
likely, for a time anyway, have its 
name changed to ‘Pauperville.” Out 
of a labyrinth of dizzy rumors and 
multitudinous versions of what the 
NRA boss said to major producers 
on Saturday and what he said to 
major lawyers yesterday, some of 
the industry’s highest political con- 
tacts this afternoon presented this 
summary: 

The Administration would like to 
see ‘some of the fabulous salaries’ 
come down but legally it cannot fix 
a scale of compensation for creative 
brains. 

Officially and for the record no 
one will talk. The Deputy Adminis- 
trator is warning all to keep mute 
except himself, and he will now ad- 
dress the entire press only at cer- 
tain intervals, refusing private in- 
terviews and evading all reference 
to salary control and the Johnson- 
ian sessions, 

Just as the Hays moral codes for 
production and advertising are not 
incorporated specifically in the Gov- 
ernment code, and just as the right 
to buy has been shunted to the 
grievance committees, which in 


jobless peopie 


turn, from all indications, will come | 


under a Hays majority code author- 
ity, so 
cagier and more fearful of name 
divulgence than ever before, figure 
this big-salary thing will be han- 
dled accordingly. 


wise men of the industry, | 





| 
| 
| 


President Roosevelt is mentioned | 


in the salary matter 


(Continued from page 6) 


Sut company | 





‘Looks Like a Hays Code’ Stil 
Goes, but Indies Are to Be 
Accorded Much Consideration 





Smile, Suh! 





During the run of ‘Thunder 
Over Mexico,’ the Sergei Eis- 
enstein picture at the Rialto 
on Broadway, the Communists 
and radicals made it a problem 
for Ed Lenihan, the house 
manager. 

Among the abuse and diplo- 
matic imbroglios constantly 
facing Lenihan, the pay-off 
was the accusation that he 
was ‘a muscular intellectual.’ 
Lenihan still doesn’t know how 
to take it. 


Century Will Close 
Down for 4 Months 
In March; Up on Film 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
With three of its scheduled pro- 
gram of 15 features completed and 
production, 20th Century 
its program by the 











four in 
will complete 
beginning of March, and will rest 
its organization, other than nec- 
essary execs, until next fall as soon 
as production on each of the last 
features is started 

The shutdown 
about four months, 
have its overhead cut to a mini- 


extending over 


company will 


mum. 

Pictures completed since produc- 
tion started 10 weeks ago are 
‘Bowery,’ ‘Broadway Through a 
Keyhole’ and ‘Blood Money.’ Now 
in production are ‘Born to Be Bad,’ 


‘Moulin Rouge,’ ‘Advice to the 
Lovelorn’ and ‘Gallant Lady.’ Next 
to get started will be ‘Trouble 


Shooter’ with Spencer Tracy, Jack 
Oakie, Constance Cummings and 
Arline Judge. Following this the 
George Arliss picture gets under 
way with six features left to com- 
plete the year’s program. 

Company is planning now to in- 
crease the number of features on 
next season's program but nothing 
definite has been decided. 


FORMAL AUCTION OF 17 
FOX-N.E. CIRCUIT UP 


Hartford, Oct. 9. 
The 17 Fox-New England thea- 
tres go up for formal auction by 
District court 





order of the VU. S. 
next Monday and from all present 
indications it that they 
will become the property of S. Z. 


appears 


Poli and his organization, accord- 


ing to repor.s unless others step in 


and bid for the property, which 
was secured by the Fox organiza- 
tion for $26,990,000 and which Judge 
Thomas ruled were not worth less 
than one-tenth of that amount un- 
der present conditions 

According to reports, Poli is ready 
to bid up for the property for the 
full amount now due him from the 
Fox crowd. which is estimated to 
be more than $7,500,000. Although 
reports have it that others are in- 
terested in the theatres located in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts it 
is hardly likely they will bid any 
Amount as large as Poli 

At the present time the theatres 


ire being onducted by Adelmo 
Vannais, Poli’s nephew, and Louis 
Saga, his former associate Former 
Poli men, who went out with the 
‘ntry of the Fox group re now Lu 


being retained and the general a 
mosphere is again the old Poli sys 


‘ 


em of business 


> 


Washington, Oct. 9 

The NRA is attempting to soothe 
the little producer and exhibitor 
with a ‘see how it works’ slogan and 
a promise to do some correcting 
through the code authority if film- 
dom’s formula boat leaks badly or 
threatens to sink after the launch- 
ing, which may, or may not be with- 
in the next two weeks. VARIETY 
seven weeks ago said ‘Looks Like 
a Hays Code,’ giving the reasons, 


which are as good today as they 
were then. 
Everything depends upon the 


code’s committees. To them, par- 
ticularly, the code authority, is rele- 
gated the headaches of the business, 
It is a foregone conclusion that 
Haysites will dominate the authority 
vote. Already names of high codists, 
in semi-official circulation and 
known to all, substantiate such con- 
trol. They are not to be formally 
announced until code signing day, 
whenever that is. The indies’ main 
hope—even those who are still talk- 
ing about refusing to lend their sig- 
natures—is that government over- 
seers on all of the boards will be 
wise men, 

There have been so many prom- 
ises from officialdom about code 
deadlines that dates mean compara- 
tively little. Deputy Administrator 
Rosenblatt, who hopes to be able to 
choke off picture gab by this 
Wednesday, admitted as late as Sat- 
urday (7) that Article 10, the most 
important clause in the production 
end of the code, was as far away 
from solution as it was a month 
ago. That same evening he finally 
marched all the majors into General 
Johnson's sanctum, It was the in- 
dustry’s first contact with the NRA 
boss. (Details of this session are in 
another story.) Right after it, how- 
ever, Will Hays, who did not attend, 
but was on hand, grabbed a sleeper 
back to New York, saying that he 
was returning Monday. 

Walk Right Back 


Exhibitor attitudes are one so far 
as the code goes. But the govern- 
ment seemingly isn’t worrying 
about that phase. As time goes on 
the indie b.o. men are evidencing a 
willingness to accept crumbs from 
the code table. All those exhibs and 
small producers who walked out in 
regular convention style have 
walked back again, although they 
are still trying to describe it as 
‘just strategy’ and that actually 
they're still sore. There’s no such 
thing as getting them to talk about 
any particular clause. They are 
still in a daze. There’s no right to 
buy, premium. are up to that 75% 
zone vote, double features can be 
prohibited in individual major con- 
tracts. They didn’t get that 15% 
elimination, although a bone was 
thrown the smallest exhibs after the 
code came down when majors 
agreed (it’s not in writing yet) to 
let them clip 10% off bookings if 
their rentals do not exceed $250. 

And exhibitor labor! Where the 
IATSE isn't organized the A. F. of 
L. scales prevail and since the 
IATSE belongs to the A. F, of L. 
it looks like IATSE scales, anyhow. 
But this, like other things, is sub- 
ject to legal and code authority in- 
terpretation, 

Even with all of this the ITATSE 
isn’t satisfied. The boys don’t like 
the new hours. 

On the IATSE yardstick for 
amusements, little exhibs, accord- 
ing to their representatives, will be 
the sufferers. It will mean jacking 
up their booth costs despite the fact 
that the code says where the IAVSE 
is unorganized, and this is said to 





be 60% of the U. S., it will have to 
start negotia‘ing at the official rate 
of 40 cents per hour. It’s all a great 
break for tze circuits, they and 
others agree Pecause for the first 
time it enab theatre men to arbi- 
ra h unio under government 
) i i prevents striking. 

= gover! nt has already made 

30 mcessions on the committee 


mitinued on page 40a 














{ 
| 
| 
4! 


none ae 


ro. 


oe Se 


m3 


a A 5 nna 


as 
ne 2 











ee 





ge Raa a AD yt — een 
- Sn ek as 


Pe, a, A NNO ta OR ae YO mast anaate 4 ~ —— . 


4. 


OR PUPS SAI wee oP eel a aie a A ie Bale oe el ce He GE ena agr can se 


Annee ~ 


waseei~an 


ee 


6 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Tuesday, October 10, 1933 





——=s 





Theatre Stecks Market Kite Tail, 
Doing Nothing on Their Own, but 


Trailing on Spotty Swing Upward 


By AL GREASON 


There was an irregular advance 
in quiet, spotty trading in the stock 
market yesterday (Mon.), with 
minus and plus signs about evenly 
scattered through the amusement 
family. Both gains and losses were 
of trifling extent and once again 
suggested that the picture group 
have become the tail of the kite—- 
they won't move under their own 
impulse but make the best of any 
strength around them. 

A few specialties and most of th= 
railroads gave prices the push yes- 
terday. Repeal issues were the 
prize performers, with National Dis- 
tillers crossing 100 and scoring a 
gain of 7 points at 104. Johns Man- 
ville, another clique favorite, moved 
al.ead in spirited way. With an ag- 
gressive pool behind it, Loew's 
could have done something, but was 
content with a top just under last 
week’s best at 33% and lost most 
of that gain near the close. Warners 
was more determined and made a 
good showing on the ticker, crossing 
8 and holding that level to the 
gong 

Outside news was negligible. 
Ticker reported the film code would 
be ready in a few days, but that was 





proved erroneous after the close. 





Yesterday’s Prices 





Net 
High.Low. Last chee. 


Sales. 
800 Col. P. cf. 25% 24% 24%+ % 
300 Con. Fl. pf. 9% 9% 9% 
1,500 East. K... 79% 78 78 —1% 
400 Fox ...... 16% 16% 16% + % 
2,100 Loew’s ... 338% 32% 32%+ % 
1,400 Par-P cf.. 1% 1% 1%+ % 


500 Pathe .... 1% 1% 1% 


3,000 Do A.... 9% 9 9K — % 
4,800 RCA cscce 7% 7% 7% 
300 RKO ..... 2% 2% 2%— % 
6,800 W. B..... 8 ™ 8 +% 
BONDS 
$30,000 Gen. Thr 5% 5% 54+ % 
3.000 Do cfs.. 4% 4% 4% 
1,000 Keith's ... 46 46 46 +% 
5,000 Loew’s 8614 86 


5, ae 86 
7,000 Par-F-L .. 35 34 34 





—% 
10,000 Do ctf... 30% 30% 30%+ % 
10,000 Par-P 82% 32% 32% — % 
10,000 Do ctf. 31% 31 31% — % 
105,000 o BBsecen 46% 46 46% +1% 
CURB 
100 Gen. T. pf. % % % 
4,200 Tech ..... 11% 10% 11%+41 
100 Trans-L .. 1% 1% 1% 








Volume was small again, turnover 
amounting to only 1,250,000 for the 
session. Foreign exchange did noth- 
ing either way, while cotton was 


strong and wheat rallied after a 
poor _ start. Industrial average 
ended the day at 99.7. 

Yes and No 


As a dull and quiet market week 
came to its close there was nothing 
new in sight to shed light upon a 
speculative situation that has the 
best of them stopped. It was with 
the amusements as with the gen- 
erality of shares. Trading Satur- 
day was the smallest in more than 
a month, with prices appearing to 
creep up, duplicating in a mild 
manner appropriate to the small 
turnover the action of the last 
three week-end sessions. In both 
the two previous Saturdays an ap- 
pearance of late firmness didn’t 
mean a thing, as it turned out 
later, except that in and _ out 
shorts chose to retire over the 
holiday and the Saturday outlook 
was that they would again renew 
their short lines again this time. 

Prices were generally on a shelf, 
holding to a narrow range and 
carrying a minor gain to the end 
of the week by virtue of a brisk 
rally at mid-week, based almost 
entirely upon the technical consid- 
eration that a fair-sized short in- 
terest had accumulated in the pre- 
ceding ten days of creeping de- 
clines, and a brief rally was staged 
at the bears’ expense. As soon as 
the more urgent of the weak out- 
side shorts had covered, volume 
dropped off and the list sagged in 
listless trqding. 

Wall Street itself is 2 good deal 
at sea about the near future. NRA 
results in many directions have 
been disappointing and strikes in 


(Continued on page 21) 





Chadfeld Extending? 
Akron, Oct. 9. 

Harley Cox, who has_ press 
agented the Palace here and the 
Palace in Youngstown since its re- 
opening, has been recalled to New 
York by the Chadfeld Theatres, 
operators of the local house. 

His return to the home office 
comes at the same time reports of 
the company increasing its holdings 
beyond the Ohio Indiana loop of 





Blumenstock’ Starts 
Own Screen Service 


National Screen no more than 
absorbs an indie trailer company 
than another starts up in its place. 
Following last week’s purchase of 


Exhibitors’ Screen Service, the 
latest to threaten National, Sid 
Blumenstock of this company 


stepped out and organized for him- 
self. 

Blumenstock, in association with 
Milt Sachson, formerly in the the- 
atre department of Warner Bros., 
has formed Special Screen Service, 
Inc. Blumenstock could have 
moved into National with Exhib- 
itors’ Screen, with which he had 
been associated from inception. 


MAE AND BEER 
FOR ‘ANGEL’ 
OPENING 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Beer plug creeps into the broad- 
east of the premieres of ‘I’m No 
Angel’ at Grauman’s Chinese 


Thursday night (12). 

Paramount and the house have 
tied up with Safeway Stores for 
the latter to pay the freight for 
ethering the opening, with Safe- 
way’s plan to sell its Brown Derby 
beer getting okay from the com- 
pany and theatre. 

Marks a radical departure for 
film business to hook up with plug 
for foam. Up to present all stu- 
dios have sidestepped overtures for 
stars and players to be on any pro- 
gram where 3.2 brands are spon- 
sored. 

Broadcast’ of the Mae West 
opening goes over the Don Lee 
NBC coast chain, also KNX, local 
Paramount station. Paramount 
working on deal for a hook-in far- 
ther east, and stations over the 
Rockies will get the program if ar- 
rangements can be completed 
Tuesday (10). 


PAR SUBSIDS PLAY BACK 
AND BOOK WB PRODUCT 


Warner Bros. product is virtually 
set with all the various units of 
Paramount, which this year are 
buying pictures individually as 
against home office blanket deals as 
in years past. 

New England, Salt Lake division, 
Colorado territory, Balaban & Katz, 
Saenger, and Kincey & Wilby are 
among locally - operated Publix 
units which will give WB wide 
coverage this season. 

Deal spotting Par pictures in 
Warner theatres was closed seve- 
ral weeks ago. 














N. Y. to L. A. 


George H. Allport. 
Stella Bailey. 
Irving Berlin. 
Dorothy Dell. 
George Frank. 
Gwenllian Gill. 
Nita Harvey. 

Patsy Ruth Miller. 
B. P. Schulberg. 
Robert Sinclarr Scott. 
Sylvia Sidney. 
Sidney Skolsky. 
William Stelling. 
Lucille de Toit. 
Donald Tidbury. 
Sidney Towlson. 
Loretta Walker. 
Sammy White. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Matt Allen. 
Roy Disney. 
John Ford. 
Sol Lesser. 

W. E. Murphy. 








theatres. ‘ j 


William Weiman. 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 


Week Oct. 13 


Paramount—I’m No Angel’ 
(Par). 
Capitol — ‘Night Flight’ 


(Metro) (2d week). 
Strand — ‘Fot-ight 
(WB) (2d week). 
Rialto—‘My Woman’ (Col). 
Roxy —‘Saturday’s Millions’ 
(Universal). 
Music Hall — ‘Henry the 
Eighth’ (UA) (12). 
Mayfair — ‘Before Dawn’ 
(Fox). 


Parade’ 


Hollywood — ‘Ever in My 
Heart’ (WB) (12). 
Rivoli— ‘Bowery’ (UA) (2d 


week). 
Little Carnegie—‘Waltz Time’ 


(G-B) (3d week). 


Week Oct. 20 
Paramount—‘I’m No Angel’ 


(Par) (2d week). 
Capitol—‘Bombshell’ (Metro). 


Strand — ‘Footlight Parade’ 
(WB) (3d week). 
Rialto — ‘Headline Shooter’ 


(Radio). 
Roxy—‘Walls of Gold’ (Fox). 


Hollywood — ‘Ever in My 
Heart’ (WB) (2d week). 

Rivoli— ‘Bowery’ (UA) (3d 
week). 

$2 Pictures 

‘Dinner at Eight’ (Metro) 
(Astor) (8th week). 

‘Berkeley Square’ (Fox) 





(Gaiety) (5th week). 


Foreign Films 
‘July 14 (Rene Clair) 
(French) (Little Carnegie) (19). 














LENSMEN HAVE 
MINIMUM PACT 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Whether or not the general rank 
and file of cameramen know it, the 
group is protected by a minimum 
wage scale agreement with the 
major companies, and Howard 
Hurd, business representative of In- 
ternational Photographers, 659, 
IATSE, is wasting a lot of time in 


filing protests in Washington. 

Negotiations were completed for 
continuance of the minimum scale 
and working conditions fer the 
cameramen some time in September 
by committees representing the ma- 
jor companies and the American 
Society of Cinematographers. 

The new deal for the cameramen 
was made following withdrawal of 
the IATSE locals from the basic 
studio agreement at the time of the 
July strike. The walkout voided the 
wage agreement for cameramen 
which had existed for five years. 

All Selective 


With the blowup of the strike, and 
many cameramen jumping over to 
the ASC from the IA, producers 
were agreeable to making the mini- 
mum wage agreement with the non- 
union group. Neither producers nor 
ASC officials will discuss the mat- 
ter, as it is understood agreement 
has been made that the pact will 
not be disclosed until after the in- 
dustry code has been set. 

Hurd, representing the camera- 
men for the IATSE in Washington, 
filed a protest with Deputy Admin- 
istrator Sol Rosenblatt last Thurs- 
day (5), claiming the cameramen 
had no wage agreement with the 
producers, and asking that mini- 
ium scales for the various classi- 
fications be included in the industry 
code. 

Steamed Up 

In conducting his campaign in 
Washington, Hurd has been delug- 
ing local offices of the union with 
daily wires, asking that protest 
wires be sent to Rosenblatt. Union 
activity has steamed up many of 
the cameramen and members of the 
local, who are afraid that producers 
will attempt to cut general salaries 
of the craft with no wage agreement 
in effect. 

It is understood that Rosenblatt 
will ignore the protests of the 
IATSE cameramen, and he already 
has a copy of the wage agreement 
between the majors and the ASC. 
This is supposedly the reason that 
the cameramen were ignored in the 
code when classifications of mini- 
mum scales for workers were set 
up by Rosenblatt 








Gov't Code Proposal Highlights 





Washington, Oct. 9. 
Some of the clauses in the Gov- 
ernment’s tentative code which are 
scheduled to remain intact in the 
formula, unless something unexpect- 
ed develops to change the present 


outlook, are the following: 

The all-important code authority is de- 
fined thus: 

1, A Code Authority of the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry constituted as in this Article 
provided and herein referred to as the 
‘Code Authority’ shall administer this Code, 
and shall have such powers as shall be 
necessary therefor, together with such other 
powers and duties as are prescribed in 
this Code. 

2.-(a) The Code Authority shall consist 
of the following: 


(bo) As and when any question directly 
or indirectly affecting any class of em- 
ployees engaged in the motion picture in- 
dustry is to be considered by the Code 
Authority, one representative of such class, 
selected by the Administrator from nomina- 
tions made by such class in such manner 
as may be prescribed by the Administrator, 
shall sit with and become for such purposes 
a member of the Code Authority with a 
right to vote. 


(c) The Administrator may designate not 
more than three additional persons without 
vote who shall not have any direct, per- 
sonal interest in the motion picture indus- 
try nor represent any interest adverse to 
the interest of those engaged therein, as 
representatives of the Administration. 


(d) In case of the absence, resignation, 
death, ineligibility or incapacity of any 
member of the Code Authority to act, an 
alternate of the same general class of the 
industry and a bona fide executive or, as 
the case mcy be, a bona fide Exhibitor, 
designated by him shall act in place of 
such member. Such designated alternate 
shall be certified to the Code Authority, 
but the Code Authority may reject such 
alternate and require another to be desig- 
nated. 


4. The Authority may make such rules 
as to meetings and other procedural mat- 
ters as it may from time to time deter- 
mine. 

5. The Code Authority may from time to 
time appoint Committees which may in- 
clude or be constituted of persons includ- 
ing or other than members of the Code 
Authority as it shall deem necessary to ef- 
fectuate the purpose of this Code, and may 
delegate to any such Committee generally 
or in particular instances such power and 
authority within the scope of the powers 
granted to the Code Authority under this 
Code. The Code Authority may at any 
time remove from any Committee any 
member thereof. The Code Authority shall 
co-ordinate the duties of the Committees 
with a view to promoting joint and har- 
monious action upon matters of common 
interest, 

6. (a) The Code Authority shall be em- 
powered to collect from the members of the 
industry all data and statistics required 
by the President, or reasonably pertinent 
to the effectuation of Title I of the Na- 
tional Industrial Recovery Act and com- 
pile the same and disseminate among the 
members of the industry summaries thereof, 
all in such form and manner as the Code 
Authority or the Administration shall pre- 
scribe. All such statistics, data and in- 
formation of any one member of the in- 
dustry shall not be revealed to any other 
member. The dissemination of summaries 
of such information shall not be deemed a 
disclosure thereof. In addition to informa- 
tion required to be submitted to the Code 
Authority, there shall be furnished to gov- 
ernment agencies such statistical informa- 
tion as the Administrator may deem neces- 
sary for the purposes recited in Section 3 
(a) of the National Industrial Recovery 
Act. 

(b) The Code Authority shall have the 
right to make independent investigations 
of violations or alleged violations of the 
Code by any branch of the industry or by 
any person, firm or corporation engaged in 
any branch of the industry; and in con- 
nection with any such investigations, the 
Code Authority shall have the right to 
call upon any persons, firms or corpora- 
tions engaged in the industry to furnish 
to the Code Authority, or to its duly au- 
thorized agencies for that purpose, all orig- 
inal books, contracts, documents, records, 
and any other data which it may desire 
to have produced before it, and the per- 
sons, firms or corporations so called upon 
shall furnish the material so requested of 
them with all due diligence. Failure to 
produce any such original books, contracts, 
documents, records, and any other data so 
requested by the Code Authority shall be 
a violation of this Code. 


7. The Code Authority shall assist the 
National Recovery Administrator in admin- 
istering the provisions of this Code, in 
making investigations as to the function- 
ing or observance of any of the provisions 
of this Code at its own instance or on the 
complaint of any person, and shall report 
to the Administrator on any such matters; 
may initiate and shall consider such rec- 
ommendations and regulations and inter- 
pretations, including trade practices, as 
may come before it. 


8. (a) The Code Authority shall have the 
right to appoint, remove, and fix the com- 
pensation of all persons whom it may em- 
ploy to assist it in any capacity whatsoever 
in administering this Code, 

(b) The expenses of the Code Authority 
in administering this Code shall be budg- 
eted and fairly allocated among the three 
divisions of the industry and assessed 
against the respective members thereof 
subject to this Code, in such manner as 
shall be aetermined by the Code Authority. 


(c) Failure to promptly pay any assess- 
ment or levy made pursuant to an order 
of the Code Authority as an expense of 
administering this Code shall be a violation 
of this Code, 


With regard to the new status of labor 
under the code it is recited: 


6. A. Employees associated with organ- 
izations of or performing the duties of car- 
penters, electrical workers, engineers, fire- 
men, motion picture machine operators, 
oilers, painters, theatrical stage employees, 
theatrical wardrobe attendants, or other 
skilled mechanics and artisans, and musi- 
cians, who are directly and regularly em- 
ployed by the Exhibitors, shall receive the 
minimum wage and work the maximum 
number of hours per week fixed as of 
August 23, 1933, as the prevailing scale of 
wages and maximum number of hours of 
labor by organizations of such of such em- 
ployees affiliated with the American Feder- 
ation of Labor with respect to their re- 
spective type of work in a particular class 
of theatre or theatres in a particular loca- 
tion in a particular community, and such 
scales and hours of labor with respect to 
any of such employees in such community 
shall be deemed to be, and hereby are de- 
clared to be, the minimum scale of wages 
and maximum number of hours with re- 
spect to such employees in such communi- 
ties in such class of theatre or theatres, 

B. In the event that there exist in the 
particular community organizations of such 
employees above mentioned, whether such 
organizations are affiliated as above set 





forth or otherwise, and (1) no prevailing 
scale of wages and maximum number of 
hours for such employees exist in such 
community with respect to such employees, 
or (2) any dispute should arise as to what 
is the minimum scale of wages or the 
maximum number of hours of labor with 
respect to any of such employees for a pars 
ticular class of theatre or theatres in any 
particular community, then and in either 
of those events: 

(a) If the question at issue arises with 
the organization of such employees affiliated 


(Continued on page 48) 


DARING MASS. STICK-UP 
NETS BANDITS $4,500 


Worcester, Oct. 9. 
Forcing Manager Ralph W. Mce« 
Gowan and his wife and Assistant 
Manager Robert R. Portle to enter 
their automobile and drive back 
from their homes to the Poli-Pal- 


ace theatre about 1:30 o’clock this 
morning (Monday), two unmasked 
bandits, armed with a machine 
gun, sawed-off shotgun and auto- 
matic, forced Portle to open the 
theatre safe and hand over ap- 
proximately $4,500, the Sunday re- 
ceipts. It was the most daring 
robbery here in years. 

Before leaving the theatre the 
bandits locked McGowan, his wife, 
Portle, a policeman who had been 
relieved of his gun by the pair, 
and a porter into a small closet, 
which they locked. It took the pa- 
trolman 20 minutes to batter down 
the door. 

Mr. and Mrs. McGowan had been 
trailed to their home by the ban- 
dits, and as they were about to 
alight from their automobile the 
thugs drew alongside and de- 
manded the safe combination. Mc- 
Gowan, with the artillery under his 
chin, insisted that Portle was the 
only person who knew the combi- 
nation. McGowan and his wife 
were then ordered into the bandit 
car, which was driven to Portle’s 
home. The group waited there un- 
til Portle arrived and he was 
forced at gunpoint to join them 
and return to the theatre. 

After cutting the phone wires 
the five entered the theatre office, 
where a policeman was guarding 
the money. The bandits disarmed 
him and ordered Portle to open the 
safe and hand over the money. 








Ducking Big Pay 


(Continued from page 5) 


heads attending the Johnson confab 
say that the General did not quote 
the President as stipulating any 
level. And others have it from 
White House sources that no maxie 
mum figure has been mentioned. 


If this salary thing hasn’t a 
maximum in the windup, then ‘lan- 
guage’ can take care of the situa 
tion and make nice reading for job- 
less Americans. 


The talks with Johnson, however, 
have served one obvious purpose, at 
least. They have virtually re-united 
the Hays flock. Companies like Uni- 
versal and Columbia no longer are 
on the doorstep. It’s a common 
cause now with the one for all pen- 
nant back @n the Haysian pole. 

But Will Hays, who is always 
around when his boys run into any 
real snags, Is out or town this after- 
noon and Harry Warner is leaving 
tonight to return Wednesday with 
the philosophy, ‘The fellows who 
talk don’t know what they are say- 
ing, and the fellows who know are 
not talking,’ and Warner adds that 
he is not doing a walkout but is just 
leaving to attend a New York birth- 
day party. 

Finally, there are some who say 
Johnson told the boys to clean their 
own nests. These understand they 
can’t have any more bonuses, and 
they add that the big lads never 
considered a salary control board. 

At the press conference this 
morning Rosenblatt said he hoped 
to have the rrevised code, the final 
formula, today (Tuesday) or to- 
morrow. He also announced that 
ke expected Article 10, the producer 
headache, tonight. Last night rep= 
resentatives for majors also were 
willing to bet that 10 will be out 
tonight. Rosenblatt then announced 
‘labor is set;’ that the Johnson party 
was ‘a very friendly gathering.’ 

The deputy also said he expected 
‘plenty of signatures’ to the code, re= 
fusing to reveal whether some of the 
exhibits who have already gone 
home have left their approval for 
any kind of formula that gets 
through. 
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Film Buyers Strike as Exhibs, 


Distribs Out-Wait Each Other 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Actual buyers’ strike is now in 
progress among Chicago exhibs at 
present as a pr.test against the ex- 
changes refusing to sell to amalga- 
mated buying groups. While noth- 
ing official or in writing has been 
done by the buying groups and ex- 
hib leaders, the indie theatres are 
laying off all contract signatures for 
the time being. 

Selling in the indie nabes at an 
absolute’ standstill. Only’ deals 
being turned in by the salesmen are 
for the larger houses and the affil- 
iated theatres. 

Both sides are trying to outwait 
the other. Exchanges have taken 
the attitude of sitting tight, and 
have tacitly refused to discuss busi- 
ness with the group buyers. While 
this has been the stance of the ex- 
changes at the beginning of each 
selling season, this year the dis- 
tribs seem determined to go through 
with it and are all sticking together. 
Which is also unusual. 

Each group is waiting for the 
picture code to finally settle the 
matter, with both sides certain that 
the final decision will favor them. 
Distribs, however, admit that if the 
code okays buying groups that 
they'll sell ’em. Exhibs, on the 
other hand, are not so sure that 
they'll accept the verdict of the pic- 
ture code if the final papers ban 
amalgamated buying. 


‘Angel’ Forces Open — 
A 2d Dallas House for 
Day-and-Date Run 


—— 


Dallas, Oct. 9. 

Concluding a deal for ‘I’m No 
Angel’ Wednesday night (4), the 
Karl Hoblitzelle people opened the 
picture cold Thursday (5) at the 
Majestic and before the day was 
over was forced to reopen the 
closed Melba for day-and-dating. 
With only one print available, it 
was messengered back and forth 
between the two theatres. 

Hoblitzelle got the picture on a 
pre-release engagement. 


Quaking Filmers 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Last March when the shivers hit 
this territory the studio contract 
people were threatening a strike 
against the 50% wage cut. Tremors 
broke up several meetings and gave 
the jitters to the protestants. 

On the night of the most recent 
earth quiver, the actors who broke 
away from the Academy were 
meeting and the earthquake broke 
up that meeting, too. 


’ 














Philly Met to Reopen 
As Low Scale Grind 


Philadelphia, Oct. 9. 

The Met, formerly the Metropol- 
itan Opera House, reopens on Fri- 
day of this week (the 13th) with a 
popular-priced combined film and 
stage show policy. This big house 
on North Broad street, last year 
managed by the Stanley-Warner 
company, is owned by the Shrine 
and this year will be run for them 
by Harry Schwalbe, local theatre 
man. Edgar Wolfe, formerly at the 
Stanley and at Keith's, will be house 
manager. 

First film is ‘Paddy, the Next 
Best Thing,’ with stage show un- 
announced as yet. Price scale will 
be very low with 10 and 20 in the 
afternoon and 15 and 30 in the eve- 
ning. Pictures will be usually sec- 
ond-run Fox. 


+ 








$25 Egg 


Seattle, Oct. 9. 

Man who hurled eggs at 
Dave Hutton, when he was at 
Roxy here, was fined $25 in 
police court. He claimed he 
was hired to do the job as a 
publicity gag. 

Roy Johnson, manager for 
Jensen-yon Herberg, emphati- 
eally denied publicity allega- 
tion. 


PENNSY INDUSTRIAL 
STRIKES JOLT SHOWS 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 9. 

Business in the territory immedi- 
ately surrounding Pittsburgh has 
been given a terrific jolt due to 
spread of industrial strikes. With 
more than 15,000 coal miners and 
steel workers holding out for recog- 
nition of” national unions, about 
65,000 potential customers have 
been affected, with result that re- 
covery started with beginning of 
new season has been entirely dissi- 














pated. 
Towns chiefly in distress are 
Clairton, Ambridge, Monessen, 


Weirton, W. Va., and Steubenville, 
O., all within a radius of 30 miles 
of Pittsburgh. Warners, Par-Pub- 
lix and indie interests control these 
spots, and they’re giving operators 
plenty of anxious moments. 

Strikers alone would be bad 
enough staying away from. the 
theatres, but it’s even worse than 
that. Riots are common, and pros- 
pective patrons, with no direct con- 
nection with the strike, are staying 
in at nights for fear of physical vio- 
lence. 

Codes notwithstanding, strikers 
are apparently determined to carry 
through their fight, and theatre 
men are. pretty well alarmed over 
what may turn out to be a winter 
siege. 





Lirn’s Par Setback 


The Circuit Court of Appeals yes- 
terday (Monday) handed down a 
decision unfavorable to Samuel Zirn 
in latter’s action, filed last summer, 
asking leave to appeal from lower 
courts which refused to interfere 
with bankruptcy of Paramount- 
Publix and its present trustees, 

Zirn went to the higher court in 
hopes of removing the equity re- 
ceivership first declared over Para- 
mount, in favor of his involuntary 
proceeding and at same time declar- 
inz the subsequent voluntary bank- 
ruptcy of Par out of order. 

On motion yesterday by Zirn, ap- 
pealing an order by Judge Bondy 
directing that all fees in connection 
with the receivership be determined 
in the bankruptcy proceedings, de- 
cision was reserved. 








Grainger’s First Ogle 
Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
James R. Grainger arrived here 
today (Mon.) from San Francisco 
for his first visit to Universal stu- 
dio since he became sales manager 
of the company. 
He'll stick here 


COMICS EAST IN WEEK 
Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Contract of Clark and McCullough 
expires at Radio Oct. 15, and comics 
will then return to New York. 
They are now completing the last 
in their series of eight shorts. 


for two weeks. 








Meehan on ‘Interlude’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Elizabeth Meehan has been signed 
by Stanley Bergerman to write the 
screen play for ‘Interlude.’ 
This is the producer's second pro- 
duction for universal release. 
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503 OF OVER 80 
BOLT ACADEMY 


Screen Writers’ Guild Paved 
the Way for Breaking Up 
of the Academy — All 
Players Concur on a Need 
for Unanimity in Repre- 
sentation—Not All Pro- 
ducers Oppose _ It— 
Schenck Scores NRA Sal- 
ary Control Move—Can- 
tor Calls It ‘Unconstitu- 
tional’ 





— —_— 


. EDDIE CANTOR, PREZ 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
First serious blow at the Acad- 
emy since its inception was Sunday 
emy since its inception was fast 
night (Sunday) at the mass mesct- 


ing at the E! Capitan theatre when 
503 actors, of more than 800 attend- 
ing, flocked to the stage to sign 
membership blanks in the new 
Screen Actors’ Guild. 

Writers, in forming the Screen 
Writers’ Guild, were the first to 
make the leap from the Academy 
roster but with smaller ranks. Ac- 
tors meeting last nite strengthened 
the stand of the breakaways. . 

Eddie Cantor, president of the 
new Actors’ Guild, in terming the 
Academy unable to function prop- 
erly in the full interests of actors, 
and calling the producers’ NRA 
salary move unconstitutional, ap- 
pealed for a 100% actor organiza- 
tion. 

Cantor spoke a: id constant ap- 
plause, especially in stressing an 
actors’ organization ‘of, by and for 
actors alone.’ 

Heretofore 18 members of the 
actors’ branch of the Academy had 
withdrawn from the latter body. 
Sunday night Lawrence Grant and 
Jean Hersholt were among those 
Academy members penning their 
sigs on the new Guild membership 
blanks. 

Cantor,in stating that actors sought 
only fair play, added that the or- 
ganization was against no individ- 
ual or group and had but one mis- 
sion—actor protection. He in- 
dicated that he had heard that 
threats had been made against ac- 
tors attending the mass meeting. 


Cantor, Goldwyn, Schenck 

Cantor’s contention was that ac- 
tors will fight for the right to work 
and earn a living. He brought out 
that not all producers opposed the 
actors’ organizing, bringing out 
names of Joseph M. Schenck and 
Sam Goldwyn. A telegram from 
Schenck was to the effect that any 


| 100% SCREEN ACTORS’ GUILD 











Fame 


Film company was enthused 
about a new author's literary 
work. Several in the organiza- 
tion were intent on locating 
the writer. 

They were finally told that 
under his right name he is in 
the employ of the company’s 
press dept. 











Yenners, Ideaers 
Go Scenarists in 
Current History 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 


All studio reading departments 
are reporting an increase in the 
number of film scripts being re- 
ceived from amateurs. 

Current conditions apparently are 
responsible. Readers say that nine 
out of every 10 of the scenarios are 
based on the ending of prohibition, 
inflation, depressior or NRA, 

Fox reports the barrage from the 
simon-pures tripled during the last 
month. 


Film Player Strangled 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Townsend D. Paull, 35, actor, was 
strangled to death by an unidenti- 
fied person Sunday (8) in his 
Hollywood home. 
No survivors known. 











attempt to regulate salaries of 
creative talent by the government 
would be disastrous. Cantor said 
further, ‘Some Academy members 
say we are going screwy forming 
a Guild organization. But we are 
not screwy. We just want to be 
100% represented in an organiza- 
tion not subsidized by any one.” 

Inefficiency and the lack of 
knowledge of show business were 
claimed as reasons for heavy neg- 
ative cost, and not salaries, 

Robert Montgomery speaking in 
defense of 14 Academy members 
who originally walked out said the 
group had no animosity against the 
Academy but were of the opinion 
that only a 100% actors’ organiza- 
tion could work effectively for the 
players’ benefit. 

Ann Harding denied any plans 
for a strike but said actors want to 
be ready for anything that might 
happen. 








Blinding the Mag Eds 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Discontined by most publicity de- 
partments as an economy measure 
several months ago, 11 by 14 pub- 
licity stills and player portraits are 
again being put out for fan maga- 
zines, 

Studios originally dropped mak- 
ing 11 by 14’s for fan mags when 
editors demanded contact prints in 
the 8 by 10 size for better cut re- 
productions, with the companies 
thus saving $1,200 to $1,800 monthly 
by discontinuing the enlargements. 

Economy did not last long, how- 
ever, when press agents found the 
editors passing up good stills in se- 
lecting from the 8 by 10 assortment. 

Close check by the publicity men 
brought out the fact that editors 
needed a sales buildup on photos, 
j}and pictures could be more readily 








Enlarged Stills Maybe Costly, but They Get 
the Larger Space 


sold through the medium of 11 by 
14’s than by the smaller sized velox. 

Originally finding sales resistance 
in their planting reduced through 
submitting 11 by 14’s to the editors, 
press agents have worked out a 
stunt which is functioning perfectly, 
and getting many stills into print 
in the magazines that would other- 
wise fade in the files. 

Stills are now submitted to edi- 
tors in duplicate—11 by 14 enlarge- 
ment to ‘sell’ the editors, and 8 by 
10 contact print for use in making 


the cut. 

Stunt runs up overhead of pub- 
licity departments, but te press 
agents have sold the front offices 


that the double sets of stills are 
necessary in obtaining proper rep- 
resentation in the magazines, and 


lthe added expense must be carried 





Management (Not a Partnership) 


Deal to Balaban, Trendle Over 
Par Detroit: 


Stuart Into N.Y. 


the verge of 


making a management with 
W. Trendle 3ala- 
bans. Trendle so far as known is 
to get the operation of the Detroit 
sector, with Herschel Stuart, pres- 
ently handling that division for 
Paramount, being shifted, and likely 
to the home office. 

The management deal with Tren- 
dle will preclude any partnership 
deal which Par may have previously 
considered in the way of Trendle. 
However, it is probable that under 
the management deal Trendle may 
get a slice of the Detroit profits 
if and when. 

A similar deal for Chicago and 
the Great States circuits is under 
way for the Balabans as between 
them and Paramount. The present 
management contract which Bar- 
ney and John Balaban hold with 
Par for the operation of the B. & K. 
outfit looks to be supplanted by a 


Paramount is on 
deal 


George and the 


new deal. In that deal the Bala- 
bans not only will manage for RKO 
but also will participate in the 
profits. 

Exactly what the nature of 
Herschel Stuart’s duties will be 


with Paramount after leaving looks 
to be the reorganization of another 
Paramount theatre district, al- 
though he may operate out of the 
home office direct, also. It’s not 
definite so far which. 


Fete for Marie Dressler 
To Benefit Dinner Club 


The Actors’ Dinner Club of New 
York tribute dinner for Marie 
Dressler tonight (Tuesday) at the 
Roosevelt hotel is an aftermath of 
the movement started for formation 
of the Marie Dressler Birthday 
Club on occasion of the star’s 64th 
birthday yesterday (9). 

The committee in charge of to- 
night’s tribute dinner’ includes 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Mrs. Oliver 
Harriman, S. L. Rothafel, Frank IL. 
Polk, Gen. John F. O’Ryan, Mrs. 
Henry P. Davidson, A. C. Blumen- 
thal, George Gordon Battle, Conde 
Nast, Irvin S. Cobb, M. H. Ayles- 
worth and Bernarr Macfadden. 


Beauts Check In 


Eight of the Par ‘Search for 
Beauty’ contest winners, coming 
from foreign lands where picked. 
arrived in New York Thursday (5) 
on the S. S. Manhattan and left yes- 
terday (Monday) to report to the 
Par coast studio. 

They are Nita Harvey and Sidney 
Towlson from England; Loretta 
Walker and George H. Allport from 
Ireland; Gwenllian Gill and Robert 
Sinclair Scott from Scotland; Lu- 
cille de Toit and Donald Tidbury 
from South Africa. 

Stella Bailey and William Stell- 
ing, metropolitan N. Y. winners, 
also left yesterday, all winners to 
appear in ‘Search For Beauty’ now 
scheduled for production Oct. 23. 


Rule’s 2nd War Film 

















Chicago, Oct. 9. 
Albert L. Rule, producer of the 
‘Big Drive,’ has a new war film, 
‘Death Parade,’ dealing with sub- 
marines, the big and little tanks, 


planes and the Red Cross activities. 
Flick will be states righted. 


Giving ‘Henry’ the Hypo 

United Artists has taken on Meyer 
Beck for the exploitation depart- 
ment, with instructions to handle 
the showing of ‘Henry the Eighth’ 
at the Music Hall. 

Music Hall has three press agents 
of its own. 
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‘Flight at $15,000 Equals ‘Dr. Bull 
Despite L.A. Heat; Chevalier Drops 
To $14,000 from ‘Harmony's’ $19,600 


Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 


Thermometer’s reaching 100 latter 


part of last week caused grosses to} 


do a knocking down the 
b.o. under earlier expectations. 


Paramount with ‘Too Much Har- 


nosedive, 


mony’ did better than anticipated, 
however, garnering $19,600, but 
house will hit only around $14,000 
current stanza with the Chevalier 


picture, ‘Way to Love.’ French star 
seems to be losing his local draw, 
and stage show is minus a b.o. 


name. 

State with ‘Night Plight’ will hit 
near figure it did with ‘Dr. Bull,’ 
$15,000, which is fair. 

RKO was well in the black last 
week with $8,800 on ‘Lady for a 
Day,’ which is now in its second 
week for a possible $8,000 week 
again, surprising. 

Warners Downtown came in fora 
$13,000 on the first week of pop run 
of ‘Gold Diggers,’ and will snag 
around $11,000 on the second and 
last week. Circuit’s Hollywood hit 
around the same figure, but will fall 
under the Downtown this week with 
a possible $10,000 as top. 

Criterion holding up with $5,000 
for its seventh week. 

‘Dinner at Eight’ washed up at 
the Chinese Sunday night (8), after 
eight weeks to fine $16,500 on its 
last six days, which is only fair. 
‘I'm No Angel’ drops in Thursday 
(12). 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.65) ‘Dinner at Eight’ (M-G) and 
stage show (6th-final week). Picked 
up smartly and got $16,500 on last 
six days, which is nice. ‘I'm No 
Angel’ walks in Thursday (12), with 
record opening week anticipated. 

Criterion (Tally) (1,600; 25-55) 
"The Masquerader’ (UA) and stage 
show (7th week). Holding up for 
this house, and giving it a break at 
$4,000. First picture to stand up 
here since reopening of the house. 
Sixth week same figure. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70) 
‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB) and 
vaudeville (2nd-final week). With 
no strong stage draw house man- 
aged to pull only $13,000 through 
the wicket. While good, it was 
thought musical pic would draw 
stronger. Current week should hit 
around $11,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65) 
©cd Diggers of 1933’ (WB) and 
vaudeville (2nd-final week). Fall- 
ing slightly under the draw at the 
Downtown during the second week, 
and will not top $10,000. Last week 
on par with Downtown at $13,000. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25) ‘Curtain at Eight’ (Majestic) 
and ‘The Film Parade’ (Blackton). 
Although heat hit the b.o., house 
will pickup at least $3,500, which is 
not bad. Last week with ‘Carnival 
Lady’ (Goldsmith) and ‘South of 
Panama’ (Allied), house was good 
at $3,900. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,270; 25-35) 
‘Good Companions’ (Fox) and 
‘Flaming Gold’ (RKO). Even biz 
here will give house between $4,000 


and $5,000. House offering no name 
draws in its 10 acts of vaude. Last 
week with ‘India Speaks’ (RKO) 


and ‘Ladies Must Love’ (U), house 
did $4,300. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
55) ‘The Way to Love’ (Par) and 
stage show. Got off to a poor start 
and won't top $14,000 which is not 
so good in view of what the house 
has been doing. Blame the heat. 
Last week with ‘Too Much Har- 
mony’ (Par), house came in with 
$19,600, nice b.o. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40) ‘Lady for a 
Day’ (Col) (2nd-final week). Hitting 
good stride, and will get $8,000. 
Last week great at $8,800. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-55) 
Night Flight’ (M-G) and _ stage 
show. Started off for a $15,000 
weekly gross, which just matches 
the last stanza playing ‘Dr. Bull’ 
(Fox). Only fair gross. 





Studes’ Return Always 
A Break for New Haven 


New Haven, Oct. 9. 
‘Dinner at 8,’ roadshowing at the 
College, getting some grand word- 
of-mouth but it’s not helping 
enough. Looks like the cash cus- 
tomers will wait for pop priced re- 
turn later, as $1.65 top is a lot of 
money in this town nowadays. 
Yale studes’ return is upping 
things in general, and opening of 
football season is bringing in 
suburbanies Saturday nites. 
Roger Sherman opens two-week 
run of ‘Footlight Parade,’ Wed. (11). 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
60)—‘One Sunday Afternoon’ (Par? 





and ‘India Speaks!’ (RKO). Should 
garner okay $5,500. Last week, 
|‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par) clicked 
strongly, $8,900. 


| Palace (Fox-Poli) (3,040; 35-50) 
|‘Penthouse’ (MG) and ‘Beauty for 
|Sale’ (MG). Nice start means a 
probable heavy $8,200. Last week 
‘Morning Glory’ (RKO) and ‘Big 
Brain’ (RKO). ‘Glory’ drew split 


comment—favorable from sophisti- 
cates, questionable from upper tier 
fans. Gross nice at $8,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2.200; 35- 
50)—‘Wild Boys of Road’ (WB) and 
‘No Marriage Ties’ (WB). Slow 
start, but building to a fair $5,500. 
Last week ‘One Man’s Journey’ 
(RKO) and ‘Midshipman Jack’ 
(RKO), no kick at $6,200. 

College (Fox-Poli) (1,565; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—Dinner at 8’ (MG). 
Roadshow season opening of Shu- 
bert with ‘Music in the Air’ dented 
this one first three days, but should 
pick up, last half to fair $7,500. 
Last week ‘Tarzan’ (Prin) and 
‘Blind Adventure’ light, around 
$2,800. 


Duals and Legit, 
Parades, Tough 
Newk Opposish 


Newark, Oct. 9. 

With a parade Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday the openings had plen- 
ty to compete with, not to mention 
a midsummer Sunday. But busi- 
ness will be okay at the Branford 
with ‘Saturday’s Millions’ and 
‘Goodbye Again’ at close to $12,000, 
at Proctor’s with ‘My Weakness’ 
and ‘Headline Shooter’ at $8,500, and 
at Loew’s with Burns and Allen in 
person running ‘Beauty for Sale’ up 
to $14,000. 

Double billing is getting such a 
hold here that only Loew’s and the 
Newark, showing vode, offer one pic 
this week. 

The Caldwell stock at the Broad 
helped biz a little while the Ed- 


wards stock at the Montclair did 
smashing business with a first class 
production of ‘Dinner at Eight.’ The 
first legit of the season, Harris’s 
‘Three and One,’ comes to the Broad 
next week at $1.65 top. 

Story now that the Brandts open 
the Shubert shortly but no signs of 
anything going on yet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65), 
‘Saturday’s Millions’ (U) and ‘Good- 
bye Again’ (WB). ‘Three Little 
Pigs,’ in again, won't hurt the gross 








at all, which with two good fea- 
tures should skim $12,000. Last 
week ‘Wild Boys of the Road’ 


(WB) and ‘Ladies Must Love’ (U) 
great with $12,200. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35- 
50), ‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ 
(WB) and ‘Turn Back the Clock’ 
(MG). Caught between the Bran- 
ford and Proctor’s both with double 
features this house finds going 
tougher than last year, when it had 
this field to itself. Should be okay 
but not big with $4,100. Last week 
‘Captured’ (FN) and ‘This Day and 
Age’ (Par) good enough with $4,600. 
Little (Indie) (299; 40-55), ‘Re- 
turn of Nathan Becker’ (Amkino). 
Jewish pic going well and should be 
nice near $1,000. Last week ‘So- 
viets on Parade’ (Amkino) and ‘Po- 
temkin’ (Amkino) on six days okay 


at $810. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75), 
‘Beauty for Sale’ (MG) and vode. 
Burns and Allen on sage pulling 
stronger after a fair opening. If 
they keep pulling may go higher 
than indicated $14,000. Lact jweek 
‘Penthouse’ (MG) okay with $12,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
99), ‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par) (2d 
week) and vode. Finding going 
good second week and maybe $10,- 
000, great. Last week grand at 
$16,500. 

Proctor’s (RKO) 2,300; 15-25-30- 
40-55), ‘My Weakness’ (Fox) and 
‘Headline Shooter’ (RKO). Going 
nicely to $8,500. Last week ‘Power 
and the Glory’ (Fox) did the first 
flop of the new picture policy by 
culling only $4,000 on six days. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-40), 
‘One Man’s Journey’ (RKO) and 
‘Fr. P. 1’ (Fox). Nothing sensational 
indicated here with about the usual 
$3,300. Last week ‘Charlie Chan’s 
yon a Case’ (Fox) and ‘Paddy’ 
(Fox) passable with $3,400. 





TEX AT UPPED SCALE 
UPS TO $12,000, PORT. 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 9. 
Long sighted policy kept J. J. 








Parker from holding special world 
premiere lobby ballyhoo for ‘The 
s3owery,’ initial 20th Cent. pic, at 


the United Artists. Reason was 
NRA parade and rally coinciding 
on the same night. Parker figured 
it poor policy to buck the Blue 
Eagle fiesta, so ‘Bowery’ was offered 
with heavy news daily splurges but 
no special premiere social night. 
Pic responded anyway and clicked 
from the start, getting off to a run 
of b. o. returns that will hold it for 
about two more weeks at the UA. 
Competish is strong this week. 
‘Dinner at Eight’ went roadshowing 
into the Playhouse at $1 top. Ori- 
ental raised its top admish from 35 
to 75 for Texas Guinan in person 
with her road unit of 30. Pic at the 
Oriental is ‘Rafter Romance.’ Some 
extra biz also attracted to the Audi- 
torium for one day of Michio Ito 
and Japanese dance company road 
unit at $2.20 top. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Broadway to Hollywood’ (MG). 
Holding up well against strong com- 
petish and looks nicely for About 
$5,000. Last week ‘Turn Back the 
Clock’ (MG) good enough at $5,300. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—"The Bowery’ (UA). No 
premiere ballyhoo but strongly ex- 
ploited and clicking for big $6,500. 
Last week ‘I Loved a Woman’ (FN), 
hit a strong pace from the start, 
getting $4,300, nice biz for this 
house. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘Berkeley Square’ (Fox). Looks 
okay for one good week, around $5,- 
500, but won’t hold. Last week ‘One 
Man’s Journey’ (RKO) closed for 
good enough $3,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Rafter Romance’ (RKO) and 
Texas Guinan in person with com- 
pany of 30. Well exploited and do- 
ing big biz with admish doubled, 
combo boosting house up to big 
$12,000. Last week ‘Morning Glory’ 
(RKO), third week, average at 
$3,000. 
Liberty (Evergreen) (2,000; 25-40) 
‘Torch Singer (Par) and vaude. 
Getting results up to possible good 
$6,800. Last week ‘Paddy’ (Fox) 
clicked for strong $8,800. 

Playhouse (Hamrick) (1,400; 50- 
75-$1)—Dinner at Eight’ (MG). 
Roadshow well exploited and get- 
ting wide attention. Should con- 
nect for results at $7,000, okay. 





Tacoma Per Usual 


Tacoma, Oct. 9. 
Roxy this week relapsed into a 
split, ‘Broadway to Hollywood’ and 
‘Another Language,’ with plenty of 

ink for both in the local papers. 
Blue Mouse runs steadily with 
variation within a hundred bucks 
week after week. Music Box look- 
ing forward to Texas Guinan show 
opening next Saturday. Now plug- 








Philly Holdovers Means Average 
Biz, ‘Berkeley’ | 2G, Good for 4 Wks. 








ging for this bit of change bring- 
ing stage show for entire week. 
Currently, ‘The Masquerader’ 
and ‘Man Who Dared’ look better. 
Estimates for This Week 
Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 
35) ‘The Masquerader’ (UA) ‘Man 
Who Dared’ (Fox) split. Expected 
$3,000 is only fair trade. Last week 
‘Voltaire’ (WB) in four days did 
around $2,300; ‘Captured’ (WB) 
scant $900; $3,200 on week, fair. 
Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35) 
‘Broadway to Hollywood’ (MG) 
‘Another Language’ (MG) _ split. 
Anticipates a fair $3,200. Last 
week ‘Turn Back the Clock’ (MG) 
fair for $3,400. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25) ‘Our Best Enemies’ (Fox) 
‘Shanghai Madness’ (Fox) split. 
Looks average at $800. Last week, 
‘Disgraced’ (Par) and ‘Devil’s in 
Love’ (Fox), split, $825. 


Bowery $14,500, 
‘Lady’ $13,000, 
Hotcha in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 9. 

Despite World Series, with radio 
and scoreboards taking a big 
matinee toll, and stiffness of com- 
petition, everything points to a 
corking week all around. Down- 
town sector saw more dough pour 
into the till over the week-end than 
it has seen in plenty of full weeks, 
and attractions for the most part 
give every indication of building. 
Among the deluxers, it’s a toss-up 
between ‘Bowery’ at the Penn and 
‘Lady for a Day’ at Stanley, with 
former having a slight edge as a re- 
sult of cast names. First of the 
20th Century product shouldn’t hav« 
any trouble hitting around $14,500 
while ‘Lady’ won’t be too much 
around that, in the neighborhood of 
$13,500. Both pictures were given 
sizzling advance campaigns, with 
Columbia exchange going overboard 
on the Stanley attraction and even 
plugging via paid radio time over 
local stations, 

At Nixon, two-a-day engagement 
of ‘Dinner at Eight’ biggest thing 
of its kind here in years. Topping 
everything in the way of road- 
show films, hitting a bit above 
$14,000 in its first week, virtually 
making the as yet optional third 
week almost a push-over. There 
hasn’t been a two-a-day film that’s 
even touched it as a grosser in some 
time. 

Will Rogers always means dough 


25- 











(Continued on page 54) 





Vickers’ $9,000 in Minneapolis Good; 
Well Sold, ‘Flight’ Gets Big $11,500 





Minneapo.is, Oct. 9. 

The strongest array of attrac- 
tions in many moons plus high- 
pressure exploitation is proving a 
powerful box-office stimulant. 

Sure-fire shekel coaxers include 
‘Night Flight’ and ‘Ann Vickers’ ap- 
parently rating in the order named 
as far as box office strength is con- 
cerned. 

With a stellar assembly suggestive 
of the cast that helped to make 
‘Grand Hotel’ a smash hit, ‘Night 
Flight’ couldn’t fail. It’s keeping 
the State box-office busy and, un- 
less all present signs go awry, the 
ace Publix house will breeze through 
to its biggest gross for some time. 

‘Ann Vickers’ and “The Masquer- 
ader’ stand forth as particular mag- 
nets for the femmes as shown by 
the Orpheum and Century’s brisk 
matinee trade, but Century will dis- 
appoint at only $3,800. 

The fact that there isn’t a stage 
show in town again doesn’t seem to 
matter, the importance of the screen 
fare off-setting the lack of enter- 
tainment. 

Estimates for This week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 40) ‘Night 
Flight’ (MGM). Sextette of stellar 
names enough to put this one over, 
but story, too is clicking with cus- 
tomers. Swell exploitation cam- 
paign an aid. May hit big $11,500. 
Last week ‘Torch Singer’ (Par), 


$6,000. Fair. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 40) 
‘Ann Vickers’ (RKO). Orpheum 
bids it ‘second smash’ hit of au- 
tumn season,’ other having been 
‘Lady for a Day.’ Sinclair Lewis a 
former Minnesotan und this no 
detriment. Fame of novel and type 





of story bringing in heavy femi- 


nine business. Cast names don’t 
mean so much, but in this instance 
the lack of magnets matters little. 
Around $9,000 indicated. Big. Last 
week, ‘Brief Moment’ (Col) and 
‘Shuffle Along’ on stage. $11,000. 
Good. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40) 
‘The Masquerader’ (UA). Colman 
a favorite with the feminine fans 
here, but at $3,800 away under ex- 


pectations. Last week ‘Voltaire’ 
(WB), $5,000. Good. 

World (Steffes) (300; 50-75) 
Fantegutten’ (Norwegian talkie). 


First Norwegian talker to reach 
this burg with its large population 
of that nationality and should 
have no trouble in getting $1,200, 


oke. Last week, ‘The Rebel’ (U), 
$700. Light. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 35) 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (MGM). Around 


$2,800 expected. Okeh. Last week, 
‘Another Language’ (MGM), $2,300. 
Pretty good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 25) ‘Char- 


lie Chan’s Greatest Case’ (Fox). 
Good attraction for this house. 
Ought to reach $3,300, fine. Last 
week, ‘Turn Back the Clock’ 
(MGM), $3,000. Good. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25) 


‘Stranger’s Return’ (MGM). Second 
loop run. About $1,500 indicated. 
Pretty good. Last week, ‘Double 
Harness’ (RKO) and ‘Mama Loves 
Papa’ (Par), split, second loop run. 
$1,200. Fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) ‘College 
Humor’ (Par), third loop run, and 
‘Last Trail’ (Fox), first run, split. 
Should be good for $900. Okeh. 
Last week, ‘Heroes for Sale’ (FN) 
and ‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox), split. 





second loop runs. $800. Pretty good. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 9. 

With several holdovers listed ana 
nothing very extraordinary in the 
way of b. o. attractions, business in 
the downtown picture houses is ap- 
parently due for a moderate slowing 
up this week, although, on the 
whole, average trade will be main- 
tained. 

‘Berkeley Square’ gained plenty of 
attention in its debut at the Locust 
although not the tremendous money 
house that was rumored in many 
quarters Its first week ought to 
bring between $11,000 and $12,000, 
and the film looks good for four big 
weeks, with six a possibility. 

Houses with holdover include the 
Aldine, which claims underestimate 
of the first week’s gross of ‘Em- 
peror Jones.’ Management’s claim 
puts initial week’s gross at $8,500, 
with second week likely, in that 
case, to get $5,500 or $6,000. ‘Too 
Much Harmony’ at the Boyd sur- 
prised the street with the ‘strength’ 
in the face of universally adverse 
notices and stays in, with a likeli- 
hood of $10,500 or $11,000 on its sece- 
ond week. 

The Earle has a program lacking 
in distinctive features. ‘Solitaire 
Man’ is the picture, with the vaude 
bill headed by ‘Russian Revels.’ An- 
other unexciting $12,000 indicated, 
with some doubt expressed if that 
figure will be hit. 

The Fox has ‘Walls of Gold’ on 
the screen and Benny Davis heading 
the stage features. Nothing hot 
forecast, with $15,000 likely. The 
Stanley has ‘One Sunday Afternoon’ 
as film, Frank and Milt Britton as 
headliners, and Aime Semple Mc- 
Pherson as extra added attraction. 
Opening pace was not unusual, and 
unless show spurts this week no 
more than $18,000 is estimated. 

The Stanton has ‘Wild Boys of 
the Road,’ which won’t get over $7,- 
500, and the Karlton’s ‘Lady for a 
Day’ figures at $3,800. 

Last week’s surprises were the 
Boyd, which got $14,500 with ‘Too 
Much Harmony,’ panned on all sides 
and generally figured badly spotted 
in this house, and the Stanton, which 
got $9,400 for seven days with ‘Miss- 
ing Persons.’ 

The Stanley got $19,200 with ‘Lady 
for a Day’ and a stage show, headed 
by Frank Fay, and although this 
was under recent pace it was a 
grand and a half better than ex- 
pected. The Fox, on the other hand, 
only got $17,000 as against the 


$18,000 or $18,500 estimated. ‘My 
Weakness’ was the picture and 
James Melton headliner. 

The Earle was just so-so with 


$12,000 for ‘Brief Moment’ and eight 
acts of vaudeville, sans names. 

The Karlton got a strong $4,200 for 
a second-run showing of ‘The Mas- 
querader,’ and the little Arcadia did 
a swell $2,850 with a second run of 
‘Tugboat Annie.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-50-65) — ‘Em- 
peror Jones’ (U). Held in for sec- 
ond week and management claimed 
business’ well over estimation, 
Should get $5,500 or $6,000 on 
strength of last week’s $8,500. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50) — ‘Three- 
Cornered Moon’ (Par). Looks like 
a moderate $2,400. Last week, ‘Tug- 
boat Annie’ (MG), fine $2,850. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-50-65)—‘Too Much 
Harmony’ (Par). Regarded as badly 
spotted, but did enough to warrant 
a hold-over. Should get $10,500 or 
$11,000 in view of last week’s strong 
$14,500. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Solitaire 
Man’ (MG) and vaude. Average biz 
forecast for average program, 
$12,000 likely. Last week with ‘Brief 
Moment’ (FN) and vaude without 
names, ditto. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75) — ‘Walls of 
Gold’ (Fox) and stage show. Nothing 
exciting forecast. Lucky to get 
$15,000. Last week, ‘My Weakness’ 
(Fox) and stage show, headed by 
James Melton, $17,000; under ex- 
pectations. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50)—‘Lady 
for a Day’ (Col). Second run, $3,800 
figured. Last week, ‘Masquerader’ 
aw also second run, a hearty $4,- 

Keith’s (1,800; 25-30-40) — ‘Dr. 
Bull’ (Fox). Back to second runs 
after a local premiere; $5,500 fore- 
cast. Last week, ‘Tarzan’ (Prin), 
good $7,500. 

Locust (1,800; 55-75-$1.10)—‘Ber- 
keley Square’ (Fox). Fine notices 
and good indications for real profit 
if run isn’t extended too long. Be- 
tween $11,000 and $12,000 estimated 
for week, which began last Thurs- 
day. 

Stanley (3,700; 30-55-65) — ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon’ (Par) and stage 
show. Frank and Milt Britton head- 
lined, with Aimee Semple McPher- 
son as special attraction. Start not 
notable, with $18,000 forecast. Last 
week, ‘Lady for a Day’ (Col) and 
stage show, $19,200, a bit more than 
a grand over expectations. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55) — ‘Wilda 
Boys of ‘the Road’ (FN). Notices 
not hot, no more than $7,500 fore- 
cast. Last week, ‘Missing Persons’ 
(FN), took $9,400 in seven days; 





above recent average. 
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Strong Attractions Spur Loop B.0.; 
‘Angel’ a New Hi at Oriental, 516; 
Flight’ and Tab ‘Quilt’ Get $5,000 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 


With the Legion meet leaving 
town, after bringing no money at 
the loop box-offices, the picture 
houses locally have set themselves 
to drag in trade, despite the outflux 
of Fair visitors. Back to attractions 
that count both on the screen and 
the stage, with all the spots involved 
in a merry battle for marquee value. 

On the picture side there’s one 
outstanding release, ‘I’m No Angel,’ 
(Par) which will take the Oriental 
to a new high in both gross and at- 
tendance. Came in Tuesday (3) 
night opening for a world premiere 
and understood to have taken $4,500 
in the first evening. Business built 
strongly, particularly on reviews, 
which stressed the s.a. of the film, 


though not raving on the quality. 
But with West it’s quantity that 
counts. Only the low scale will keep 


this house from getting the top fig- 
ure of the loop. 

Sister B&K house, Chicago, will 
get the big numerals on a combo 
show that tops everything in town. 
‘Night Flight,’ with a host of pic- 
ture names, is coupled with ‘Crazy 
Quilt’ tab, both of which started off 
the house to standout business, and 
it’s going to build. Only the physi- 
cal impossibility of doing more than 
five shows daily will keep this house 
from hitting a new high. First per- 
formance on the opening day de- 
layed by the late arrival of the pro- 
duction, resulting in only four shows 
on Friday. With all these handi- 
caps the Chicago will touch $55,000 
for the week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-45-75) 
‘Night Flight’ (MG) and ‘Crazy 
Quilt,’ musical tab. Trade surprised 
when Metro-Goldwyn permitted this 
all-star flicker to go into a one-week 
house, Metro usually demanding a 
run spot for a picture as ballyhooed 
as this one. All of which is a 
tip-off on the picture’s intrinsic 
strength. Tab is getting equal bill- 
ing and doing more than its share 
for coin. House is riding high cur- 
rently on both counts and the five 
shows daily will hold the gross to 
$55,000, a terrific figure. Last week, 
‘Penthouse’ (MG) clicked with plenty 
of profit, due to the low-cost flicker 
and stage show. Picture made good 
on its own and goes into the Roose- 
velt for the loop repeat. Did fine 
$56,600. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-35) 
*Too Much Harmony’ (Par). After 
having been plugged for three dif- 
ferent spots finally comes in here 
and will do excellent trade. Started 
slowly but word-of-mouth will build 
against the handicap of start and 
the lethargy of the theatre. Looks 
like fine $17,000 following its Satur- 
day (7) start. Last week ‘Lady for 
Day’ (Col) held up on its second 
loop session to good $9,400. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 30-40-50) 
T’m No Angel’ (Par). Outstanding 
picture strength in the loop. Build- 
ing into a zoom right from the 
start. Reviews, though indifferent 
from the quality standpoint, are 
perfect for box-office results, 
bringing out the Westism. Ex- 
tremely hot to $51,000 or better. 
a new high. Last week ‘Power and 
Glory’ (Fox) died to $8,900, sliding 
away after a fair start. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83) 
Brief Moment’ (Col) and ‘Strike 
Me Pink’ tab. Neither one strong 
on merit or reports. ‘Pink’ had 
some business opening day due to 
rep of legit show, but the talk soon 
had the house riding downward. 
‘Crazy Quilt’ tab at the Chicago 
has the better breaks and word- 
of-mouth. Maybe $22,000, fair 
enough. Last week ‘One Man’s 
Journey’ (RKO) had Lou Holtz in 
his second week as accompaniment 
to so-so $21,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35) 
‘Penthouse’ (MG). Second loop 
week after doing pleasant business 
previous session at the ace Chi- 
cago. Will profit nicely on chance 
for big $13,000. After this picture 
comes a couple weeks of Univer- 
sal’s ‘Saturday’s Million,’ and the 
B&K brings the first serial in re- 
cent history of loop, ‘Tarzan’ fea- 
ture opening episode and 12 fol- 


lowing chapters. Last week ‘Turn 
Back Clock’ (MG) got $10,700, 
okay. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20- 


40) ‘Laughing at Life’ (Mono) and 
vaude. One of the few first-runs 
for this house with this indie re- 








VAUDFILM IN MONTREAL 
ON THE UPBEAT, $11,000 


Montreal, Oct. 9. 

Vaude came back with a bang 
to Montreal and a $13,000 gross 
with the SRO sign out and turn- 
away biz for the first time this 
year at Loew’s or any other house 
in town. Maybe it won’t be so big 
currently but there will still be 
nice b.o. for the variety house. 
Charles Santrey started the ball 
rolling and got some nice local pub- 
licity in interviews. 

Palace showing ‘Too Much Har- 
mony’ has fair outlook for $7,000 
and Capitol brace ‘Torch Singer’ 
and “Tomorrow at Seven’ look good 
for $6,500. All usual figures to 
date for Loew’s have to be revised 
in view of the sudden come-back 
of vaude, and ‘Beauty for Sale,’ 
plus a snappy presentation revue 
should account for $11,000 anyway. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50- 
1.50). French company in comedy 
(legit). Second week, $4,000. Last 
week did much better than ex- 


pected at $5,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60), “Too 
Much Harmony’ (Par). Looks 
$7,000. Last week ‘Broadway to 
Hollywood’ (MG), $8,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50), ‘Torch 
Singer’ (Par) and ‘Tomorrow at 
Seven’ (Par). This is well above 
average and $6,500 gross is a cinch. 
Last week ‘F. P. 1’ (Fox) and ‘She 
Had to Say Yes’ (WB), $7,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65), ‘Beauty 
for Sale’ (MG) and vaude. Femmes 
will like picture and vaude sure to 
hit town hard; $11,000 likely at 
least. Last week ‘Mary Stevens, 
M.D” (WB) and vaude highest 
gross this year at $13,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50), ‘Brief 
Moment’ (Col) and ‘Narrow Corner’ 
(Col). Another good program that 
should gross $8,000. Last week 
‘Emperor Jones’ (UA) and ‘Parole 
Girl’ (Col), $7,000. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,600; 
50), ‘Nu Comme un Ver’ (French). 
Looks $2,000. Last week French 
operetta. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 





(600; 50), ‘La Madelon.” Around 
usual $1,800. Last week ‘Monsieur 
Quick,’ $1,500. 





Colmbs’ 3 Standout 
Pix; College Again 
Adds on 20,000 Pop 


Columbus, Oct. 9. 

At least three standouts in the 
films here this session, with the 
holdover of ‘Dinner at Eight’ is caus- 
ing the most comment despite that 
it could have done better in the 
first week. Top price of $1.65 
stumps the natives, but the balcony 
and cheaper seats are sellouts. 

‘Too Much Harmony’ at the Ohio 
getting heavy play, with ‘Paddy’ 
making the Broad some dollars and 
‘Ann Vickers’ doing the same for 
the Palace. Others not so forte, 
but local one and only all-flesh 
house, the Lyceum, burlesque build- 
ing again now that weather is cool- 
er and the college lads are back in 
town. College openings have in- 
creased local population by 20,000 

Estimates for This Week 

. Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40) ‘Ann 
Vickers’ (RKO). Good advance 
helped some and start above ex- 





pectations; should do $6,000. Last 
week ‘My Weakness’ (Fox) only 
$4,700. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40) 
‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par.) Off 


like a perfect hit and on way to bet- 
ter than good $10,000. Last week 
‘One Sunday Afternoon’ (Par) just 
roe opposite and glad to take $5,- 
Hartman (Neth) (1,200; 75-$1.65) 
‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG). In second 
week and should hit good enough 
$6,000. Last week same film just 
bettered $7,000 playing = straight 
two-a-day roadshow. 
Grand_(Neth) (1,100; 25-40) ‘Wild 
Boys of the Road’ (FN). No pull- 
ing power and will lose out at no 
more than $3,000. Last week re- 
vival of ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), which 
played four weeks at.this house 


lease. House continues steady|only a short time back, proved a 
pace, never wavering from its $15,-|floppo with grosses only slightly 
000-$17,000 territory. But making | better than $2,500. 

plenty of black ink on the ledger Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40). 
at $15,000 stride indicated for cur- | ‘Paddy’ (Fox). May go to neat $8,- 
rent session. Last week ‘Big Brain’|000. Last week ‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox) 
(RKO) connected nicely at $15,900.| plenty strong at even $9,900. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 22-32).) 
35-55) ‘Voltaire’ (WB). Two weeks | ‘Charlie Chan’s Greatest Case’ | 
and out. Down sharply this ses- |(Fox). Type always pulls here and | 
sion to perhaps $7,000 and a quick }should get $3,500, fine. Last week | 
yank on Wednesday (11), when| ‘Headline Shooters’ (RKO) fell off | 
‘Bowery’ (UA) arrives. Last week | terrifically toward close but stayed } 

| 


‘Voltaire’ got nowhere at $13,300. 


in running by getting $2,500. 





B’HAM BLAH 


Flock of Weak ’Uns in All at Once 
—Weakness,’ $5,000 








Birmingham, Oct. 9. 

Doughnuts and coffee for the 
money keepers this week. A bevy 
of weak pictures landed in town in 
one hop. 

Colder weather, probably the end 
of the hot season, arrived Saturday 
Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
40), ‘My Weakness’ (Fox). Like the 
title, weak $5,000. Last week ‘Too 
Much Harmony’ (Par) oke for 

$7,500. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 
Cornered Moon’ (Par). 
much more than $1,500. 
‘One Sunday Afternoon’ 
$1,800. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25), ‘Shang- 
hai Madness’ (Fox). Second weak 
week in succession, $1,000. Last 
week ‘Big Executive’ (RKO) same. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25), ‘Pic- 
ture Snatcher’ (WB). A little late 
reaching here but as fine a week as 
one could expect anywhere this, 
week, $1,500. Last week ‘Mary 
Stevens, M.D.’ (WB) around $1,800. 

Jefferson (Indie) (2,000; 15-25), 
‘Her Splendid Folly’ and stage 
show. Hanging on to present policy 
for two more weeks when change 
will be made to musicals, $1,000. 
Last week in the neighborhood of 
the same, or less. 


SEATTLE IS ALL 
SET FOR SOME 
— EXTRA BIZ 


Seattle, Oct. 9. 

The gross map is due to change 
here with Orpheum opening Satur- 
day with 10 vaude acts and feature, 
and Metropolitan a week later on 
regular picture-prolog-band policy. 
Both houses to scale 25-40, with Met 
going to four bits Sundays, reviv- 
ing symphony band concerts, 
similar to Coliseum of a few years 
ago, when the concerts there each 
week were a real attraction. Mischa 
Guterson to be band director, 25 
pieces augmented to 35 or 40 for the 
Sunday concerts. George Hood 
back in show biz after spell running 
hotel, Hood looking after prologs 
and band at this house. Kent 
Thomson, manager, plans playing 
foreigns and indies, with the regu- 
lar policy giving way for roadshows. 
Idea is to keep the house lighted, 
now that $30,000 has been spent fix- 
ing it up. 

Oscar Oldknow has lease for 
Orpheum, with H. A. McBride, re- 
cently Orpheum manager at Spo- 
kane, as local manager. Opens 14th 
with 10 vaude acts booked by Bert 
Levy, opening pix, ‘Bureau of 
Missing Persons.’ Mike Rosenberg 
reported in on the deal with Old- 
know who is here in person to get 
things started. 

With these houses joining the 
scramble looks like Seattle will be 
a great film market. Also reported 
Embassy (Joe Danz) will go first 
run. 

This week ‘The Power and Glory’ 
attracts to Fifth Ave. ‘Emperor 
Jones’ is at Blue Mouse, ‘Lady for 
a Day’ holds over second week at 
Roxy; usual fare at others. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave, (Evergreen) (2,400; 25- 
40)—‘Power and Glory’ (Fox). Play- 
ing up ‘narratage’ and getting this 
pix at pop prices after it was set 
for roadshowing here; looks $7,000, 
moderate. Last week ‘Broadway to 
Hollywood’ (MGM) only fair, $6,400. 

Roxy (J-vH) (2,300; 25-35)— 
‘Lady for a Day’ (Col). Going for 
second week, anticipates $5,500. 
good. Last week same film got 


$7,200. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-40)—‘One Sunday Afternoon’ 
(Par). Plugging ‘laff week’ with 
comedy shorts, helping some to 
$5,200, okay. Last week ‘Torch 
Singer’ (Par), liked and good at 
$5,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
40)—‘Goodbye Again’ (FN). Fair 
for $3,300. Last week ‘Morning 
Glory’ (RKO) second week, slipped 
to slow $2,500 after good opening 


25), ‘Three 
Won't mean 
Last week, 
(Par), 








week, 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
40)—‘Emperor Jones’ (UA). Paul 


Robeson and Eugene O'Neill billed 
to make class appeal, and getting it 
for an excellent $5,000. Last week 


‘One Man’s Journey’ (RKO) good at! week) $1,700. 


$4,000. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 


‘Below the Sea’ (Col), ‘World Gone | 


Mad’ (Maj), dual. A big $5,000 in| 
sight, Last week ‘The Sphinx’ 
(Shef) and ‘The Lone Avenger’ 


l(ww) big at just under $5,090. 


Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25)—‘Storm at Daybreak’ 
‘Mayor of Hell’ (FN) dual, for four 
days only, to get back to reg Wed- 


nesday change. Should click at 
$2,500, good. Last week ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ (MG) ‘Detective 62 
(WB) dual, okay, $4,009. 


10-25)— | 


(MG), | 


Lotsa Dough in B'way’s Vo-Do-De-0 
B.0. Biz: $250,000 Alone Among 4 
Pix, ‘Bull, ‘Bowery, Footlight, Par 





A group of strong box office at- 
tractions this week brings a song 
of high glee to Broadway. Coupled 
with the usual seasonal increase in 
grossing levels at this time of the 
year and indications that people 
are beginning to patronize down- 
town theatres more and more, nu- 


merous shows are clicking with 
surprising tensity. 
Outstanders are ‘Footlight Pa- 


rade’ at the Strand; ‘Torch Singer,’ 
with Sally Rand on the stage, at 
the Paramount; and ‘The Bowery’ 


at the Rivoli, and $80,000 on ‘Dr. 
Bull’ at Music Hall. 
These four attractions in them- 


selves will gross a total of some- 
where between $225,000 and $250,000. 
A quarter of a million for four film- 
shops is not to be sreezed at. 

Strong runners-up are ‘Night 
Flight’ at the Capitol, ‘Charlie 
Chan's Greatest Case’ at the old 
foxy and ‘Song of Songs’ at the 
State. : 

This leaves little for the column 
that will record this week's fair 
or mild grosses, the smallest busi- 
ness-getter, from all indications, 
being ‘I Loved a Woman’ at the 
Hollywood. But while its chances 
appear to be $8,000, this cannot by 
any means be considered bad since 
it’s the third week for the Robin- 
son-Francis pic, including. original 
two big weeks at Strand. 

Of the big leaders, in ratio to 
overhead and capacity. ‘The Bowery’ 
is at the head with a certain $50,- 
000 on the week at the Rivoli, with 
‘Footlight Parade’ close by at the 
Strand at $55,000 and a change to 
get $60,000, well-nigh sensational. 

The Paramount, finding Sally 
Rand, the fan dancer, a jammer- 
inner, will also hit $55,000, with no 
guarantee the full seven days won't 
be extended. House wants to bring 
in Mae West's ‘I'm No Angel’ Fri- 
day (13), so Par probably will not 
hold over despite the $55,000 figure 
justifying it. 

The Music Hall is not as big as 
expected with Will Rogers’ latest, 
‘Dr. Bull,’ which has been doing ex- 
cellently all over the country, where 
released. Hall hopes to beat indi- 
cated $80,000. 

Capitol redeems itself with ‘Night 
Flight’ and a flock of names of hox- 
office importance, with probabilities 
pointing to somewhere near $50,000. 
Picture holdover. 

The old Roxy gets its share of 
available fan money at biggest take 
in long while, about $34,000. 

Colman’s box-office draft is as- 
serting itself at Loew’s State, which 
right along has been favored by 
strong film attractions. Currently 
the vaude combination anticipates a 
count-up of $17,000 on ‘The Masque- 
rader’, 

Mayfair, RKO Roxy, and Palace 
aren’t doing badly, either. ‘The 
Good Companions,’ with Walter 
Reade going in for more advertis- 
ing, opened well at the Mayfair and 
on the week should get around 
$10,000. 

Pal has ‘Bureau of Missing Per- 
sons,’ which did fine business for 
the Warners at the Strand and here 
should hit $12,000 or better, while 
the RKO Roxy will be about $11,000 
with ‘Power and Glory,’ four days, 
and ‘My Weakness,’ three days. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$165-$2.20) 
‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) (7th week). 
Holding up well nights but falling 
off a little matinees. Still strong 
enough at $17,000 last week (sixth) 
to hang on for a while yet. ‘Eski- 
mo’ probable next for two-a-day 
run here. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10 
$1.65) ‘Night Flight’ (MG) and 
stage show. Air picture, aided by 
a bunch of names, including John 
Barrymore, Gable, Helen Hayes, 
Lionel Barrymore, Montgomery 
and Myrna Loy, taking house to 
f00d $50,000 or so. Holding over. 


Last week ‘Stage Mother’ (MG) 
only $30,900. 

Gaiety (808; 55-$1.10-$1.65) 
‘Berkeley Square’ (Fox) (4th 
week). Got $9,000 last week and 


on first five days of this (4th week) 
has taken in $6,000, indicating pic- 
ture has not started to weaken 


much. 
Criterion (875; 55-$1.10:-$1.65) 
‘SS. O. §. Iceberg’ (U) (3rd-final 


week). Not sticking another week. 
Last week (2n@) picture got $5,500. 








(Mono) last week proved light on 
draw, $7,500. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75), ‘Bu- 
reau of Missing Persons’ (WB) and 
vaude. Probable for $12,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Power and the Glory’ 
(Fox) and vaude, $15,000, over ex- 
pectations. 

Paramount (3,553; 35-55-75), 
‘Torch Singer’ (Par) and _ stage 
show. Sally Rand well exploited on 
engagement, helping stoutly for a 
mighty $55,000, with a chance to 
beat that by $2,000 or $3,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Too Much Har- 
mony’ (Par), very good at $35,500. 

Sodio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 


55-75), ‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Will Rogers will be lucky to 
beat so-so $80,000. Last week ‘Ann 
Vickers’ (RKO) held up well. 
$88,000, 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-65), ‘The 
Deluge’ (Saal). Not doing so well 
and $8,500 looks tops. ‘Thunder 


Over Mexico’ (Prin) on its second 
week was $9,500, okay. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85), “The 
Bowery’ (UA). On its first week the 
Beery-J. Cooper picture warming 
the cockles with $50,000 or there- 
abouts, tremendous. Attraction is 
being well exploited on this engage- 
ment. The second week of ‘Emperor 
Jones’ (UA) was $22,000, good. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55), ‘Charlie 
Chan’s Greatest Case’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Combination of fea- 
ture, Bobby Sanford’s ‘Show Boat’ 
and radio broadcast of Billy Jones 
and Ernie Hare from stage, ac- 
counting for a $34,000 pace, very 
nifty. Last week ‘Brief Moment’ 
(Col) got $28,000. 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 25-40), ‘Power 
and Glory’ (Fox), four days, and 
‘My Weakness’ (Fox), three days. 
Combination, on strength of how 
‘Glory’ begins the week, ought to 
show up around $11,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ (U), 
four days and ‘Secret of Blue Room’ 
(U), $10,700. 

State (2,000; 35-55-75), ‘The Mas- 
querader’ (UA) and vaude. Col- 
man’s latest off smartly for what 
looks like a $17,000 week, good. Pre- 
vious incumbent, ‘Song of Songs’ 
(Par), went to an excellent $20,000. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75), ‘Foot- 
light Parade’ (WB). Another mu- 
sical smash for Warners’ which 
looks like a wow at $55,000. Last 
week, second of ‘I Loved a Woman’ 
(WB), $17,200 on six days. 


‘VANITIES’ UPS TO 216, 
‘PENTHOUSE’ 236, BUFF. 


Buffalo, Oct. 9. 

Shows with decided draw have 
come to town and Buffalo looks 
high over the red it floundered in 
all summer. 

The Buffalo leads the parade at 
a chance for $23,000 with ‘Pent- 
house’, with Great Lakes a close 
second at $21,000 or slightly better. 
Indications are that vaude at latter 
is beginning to prove real box office. 

Century will be better than pre- 
vious week with ‘Power and Glory’ 
showing some stimulus but Hipp 


will be poorer than previous week. 

Indie Lafayette looks to go above 

its average or better than $6,000. 
Estimates For This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-65)— 
‘Penthouse’ (MG) and stage show. 
Exhibiting fine draw and gives 
house an even chance to hit $23,009, 
biggest in a good long spell and 
more like the old times after 4 
$10,000 average over the summer. 
Big take aided somewhat by in- 
crease in admish scale to 65c. top. 
Last week ‘Three Cornered Moon’ 
(Par) stood up strongly for $17,400. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400;; 25-40), ‘One 
Man’s Journey’ (RKO). Failing to 
excite with too many strong attrac- 
tions as opposition and looks tops at 
$6,000, fair. Last week ‘Too Much 
Harmony’ (Par) got a good $8,100. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-50), 
‘Mary Stevens, M.D.’ (WB) and 
‘Vanities’ tab. Condensed musical 
show on stage aiding powerfully for 
a mighty $21,000 or more. House 








| First two days of current (3rd | boosted its tariff a dime on Satur- 
Closes Friday night|days and Sundays, this figuring 
| (13). somewhat in showing being made. 
Hollywood (1,553; 25-35-55-75- | Last week ‘I Loved You Wednesday” 
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Goes out Wednesday night, War-|nice improvement over the $3,900 
ners bringing in ‘Ever in My | chalked up last week on ‘No Mar- 
Heart’ Thursday (12). |riage Ties’ (RKO). 
Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65) ‘The Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), ‘Sat- 
Good Companions’ (Fox). Opened|urday’s Millions’ (U). Nice paca, 
-sterday (Monday) and starting} looks like a cinch over $6,000 week. 
ut for what appears to be a $19,- | Last week ‘Big Brain’ (RKO) aver- 
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Hub in 


a Hub-Bub of B.0. Hey-Hey, 


Lewis, Dinner, ‘Paddy Wow Biz 


Boston, Oct. 9. 
Rialto’s film sector, already on the 
up and up, is enlivened still more 
by the opening tonight (Monday) of 
‘Dinner at Eight,’ roadshowed into 
the Majestic at $1.65 top, two-a-day 
after premiere. This is a top event 


of the week. Picture had been 
booked in for week ago, but MG 
permitted ‘Damaged Lives’ to re- 


main an extra week at this spot. 
Latter film had to move out Satur- 
day, and continues its run at the 
Park, beginning next Thursday. This 


health pic has been busting some 
records on its own hook, and, had 


it not been for previous Metro con- 
tract, would have been set for a 
good long run. 

In several spots biz is even im- 
proved following a. fine last week. 

RKO Boston is like a house afire 
with good stage and screen, and 
week end biz beat the corresponding 
days of recent all time record for 
house with ‘Vanities.’ 

Met, with Janet Gaynor to jam 
’em, is perking with a gala show, 
footlight and film, her latest getting 
plenty praise. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Henry VIII'—(UA) and Jesse Craw- 
fords. Raves from reviewers for the 
film and Laughton. Looks to get 
$15,000 or more, nice. Last week, 
‘Ann Vickers’ (RKO), and Craw- 
fords did far better than anything 
in long time with $17,000. 

Majestic (1,600; 55-$1.65) ‘Dinner 
at.Eight’ (MG). Should do an easy, 
heaven high, $17,000 in its opening 
week. Last week, ‘Damaged Lives’ 
(Weldon) had its third week, being 
forced to move Saturday by pre- 
vious booking of MG film. Picture 
grosses $15,000, making a gorgeous 
$46,500 for its stay in Tremont 
street. Next Thursday it moves to 
Fark, at slashed prices. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 30-40-50)— 
“Love, Honor and Oh Baby’ (U) and 
Ted Lewis and his show. Wowing 


em. Double rainbow up again, with 
grosses stretching toward recent 


recond by ‘Vanities’ of $29,200. Easy 

25,000. Last week, ‘Don’t Bet on 
Love’ (U) and Paul Whiteman show 
spread velvet in $16,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50) 
‘Solitaire Man’ (MG) and vaude. Bill 
not up to previous two weeks, but 
the habit’s on and biz is fine. 
Strengthening the stage will pace 
the programs and put the spot in 
better form for race the Boston has 
started. ~ Plenty gravy, though, in 
expected $16,500. Last week, ‘Beau- 
ty for Sale’ (MG) and vaude, pleas- 


ing both ways, very creamy for 
$17,000. 
State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-56)— 


‘Bowery’ (20th Cent.), Rowdily hila- 
rious; wide profit margin in $11,000. 
Opened just fair, but building. Last 
week, ‘Stage Mother’ (MG), okay 
for $9,500. 

Met (M&P) (4,330; 30-40-50-65)— 
‘Paddy’ (Fox) and double. stage 
show. Latter extravagance un- 
necessary, as Gaynor is tremendous 
always here. Bang up biz, patrons 
speaking their praises of generous 


fare. Looks like big $24,000. "ast 
week, ‘Golden Harvest’ (Par) and 
stage show, both very ordinary, 


with corresponding results at b. o. 
Just an average at $19,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 35-45- 
b5)—‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par) and 
‘Wild Boys’ (FN). First had a 
smash week at Met, and lives up 
to hopes that it could stand a week’s 
extension; biz good at chance for 
$9,500. Last week ‘I Loved a 
Woman’ (FN) and ‘Before Dawn’ 
(RKO), swell at $8,900, former doing 
the pulling. 


B’KLYN BIZ GENERALLY 
OKE, ‘TORCH’ $23,000 


3rooklyn, Oct. 9. 
Downtown deluxers report okay 
business. Albee and Paramount are 
doing particularly well. Former 
has ‘Ann Vickers’ and latter ‘Torch 
Singer.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55-65) 
‘Torch Singer’ (Par) and _ stage 
show featuring Nick Lucas. In re- 
gion of $23,000, fine. Last week, 
‘Big Executive,’ $18,900, okay. 





Fox (4,000; 25-35-50) ‘Shanghai 
Madness’ (Fox) and stage show 


with Venita Gould and Bert Froh- 


man copping honors. Looks like 
$15,000, satisfactory. Last week, 
PI’ (Fox) did $15,500. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50) ‘Ann 


Vickers’ (RKO) and vaude. A good 
$22,000 this week. Last week ‘My 
Weakness’ (Fox) only $11,900, 
weak. 

Loew’s Metropolitan (2,400; 25- 
35-50) ‘Masquerader’ (UA) and 
vaude. Wm. and Joe Mandel head- 
ing bill. In vicinity of $18,000, mild. 
Last week, ‘Stage Mother’ (MG) 
and Rudy Vallee on stage got $22,- 
000, oke. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50) ‘Wild 
Boys of Road.’ Should do $9,500, all 
right. Last week, ‘Missing Per- 
sons’ (FN), $9,800. 
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KC’S FLOCK OF GOOD 
PIX, ‘FLIGHT’ $17,500 


Kansas City, Oct. 9. 





This is one of the eventful weeks 
of the season for the fans, if they 
try to see all of the first runs of- 
fered. 

Loew’s Midland, after an extende a 
publicity campaign has ‘Night 
Flight’ with its array of names, and 
is counting on one of its smash 


weeks. ‘Ann Vickers’ is showing at 
the RKO Mainstreet, and is expect- 
ed to hang up a real mark for the 
house, 

After two weeks of ‘Dr. Bull’ the 
Fox Uptown is going musical with 
‘My Weakness’. Picture has been 
circused and will get the hot-cha 
crowd. 

The Newman had the 
guessing. ‘Too Much 
was held over for three days with 
‘Golden Harvest’ going in Monday 
for four days and then Mae West’s 
picture for a run. 

ast week was spotty. All of 
the downtowners opened nicely and 





opposition 
Harmony’ 





held up strong over Sunday when 
things happened and business 
slipped, pretty badly for some of 


them. All suffered on their matinee 
business, the blame going to the 
World Series, as the customers 
hung to their radios. 

Estimates For This Week 
Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- 
20) — ‘Ann Carver’s’ Profession’ 
(Col), half; ‘Vampire Bat’ (Maj), 
split. In spite of low prices the 
steady grind counts and will get 
close to the normal $2,000. Last 
week ‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO) and 
‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col), ditto. 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40) 
—Ann Vickers’ (RKO). Heavily 
advertised and will hit $9,000, good. 


Last week ‘Morning Glory’ (RKO), 
$8,500. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000;  25)— 
‘Night Flight’ (MG). Extra news- 


paper space and numerous publicity 
stunts and tie-ups brought long 
lines in front of the house again 
for the opening and it looks like a 
big $17,500. Last week ‘Turn Back 
the Clock’ (MG), $8,700, fair. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par). ‘Gold- 
en Harvest’ (Par), split. First pic- 
ture a holdover and management 
looks for $3,000 with about $4,000 
for the other although the latter has 
been given but little advance pub- 
licity. Last week ‘Too Much Har- 
mony’ (Par) strongly plugged, 
$14,000, big. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 
Weakness’ (Fox). Biggest adver- 
tising campaign the house has 
given a picture in months, around 
$4,200, good. Last week ‘Dr. Bull’ 
(Fox), second week, $3,500, okay 
for six days. 


25-40)—‘My 


Lincoln’s 2 Fan Dancers 


May Get Wot Biz There Is 


Lincoln, Oct. 9. 


Well, there are fan dancers and 
fan dancers and loca] stage shows 
get their share of ’em this stretch. 
Both vaude houses, the Lincoln 
with Roxanne Carmine—the Orph 
with Fay Baker, have a fanner to 
attract some biz. The pic. bill 
along the row is very weak, so it 
seems that all the patronage would 
seep into these two houses. 

The same thing is happening 
again that has always happened 
with vaude here. With each week’s 
presentation more attention is be- 
ing paid, and money, too, for mu- 
sic than is being spent for the 
show people want to see. When an 
attempt is made to put more peo- 
ple on the stage, they come in by 
way of the band and not with en- 
tertainment ability. At the same 
time, with the increase of dough 
going for music, the budget act 
falls lower and the quality like- 
wise. 

Tracy-Brown’s outfit at the 
Orph holds for the third week, but 
they're getting wise and bringing 
in some acts instead of keeping 
up their stock-presentation sys- 
tem Biz siumped badly in this 
spot last week and they had to 
bring in two acts from Chi in the 
middle of the week, but it was too 
late to do good. Ted Leary brought 
into the Lincoln last week with 
the understanding that he’d be in 
for about three weeks, had the 
proposition blow up in his face at 
the end of the first six days, and 
he trots back into Chi to make way 
for a three-act standard bill with 
the O’Connor family, Frank Melino 
and the fan-flipper. 

Biz is way off all around, 
it’s evidently a booking fault. 

Estimates For This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15-20)— 
‘Narrow Corner’ (WB). Set for 
first half but may hold. Fair $850. 
Last week ‘Charlie Chan’s Great 


but 





‘rials on both halves. 


Chance’ (Fox) and ‘Crossfire’ 
(RKO) split, had nice week, $900. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-25-40)— 


show with Roxanne Carmine doing 
a fan dance and the O’Connor fam- 
ily. Should get this house out of 
ithe slump. Maybet neat $3,000. Last 
week ‘Baby Face’ (WB) and stage 
presentation of Ted Leary’s ‘Big 
Moments of 1933’. Week went only 
air as the pic was old and the foot- 
light stuff was very weak. A liberal 
|gross would be $2,500. 

| Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 

‘I Loved a Woman’ (WB). Won't 
excite any shouts from the house- 
;}tops but will get over the house 
{nut all right. Moderate at $2,300. 
|Last week ‘Too Much Harmony’ 
'(Par) didn’t do excitable biz, but 
nicely at $2,600. 

Liberty (Indie TC) (1,400; 10)— 
‘Her Mad Night’ (May) and ‘Rain- 
bow Ranch’ (Mono) split with se- 
Will keep up 
the average $900. Last week ‘Guilty 
or Not Guilty’ (Mono) and ‘Gold’ 
(MW) split, slumped to $750. 

Orpheum (Indie TC) (1,300; 10- 
25-35) —‘Yourg Bride’ (RKO) and 
stage show. “3uilt around the third 
week with Tracy-Brown’s ork 
which will have to take a back seat 





| 





for the fan dancing of Fay Baker, 
another gal who watched Sally 
Rand and let it go to her head. 
Show will probably do $2,400 which 
is just about breaking even. Last 
week ‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) and 
Tracy-Brown’s Stage show which 
slumped badly mid-week and an 
unsuccessful attempt was made to 
bolster by bringing in some new 
acts. Week was disappointing with 
a very weak $1,900. There was a 
midnight show thrown in, too. 
State (STI) (500; 10-15-25) ‘Rio 
Rita’ (RKO). Revived version goes 
in here and will be about able to 
take a good $1,000. Last week ‘Lady 
For a Day’ (Col) in second week 
good for $1,100. Nice. 


BERNIE-‘TIES, 
‘BOWERY, WEST 
DET.S BEST 





Detroit, Oct. 9. 

Three outstanding attractions of- 
fered simultaneously and all doing 
business. The RKO Downtown with 
Ben Bernie and ‘No Marriage Ties’ 
on screen is the most unexpected. 
Reversing its form from a pathetic 
$6,200 last week to a _ probable 
$18,000. 

The State with Mae West’s ‘I’m 
No Angel,’ running nine shows a 
day, and with the scale raised to 
55¢e top, is another, and United Ar- 
tists’ ‘The Bowery’ is likewise vo- 
dough-de-o. 

With all three doing business, the 
other attractions are also-rans, with 
the Fox holding up best and not los- 
ing much ground. 

‘Dinner at Eight’ roadshowing at 
$1.50 at the Wilson. 

The Fisher takes ‘Too Much Har- 
mony’ after a good first week at the 
Michigan. The Fox offers ‘Charlie 
Chan’s Greatest Case’ and a ‘Vari- 
eties’ show. 

Last week was noticeable by the 
worst booking this town has seen. 
Ethel Barrymore at the Downtown, 
getting $3,850 in salary for the week, 
pulled a total gross of $6,200. House 
lost more than it grossed. The 
Michigan did nicely with ‘Too Much 
Harmony’ for $20,900, while the Fox 
was also okay at $19,300 with ‘Dr. 
Bull’ and stage show. The U. A. 
was not bad with ‘Emperor Jones’ 
at $8,300, but warranted only one 
week with ‘The Bowery’ available. 
The Fisher slid to the red with 
‘Solitaire Man’ for a total of $3,700. 
The State was again plenty weak and 
closed for two days preceding pres- 
ent showing of ‘I’m No Angel’ with 
‘Golden Harvest’ at a weak $1,875. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (P-P) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55). ‘Stage Mother’ (MG) and 
stage show with Lanny Ross. Fair 
at indicated $15,000. Last week ‘Too 
Much Harmony’ (Par), good $20,900. 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 15-25-35-40-55). 
‘Chan’s Greatest Case’ (Fox) and 
‘Varieties.’ So-so, $18,000. Last 
week ‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox), fair at $19,300. 

RKO Downtown (RKO) (2,750; 
15-25-35-40-55) ‘No Marriage Ties’ 
(RKO) and vaude show with Ben 
Bernie in person. Wham biz, a 
socko, $18,000. Last week ‘Secret of 
the Blue Room’ (U) was no help to 
Ethel Barrymore for a new low of 
$6,200. 

United Artists (P-P) (2,018; 15- 
25-35-40-55) ‘The Bowery’ (UA). 
Likewise very up, $15,000, nifty. Last 
week ‘Emperor Jones’ (UA), fair at 
$8,300. 

State (P-P) (3,000; 15-25-35-40- 
55) ‘I’m No Angel’ (Par). Going 
great guns for smash, $35,000 or bet- 
ter. Last week ‘Golden Harvest’ 
(MG), plenty weak at $1,875 in six 
days. 

Fisher (P-P) ‘Too Much Harmony’ 
(Par). Up, $6,000, oke. Last week 
‘Solitaire Man’ (MG), mild at $3,700. 





‘Goodbye Again’ (WB) and a stage 





‘VICKERS’ OK $12,000, 
ETHEL, $8,000, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Oct. 9. 
‘Ann Vickers’ is collecting top 
money along the rialto currently. 
‘My Weakness’ has Capitol register- 
ing black after fortnight of slug- 


gish biz, and ‘One Sunday After- 
noon’ is sunshine for the Lyric. 

Palace, with Ethel Barrymore 
heading vaude unit, and ‘Sing, Sin- 
ner, Sing’ the screen feature, not so 
hot. ‘Dinner at Eight,’ roadshowing 
at Shubert, okay in second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-44)—‘Ann 
Vickers’ (RKO). Popularity of Sin- 
clair Lewis story, growing fave of 
Irene Dunn, added blurbs in press 
and on 24-sheet boards, and puffs 
from cricks chorusing a sweet $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Too Much Har- 
mon’ (Par) toned down to $11,500, 
which, while swell, didn’t maintain 
forte tempo of first three days. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-44-60)— 
‘Sing, Sinner, Sing’ (Maj) and 
Ethel Barrymore heading five-act 
vaude intact. Picture, under class 
for this house, panned by reviewers. 
Latter divided in opinions anent 
sketch employed by Miss Barry- 
more, negative side contending. ve- 
hicle prohibits real flashes of her 
dramatic art. Starting pace points 
to $8,000, only fair. Last week 
‘Rafter Romance’ (RKO) and ‘Strike 
Me Pink’ revuette, $18,500, hotsy 
totsy, high for new season. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 35-44)—‘One 
Sunday Afternoon’ (Par). Cooper 
and Wray shadowed by pix title. 
Should fetch $6,500, smiles. Last 
week ‘Broadway to Hollywood’ 
(MG) $4,500, below average. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-44)— 
‘My Weakness’ (Par). Heavy bill- 
ing for Lilian Harvey. Musical 
romance trade tinkling along for 
$1,000, okay. Last week ‘Power and 
Glory’ (Fox) $3,000, weak. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 
‘I Loved a Woman’ (FN). 
ond week, $5,000, oke, with 
for first week, good. 

Shubert (2,190; 60-84-$1.08-$1.65) 
—Dinner at Eight’ (MG). Twice 
daily. Holding strong at $11,500 in 
second week, following a wholesome 
$15,000 on first seven days. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 20-25-30-35) 





30-44)— 
In sec- 
$6,600 


—‘Headline Shooter’ (RKO), and 
‘Blind Adventure’ (RKO). Split 
week. Bringing $1,900, ordinary. 


Last week ‘Good Companions’ (Fox) 
and ‘Before Dawn’ (RKO), divided, 
$1,500, poor. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30)— 
‘Girl in 419’ (Par), ‘Midnight Club’ 
(Par), and ‘Another Language’ 
(MG). Split repeats, $1,500, tame. 
Last week ‘Arizona to Broadway’ 
(Fox), ‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox), and 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (MG), returns, $1,- 
700, slow. 


Strand (1,600; 25-35)—‘Narrow 
Corner’ (WB) and five acts of 
vaude, booked by Gus Sun, with 


Clifford Wayne Six topping. Film 
is most important screened at this 
house since it was taken over by 
owners last season. Stage fare an 
improvement over past fortnight, 
yet still too light for family trade. 
Current take close to $4,200, nice. 
Last week ‘The Avenger’ (Mono) 
and vaude headlined by Costa and 
Carletta, $2,800, mild. 


PROV. BLAMING B. B. 
FOR SLOW BO. PACE 


Providence, Oct. 9. 
A dizzy start all around, and no- 


body knows why. Some exhibitors 
blaming change of opening days for 
poor starts. Others blamed world 
series. For first time in years every 
stand on the main stem is switch- 
ing programs Fridays with one ex- 
ception. Openings have been rather 
screwy for years, and much con- 
fusion has resulted. This week both 
the RKO Albee and Fay’s, vaude 
houses, open programs on Friday 
instead of Saturday making it uni- 
form all around except at the RKO 
Victory where split week bills open 
Sundays and Thursdays. 

Friday was the poorest day the- 
atres have experienced in some 
weeks. Saturday pick-up was no- 
ticeable, and with the world series 
out of the way most stands figure 
on a sufficient climb to make things 
even. 

The RKO Albee joined Fay’s and 
Loew's with stage shows this week, 
Paul Whiteman being the initial at- 
traction. Whiteman pulls freight 
Wednesday night, Thursday tabloid 
version of George White’s ‘Scandals’ 
moving in for an eight-day engage- 
ment. 

Although Marie Prevost is head- 
lining at Fay’s, and much ballyhoo 
has resulted, the two spots making 
the coin with stage shows are 











San Francisco Competition Hot; 
‘Must Love 14G’s, ‘Weakness’ 116 


San Francisco, Oct. 9. 
grim determination 
pocketbooks, managers 
with deadly 


With 
wide open 
have plunged 
into the thick of Frisco’s theatre 
war. They've augmented their 
shows and their ad budgets, they're 
shopping for b.o. magnets—in short 
they’re leaving no stone unturned 
to garner those shekels—even if it 


and 


interest 


means cutting admissions, as the 
United Artists has done with its 
strongest film to date ‘Bowery’ 


which is playing to a clipped tariff 
of 40 cents. 

Long noted for upholding its 
prices, Frisco now has three cut- 
rate downtown first-runs—Orpheum, 


United Artists and St. Francis at 
40 cents and the Fox at 35. And 
those. three are giving ‘em real 
shows. 


All of which is making the others 


hustle. Warfield has a stellar array 
of names such as Alice Brady, 
Jackie Cooper and Durante in 


‘Broadway to Hollywood’ with June 
Clyde, Richie Craig and Walt Roes- 
ner on stage, and is up near the 
head of the parade. 

Marco’s and Wagnon’s Orpheum 
got off. on the wrong foot last week, 
but they're rapidly making up for 
it this stanza with Al Pearce’s NBC 
gang which smashed attendance 
records at the Golden Gate three 
months ago, and looks due to set a 
high mark at the Orph currently. 
Stage show has the Herman Tim- 
bergs and Rube Wolfe, and the pic 
is ‘Ladies Must Love.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Pincus) (1,700; 50-75- 
$1-$1.50) ‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) 
(2nd week). Holding up well after 
an excellent $11,000 first week. Stays 
on, possibly two more stanzas. 

Embassy (FWC) (1,400; 35-55) 
‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par). Satis- 
factory at $5,000. Last week ‘Pent- 
house’ (MG) got same figure though 
heat cut it down. 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-35) ‘Brief 
Moment’ (Col) and stage show, with 
Ted FioRito’s band, Tommy Harris, 
clicking at $15,000. Last week, first 
of this new policy, with ‘Sweetheart 
of Sigma Chi’ (Mono) and FioRito 
hit a neat $14,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 
65) ‘Midshipman Jack’ (Radio) and 
vaude, with tab version of ‘Salome.’ 
Got off to a bum start with extra 
hot weather and may hit $10,500. 
Last week, second of ‘Lady for a 
Day’ (Col) was surprisingly good at 
$12,500, after a $17,500 first week. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 25-40) 
‘Ladies Must Love’ (U) and stage 
show with Al Pearce and gang, Rube 
Wolf, the Herman Timbergs, and 
free parking thrown in at night. A 
big click at $14,000, which is plenty 
okay. Last week was in the red 
with around $8,200 with ‘Brain Trust’ 
(Radio) hastily thrown in after first 
show in addition to ‘Tarzan’ and 
stage show. 

Paramount (FWC) 
55) ‘My Weakness’ 
with Lilian Harvey. Fairish at 
$11,000, kept down by competish. 
Last week ‘Torch Singer’ (Par) and 
a swell drawing short ‘Aniakechak’ 
got $10,500. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,500; 25-40) 
‘Captured’ (WB) and ‘Golden Har- 
vest’ (Par). Average $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Beauty for Sale’ (MG) and 
‘F.P.1.’ (Fox) pulled $7,300. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-40) 
‘Bowery’ (UA). New lowered prices 
cutting down big attendance to 
$17,000 gross, which means a lotta 
people. Last week, ‘Power and 
Glory’ (Fox) went bust at $5,000 on 
the week. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,700: 35-55-65) 
‘Broadway to Hollywood’ (MG) and 
stage show, with Walt Roesner, June 


(3,700; 30-40- 
(Fox). First 


Clyde, Richie Craig. Names in pic 
pulling and looks like $18,500, okay. 
Heat lowered ‘Too Much Har- 


mony’ (Par) last week to $19,000. 





Loew's and the Albee, both appar- 
ently neck and neck. 

Albee pulling four shows daily to 
make up for poor Friday start, and 
chances are by Wednesday the tally 
will be close to $8,000 for the six 
days. ‘My Woman’ is_ principal 
screen attraction at Albee but busi- 
ness depending mostly on the stage 

‘Night Flight’ at Loew's with Joe 
Browning headlining vaude. Picture 
not getting as favorable comment 
as anticipated. Even though there 
may be a slight pick-up later in the 
week the most house seems set for 
is close to $9,500, about average. 

Fay’s has ‘Narrow Corner’ on 
screen, type of film not likely to 
click with the patronage at this 
stand. If business perks over $6,000 
it will be because of the vaudeville. 

Once more the Paramount seems 
to have the lead over the Majestic, 
the town’s only other straight pic- 
ture house. ‘Golden Harvest’ and 
‘Sing, Sinner, Sing’ on twin bill with 
‘Tarzan’ serial and couple of other 
shorts. While this week will not up 
to the pace house has been setting 





(Continued on page 26) 
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Comment British Unibes Sales Arm 


Rowson, Gell Out; Woolf in Charge 


London, Oct. 1. 
Gaumont British has merged all 
its subsidary film distributing com- 


panies into one, the combination to 
be known as Gaumont-British Dis- 
tributors, Ltd. That takes in Gau- 
mont, Ideal, and W & F. 

Simon Rowson, who headed Ideal 
Films, Ltd. (which he started about 
20 years ago), until just recently, 
and has been a director on Gau- 
mont-British Pictures since its for- 
mation has resigned from the board 
and all other company activities. 
He has some projects of his own in 
views. Also resigned is William Gell, 
who was general manager of the 
Gaumont Company. 

That pretty much leaves C. M. 
Woolf in control at the head of 
things. 

Move is considered generally a 
simple matter of consolidating ac- 
tivities that were too spread out. 
Company getting all its distributing 
business together under one head 
figures to function that much easier 
and cover the market with more fa- 
cility, besides being of considerable 
help to exhibs who can now book 
films easier by going to one main 
source, rather than talking to sev- 
eral groups of salesmen. 


FINNS GRADE CINEMAS 
BY ADMISSION SCALES 


Helsingfors, Finland, Sept. 28. 

Theatres in this city have been 
classified according to price scale 
by the government, with new law 
definitely forbidding them to 
switch entrance fees in any way. 

Theatres are in three classes 
with five houses in class one, 20 
in class 2 and the remaining ten 
in class 3. Idea is to keep houses 
from switching prices or going up 
and down according to whim of 
owners or pictures booked in. 


Italian Tax and Cost 
Dubs $5,670 Average 


Rome, Sept. 28. 

The newly imposed tax on all pic- 
tures dubbed in Italy—and none but 
pictures dubbed here can “be shown 
—amounts to lire 25,000 a picture. 
At the present rate of exchange, 
this is around $2,200—a _ pretty 
heavy impost. When films are sent 
to the censorship here, they must 
now be accompanied by a receipt for 
this lire 25,000, or they will not be 
examined, 

Distributors, renters and agents 
here of the foreign films cauled a 
meeting after the issue of the de- 
cree of last week, and since chen 
representations have been male to 
the ministry that the tax is much 
tyvo heavy. 

Several of the big American firms 
who have agencies here import as 
many as 20 or 22 pictures a year, 
so they would be expected to con- 
tribute lire 500,000 ($45,000) or so to 
the state. There are three or four 
big American firms including Para- 
mount, Fox and MGM who import 
about this number of films in a year 
and a number of other firms im- 
porting anywhere from six to 12 
pictures. 

It is hoped here that the opera- 
tion of the new tax will be sus- 
pended until further conversations 
have taken place between the rep- 
resentatives of the foreign pro- 
ducers (chiefly American) and the 
officials of the ministry. Other 
ways of collecting the tax are being 
proposed, and it is hoped that sore 
relief will be forthcoming. The tax 
is particularly hard on the small 
importer who often will not know 
where to lay his hand on lire 25,900 
when he wants a picture passed by 
the eensors. The cost of dubbing 
an average feature film here is 
around 45,000 lire. The new tax 
Drings the ccst up to 70,000 lire per 
picture ($5,/00). 











Morris’ Overseas Mission 

Sam Morris, head of Warners’ 
foreign department, landed in Lon- 
don Thursday (5) for a six weeks’ 
0.0. of current condition on the 
Continent. 

After a week or so in London 
he'll go on to Paris and other Eu- 
ropean spots. 





British ‘Tarzan’ Rights 
Bought by Arthur Dent 


Arthur Dent, head of BIP, now 
in New York, closed with Sol Lesser 
Friday (6) for the British distribu- 
tion rights to “Tarzan.” 

Jack Barnstyne, foreign agent, 
sailed for Europe Saturday (7) on 
the S. S. Franconia to arrange for 
the films’ sales rights in other Eu- 
ropean spots. Sol Lesser, who heads 
Principal Pictures, will join him in 
about a week or two. He is slated 
to sail Oct. 14 on the Ile de France. 


CZECH WALKOUT 
BY U.S. STICKS 





Reps of all the foreign depart- 
ments got together last week to talk 
over the Czechoslovak situation and 
decided, despite all rumors and talk 
to the contrary to stand pat and 
continue refraining from business 


activities in that country. It’s now 
17 months since American com- 
panies walked out. 

Several strong rumors around 
that United Artists intended going 
back to film distribution’ there 
brought about the meet, with UA 
assuring the other companies noth- 
ing of the sort was or is being con- 
templated. 


METRO’S MADE-IN-MEX 
PICTURES, ‘VILLA’ 1ST 


Mexico City, Oct. 9. 

Harry Oliver and Arthur Ros- 
som, Metro execs, and Capt. E. L. 
Holmdahl, American soldier of for- 
tune, who fought in several Mex 
revolutions, here for preliminaries 
of Metro’s forthcoming ‘Pancho 
Villa,” a made-in-Mexico produc- 
tion based upon the gory exploits 
of the late General Francisco Villa. 

Metro has in mind two other 
Mexican pictures, to be made in 
this country. 

Latest native talker, ‘Sagrario’ 
(‘Sacrarium’) heavy Mexican 
drama, produced by Aspa Films, a 
new native enterprise, megged by 
Ramon Peon and starring Ramon 
Pereda, who has figured in several 
American-made Spanish’ spoken 
pics, is now on exhibition at the 
Cine Palacio here. Good biz. 

Indo-America Films, another new 
Mexican producer, announces that 
its ‘Profanacion’ (‘Desecration’), 
musical drama, for the Cine Pa- 
lacio Oct. 26. 











Hemingway, Miffed at 


Fox, Snubs Movietone 
Madrid, Sept. 27. 

Fox Movietone, extending its cov- 
erage organization in Europe, has 
opened a branch in Madrid staffed 
by William Murray, cameraman; 
William Steiner, soundman, and 
Hons Handle, editor. 

Local office planning to train 
Spanish newsreel photographers. 
Presently Madrid-Film doing devel- 
oping and printing, while regular 
Fox office in Spain, Hispano-Fox 
Film, distributing prints all over 
Spain, Portugal and Canary Islands. 

Local office tried line up IF. :est 
Hemingway, author, for newsreel 
shots, but the bullfighting expert 
gave them the cold shoulder. Sail 
he was sore at Fox because of deal 
on title of one of his books. 


Prague Filmers Accused 


Prague, Sept. 27. 

Ludwig Kanturek, film distributor, 
the former Prague manager for 
MGM, has been arrested, accused of 
violating exchange transactions by 
reporting to the Czechoslovakia Na- 
tional bank a higher price for im- 
ported films than in the list price, 
and thereby obtaining a larger 
quota in the entry into the country 
of foreign films. 

Similar action has also been taken 
against the Moldavia company of 





Prague. 





Sentimental British 





‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ (U) 
has been retitled ‘Moonlight 


and Melody’ for British dis- 
tribution. 
Original title not hotsy 


enough for British trade, U's 
London office thought. 


ENOUGH GERMAN 
FILM IN SIGHT 


Washington, Oct. 9. 
the Nazi rule having 
in Germany for 














Despite 
stopped filming 
some time, George R. Canty, U. S. 
trade commissioner in Berlin, re- 
ports that it is becoming increas- 
ingly evident there will be no film 
shortage in Cermany this season. 

Since June, says Mr. Canty, 163 
feature releases have been an- 
nounced, and, although there is as 
yet no complete season's release list 
available, it is felt that require- 
ments for the season will be from 
200 to 250 films, and that the figure 
will be met. 

Enforcement of the single feature 
law, recently promulgated, says 
Canty, will also help to prevent a 
shortage. 


Golden Rule Custom in 
Soviet Filmdom Makes 


Milestone Rub Eyes 








Moscow, Sept. 24. 

Lewis Milestone has been making 
a really conscientious study of Rus- 
sian film production methods, the- 
atres and night life. 

Chief purpose of his prowling is to 
gather impressions and material for 
his production of Ilya Ehrenberg’s 
novel, ‘Nikolai Kurbov,’ scenario by 
Laurence Stallings, for the time be- 
ing called ‘Red Square.’ Milestone 
has been lining up costumes, draw- 
ings, etc., for use in Hollywood. 

Speaking Russian like a native— 
as he happens to be—Milestone finds 
it easier to penetrate the mysteries 
of existence under the Soviets than 
most visitors. He has a lot of good 
to say for it. In particular he is 
enthusiastic over the spirit of col- 
lective work which he found in film 
studios both here and in Lenin- 
grad. In place of the jealousies and 
intense competition which are nor- 
mal in Hollywood, he said, he ob- 
serves here a real effort at co-op- 
eration. Different directors and dif- 
ferent trusts help one another and 
take a genuine pride in each other's 
achievements, it seems to him. 

Stallings left Moscow before Mile- 
stone got here, so that they never 
met on Soviet soil. The former's 
anxiety to get home made it neces- 
sary for him to catch a boat in Eng- 
land, while Milestone was too inter- 
ested in Leningrad to go on to Mos- 
cow in time. 

Nemirovich-Danchenko, the grand 
old man of the Russian theatre, 
acted as host to both Stallings and 
Milestone in turn. 


RKO’s Mex Air Plug 


RKO has a tie-up with XEW, 
Mexico City, largest in Mexico and 
Central America, for a once weekly 
broadcast of RKO entertainment. 

Ambrose Dowling, now on a tour 
of Latin America, set the tie-up. 











‘Miserables’ Readying 
Paris, Sept. 39. 

Raymond Bernard's film of Victor 
Hugo's ‘Les Miserables’ has been 
completed and is being cut and pre- 
pared for the season's release. 

In the cast are Harry Baur, Max 
Darly, Charles Dullin, Florelle, 
Marguerite Moreno, Josseline Gael 
and Charles Vanel. 





BIP Offers Film Here 


‘Heads We Go,’ British Interna- 
tional picture starring Constance 


Three-Cornered Film Quota Wrangle 


In Europe Outco 


+ 





BRITISH STUDY COLOR 


Inquiry Here About Process for 
Gaumont ‘Chu Chin Chow’ 





Feelers being put out by Gau- 
mcnt-British in New York and Hol- 
ly wood as to color processes in use 
and what their possibilities are. G-B 
would like to use color in a forth- 
coming musical filmization of ‘Chu 
Chin Chow.’ 

Show has been on the production 
schedule of G-B for some months 
now, with Walter Forde down to 
meg, but company isn't certain what 
to do on the matter of color. 


SOVIET LEARNS 
OF MARQUEES 


Moscow, Sept. 26. 

‘Let Soviet Stars Shine!’ 

This is the headline over an ar- 
ticle in the ‘Kino Gazette,’ mouth- 
piece of the Soviet film industry. It 
carries explicit confirmation of a 
Variety story several months ago 
forecasting the deliberate develop- 
ment of screen stars in Soviet mo- 








tion pictures. 

Why should it be, asks the ‘Kino 
Gazette,’ that Soviet film fans can 
reel off the names of a score or two 
of foreign film favorites, but gener- 
ally cannot remember more than 
one or two of their own? 

The answer, of course, is a sim- 
ple one. Until now the Soviet gov- 
ernment turned thumbs down on 
personal glorification of film play- 
ers. It put the stress on the ‘col- 
lective of players.’ If there was any 
personal credit at all it went to the 
director. 

Now the great change has come. 
Players will be featured and pub- 
licized as in other countries. 

The ‘Kino Gazette’ goes on to say 
that it is now the duty of every di- 
rector to seek out and develop 
likely star material, Instead of 
grabbing a desirable player frdm 
someone else, or picking one off the 
legitimate stage, they must cast 
around among new talent and nur- 
ture it to stardom. 


NAZI DECREE SETS UP 
PARADISE FOR YESMEN 


Berlin, Sept. 30. 

Uniting the corporations of all 
artistic professions supervised by 
the Federal Office for Public En- 
lightenment and Propaganda, the 
cabinet of the Reich passed on 
Sept. 22 an act creating a ‘Federal 
Chamber of Culture.’ 


As head-organization it controls 
chambers for literati, press, radio, 
legit, music, fine arts and film, each 
one forming a corporation operating 
under the public law. It is prob- 
able that membership will be com- 
pulsory. 

The official comment points to 
the fact that it is not the intention 
of the national-socialist State to 
create culture ‘from above.’ ‘It is 
to the State to fight detrimental in- 
fluences and to support tendencies 
valuable to culture according to 
their sense of responsibility toward 
the national community.’ 

‘In this respect cultural work is 
to be a pers nal matter and free. 
It is necessary, however, in order to 
follow a policy of German culture, 
to unite all those concerned to a 
uniform formation of will under 
the guidance of the Reich’ 








Gardinier’s Paris Deal 
Paris, Sept. 30. 





Cummings, has been retitled ‘She 
Knew What She Wanted’ for Amer- 
ican consufmption, 

Picture was previewed on upper | 
Broadway last week and {ts being | 
dickered for by several companies | 








for national distribution. } 


Louis Gardinier, old-time Para- 
|}mount director who arrived here 
recently from Hollywood, begins | 
Nov. 1 preparing to make four pic- 
tures independently, contract with 
Paramount for distribution. 

Pictures to be filmed in French 


stories not yet chosen. 


me of Tariff Jams 


Lisbon, Oct. 1. 

In addition to the recently pro- 
mulgated quota law on pictures the 
government has ordered a new ex- 
tra high duty on French films which 
practically impossible to 
bring that language into 
the country any longer. French pic- 
tures have been pretty big winners 
at local b.o.’s. 

Idea is wrist-slapping for the 
French high duty on port wine. 


make it 
films in 





French Filmers Annoyed 
Paris, Oct. 1. 

French filmers are annoyed at the 
new quota and tariff regulations in 
Portugal, especially those which 
openly take a slap at French pic- 
tures. Several companies received 
telegrams cancelling all pictures 
immediately on promulgation of the 
new law and are waving their hands 
frantically. 
Chambre Syndicale got busy on 
the thing immediately and is con- 
ferring with government foreign 
office officials in an attempt to get 
the thing straightened out some- 
how. 
It's the second blow to French 
films within a month or so, other 
coming in Italy where the quota 
law was quickly brought up and 
shoved through before anyone was 
aware of it. It, too, takes a special 
slap at French films, but in @ 
straight film retaliation manner, 





in Rome 

Rome, Oct. 1. 
Harold Smith, Paris rep of the 
Hays office, has arrived here to 
look into the matter of the new 
Italian quota law. 
Law was put through so fast no 
one in European efilm circles was 
aware of it until it became fact and 
Smith is trying to find out for 
American filmers just how bad it is 
and what can be done to ease it, if 
anything. 


‘Cavalcade’ German Hit 
Despite Active Antis 


Berlin, Oct. 1. 
‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) in dubbed Ger- 
man, opened strong here and is do- 
ing big business, despite some anti- 
from certain political 


Smith 





agitation 
quarters. 

Indication of the mental attitude 
is the criticism of the film in the 
‘Angriff am Montag,’ which feels 
that the picture is too preachy for 
sentimental pacifism purposes to 
help humanity any. Review de- 
scribes the film as ‘the death dance 
of liberalism.’ 





Spanish Orphea Does 
Four, Five in Making 


Madrid, Sept. 26. 

Orphea Films has completed four 
Spanish language films and has 
five others in preparation. The fin- 
ished product includes: 

‘Susana’s Secret,’ comedy by 
Honorio Maura, directed by Benito 
Perojo, starring Rosita Diaz; ‘Bol- 
iche,’ operetta by Francisco Elias 
and Antonio Graciani, music by 
Irusta, Fugazot and Demare, direct- 
ed by Francisco Elias, starring 
Irusta, Fugazot and Demare: ‘Ma- 
rine Cafe,’ from famous work ly 
Jose Maria Sagarra, directed by 
Domingo Pruna, starring Rafael 
Rivelles; ‘Odium,’ by Wencesiao 
Fernandez Flores, directed by Rich- 
ard Harlan, starring Maria Fernan- 
da Ladron de Guevara, 





Nazis Ban ‘Red Dust’ 


Berlin, Oct. 1. 
Jean Harlow is a bit too spicy 
for German taste these days, ac- 
cording to Nazi decree. 
That's the reason given for ban- 
ning of ‘Red Dust’ (Metro). 


GERMANY ADMITS ‘KONG’ 
Berlin, Oct. 1. 


German government has finally 





decided to pass ‘King Kong’ (Ra- 
dio), although with a few minor 
its. 

| Picture was completely banned 
l twice with George Canty, U. S&S. 
rovernme! observer, helping to 
| smooth oul difficulties. 
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“Step right up, folks, 
and see the show 
that grossed 27 
percent over Gold 
Diggers in first 
week-end at N. Y. 
Strand!” Produced 
by WARNER BROS. 
Directed by Lloyd 

acon—dance num- 

ers created and 

irected by Busby 


erkeley—the boys 
who made ‘42nd 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


(Stage Broadcast) 

They continue to overfeed ’em 
up here with the longest show in 
town, even if it isn’t the best. It 
may be good showmanship on the 
part of the receivers to stuff the 
audience to the breaking point, if 
quantity is the major considera- 
tion, but the chances are a lot of 
folks get pretty tulred before it’s all 
over. 


In addition to the usual show 
this week, house is trying out 
something new which ought to 


prove of some box office value. It’s 
in the engagement of Billy Jones 
and Ernie Hare, former Happiness 
boys, for their appearance on stage 
here three nights weekly in broad- 
casting a program for a commer- 
cial account. They appear for the 
makers of Taystee bread and are 
on every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday nights at 8:15 for 15 min- 
utes, with program known as 
‘Taystee Loaf-ers,’ going out over 
WOR. 

Several angles figure in pegging 
the combination radio-stage inter- 
lude as a worthwhile experiment 
for both the Roxy and the com- 
mercial sponsor. Firstly, both bene- 
fit from a plug that has its unique 
side. The theatre plugs the radio 
advertising to the film crowds at- 
tending, while to the listeners-in 
there is a plug for the theatre it- 
self. Draw should be felt from the 
invitation which goes out to see 
from the Roxy stage how a radio 
program is broadcast. 

As entertainment for the Roxy 
fans, aside from novelty, the Jones 
and Hare broadcast, amplified aleo 
for the theatre and backed by a 
full-stage setting and a band, pos- 
sesses fair appeal. With a pianist 
at their side, the team gags and 
sings a number of songs. Their 
material is not unmindful of their 
sponsor and its product, something 
that also is not forgotten in the 
setting, with bandsmen as bakers. 

Singing tops the effort of the 
Jones-Hare twain in getting 
Jaughs, some of their gags being 
pretty old. The same ad announce- 
ment that would follow if broad- 
casting from WOR studios, winds 
up the period as presented here. 

At the Friday night show the 
feature, ‘Charlie Chan’s Greatest 
Case’ (Fox) followed the broad- 
cast portion, the regular show tail- 
ing the picture. This week Dave 
Schooler fronts for what is repre- 
sented as Bobby Sanford’s ‘Show- 
boat’ revue, which was a summer 
feature on the Hudson this season. 
It is carried out here along simi- 
lar lines as on water, but with new 
talent replacing, including Steve 
Evans in impressions that click 
strongly; Jack Holland and June, 
dance team, the Four Flushers, 
slapstick act in sailor uniforms. 

Show runs 56 minutes and is 
often quite tiresome. It could be 
cut one-third or so and bunch its 
punches for better effect, especially 
since the Roxy show is long any- 
way and likely to tire out the aver- 
age person. 

George Dewey Washington winds 
up the parade of specialty acts, go- 
ing off outstandingly on ‘The Last 
Roundup.’ Girls are on often and 
work hard. Their dance with fig- 
ures of full-dressed men under- 
neath their skirts their best num- 
ber and quite novel. 

Lou Garrison is on after the 
girls have opened, doing a_ brief 
stilt dance. It passes, Setting is 
that of the foredeck of a showboat, 
with band and girls dressing it up. 

Business good Friday night, 
some draft possibly being pro- 
vided by the ‘Three Little Pigs’ 
short, which is being ballyhoeed on 
the streets in novel fashion this 
week, Char, 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Music Hall finds itseif in the for- 
tunate spot of having both a pic- 
ture of general appeal and a stage 
show calculated to set it off. Re- 
lease is ‘Dr. Bull (Fox) with Will 
Rogers, while the footlight proceed- 
ings is a sprightly arrangement of 
spectacular dance numbers sustain- 
ing a spirited tempo of entertain- 
ment. 

There isn’t anything that stands 
out conspicuously from the stage 
show; rather it is framed for an 
even, satisfactory pace of liveliness 
and production effect. However, 
there is one idea that calls for spe- 
cial mention. It is that of group- 
ing three specialties in such a way 
that they blend into a single turn, 
achieving a double effect—appeal of 
a single specialty without the hand- 
icap of one figure trying to com- 
mand this enormous auditorium, a 
task which has been demonstrated 
as almost super-human, 

Technique is interesting. Drop is 
in about ‘two,’ arranged in three 
closed panels, which open one at a 
time bringing on in turn Larry Ad- 
ler, harmonica player; Alice Dawn, 
blues singer and Paul Draper, class 
tap dancer. Each does an individ- 
ual bit and then they make a three- 
some of it, Draper making a stab 
at harmonica playing and Adler go- 
ing into a not so hot tap routine, 
bits being hooked up with idea of 
competition for Miss Dawn’s atten- 
tion for a neat comedy angle, each 
trying to outdo the other. 

Finish still mild evening of the 
opening day, but ought to be easily 
fixed. All three specialists have fin- 
ished technique in their fields. Ad- 





ler has been coming on steadily for 
some time and now comes into his 
own, while Draper is the last word 
in class tapping. Miss Dawn has 
the vocal quality for a torch singer 
and stood out at this performance, 

Body of the show is made up of a 
dancing production embracing 11 
brief scenes, each one a miniature 
of some ballet staged by this en- 
semble at one time or another, all 
graded imto types or eras, starting 
with the primitive dance of a single 
figure mounted on a gigantic tom- 
tom and silhouetted against a back- 
ground luminous in red, and ending 
with the Roxyettes in black silk, 
white feathers and spangles sym- 
bolizing modern jazz with precision 
buck-and-winging. 

In between there are Egyptian 
routines, Grecian choreography, Jav- 
anese temple dances, a polka of the 
mauve decade and a semi-climax in 
‘old-fashioned waltz,’ with ballet in 
pastel shaded hoopskirts and Pa- 
tricia Bowman leading with a touch 
of stately adagio and topping off an 
extremely sightly bit of staging. 

Thence the silhouette backgrounds 
are abandoned and instead sugges- 
tion of atmosphere is supplied by 
small get pieces for an Hawaiian 
number by Huapala Mader; pedestal 
stepping by Draper with a jazzed 
up color setting, dance moderne by 
Claire Lee and Richard Stuart, 
series of symbolic steps and poses 
of bizarre import and one of the 
high lights; a twosome bolero by 
Minor and Root in slow Spanish 
routines and then the smash finale 
on a brightly lighted full stage with 
the Roxyettes tapping as one. 
Overture is entitled ‘Potpourri 
Italien,’ with the choral assembly 
backing up four soloists, Viola 
Philo, Jan Peerce, Douglas Stan- 
bury and Joy Sweet in a series of 
Italian opera arias and standards. 
All are in straight evening dress 
and posed seated concert platform 
style in a flat arrangement. Music 
is enjoyable, but color and motion 
are lacking. Same thing has hap- 
pened several times lately and the 
Music Hall vocal division apparently 
needs advice from the production 
staff. 

Newsreel and a new Silly Sym- 
phony, ‘The Pied Piper’ complete 
the program, ‘Piper’ being rather a 
severe letdown from ‘Three Little 
Pigs’ and ‘Birds in Spring.’ It re- 
cites the familiar Browning poem 
of Hamlin town and is rather a min- 
jiature operetta than a character- 
istic Disney comedy. Rush. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Stage section of the show runs a 
full hour and 30 minutes, princi- 
pally because of one overtime turn, 
but when it gets started it is good 
entertainment. Attendance for the 
second performance, Friday (6), was 
fairly good considering the public 
interest in the world’s series ball 
games and the number of persons 
listening in. Audience in the State 
appeared to have little interest in 
the contest—Herb Williams an- 
nounced that in the 10th inning 


.the score was tied one and one, but 
not a murmur from out front. 

Williams contends that his hokus 
pocus routine is essentially the same 
as it was 25 years ago, but through 
the seasons he added bits here and 
there. More pertinent is the fact 
that Williams is as funny as ever 
and his comedy as laughable. The 
act rings the laugh bell continually. 
The bathing suit bit had one woman 
on the verge of hysterics and it was 
no plant. The ‘wise guy’ and ‘con- 
spiracy,’ plus the breakaway piano 
drew flocks of giggles. In support 
are Doris Ewing (Williams’ daugh- 
ter) Basil Whitneld and Stanley 
Van Sax. 

There probably isn’t a stage band 
outfit that uses such a variety of 
instruments as the Ingenues. Al- 
ways a good flash, act as it stands 
looks pretentious. Routine is so ar- 
ranged that there are a series of 
close-ins which would indicate the 
finale. That may be okay once or 
twice, here it’s overdone. 

Ingenues probably could continue 
for a whole show. Running time 
was 22 minutes. Explanation of the 
close-ins is that no way has been 
found to get all the instruments on 
the stage at one time. Still plenty 
of music and satisfactory results. 

Senator Murphy, on No. 3, was 
the first click. For some reason he 
appeared nervous and that was in- 
ticated further when. he forgot or 
intentionally dropped his dialect. 
Murphy’s political stuff is oppor- 
tune at this time when New York 
is getting all steamed up over the 
mayoralty campaign. Monologist 
covers a lot of territory. 

Gwen Stone and Bob Vernon, 
adagio foursome, closed splendidly. 
Class turn has a new opening, hang- 
ings depicting animal cage. Miss 
Stone is supposed to be a trained 
tiger, going through a routine with 
Vernon, a third participant being 
the trainer who cracks the whip 
frequently, perhaps a bit too much. 
Finale has Miss Stone dropping 
backward from an eight-foot ped- 
estal, a nervy trick. 

The Olymptas’ dog turn, with its 
high jumping pooches furnished a 
good opener. Harriet Hutchins in 
the deuce worked hard and drew 
some returns. ‘The Masquerader’ 
(UA) is the feature film. lbee. 








PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Coming in on the crest of an ad- 
vance build-up that would flatter 
the most worthy attraction, Sally 
Rand fanned heavy business into 
the Paramount on Broadway, open- 
ing day (Friday), Usual division of 
men and women among the cus- 
tomers, too, with no preponderance 
of males, as might be expected under 
the circumstances. 

What Miss Rand does isn’t half 
as important as what she doesn’t do. 
The lure is purely in the expecta- 
tion, and the build-up strictly re- 
sponsible. The fan swinger from 
the World’s Fair midway is one of 
the best of modern examples of ex- 
pert, pointed press agenting, and 
the construction of a box office at- 
traction out of plain p?inter’s ink. 

The traveler closes up, not com- 
pletely, but just enough to permit a 
glimpse of a long, narrow flight of 
stairs. The background is jet black 
and the lighting scheme dark blue. 
Miss Rand appears as a shadowy 
white figure, slow-motioning down 
the steps onto the rostrum. Then 
the fan business, with the feathers 
manipulated much like Gus Hill 
swings the Indian clubs, and 
whether Sally is a cuticle cutie or 
just a non-nudie is never tipped. 

The deep blue spot, more than 

the fans, is the chief gimmick. It 
keeps Sally a secret, and that’s a 
break all around, If they ever see 
the whole works Sally will be 
through as an attraction, for two 
_reasons. One of them is Sally her- 
self, and the other is the age-old 
s.a. theory of complete revealment 
opposed to teasing. 
Sally Rand’s is no applause act. 
Its effectiveness can only be meas- 
ured by attendance. The audience 
gapes in silence, for there’s no rec- 
ord of a gape ever making any noise. 
The gapers were many in the Par 
mezz Friday night. 

Also (get the also) on the Par 
bill this week is Milton Berle. That’s 
fortunate for the house, because 
Berle contributes practically all the 
entertainment. There isn’t much 
screen help from ‘Torch Singer’ 
(Par). Short line-up of support acts 
comprises Gordon, Reed and King, 
re-united and again becoming one 
of the top hoofing combinations, and 
Lowe, Burnoff and Wensley, the 
comedy adagio trio. Bob Alton girls, 
house line, have a couple of num- 
bers, their most important assign- 
ment being the waltz come-on in 
Miss Rand’s behalf. 

Pit orchestra, under Charles Pre- 
vin, does an extremely interesting 
overture under the title of ‘Impres- 
sions of the World’s Fair,’ with a 
special carnival setting on the stage 
for background. Bige. 


PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 6. 

Mgnagement getting into swing 
of things here with its new vaud- 
film policy. Second week shows a 
distinct improvement. For one 
thing, in lieu of identification cards 
at ends of proscenium, they’re hav- 
ing one of the acts m.c. the bill 
instead of, as in first weck, letting 


those who missed getting programs 
just guess or miss. 

For another thing, layout is roun- 
ded better, shaping up like a com- 
posite whole instead of just a flock 
of acts tossed together at random. 
House billing eight acts, but it’s 
really only seven. They count the 
Harry Hoehle-Joe Falvo pit orches- 
tra, doing an overture with vocal 
specialties, as a turn. That’s ap- 
parently all right with the custom- 
ers, judging from round applause 
that followed Falvo’s ‘Last Round 
Up’. 

Top billing goes to Mel Klee, who 
m.c,.’s the bill nicely in addition to 
bing spotted with his own act next 
to closing. Klee’s a vet and knows 
the ropes, but he should get up to 
date with his monolog. 

For talent, Robin Sisters, Margot 
and Libby, are the sock stars of the 
bill. Gals, a couple of lookers, 
mimic the picture stars and score 
a bulls-eye with Jimmy Durante, 
Hepburn and Zasu Pitts. For a fin- 
ish, they have a natural, a meeting 
on Hollywood boulevard of Garbo 
and Mae West, in costume. Turn 
deserved better than a No. 2 spot, 
but they made it count just the 
same, 

Six Royal Buccaneers, an all right 
opener with springboard calisthen- 
ics, and Foley and LaTour round 
out the first half with one of those 
familiar two-acts. 

Renoff and Renova, old-time mu- 
sical comedy and revue standby, is 
a dance turn that’s fairly flashy, 
although cramped somewhat by 
Pitt’s small stage, with Rudell and 
Dunigan clicking solidly with a 
nonsensical line of chatter. The 
girl, Viola Rudell, is the backbone 
of this one, and her intoxicated bit 
for the finish is a socko. 

Vernon Rathbun, sax artist, closes 
with his dance and musical turn, 
including Violet West, Una Lee, 
Dot Jones and Tom Rathbun, for 
nice returns. Rathbun makes the 
toughest sax selections look like a 
pipe and the West girl contributes 
a nice bit of legmania. 

Picture ‘One Year Later’ (indie) 
Downstairs at first show 
afternoon capacity. Cohen. 
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|} NEWSREELS 





EMBASSY 


Adhering more closely to its 
own billing, the Newsreel Theatre, 
double the number of clips of the 
opposition Trans are on view here. 
Against the Trans show of only 12 
items, Emb has 27, including as one 
clip the flashes that are grouped 
together under the Hearst label. 
As a result, newsreel lovers are 
better fed over here, and, undoubt- 
edly, much of the popularity of 
both the Emb and Trans has been 
due right along to the interest of 
fans in reel material. 
With only two shorts on the pro- 
gram the usual Magic Carpet and 
Terrytoons releases, the turnover 
is still shorter than at the oppo- 
sition, this week clocking 68 min- 
utes. Over here currently it’s 64. 
There was some jamming in the 
booth Saturday afternoon, with 
screen going white toward end of 
the final clip as the first upset. 
Then the house started a Magic 
Carpet travelog on the screen en- 
titled ‘Where East Meets West,’ 
but quickly called it off, throwing 
on the Terrytoon and later com- 
ing back to another Magic “Carpet, 
this time ‘The Desert’ Patrol,’ 

hich was projected in entirety. 
They may have those Magic Car- 
pets stacked up by the dozen in 
the booth. 

Nothing of news importance on 
view here that was missed by the 
Trans, but, on the whole, a mod- 
erately entertaining compilation of 
reel material, well routined and of 
variety value. Except for Legion 
parade and Pres. Roosevelt’s visit 
to Chicago, more in detail at the 
Trans, and the fine photographing 
of the third game of the World 
Series, the houses are about on a 
par with each other in coverage 
and treatment of major items. 

Emb follows up the President’s 
visit to Chicago with his address 
before the meeting of the Catholic 
Charities in New York, latter 
topped by Cardinal Hayes’ incep- 
tion of campaign for needy. A 
polo game on Long Island, swim- 
ming meet at Chicago for prizes 
offered by W. R. Hearst, and Army 
and Navy football games. are 
among athletic events not touched 
by the Trans, 

Fox offers more on Marconi’s 
visit, but in his arrival speech at 
New York, skipped by the Trans 
news-gatherers, little was missed, 
while Heart-Movietone’s preamble 
to the Urschell kidnapping case, 
picturing arrest of ‘Machine Gun’ 
Kelly, is pretty old stuff by now. 

The recent Cuban outbreak as 
well leads off with some shots the 
others probably have filed away by 
now. Tampico hurricane’s rav- 
ages also should be in the files at 
Fox instead of on show here. It’s 
stale. To foreign lands Fox and 
Hearst go currently for a miscel- 
laneous assortment of clips, none 
of them of strong appeal, but one 
possessing some novelty, that of 
Shanghai University girls’ kitchen 
band. 

Others include an ex-spy who 
turned Buddhist in a long and 
silly recitation, Italy celebrating a 
wine harvest, European mountain- 
eers and old wedding . customs, 
Chinese fighting planes on a test 
flight, Great Britain’s fleet and war 
strength on review, a _ fireworks 


TRANSLUX 


Fewer shorts chisel this week’s 
show down to 68 minutes, more 
nearly right for the drop-in trade 
wanting to kill spare time. Re« 
cently, the Trans has been increas« 
ing its running time little by little, 
largely through a lot of short sub« 
jects, to the point where it was gcete 
ting to look like house wanted to 
match the old Roxy on length of 
show. 

Currently the Trans plays four 
shorts, two of which are Silly Syme 
phony releases, ‘Old King Cole’ and, 
for the sixth week here, ‘Three Little 
Pigs.’ House is stressing inclusion 
of two Sillys on this show, but draw 
Saturday afternoon light. ‘Pigs’ is 
apparently about wearing out. Others 
are ‘The Double Crossing of Colume 
bus’ (WB), with Charles Judels, 
Vanessi and the Maxellos, and a 
Grantland Rice Sports-Eye-View. 

In trimming down the show to the 
68 minutes, there are fewer news 
clips than usual, and oddly enough, 
Universal isn’t represented at all, 
Clips number only 12, of which Par 
is credited with eight and Pathe 
four. 

Thus, the Trans is becoming less 
and less a newsreel theatre, while 
the opposition Embassy hews more 
closely to its original policy, going 
light on shorts, 

Show here leads off with a Para- 
mount special on the third game of 
the series, played Thursday (5) in 
Washington, and won by the Sen- 
ators. In the shooting and angles, 
Par tops Fox on the coverage of the 
first Washington game. 

Second clip deals with American 
Legion parade in Chicago, also supe 
plied by Par, topped by the Presi- 
dent’s address before the veteran’s 
convention and his visit to the Fair 
and Cermak’s grave. 

From some miscellaneous clips on 
strikes in the East, furnished by 
Par, Pathe moves into the program 
on the local New York mayoralty 
campaign, with addresses by both 
LaGuardia and McKee. Emb has 
the LaGuardia spiel, but reveals 
nothing on McKee at all, though 
something on latter should have 
been available. 

Balance of the reel material in« 
cludes photography under fire of thé 
Havana bombardment of a _ hotel 
there, very well done; trial of five 
men suspected in the Reichstag fire, 
trial of the Urschel kidnapers, Ship- 
wreck Kelly on a flagpole, hooked 
to an airplane, Iowa-Northwestern 
football contest, and, under heading 
of Pathe News Flashes, rum ship 
caught at New York, Marconi’s visit 
to the Chi fair, baby bears at play 
and visiting English dignitaries on 
war debt discussions. 

Of it all there is nothing of hot 
or outstanding news’ importance 
that isn’t yellowing in the news- 
papers, with exception of the ball 
game. Char. 





display at an English seashore re« 
sort and the ex-Kaiser’s son ree 
viewing German vets. 

Such stuff as cows and sheep 
going to lowlands as winter ap- 
proaches and _ distillers making 
whiskey in preparation for repeal 
are among clips filling out. Busi- 
ness fair Saturday afternoon. Char. 





ALBEE, B’KLYN 


Looks as though they’ve finally 
evolved something here. For weeks 
the Albee’s been playing around 
with policy trying to work out 
something. This week they’ve hit 
it. Whether they can continue is 
the question. If so they’ve got some- 
thing that is not only new in show 
presentation, but something that’s 


good and worthwhile at the same 
time. 

Show is somewhere in between 
picture house and _ vaude, It’s 
presentation that retains its vaude 
status, giving the appearance of 
size, seemingly elaborate from a 
stage standpoint, and yet not too 
much so from a pocketbook angle. 
3est feature of the layout is that no 
names are needed. 

Show starts off in regulation 
vaudeville fashion with Wilfred 
duBois. Neat, clever and _ ca- 
pable juggler who has _ things 
all his own way. Second act is 
billed as Nina Zanina. That turns 
out to be a house ballerina, with 
the house ballet spotted here. It’s 
‘Dance of the Hours’ and beautifully 
staged. Miss Zanina, whose name, 
by the way, will become Whitney 
next week, is nimble enough on her 
toes to satisfy most customers. Line 
of girls is 24 for this number and 
Alex Oumansky, stager, has man- 
aged to teach them what toe work 
means. 

Harold Boyd and Co. (New Acts) 
quartet of zanies follow and have a 
lot of fun kicking each other 
around. Then another house staged 
number, this time billed as Sanami 
and Michi. Team is Japanese but 
| does two Siamese dances. Both know 





| for vaude and probably would have 


a tough time of it alone, Here they’re 
backed up by the line of girls, in 
cute Far Eastern costumes, which 
makes it easy, and a colorful turn. 

Back to straight vaude for the 
next turn, Lewis and Ames. Lewia 
still manages to hand out plenty of 
giggles for his good looking straight 
to handle. Both make a nice im- 
pression and mop up with introduc- 
tion of the seven foot stooge, who 
has been seventeen for three years. 

Finale is a big production turn 
again, this time tagged ‘Tintypes.’ 
It’s an old Bowery affair and takes 
up 23 minutes of stage time. Sev- 
eral old Bowery songs and dances, 
with house staff engaging in both 
pleasantly and girls in a couple nice 
costume changes. Stuck in about 
center are Ronnie and Van and 
Frank Kamplain, who sing three 
old-time songs that mop up, espe=- 
cially the one about the man on the 
Flying Trapeza. Leonora Cortie 
sings nicely and Rose Light dances. 

Theatre is employing a 28 girl 
line, eight boys and about 20 
singers as a nucleus for the various 
production numbers. Oumansky 
and his wife, Peggy stage the turns 
with Phil Fabello, who handles the 
pit mob, also in charge of music 
and arrangements. Probably tod 
much work for Fabello also to ar- 
range an overture every week, but 
he ought to try it. His musikers 
are good on their own and the 
Brooklynites shouldn’t be allowed to 
forget it. 

It’s a swell idea this week, be- 
cause it works out beautifully. 
Whether or not one stager, with a 
limited bankroll, can have sufficient 
ideas and put them over week after 
week is the question. 


Picture is ‘Ann Vickers’ (Radio) 





their wriggles. They’re not routine | 


and biz Saturday afternoon good. 
House is still overboard on trailers. 


Kauf. 
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CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 6. 


Billy Rose's ‘Crazy Quilt’ show is 
the most ambitious attempt yet 
made in the picture house tab show 
field. whch takes in music, names 
and production. Has more scenery 
than ‘he average full length legit 
show and here packed into less than 
60 minutes. 

Chicago theatre found itself in a 
bad jam at the first show Friday 
due to the late arrival of the pro- 
duction from Indianapolis on a tour 
that started in Cleveland five weeks 
ago. Impossible to get the produc- 
tion hung on scheduled time, forcing 
the nouse to spot a two-reel comedy 
fiijer. Even that didn’t quite make 
it, the orchestra going through two 
overtures before the curtain rang 
up hesitatingiy. 

Five names head the outfit and 
the biggest smack of the show is 
an a™% spliced in because of a prior 
boohing by B. & K. Outside act is 
the Slate Bros. turn inserted mid- 
way ano stopping the proceedings. 
Tiree ex-hoofers have a new finish 
for a comecy knockabout turn that’s 
a laugh detonator. Took the old 
dummy femme dance partner gag 
and tuilt it up into a adagio routine 
using a cctton dummy for the toss- 
about dame. For an anti-climax, 
when the curtains open again for 
the bow the dummy has been re- 
placed by a live femme who gets up 
off the floor and ankles off. 

Smith and Dale handle the only 
comedy in the show as arranged by 
Rose and those Slate boys add 4 
touch that will likely be missed 
when the unit moves on alone next 
week. Smith and Dale have three 
spots through the show, of which 
two are neatly written comedy 
blackouts, though they’ve been 
kicked around a bit. Bank and 
doctor’s office are the two scenes 
and done 100% in the Smith and 
Daie manner. 

In and out of the routine are 
Charles King, Ann Pennington and 
Anita Page. Miss Page changes 
costume three times, has three short 
lines and is just around to fill up 
billing space on the ads. She does 
it gracefully. 

Charles King is out there working, 
even doing an assistant’s bit in the 
doctor's office blackout. He has all 
the show’s vocal work and gels 
away with it. Rose has given him 
cone number that’s a honey, called 
‘It May Be a Paper Moon.’ Ann 
Pennington doing two numbers, fore 
and aft. 

Other than the Slate Brothers the 
one straight specialty number is 
Cardini. Has a spot to himself 
down the line and keeps ’em guess- 
ing with the card and _ cigaret 
manipulation. Smooth and standari 
all the way through but weakens by 
finishing abruptly. 

Other than that the show is built 
around a 24-girl line. Girls are 
plenty busy in this unit, being on 
and oft every few minutes with new 
routines. Doing a mirror number, 
rhumbas, harlemania, Hawaiian and 
a black art stunt that was spoiled 
at the first show Friday by too much 
light on the stage and pit. Type of 
black magic and radium work needs 
absolute blackness. 

It’s a battle this week between 
‘Crazy Quilt’ here and ‘Strike Me 
Pink’ at the Palace, both houses 
going overboard on linage in the 
dailies and leg art in the ads. 


FOX, ’FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 30. 

Here’s an odd one. A stage show 
without a stage. And well done and 
liked, at that. 

This 5,000-seater Big Bertha was 
built and opened by William Fox in 
1929, operated by Fox-West Coast. 
When latter chain bowed out the 
house went dark, with Fox per- 
sonal.v holding the sack for weekly 
rent due Bank of America. 

Accordingly, his brother-in-law, 
Joe Leo, reopened it six months ago, 
figuring the rent had to be paid 
anyway and anything in the way of 
a gross would be that much less out 
of the wallet. 

Since major product was about as 
easy to get as a winning pony, Leo 
put in two indie films with a tariff 
of 15ec. and 25c., the policy starting 
healthily at around $13,000 a week, 
and simmering down to $7,000 and 
less of late. 

Now the setup is one indie pic- 
ture, and stage show, the show be- 
ing Ted FioRito and his entertain- 
ers from the Hotel St. Francis. The- 
atre band (15) doesn’t double, but 
FioRito and singers do. The ad- 
mish is now 25c. and 35c., giving 
the house a better chance to crack 
the nut. 

Eliminating the cost of stage- 
hands, etc., Leo and Henry Golden- 
burg, Fox manager, rigged up the 
Fox's huge rising stage, built a run- 
way around it, and backed it up 
with neat scenic embellishments. It 
looks like a stage, and is about 30 
feet nearer to the customers. It’s 
adequately hooked up with a pa. 
System, and well lighted, and there's 
ample room for the entertainers to 
make their entrance through the 
stage curtain. 

FioRito conducts while presiding 
at the piano, bringing on the cute 
Betty Grable for several numbers, 
Lief Erickson, who baritones to 


plenty of applause; Muzzy Marcel- 
lino, who chants and backgrounds 
with a facile guitar; the 


others 





FioRito Debutantes, three lookers, 
who warble; Bill Carey, hotcha vo- 
calist, and the Fire Eaters, novelty 
trio. Numbers are well chosen, 
ranging from old timers to a swell 
closing with ‘Big Bad Wolf.’ 

Runway is used by eight girls 
doubling from the Bal Tabarin cafe. 
They open and close the 30-minute 
show with snappy routines, staged 
by Maxine Watt, and lend a flash 
and verve to the whole. 

Pic is ‘Sweetheart of Sigma Chi’ 
(Mono) in which FioRita’s band also 
works. Biz very good over the 
weekend. Bock. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


Good snappy stage show this 
week to round out the 90 minutes of 
‘Night Flight’ (Metro) on screen. 
At current biz pace, plus the mar- 
queé araft of the murtiplicity or star 
names in the feature film, show 
may hold over a second week. 


Al Trahan with the  unbilled 
Yukona Cameron, John Fogarty, 
Pasqualli Bros., Enrica and Novello 
and the versatile Chester Hale Girls 
(24) comprise the show which plays 
smoothly and punchily. 

It’s not so routined. The Hales 
open per usual and close per ditto, 
with a midsection iriterlude, giving 
the show numbers color and not a 
little s.a. especially that finale 
which looks the Cap is recogizing 
Sally (Fan Dancer) Rand’s presence 
at the competitive Paramount down 
the street. 

John Fogarty in smooth, easy 
style, sans the usual stiffness and 
formality of radio Irish tenors, reels 
off a medley of his ether favs in an 
intimate manner that gets to ’em 
pronto. Fogarty’s stage presence is 
one of the most reposed of mike- 
groomed vocalists. He acts as if 
it’s a parlor party and he’s doing 
his stunt in good-humored manner 
to please the bunch. The impres- 
sion is accordingly highly effective. 

Pasqualis are acrobats of above- 
par routine. Enrica and Novello, 
ballroom team, should go places. 
They're new and different. Girl has 
tres baucoup charm and class—a 
sort of cool, Madge Evans person- 
ality—and their terps are likewise 
away from the conventional, They 
do a bolero but stay away from 
Ravel. They do the other conven- 
tional ballroom exhibitionism but 
stay away from bordering on the 
familiar. They belong in a class 
cafe room, 

Trahan milked ’em. His bald 
comedy biz went for wholesale ap- 
plause and laff returns. His routine 
may be mechanically designed for 
uniform highlight but it also smacks 
of spontaneity and regardless of the 
means it certainly achieves its pur- 
pose of garnering a flock of laffs 
and, withal, always interesting. 

Daily ads carried a Ted Healy 
Short but that is out through over- 
length. Usual Hearst Metrotonews 
completes the flicker fare, Abel. 


PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


Nice little stage show. No name 
strength but sufficient entertain- 
ment to please. And well staged, 
too, except for one flaw, a matter 
of judgmeat, as to the finish. 

Girls open the show with a nice 
line routine. Twenty-four kids, 
working in front of the 16 bands- 
men, and most of them seemed 
pretty cute. Fritz and Jean Hubert 
break right in with their drunken 
dance routine, disbursing the line 
nicely. Practically stopped the 
show and could have done even 
better later on. 

Bandsmen, with Stan Meyers 
waving the stick, do their specialty 
here, a staging of the ‘Three Little 
Pigs,’ that’s probably novel. That 
would excuse it. Meyers is a hand- 
some chap with a pleasant person- 
ality. He doesn’t tell bad jokes (or 
any jokes, for that matter) and 
doesn’t impose on the audience. 
That’s something for an m. ec. 

Ray Saxe is next. He plays a 
sax, Switching from that to other 
reed instruments. Clever lad, who 
dances well and mixes a bit of rope 
twirling in with the rest. 

Sid Page with his two femme 
stooges follow. Page is getting a 
bit careless. His stooges are get- 
ting to be better than he. They 
work more and he works less than 
in the past. As it happened, from 
the standpoint of the show, it didn’t 
matter. The turn pleased. 

Nick Lucas sings some numbers 
here in his usual manner. Again 
the customers seem satisfied. Girls 
follow in a neat drum major rou- 
tine and spread around at the sides 
to allow full stage for the Picciani 
troupe to close the show. Picciani’s 
are one of the best teeter board 
combos around. It’s a bit too much, 
ieaving and heading an entire show 
like this to a troupe of tumblers 
and jumpers. Maybe it doesn’t 
matter, but seems as though it 
might have been better to switch 
the Piccianis with the Huberts, or 
spot them somewhere earlier in the 
show. 

‘Torch Singer’ (Par) is the fea- 
ture and biz pretty good Friday 
nite (6). Preceding the show there's 
a double organ entry and Bill Ray- 
nor has the organists plugging his 
next week's turn, the new Mae 
West picture, in one of the numbers, 
and out and out builder-upper via a 
parody song. Kauf. 





PALACE, N. Y. 


New York, Oct. 6. 
There were four torn newspapers 
lying on the Palace’s main aisle 
Friday. And innumerable small 





specks of debris scattered along the 
carpeted path down which not many 
years ago the best audience in 
America walked to their reserved 
seats. If there is a sermon in this, 
let the preachers preach. 

In the order in which they pre- 
ceeded ‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ 
(Fox) the acts are: Monroe and 
Grant, Roy Smeck, Lillian Miles, 
Yorke and King, and Harris Boys. 
Together they make an averagely 
good bill but no socko, 

Monroe and Grant have been 
around since the Taft administra- 
tion. Always and still liked, al- 
though the boys are getting a bit 
gabby. That ‘Go ahead, Charlie’ is 
funny, but a lot of the other talk 
isn’t. 

Those trip-hammers Roy Smeck 
has instead of the fingers of ordi- 
nary mortals rat-a-tat their rhyth- 
mic messages on banjo, guitar, and 
uke. A unique performance, 

Lillian Miles improves each time 
she is seen. Right now she shines 
brightest when the songs are cut 
to measure and does but so-so with 
some of the other kind of lyrics. A 
tendency toward overly-elaborate 
orchestration is a distraction from 
the artist. A nifty bundle of satin, 
the blonde crooneress has gone far 
already and the increase in poise 
and confidence is reflected in her 
delivery. She should watch slough- 
ing off lyrics. Occasionally she is 
nearly inaudible. 

York and King yorkandkinged 
themselves across with a dressed- 
up, varied, augmented version of 
their time-defying hokum. These 
veteran vaudevillians handle 1933 
audiences with the same deadly ac- 
curacy they had when the Palace 
was an occasion, not just another 
last half. 

Harris Boys close neatly. Biz 
fair. Land. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


This house is reputed to be dif- 
ficult to book what with its polyglot 
draw. But the week-end bill wasn’t 
much of a problem, show having 
new acts or new combinations in its 
five-act stage show. 

Two comedy turns, one following 
the other, seemed poor spotting, yet 
there wasn’t much material to chose 
from and the placing of Art Landry 
and his band at the close was about 
right, it being the bright spot in the 
performance, Loud speakers brought 
the Landry band music to the pas- 
serby on 14th street. Front of the 
house saw a conglomeration of bill- 
ing, Landry getting top position on 
the signs but Bert Gordon’s name 
being in lights. So there could be 
an argument as to who was head 
man on the bill. 

Landry’s group as a _ versatile 
band has its moments away from 
the tunes. In this house they 
wouldn’t know tkat the hoofing vio- 
linist looks like Hal Leroy and that 
his routine is an imitation, nor 
would it make any difference. 

Bert Gordon and Collette Ryan 
(New Acts) were fourth to fairly 
good results. On just ahead were 
Arthur and Morton Havel (New 
Acts), they being the brace of com- 
edy acts mentioned. On second were 
the Raviators (New Acts) and the 
show was opened by Falls Reading 
and Boyce in an odd but interest- 
ing routine of acrobatics and danc- 
ing. 

‘Yhe Power and the Glory’ (Fox) 
picture was the outstanding portion 
of the show in total, aiacaacer + tape 

ee. 


RKO GOLDEN GATE 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 


‘Salome’ has gone vaude, ‘Dance 
of the Seven Veils’ and all. Incom- 
plete records show that the Oscar 
Wilde play was first done here 
sometime around 1900 and drew 
scathing comment and 


an immoral presentation. 

But Wilde and the customers, too, 
would do the well-known nip up in 
their last resting places if they got 
a peep at the 1933 version, tabbed 
to 25 minutes, and preceded by a 
novelty pianist, followed by a black- 
face act, and with ‘Midshipman 
Jack (Radio) on the screen. 

And if Wilde were still drawing 
percentage royalties on the piece 
he’d probably do a complete Im- 
melman turn at the biz which was 
lower than a mosquito’s instep at 
this Thursday night show with 
Frisco in the throes of the hottest 
Weather since Vitawhone came in. 

Even though the Gate plugged the 
‘Seven Veils’ terpsichore as more 
daring than Sally Rand’s recent fan 
dance, it stacked up as pretty tame 
Strip stuff alongside some of the 
regular chorus routines done in this 
house and others. 

Best punch of the entire show was| 
an aesthetic dance done by Raoul 





tomatoes | 
from the customers who deemed it) 





Pause, attired only in a turban, a 
covering of oil, a green spotlight, 
and little else. It was swell stuff} 
throughout. 

This ‘Salome’ was produced by 
Reginald Travers, who did it last | 
month at the outdoor Greek the-| 
atre in Berkeley. Cast included} 
Pause, a looker called Ninette, who} 


did ‘Salome,’ an unbilled performer 
as Herod and sundry slaves and 
dancing girls. Doubtful if the Gold- 
en Gate ticket buyers knew much 
about the story of ‘Salome,’ but 


they got the idea that she was 
quite some gal in her time, and that 
Herod wis a boy who liked his 
women, 

Noland Bros. and Kenny opened 
|} the vaude with a hoofing episode. 
Jules Waldemar with Mitzi acquit- 
ted himself creditably as a novelty 
Jianist and warbler, while Mitzi 


tossed in a soprano solo or two. El- 
more and Sims displayed nothing 
unusual as a blackface chatter act, 
but the turn took on a sock when 
Gus Elmore came on for his fa- 
miliar wild man antics. Harmony 
Sweethearts, three singing lookers, 
completed the acts, but with their 
voices and ability would do better 
to fix up some new numbers. 
Horace Heidt band closed the 
show. It's a swell organization 
with some outstanding people, in 
particular a pair of newcomers, 
Lysbeth Hughes, singing harpist, 
and Don Briggs, baritone youngster. 
Even at this half-full show Miss 
Hughes tied up the works singing a 
Hawaiian tune while accompanying 
herself on the harp. Briggs did 
‘That's Why Darkies Were Born’ 
and plenty good. Musicians of the 
band stepped out for several solo 
spots, all handling their jobs well. 
But even across the footlights spec- 
tators could feel the evident embar- 
rassment of the performers as Heidt 
went into long vocol spiels about 
their personal history, etc. Bock 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Oct. 1. 

Warfield is going for bigger and 
better orchestral productions, re- 
turning Walt Roesner as conductor, 
adding 10 singers and three musi- 
cians, and abandoning the pit in 
favor of stage. Sum total is a whiz 
bang musical show running 25 min- 
utes and packing a lot of punch. 

It's a return home for Roesner 
who's been away for some months. 
Maestro, with couple years at the 
Fox and an additional period at the 
Warfield to his credit, is an im- 
pressive name to local theatregoers, 
one of the reasons being the flashy, 
spectacular overtures he did at the 
Fox. 

This week’s Roesner show is no 
slouch, either. It’s helped mate- 
rially by the installation of a swell 
public address system, and bring- 
ing out all announcements, voices 
and instruments without a lot of 
mikes cluttering up the stage. In 
addition to a flock of swell arrange- 
ments, mostly of pop stuff, Roesner 
conducts the band in accompani- 
ment to three specialty singers, out- 
stander being Marie Vero, tiny 
coloratura whose voice is nearly a 
freak for quality and clarity. Pipes 
several Spanish tunes that click 
heavily. 

Al Lyons does one number and 
contributes a limber-legged dance 
that gets over. Joaquin Garay, 
who’s been here and at the Fox 
with Roesner for several years, is 
back to chant a pair of numbers, 
but he has picked up a negroid 
hotcha style that isn’t like the un- 
sophisticated Garay stuff of previ- 
ous days, and isn’t as well received. 
Ten male choristers are effectively 
used in several numbers. 

Remainder of the presentation 
follows the band turn, and is com- 
posed of ace laugh acts. Gaud- 
schmidt Brothers and their edu- 
cated pooches, Roy Rogers and his 
drunk and acrobatic work, and 
Howe, Leonard and Alyce, with 
comedy and tip-top hoofing, are 
solid clickers. Line of 18 girls does 
a pair of routines. 

House is booked by Fanchon & 
Marco, which is also in the peculiar 
position of running competition to 
itself with a similar show at the 
Orpheum, up Market street a few 
blocks. 

Biz up in the top brackets with 
‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par) on 
screen. Bock. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 
Little long, but mildly pleasing 
stage show highlighted by the work 





of Lee, Lee, Lee and Lee. Boys’ 
clowning is solid entertainment, 
smoothly  routined. Jerry Ross 


comes on cold and unheralded to 
m.c. the show and manages by the 
finish to entrench himself, due 
mostly to his warbling of ‘Last 
Round-Up.’ 

Marty May and Jean Carroll, next 
to closing, aren't sufficiently strong 
for that spot and should be switched 
with the Lee Bros. May is a Jack 
3enny type. Miss Carroll's chatter 
is not sufficiently surefire, nor loud 
enough to be socko. 

Two femme songstresses, of dif- 


ferent types, fare nicely. Chick 
Kennedy, doing character comedy, 
gets across best with her tough 


number and Kathleen Lawlor, billed 
as possessing a CC above high C, 
impresses mildly. Miss Lawlor duets 
pleasingly with Don Raymond. 
Line of 16 girls does three rou- 
tines, a wheel formation, a costume 
number and a football finale. De- 
spite ‘Way to Love’ (Par), the Chev- 
alier picture, house half-filled sec- 
ond show, opening day. Final epis- 
ode of ‘Tarzan’ serial; ‘Popeve’ car- 
toon, and newsreel round ovt the 
bill, Leny. 





PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 6. 
Of course, no one expects a pro- 
ducer or a booker to hit 100% at 
all times, but neither does one ex- 


pect them to hit from a record week 
and great shows to the very depths. 
Also for the two star houses, the 
B. & K. Chicago and the RKO Pal- 
ace to deliberately book musical 
comedy tabs and cut into each other 
is far from showmanship. 

There are bound to be compari- 
sons and the Palace gets the worst 
of it with ‘Strike Me Pink.’ A couple 
of names made the show in New 
York, but those names and person- 
alities are gone. Next there is said 
to be dissension within the company 
which makes a bad show worse. 

People individually are good; col- 
lectively and as a show, bad. James 
Barton is the only star; he’s work- 
ing overtime here, but has weak 
lines. Only chance he has for him- 
self is a few minutes out in front of 
the curtain with his dancing and 
showmanship. Other performers are 
around and libel on the people 
they’re supposed to mimic. Here is 
one instance where imitation is not 
flattery. 

Show itself is slapped together 
with small amount of thought and 
coin. Compared with ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
this is a Volunteer Firemens ama- 
teur benefit show playing on a rainy 
Thursday in an Arkansas village. 

Plenty of girls in the show, but 
they haven't anything worthwhile to 
do. Their routines are mild and 
gone through in a listless manner 
that had half the audience walking 
at the last show Friday night. Show 
lacked continuity and motion. 

What comedy there is in the show 
is strictly Star and Garter. Lines 
and business went overboard in an 
attempt to grab double entendre 
laughs, but this audience had none 
of it. Even the performers seemed 
embarrassed, or maybe they just 
didn’t have any energy. Just mum- 
bled lines and walked through. 

Called a production but it isn’t. 
A couple of backdrops and two 
props don’t make a production. 

Palace started nicely with the le- 
git rep of this show, but the gross 
will slide as the reports get around. 
No strength on the picture won't 
help either, the flick, ‘Brief Moment’ 
(Col), being hidden in the corner of 
the ads. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Routine layout that wouldn't be 
especially torrid for any main stem 
stand, but it’s aces for East 86th 
street. This neighborhood goes hoof 
and hide for robust comedy be it 
however old and shop worn and the 
middle of this,bill has it in gobs, de- 
livered with experienced troupership 
and made to score. 

Opening is a standard filler in 
Mulroy, McNeece and Ridge, the 
old roller skating two-act extended 
into a threesome. No special point 
in the added member except that he 
makes the turn look more impore- 
tant. Brisk routines, mostly fea- 
tured by the impressive looking 
whirling of the girl. Finish has her 
whirling in a swivel teeth hold and 
a finish trick to invoke neighbor- 
hood applause anywhere. 

No. 2 brings Ward and Van, quiet 
comedy violin and harp turn, em- 
ploying all the familiar devices of 
discord and interruption for mild 
laughs, but the punch giggle for this 
mob is the violinist’s trick falling 
pants, sure-fire down any side 
street and here a near-panic. 

Doug Leavitt and Ruth Lockwood 
know the answers to all the ques- 
tions of this kind of time, slam- 
ming over points rather blunt as to 
import but delivered with a vigor 
that defies resistance, They have 
all the old-time tricks and a couple 
of new ones for them. Among the 
latter are a blackout travesty bit 
with Miss Lockwood making a capi- 
tal Mae West i.npersonation to 
Doug’s not so fine, but still strong- 
arm Wallace Beery. The deaf pair 
at a baseball game was neatly 
planted for the week’s interest in 
the world series and a tenor stooge 
helped to keep things moving, not 
to speak of a dancing boy and the 
fat woman in tights, all supplying 
a variety of incident that kept the 
crowd amused, no matter what you 
think of its artistic quality. 

Rube Demarest and Olive Sibley, 
latter the latest of the piano comic 
numerous partners, held down the 
next-to-closing spot neatly with 
hokum and straight music judici- 
ously mixed. Girl has a flashy so- 
prano voice and has learned to use 
it with some measure of restraint, 
fitting nicely as change of pace to 
Demarest’s clowning at the music 
box. 

The Climas made an excellent 
closing feature, holding attention by 
the novelty of a sketch structure to 
support a sensational apache acro- 
batic bit and a tumbling finish. 
Sketch is called ‘Cafe Zanzabar’ and 
business of a low sailors’ dive in 
Marseilles supplies a dramatic 
background for a pantomimie story 
of a Apache love dance leading to 


a general fight and exciting gun 
play, for the getaway. Shrewd bit 
of showmanship and well framed 
for the neighborhood taste for sen- 
sation. 

‘Song of Songs’ (Par) on the 
| screen and busines; at this Friday 
evening performance capacity as 
i usual Rush. 
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Talking Shorts 








‘SPILLED SALT’ 


Novelty 
10 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 

Master Arts 

This may be start of a series or 
easily could be. Deals with origin 
of one of the more popular super- 


stitions, that it’s unlucky to spill 
salt. Far from heavyweight but 
passes muster outside of the 


choosey first runs. 

In addition to solving basis for 
the superstition that luck is im- 
paired by spilled salt, short goes 
further than that to show why peo- 
ple toss a bit of the thusly-spilled 
salt over the left shoulder. 


Opens in a speak with a couple | 


muggs talking about superstitions, 
film cutting to centuries back as 
one begins explaining origin. It 
may or not be authentic but in- 
teresting anyway, as a Babylonian 
merchant prince terminates his 
friendship with a trader because 
latter spilled some precious salt in 


his presence, thus distressing the 
gods. 

The same prince turns robber 
and on approaching his former 
friend, the intended victim, from 
the rear, latter tosses salt across 
his shoulders, blinding the other. 
In other words, it may have been 


unlucky losing his trading asso- 
ciations with the wealthy merchant 
prince by spilling salt but lucky, on 
other hand, with the salt saving 
his life finally. ; 

After the explanation sequences, 
film cuts back to the speak, one 
of the muggs finally vowing he was 


glad he wasn't suverstitious, 
knocking wood on the bar as he 
does so for a novel finish. Char. 





‘THE MOONSHINER’S DAUGH- 
TER’ 


Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 

RKO 
Very nutty, without situations 
but action novel and_. original 
enough to get the howls. Moder- 


ately amusing, travesty short will 
serve okay to dress bills in aver- 
age houses. 


‘Moonshiner’s Daughter,’ or, as 
the companion title appears in 
credits, ‘Abroad in Old Kentucky,’ 


is one of the productions made in 
cooperation with the Masquers 
Club, Hollywood. It employs Mary 
Carr, Russel Simpson, Lucille 
Brown and others. What it lacks 
mostly aside from unique situa- 
tions is a good comedy type who 
would help make it as absurd as 
intended. 

Looks like considerable money 
has gone into the making of the 
short; more than the negative re- 
sults deserve. Char. 


‘OLD KING COLE’ 
Silly Symphony 
Cartoon 
7 Mins. 
Transiux, N. Y. 
United Artists 

Failure to measure up to the 
recent standard set by Walt Dis- 
ney in his colored Silly Symphonys, 
backgrounded in well-known nur- 
sery rhymes and fairly tales. This 
one has offscreen music especially 
written for it, as did ‘Three Little 
Pigs,’ but except for technical 
skill is leagues behind ‘Pigs’ and 
several others of recent release. 

Short includes Old King Cole, 
Mother Hubbard, Little Boy Blue 
and various other characters of 
fancy. There is a plethora of de- 
tail involved in the drawings and 
the color treatment #8 excellent, but 
on entertainment and novelty sub- 
jects lacks much. Char, 





DR. BULL 






Fox production and release. Stars Will 
Rogers. Directed by John Ford. Adapted 
by Paul Green from ‘The Last Adam’ 
by James Gould Cozzens: Jane Storm, 
continuity; cameraman, George Schnei- 
derman. At the Music Hall, N. Y., week 
Oct 5. Running time, 75 minutes. 
SPOMtOD BUT. ccs cveesevececses Will Rogers 
Janet Cardmaker,....cccecesss Vera Allen 
May Tupping ..ccceos eeceee Marian Nixon 
200@ TUPPEP... 2200 eeneegess Howard Lally 
Herbert Banning ........ Berton Churchill 
Mrs. I‘anning oe ...-Louise Dresser 
Larry Ward...... ...-Andy Devine 
Virginia Banning .. .. Rochelle Hudson 
DR. VOrney. cccrsescvccveses Ralph Morgan 

A sentimentaly character com- 


edy, touched with humor often ten- 
der and persuasive. Picture is 
bound to do well generally, with 
particularly favorable chances in 
the hinterland, 

On the artistic side the subject 
fs uneven. Comedy incident is not 
well balanced and the treatment 
makes many concessions to the 
undiscriminating, pushing the not- 
so-fine comedy points too far in 
reaching for a laugh from the 
naive. Some of it, however, is bet- 
ter show business than artistic 
sincerity and the footage has mo- 
ments of engaging genuineness 
and is shrewdly shaped for heart 
interest. Of romantic angles there 
are few, with what action there 
is centering upon the country doc- 
tor, a genial homely soul, not much 
of a physician for skill, but a 
warm-hearted, rugged human being 
and a type that lends itself to the 
curiously honest but eloquent 
playing of Rogers. 

Perhaps it was good judgment to 
subordinate the love interest. Mid- 
dle-aged heart affairs usually in- 
spire yawns and a more robust ro- 
mantic secondary thread would 
have interfered with concentration 
on the country doctor role with its 
juicy acting opportunities. But 
they needn’t have made quite such 
low comedy of his proposal scene. 
a note that got its balcony laughs 
but was off key downstairs. This 
is one of the concessions to the 
Bum chewers. Happily they are 
few. 

Picture has a quantity 
liar stuff—vicious New England 
village gossips, pompous” small 
town rich man and a back-biting 
populace who would tear down the 
old doctor’s reputation and find 
evil in his innocent relations with 
a widow. But it is the sincerity 
and earnestness of the writing and 
the playing that makes the thing 
Stick. In short, the story and its 
Principal character have a good 
deal of the David Harum quality. 

Treatment gives the picture a 
fine flavoring of gentle humor, ad- 
mirably fortified with crisp dialog 
that makes its point without wast- 


of fami- 


ing a word. Incident also is con- 
densed after a rather quict start 
and the story builds to a satisfy- 
ing finale without resort to arti- 
ficiality. Dr. Bull is a little slov- 
ernly and rather’ shockingly un- 
versed in the equipment of his 


profession, but it rather makes his 





human side the more persuasive 
It’s poor medical propaganda, but | 
Superlative character drawing by 


both dramatist and actor, especi- 


ally the latter. 


| tel,’ 


cur at the moment anybody else 
that could have given it quite the 
finishing touch that this one-time 
rope manipulator does. His range 
may be limited, but for this type 
of role he's tops. He ought to be. 
He's played a professional rube in 
numerous capacities all his life. 

A  well-picked cast surrounds 
him here. Vera Allen, heretofore 
figuring incidentally, comes to the 
front with an altogether charming 
performance as a widow well be- 
yond the bloom of youth but still 
a figure of elegance and breeding. 
She’s the object of Dr. Bull's 
courtship and a _ straight femme 
character of that kind is a good 
deal of a novelty in such a rela- 
tion. Louise Dresser has a minor 
role, idea here probably being to 
capitalize on the partnership in 
‘State Fair.’ That doesn’t count as 
a factor principally because she is 
given an unsympathetic part— 
that of a village society martinet. 
This veteran doesn't belong in the 
spot as nothing but benevolence 
emanates from her. Marion Nixon 
handles the ingenue trimly and 
Howard Lally does well with a low 
comedy character. 

Settings are excellent and the 
physical production is in all re- 
spects first rate. Rush, 


FOOTLIGHT PARADE 


Warner Bros. production and_ release. 
Features James Cagney; Joan  Blondell, 
Ruby Keeler and Dick Powell. Directed by 
Lloyd Bacon; dance numbers created and 
staged by lBusby Berkeley. Screen play, 
Manuel Seff and James Seymour; songs, 
Harry Warren and Ai Dubin, Sammy Fain 
and Irving Kahal; camera, George Barnes. 









At Strand, N. Y., week Oct. 4. Running 
time, 102 mins. 
Ce De Recvecaseseeeeews James Cagney 
WANs occccecvsce eeqgrececesee Joan Blondell 
a ee ..Ruby Keeler 
Scotty ..-Dick Powell 
GOWN. -sesse -+.-Guy Kibbee 
Mrs. Gould --Ruth Donnelly 
Vivian...cee eoecccece Ceeservsces Claire Dodd 
BOWES. ccccsoces eeccececcces Hugh Herbert 
PTANCIB, . cococccesscceseccos Re SGM Menenn 
Frazer. ..ee Cccccccccccccccesce Arthur Hohl! 
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The trade will necessarily com- 
pare ‘Footlight Parade’ with ‘42d 
Street’ and ‘Gold Diggers.’ It’s not 
as good as the first two, but the 
three socko numbers here eclipse 
some of the preceding Berkeley 
staging for spectacle. Film will un- 
doubtedly do business, possessing 
the same basic ingredients of girls, 
music, backstage color, flash, dash 
and, in this particular case, a bit 
more marquee b. o. through the in- 
clusion of Cagney. 

But 102 minutes is too long. The 
first hour, by the clock, is a loose, 
disjointed plot to plant the Fan- 
chon & Marco presentation produc- 
tion stuff. F&M isn’t mentioned 
but that’s the setting, with Cagney 
as the unit stager who's being 
rooked by his partners. 

Then the wow finish with the 
three flash units as the Greek ex- 
hibitor reviews the tabs which mean 
a ioute, or else. ‘Honeymoon Ho- 
‘By a.Waterfall,’ and ‘Shang- 


| hai Lil’ are the numbers, the latte 


There doesn’t oc-} including an American flag finale, a 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox). Sentimen- 
tal comedy built around a very 
human country doctor. Drips 
with human interest and can 
scarcely miss. Among the best 
of Will Rogers’ releases. 

‘Footlight Parade’ (WB). An- 
other in the backstage cycle 
of musicals, with Cagney, 
Blondell, Keeler and Powell. 
Should get good b.o. attention. 

‘The Bowery’ (UA). Good 
entertainment pix for coin. 

‘Torch Singer’ (Par). Un- 
wed mother film not so forte. 

‘Deluge’ @RKO). Weak on 
everything including cast 
names; strictly for the nabes. 

‘The Thrill Hunter’ (Col). 
Buck Jones as a cowboy, but 
not the usual western. Well 
played farce will appeal out- 
side the usual route. 

‘As the Devil Commands’ 
(Col). Overstressed drama 
without grip. Limited appeal. 

‘Gigolettes of Paris’ (Equi- 
table). Tawdry story clumsily 
told. Not redeemed by acting 
of a competent cast. 

‘The Avenger’ (Mono). In- 
die meller has a chance, but 
must look for its best grosses 
where pictures of type ar reg- 
ular fare. Ralph Forbes and 
Adrienne Ames paired. 

‘Night Flight’ (M-G). Punch 
aviation film with a flock of 
potent marquee names in the 
two Barrymores, Helen Hayes, 
Gable, Montgomery and Myrna 


Loy. 
‘Charlie Chan’s Greatest 
Case’ (Fox). Chan in Hono- 


lulu and succeeds as entertain- 
ment. Should do well in its 
class. 














flash of President Roosevelt and 
everything but the NRA. 

As an entertainment proposition 
much of the ensuing captiousness 
must necessarily go by the boards, 
for the elements for appealing to 
public fancy are there. Still, as in 
‘Gold Diggers,’ where Ned Sparks 
puts on a Ziegfeld production with 
a $15,000 budget, similarly no pic- 
ture house ever saw such tabs as 
Cagney gives ’em here. But that’s 
cinematic license, for here again the 
latitude of the camera permits for 
startling embellishments of pseudo- 
stage effects which in reality could 
never be. 

That water ballet, the hokum 
‘Honeymoon Hotel’ and ‘Shanghai 
Lil’ are punchy and undeniable. 
They more than offset the lethargy 
of what has preceded and sweeps 
the auditor away. 

Characters are formula. Ruby 
Keeler is again the mousey type who 
becomes a swell number, and Dick 
Powell again is the juve lead. Cag- 
ney is the dynamic stager of units 
and Joan Blondell is his overly effi- 
cient secretary who contributes an 
element of unrequited love while 
Cagney gets rid of one wife and 
falls for another phoney dame. 

The inside stuff in the script will 
please show-wise exhibs—and fans. 
Paul Porcasi’s Greek exhib; the ex- 
terior of the presentation produc- 
tion factory, almost a replica of 
the F&M offices on Sunset Boule- 
vard, Los Angeles; and some of the 
characters likewise suggest being 
authoritatively patterned along with 
the manner of rehearsals, staging, 
ete. 

As behooves an al fresco theme 
of this nature, the dialog is fly and 
crisp, and some of Cagney’s lines 
are particularly brisk. 

Apart from the featured quartet 
(Cagney, Blondell, Keeler and Pow- 
ell who do handily) there are some 
good performances by others. Claire 
Dodd looks a comer as a nifty chis- 
eler; Porcasi’s exhib role is the 
McCoy; Hugh Herbert registers as 
an effeminate mentor, and Frank 
McHugh gets a lot out of an exas- 
perated dance director. 

Film really should be cut on run- 
ning time and is susceptible to that 
sort of treatment. An hour of pre- 
liminary character planting seems 
extraneous. Abel. 


| 





THE BOWERY 


Century production. United Artists 
release, Stars Wallace Beery, George Raft, 
Jackie Cooper. Directed by Raoul Walsh. 
Fay Wray, Pert Kelton featured. Adapted 
by Howard Estabrook and James Gleasor 


20th 


from novel by Raymond Griffith and Mi- 
chael Simmons. Barney McGill, photog 
| At Rivoli, N. Y., for grind run, com- 
mencing Oct. 4. Running time, 92 mins. 

Cees CSR so 0 ov 000k esters Wallace Beery 
Steve Brodie... cccccccccescnces George Raft 
BwWiIpOe 2. ccccccsenecccess eceee- Jackie Cooper 
Seer Ramet. 0 4.00560506660066-065 Fay Wray 
Pe ScnTh ceVeadsendetens @eeessn Pert Kelton 
John [y. Sullivam..cccccceces George Walsh 
ae rrr re Oscar Apfel 
SOMAD occcvisdicctsvecoce Ferdinand Munier 
DEP, BROOME cb d50 089640656 06K86 Herman Bing 
TRESS DISRIOR . cc icccccecsess Lillian Harmer 
Tammany Young......cee-. Tammany Young 
EMM TEOGRR. ov ccc cecesccesces’ John Kelly 





‘The Bowery’ delivers as enter- 
tainment. It should draw by itself 
as a picture while the cast, starring 
Wallace Beery, George Raft and 
Jackie Cooper, all borrowed, will 
be considerable-help at the box of- 


fice. 

Two old Bowery characters, Steve 
Brodie and Chuck Connors, have 
been dramatized to a point where 
the only thing that’s recognizable 
from the record books about them 
are the jump from Brooklyn Bridge 
and Bowery lingo respectively. 

This script makes them rivals for 
mass leadership on the old street, 
but the importaant point is that as 
rewritten the two practically legend- 
ary characters make good enter- 
tainment. No harmful disputes are 
likely to arise over authenticity or 
the lack of it, since the jump from 
the bridge is the only thing the 
average customer knows about Bro- 
die. Connors, except to those New 
Yorkers who know or remember, is 
probably just another Joe Doakes. 

Color contributed by the Bowery 
atmosphere and the manners, fash- 
ions and people of the day are a 
natural source of material for the 
script, which rests easily on the 
background when the action mo- 
mentarily lags. The period cos- 
tumes won't be much of a novelty 
to the majority after the Mae West 
picture, but they still possess an 
allure which only too much repe- 
tition can spoil. The production 
phase is high grade. 

The Connors-Brodie honest rivalry 
over everything, from gals to fight- 
ing ability, giving the tale a Flagg- 
Quirt glow, is the story. Brodie gets 
the girl. But he takes a licking 
from Connors in their private finish 
fight on a river barge. The fight 
is an exciting interlude, and it comes 
in handy where it’s placed—under 
the finale. Previously, in the ex- 
tremely well staged Brodie bridge 
leap, the picture has reached its 
peak. It then stumbles until the 
fight arrives, but the latter brings 
home the bacon, 

At the finish, and after nearly 
killing each other, Connors and 
Brodie are arm-and-arming it in 
uniform on their way to Cuba, It 
leaves things open for a follow-up, 
along the same lines by which Quirt 
and Flagg were developed in the 
past. The trick will be to land 
Beery and Raft again. 

The eight-minute guy with a 
three-minute heart, as Connors is 
portrayed iy the authors, is a waltz 
for Beery, who is doing ‘The Champ’ 
all over again to a great extent, with 
Jackie Cooper again as his foil, The 
Cooper kid, obviously outgrowing 
the baby type, is still a trouper and 
sends in another gem performance. 
His part this time calls for an older 
boy than he’s played up to now, so 
he fits. Raft, much improved, is an 
okay choice as Brodie. The other 
meat parts are carried by Fay Wray, 
who plays straight to the boys, and 
Pert Kelton, who sings and dances 
as a Bowery soubrette in Connor's 
joint. 

For the present day burlesque 
strippers there is a lot of info on 
s.a. in this picture. The musical 
numbers, in which the girls are well 
padded, have considerable punch be- 
cause they don’t show too mfch. 
3ut Miss Kelton’s pants are as 
prominent as the mirror back of 
Connors’ bar. 

‘The Bowery's’ version of Brodie’s 
brodie is that a dummy was in- 
volved, but Brodie really jumped. 
He intended to use the dummy, says 
the script, but somebody copped it 
just before game time. In a spot 
and obliged to go through with it, 
Brodie has to take the chance him- 
self. Bige. 








The Woman’s Angle | 





‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox). 


Scattered bits from the life of a country doctor. 





Makes new family friends for Will Rogers and gratifying the old. 


Swift, 
Something in it to appeal to all femme 


‘Footlight Parade’ (WB). 
with a likeable, lively cast. 
tastes. 





‘The Bowery’ (20th Century). 


stuff. 


Lusty, 
Its vulgarity acceptable as an attribute of locale. 





spectacular entertainment coupled 


humored period 
Aimed at the 


broad, good 


male audience, but the femmes can safely sit in, too. 


‘Torch Singer’ (Par). 
tive title. 


‘Night Flight’ (M-G). 
ing and 
flying. 


Claudette Colbert suitably 
Maternal self-sacrifice ironed out with a radio twist. 


wed to a provoca- 


Star names playing bits in a sincere, convinc- 
unrelieved presentation of the harrowing vicissitudes of night 
Tedious for ladies, with none of the romantic goings-on they've 


learned to expect and like from such a cast. 








TORCH SINGER 


release, 
by 


and 


production 
Directed 


Paramount 







Stars Claudette Colbert. 
Alexander Hall and George Sommes; 
adapted by Lynn Starling and Lenore 
Coffee from Grace Perkins’ ‘Mike’; mu- 
sic and lyrics by Ralph Rainger and Leo 
Robin. Karl Struss, photog. At Para- 
mount, N. Y., week Oct. 6. Running 
time, 70 minus. 
Sally Trent—Mimi Benton.......... 
Seececbecsseceessedeoss Claudette Colbert 
Tony Cummings .........:; Ricardo Cortez 
Michael Gardner... ..-David Manners 
DOPE 3 cccccsveccce e++.-LYda Roberti 
POOR Anae0s0n00tesseenseeer 3aby LeRoy 
Mother Angelica......... Florence Roberts 
faby Sally....... Shirley Ann Christensen 
BACREO GRU ccc cocveseoces Cora Sue Collins 
EOE. - RRs oo ct bdecennned Ethel Griffies 
Miss Spaulding...... Helen Jerome Eddy 
Ce. « tsb00-00 6 ka hen tte Mildred Washington 
Mr. Judson....ece «+..--Charles Grapewin 
a: eee eeneeseesceeced Albert Conti 


Unwed mother theme in the cus- 
tomary manner, and the result is 
far from impressing. It has a ‘Life 
Begins’ start in the charity ward 
of a maternity hospital, branches 
off into radio satire and finishes 
with the mother regaining her lost 
child. 

Too maudlin in general to at- 
tract other than through the star, 
Claudette Colbert. What she will 
draw is what ‘Torch Singer’ will 
get. Despite the title, and that 
may aid a bit, the story is about 
nobody in particular, and it’s not 
much of a yarn, 


Miss Colbert is a chorus girl who 
has a baby, but no husband. She 
becomes a notorious cafe song- 
stress who doubles under cover as 
an Auntie on a kiddies air program, 
a tough assignment to handle. It 
carries her down each known 
phase of the emoting scale, from 
an unsophisticated girl to a stew. 
The lasting impression is that she 
is crying most of the time, and 
that’s the idea the picture is likely 
to leave with audiences, 


The tragic thread running 


through the story is so prominent — 


that it defeats all attempts at com- 
edy. The laughs don’t fit. In the 
opening passages, where the agon- 


ies of childbirth are chiefly 
stressed, even to a view of the 
mother writhing in pain on the 
hospital cot, an effort is made to 
lighten things by some _ dialect 
fluff from Lyda Roberti. As con- 


cerns Miss Roberti, she makes her 
brief bit stand out, but t,he character 
can’t find a proper place until the 
hospital sequence is over. Then she 
drifts out of the picture. 

Miss Colbert’s wardrobe is im- 
posing all the way and she looks 
better than ever. Her performing 
is expert and she doesn’t do so 
badly when called upon to sing. 
Her singing voice is even deeper 
than her rich speaking pipes, and 
While it probably wouldn't stand 
up under a ‘Swingy Little Thingy,’ 
it fits snugly around the songs Leo 
Rubin and Ralph Rainger have 
turned out, 

Two cute children assigned to 
the baby stuff in the first reel will 
please everybody. They’re 3aby 
Leroy and Shirley Ann Christen- 
sen. Ricardo Cortez is in a faith- 
ful friend role, his nearest ap- 
proach to a Peter Pan so far. He 
suffers the change very well and 
delivers his usual. David Manners 


as the father who walks out and 
then returns, isn’t on much and 
then the script allows him to do 
nothing but cry. Bige, 
RKO Radio release of Samuel Pischoft 
production featuring Peggy Shannon, Sid- 
ney Blackmer, Lois Wilson and Matt 
Moore. Directed by Felix E. Feist. Aue 
thor, S. Fowler Wright; screen play, John 
Goodrich and Warren B. Duff. At the 
Rialto, N. Y., week commencing Oct. 6, 
Running time, 68 mins. 
SOT 05 Vices sd va de ana na wee Peggy Shannon 
Martin ..ccocsecccecces+s-Sidney Blackmer 
Helen 6980006600068 000008800046 Lois Wilson 
TOM .ccccsccccccccccescsecesce Matt Moore 
Jephson SOeecocecceevecvoccere Fred Kohler 
gy Pree O06b0cosceces Ralf Harolde 
Prof. Carlysle..........Edward Van Sloan 
Chief Forecaster...........:: Samucl Hinds 
Of indie quality and not to be 


rated importantly. Starts as a spec- 
tacle and winds up a western. Has 
some exploitation sales possibilities 
but in substance it’s for the nabes. 

It’s all a vague sequence, not par- 
ticularly well cast with sympathies 
towards the principals rather con- 
fusingly divided. After all, they 
want to know with which characters 
to,string along—when two femmes 
crop up in a friendly triangle it 
leaves the auditor too bewildered. 

Miss Wilson is the mother and 
Miss Shannon the other woman, 
equally sympathetic, but introduced 
later after the cataclysm which has 
deluged the earth and wiped away 
the civilization of the most civilized 
hemisphere. The quake and inunda- 
tion has made the towers of New 
York City topple and crumble in 
extended views of the audience— 
very extended. For a considerable 
number of minutes after alarums 
from all sources have gone out to 
the ships at sea, the planes on high 
and all other craft to make fast, in 
view of the impending eclipse and 
presumed end of the earth, it’s all 
material. 


|}sort of travelog 

After the process stuff hag 
unreeled (in none too convince. 
ing a manner, by the way), 
comes the rather elementary story. 
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(Continued on page 23) 
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KATHLEEN NORRIS’ 


sensational seller 





Stirring revolt of a wife against a man who used 
their marriage as a smoke screen for his indis- 
cretions...and repaid her loyalty by refusing her 
the right to motherhood. A woman’s picture of 
tremendous emotional appeal... with gorgeous 
settings, stunning gowns. 
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e,* 
‘Bowery’ Plugs {| be conducted through board work | Get a Supply before Brodie says he hopped the | Magic 
; . . in the lobby if » paper is reluct- | . as bridoa an aR ae ; atinds : 

Naturally United Artists wanted amt te os a ing paper is reluct | Managers, particularly those in — SS eee = wae “tong . oO What seemed to be a magical act 
‘The Bowery,’ the first of the 20th There's also a chance for clock co- | “#@ cities, should lay in a supply of . sf Sgr od satoons than Fo- | was deftiy worked for a store win- 
Century productions, to get off on operation on this gag phage sith z aes autumn leaves when the foliage is | ©Ver Creamed of. |dow on a picture that warranted 
the right foot, so that exploitation general _—— . at its brightest and put them aside ‘a lextra trouble and a lit ‘xpense 
staff got busy to the last office boy. ; for the thanksgiving display, when Pretty hasy |It was based on the familiar black 

Perhaps the best single stunt the leaves will be dull and dried. There seems to be no connection | art idea, but that's still attractive 


was a big balloon, bannered for 
the show, which hovered over the 
Polo Grounds the first two games 
of the World's series. Seen by the 
two huge crowds, and mentioned 
in most of the newspaper stories 
of the event as part of the local 
color. 

Another valuable tie was a 
to the N. Y. Central and its 
Century express. This got 


hook 
20th 
two 


large displays in the concourse 
which is not only traversed by 


thousands of commuters but other 
thousands going to and from the 
subway station. 

Vive girls and six men were 
dressed in the costumes of the play 


period and rode on about 160 
busses, plugging the picture and 
pointing out landmarks. Opening 


night the men were placed on the 
marquee and picked up with spots, 
while the girls gagged the crowd 
muiling around the entrance. 
There was also a hook, through 
Erpi, to the Gimbel ‘Nearly a Cen- 
tury of Progress’ display on the 
sixth floor of the store. Old pos- 
ters, layouts and cells of Mickey 
Mouse, old posters and props from 
‘The Bowery’ were among the ex- 
hibits. Lectured by an attendant. 


Personal Code 

Making a by-product of old trade 
papers and VARIETY, one exhib 
pasted ail the code stories on a 
board as a trame for what he an- 
nounced as ‘our personal code.’ 
Pointing out the delay in arriving 
at definite conclusions, he said that 
the theatre would continue to be 
conducted on the same cede it had 
always followed. 

Some of the points in the code 
were the best pictures procurable 
at the smallest price compatible 
with the maintenance of the prod- 
uct,, plus cleanliness, courtesy and 
safety. As the house has used no 
premiums, there was a clause in the 
code that the theatre would con- 
tinue to merchandize entertainment 
and leave crockery and tinware to 
the 5 and 10c. stores. 

This was backed up by a divided 
dollar, a circle with segments show- 
ing the division of the patron’s dol- 
lar with sections for film rentals, 
shorts, projection, house staff, rent, 
cleaning, safety, advertising and 


prolit; the latter the smallest slice 
of all. 
Made a lot of talk and felt that 


it presented the house in a new 
light. In the divided dollar, color- 
ing the segments more than doubled 
the attraction value of the display. 





Yor the Frosh 

Ingenious gag for a college town 
Manager was worked out from the 
photographic baby ‘contest. All 
freshmen were asked to visit a cer- 
tain photographer and pose for a 
picture for the theatre rest room 
which is designated as the College 
Room, though open to everyone. No 
charge to the frosh, though nothing 
to prevent his ordering extra prints 
if he wished, though he is not urged. 

Furnished photos are mounted in 
frames holding a dozen each, with 
the name on each, the ostensible 
idea being to enable the students to 


get more familiar with each other. 
Year of the class is also on the 
na: iabels, and it is the idea of 
the ..,ise to make a permanent rec- 


ord, year by year, this being only 
the start. Side angle is that the lo- 
cal girls can learn the boys’ names, 
if they are interested, and many of 
them are. Each student is given a 
Single to come down and view his 
mug free. . 

Little late for the opening, but the 
first semester weeds out about half 
the average class, and that can be 
used as an excuse for waiting for 
the second half. 


Gauging Moments 
One good gag for ‘Brief Moment’ 


is a pharaphrase on the familiar 
‘how high is up?’ Educators, minis- 
ters and others are contacted on the 


question, ‘How brief is a moment?’ 
and their replies lead into a contest 
with ticket prizes for the best re- 
Plies sent in with a control require- 
ment that the competitor must also 
8ive an incident to illustrate his 
idea of the brevity or length of a 
moment, 

It might be well to give a couple 
of examples, since the idea may not 


readily be caught. General idea is 
that if a contestant holds for a 
flash it is some such incident as 
wrenching his foot free from a rail- 
road switch frog as the train is 
bearing down on him. On the other 
hand the acceptance of his first 
Proposal of marriage may be a brief 
Moinent, though considerably long- 
er. 

ftashiould make for a good filler 
Sluo. With some newspaper, but can 


Girls Are Aces 

Girls figured prominently in the 
promotion for Warfrer’s ‘Footlight 
Parade’ at the Strand. The open- 
ing night about 100 girls in re- 
hearsal shorts pedalled up and down 
Broadway on bicycles while six 
girls on roller skates passed out 
bills on the sidewalks. 

Three girls worked on a jigsaw 
puzzle across from the theatre on a 
90-foot billboard and four animated 
figures decorated the marquee. Cag- 
ney punches a girl, Miss Keeler tap 
dances, Powell’ sings and Miss 
Blondell raises and lowers’ her 
skirts in a dance. Front of the thea- 
tre is plastered with streamers 
about 3x50 feet, each carrying a 
star name, and about double the 
lithographic paper used on _ the 
rearlier musicals will be put around 


town to catch those who do not 
view the localized ballyhoo. 
First Flop 
Pittsburgh. 


Recent agreement of Pittsburgh 
publishers’ association, banning all 
special exploitation stunts, put WB 
on a spot last week after all ar- 
rangements had been made to re- 
peat Columbia’s New York stunt on 
‘Lady For a Day’, now current at 
Stanley. . 

I’. Ralph Gervers, doing special 
publicity for Columbia, hit town 
early last week and with Joe Feld- 
man, head of WB's advertising staff 
here, prepared to stage the Apple 
Annie stunt. 

Publishers turned thumbs down, 
unwilling to establish a precedent 
in face of ruling passed only a 
couple of months ago. Theatre con- 
templated going through with idea 
anyway, figuring on couple of radio 
tie-ups, but finally decided to drop 
it. 

The apple-seller was handed a 
little check by the theatre manage- 
ment to compensate her for the dis- 
appointment and the homage that 
was to be hers for 24 hours. 


Composite Ads 

Warner's Strand, Brooklyn, has a 
permanent classified ad tie-up with 
the Brooklyn ‘Times’ for the current 
shows. It’s been running so long 
the house is finding it tough to get 
new slants, since new slants are 
necessary to maintain interest. 

Currently it is running the com- 
posite ad idea, which was first sug- 
gested in this department. Lines 
picked from five different ads are 
combined to form a new advertise- 
ment. Cash prizes aggregate $25, 
cut three ways. Assures advertisers 
their insertions will be read. 

Another new gag is to require the 
contestants to pick out 20 words 
from the space which rhyme prop- 
erly, sending along a tear sheet with 
the words ringed. Sounds simple 
and no laborious explanation needed, 
but it’s not as simple as it looks. 
Setter, though to use the Strand 
idea and require an elimination let- 
ter telling why the ‘Times’ ads are 
the best. 


Caught On 


In an advance notice on the 
special Columbia press book for 
‘Lady for a Day,’ this department 
expressed the belief that the apple 
woman stunt would be the big clean 
up. Practically every key-city used 
the idea and in every instance it 
clicked. It’s the old stuff, but it 
fits into this story so patly that 
newspapers went for it in a big way. 
Reports from correspondents con- 
firm the Columbia statement that 
it’s over from coast to coast. 

Plenty of the other old stunts can 
be revived with the same success 
provided the gag matches with the 
story. Plenty of managers loftily 
state that they prefer to work out 
their own ideas. Some of them real- 
ly adhere to this platform and oc- 
casionally miss out on a cash pick- 
up. The wise manager uses a stunt 
that will make money no matter 
whose idea it originally was. That's 
| something to mull over. 


Nixing Brodie Stunt 
Pittsburgh. 
Classified ad in a local daily last 
week for a bridge-jumper to leap 


off a local span as an exploitation 
stunt for ‘The Bowery’ brought 
close to 500 answers, all of them 


willing to pull the trick all the way 
from $1 to $10. Included were sev- 
eral women, one of whom told Ed 
Holland, special UA _ exploitation 
representative, that if she didn’t get 
work soon, she'd jump—for good 
;}and for nothing. 

Everything was set to go through 
with the stunt on the Smithfield 
street bridge, but a hitch developed 
| when it was discovered that a police 
;} permit was necessary Officials 
‘frowned on the idea 








Best preservative is to press each 
leaf singly with a hot iron and a 
little paraffin. Not as laborious as 
it sounds, and it keeps the leaves in 
good shape against use. They can 
be used for frame outlines, on still 
ecards and elsewhere. A couple of 
hundred leaves will make a fine 
display and be more effective than 
branches, which are likely to be 
shriveled by Thanksgiving. 

Leaves also can be kept in very 
fair shape in an ice box if they are 
wrapped to be protected against de- 
hydration in electric icers. 

While on the trip, it might be well 
to add a few shocks of corn, which 
will aid the decorative effect. Care- 
ful managers will apply one of the 
standard fireproofing solutions, 


Getting Action 

Drums operating horizontally and 
carrying cut-out to advertise a fea- 
ture are growing increasingly pop- 
ular. Advantage is that it gives 
three or four appeals instead of only 
one. Can be made still more ef- 
ficient if cut-outs are given vertical 
motion in addition to the horizontal 
travel. 

This can be accomplished by at- 
taching the cut-outs to the hub with 
a hinge permitting vertical motion. 
Base of cut-out is mounted on a 
semi-circular rocker and there are 
humps in the track on which the 
outer portion of the drum rides. 
Track should be slushed with axle 
grease to decrease friction. As the 
wheel turns the cut-outs ride over 
the bumps. Highly effective for 
horsemen but almost as good for 
figures and contributing the all- 
important eccentric motion which 
demands attention. Basic idea can 
be worked out in a variety of ways. 


Flying "Round 
Los Angeles. 
Loew's State used a night cruis- 
ing plane with neon lights for ex- 
ploiting ‘Night Flight’. Same stunt 
will be used in ’Frisco, Seattle and 
Portland. 


Kidding Fans 
Los Angeles. 

Effective throway devised for Uni- 
versal’s ‘Saturday’s Millions’ is in 
the form of a football ticket, one 
side printed with the usual lathe 
engraving and the reverse contain- 
ing the names of the two mythical 
colleges in the script, location, etc., 
all looking very upty-upty at first 
glance, 





Bewhiskered Pigs 
New York. 
Translux theatre on Broadway at- 
tached whiskers to the poster dis- 
play of ‘Three Little Pigs’ in front 
of house. Short was in its 6th week. 
Sign read: ‘We've been here so 
long we've grown whiskers.’ 


Varies Tabloid 

Monroe Greenthal, of United Ar- 
tists, is varying the almost inevit- 
able tabloid throwaway by going to 
pink paper for its toss-out on ‘The 

sowery’ and calling it the ‘Bowery 
Gazette’ with a very fair imitation 
of the old ‘Police Cazette.’ Color- 
fully illustrated and mildly kidding 
ancient ways and manners, it makes 
a sales item which should prove 
profitable. 

Ample space for the house im- 
print on the third page, with room 
enough for the frugally minded to 
sell off a part to merchants to ab- 
sorb the expense. Story is the type 
which can be well sold by this type 
of appeal. 

But someone has been monkey- 
ing with the facts in showing a pic- 
ture of John L. Sullivan whom 
Steve Brodie is grooming to meet 
Paddy Ryan. That happened long 





with ‘KF. P. 1’ and the new move- 
ment to establish three airplane is- 
lands in the Atlantic, but the drive 
is a natural for the picture, which 
Was suggested by the preliminary 
announcements of the idea. 

Pictures of the islands it is pur- 
posed to be built are dup!icates of 
some of the Fox art on the picture, 
and naturally, since the film island 
was supposed to be laid out on the 
same lines. 

It would be a good idea to collect 
these newspaper. stories against 
possible use, and it also suggests the 
advantage of a model contest along 
the familiar airplane lines. 

Not often that current news ties 
so completely into the exploitation 
for a film release, but no complaint 
as to that. 


Phones Kicks 

Large house, which has had a lot 
of trouble with complaints, lost ar- 
ticles and similar customer-to-man- 
ager stuff, figures it has got the 
headache powder in the shape of a 
telephone extension in the lobby on 
which any patron may call the of- 
fice. 

If it’s lost articles and similar 
routine, the switchboard girl makes 
the proper notation. If it’s a kick, 
she attempts to pour oil on the 
troubled waters. If the oil doesn’t 
seem thick enough, she throws the 
call to some higher up diplomat or 
phones for the asst. mgr., who 
knows what it’s all about before he 
approaches the irate customer. 

Latter angle alone seems to make 
it worth while, but it also saves a lot 


of time and trouble in recording 
losses, etc. All floor employees 
merely refer the person to the 


phone in the lobby and do not have 
to go off station to find someone to 
front. 

It’s a house phone and not a line 
extension, so it costs only the in- 
stallation, which is less than the 
phone service charge for a year. 


For Theatres, Too 
Birmingham. 

Howard College, once or twice 
a year during the football season 
admits boys to football games 
with coat hangers. Stunt can be 
adopted to theatres and hangers 
disposed of to dry cleaners, pro- 
vided in good condition. During 
a recent game, 1,500 kids brought 
in a total of 4,000 hangers and dur- 
ing the season last year 1,500 kids 
brought in 75,000 of the wires. 


‘F. P. 1’ Aero Contest 
Newark. 

The Terminal on ‘F.P.1.’ offered a 
model aero contest for members of 
the Bamberger Aero Club and drew 
1,000 boys to the house for a morn- 
ing showing of the film. Prizes were 
awarded by Lieut.-Col. George A. 
Vaughn, Casey Jones and Lieut. 
Aldworth, head of the Newark air- 
port, 











Local Hook-In 
Oklahoma City. 

One of the most sensational and 
timely ad campaigns ever accorded 
a flicker in these parts was con- 
cocted for the Liberty engagement 
of ‘Bureau of Missing Persons,’ by 
Warners’ local chief, George Hen- 
ger. And the response at the b.o. 
almost tied the record established 
at this house by ‘Gold Diggers.’ 

Throwing the regular campaign 
into the basket, Henmger adapted 
all ads to a tie-in with the locally 
red-hot Urschel kidnap trial by 
using sensational stuff on the prin- 
cipals, going particularly strong 
with the copy on ‘Machine Gun’ 
Kelly, head of the terror ring. He 
also utilized the greatly publicized 
death-threat to Federal prosecu- 
tors. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Arnold Albert, with ‘Warner 
3ros.’ advertising and publicity de- 
partment for seven years, now ad- 
pub head for the J. Real Neth cir- 
cuit of seven Ohio theatres, head- 
quarters in Columbus. 


Canton, O. 
George R. Delis, former manager 
of the Palace for A. CG. Constant of 
Steubenville, now part owner of the 
Palace, Lockport, N. Y., is looking 
over a number of Schine houses 
hereabouts with the idea of adding 
to his string. Delis more recently 
was city manager of the State and 
American, East Liverpool, for A. G 

Constant, 

Los Angeles. 
Harry Denny, new manager of 
the Rosemary, Ocean Park, replac- 





ing John Vainiko, who has gone to 
the Lyric, Huntington Park. 
Wayne Dailard, former manager 
there, now at the United Artists, 
Long Beach, in place of Ray Rock- 
ett, who has left Fox West Coast. 


Hartford, Conn. 





Charles Benson appointed man- 
ager and Robert Hart assistant of 
the reopened Palace. 

Jack Oldham at the Capitol as 
poster artist 

William Stevenson, manager of 
Parson's, legit 

Los Angeles 

Fox West Coast has increase] 
wages, cut down on hours and hired | 
more people in the home office in| 


‘ompliance with the NRA, and even 
roing stronger than provided for in 


g 
the eode 


to the layman 
Effect was a black draped window 
space with black sides and floor. A 


row of naked electric bulbs ran 
across the floor and another hung 
trom the ceiling in front of the re- 


cess. Just enough light used to hide 
the mechanism. Inside the space a 
man, dressed in white, flung balls of 
cotton against a board, the bal's 
clinging to spell out the title of the 
picture. No one seemed able to fig- 
ure how the balls could be thrown 
so accurately nor what was holding 
them, 


Answer was that the board was 
drilled with holes through which 
black threads passed. Weight on 


the other side of the board to each 
thread, and these dropped into the 
cellar through a trap. He'd on a 
table before use by a small rod 
which prevented the balls from be- 
ing pulled off out of turn. As soon 
as the title was spelled, a _ black 
c'oth was whisked off posters and 
sales copy against the back. After 
a few minutes the store’s window 
shade was pulled down, the stunt 
rearranged and shown to a fresh 
crowd. Not as hard as it sounds, 
and they talked of it for weeks. 


Title Contest 

Pointing out that many plays have 
titles which bear no relation to the 
Story, a theatre is offering a week- 
ly prize for the best new title sub- 
mitted by any patron, the title to 
be brief, to be fully explanatory, 
and to have sales value. 

Awards are made each week of 
four, three and two tickets for the 
most suitable titles, with the odd 
proviso that if the same _ person 
wins prizes in two or more contests, 
there is a ticket added to the prize 
for each previous winner. For ex- 
ample, a person winning a prize for 
the fourth time wou!'d receive three 
extra tickets. 

Figured that people will come in 
order to compete, but the manager 
feels that the greater value of the 
idea arises from a developing con- 
sciousness that often a good play is 
hidden behind a poor title. loped 
that the patrons eventually will 
learn to pick plays by entertainment 
value and not on titles alone. 


Circus Stuff 

Birmingham 
on the level or 
but 


Whether it was 
a publicity gag is not known 
the press notice received by ‘Doc’ 
Waddell, of Dodson World Fair 
Shows was a nifty. While playing 
Mississippi he wrote a letter to the 
editor of the ‘Daily News’ at Jack- 
son saying one of his elephants had 
a bad case of appendicitis. 

He was asking for a surgeon who 
believed himself good enough to 
remove the appendix from the ele- 
phant and invited any surgeon to 
get in touch with him when the 
show passed through Jackson en- 
route to Natchez. He specifically 
stated he wanted no veterinarians 
as the elephant was more like a 
human being than an animal. Story 
landed on page one. 


Taking a Trip 

Cetting a slant on the old shop- 
ping trip, it’s a good stunt to put in 
a man instead of a woman shopper 
and to give the itinerary of ‘One 
Man’s Journey’ through the stores. 

Best scheme is to lay out the trip 
and announce that the journeyman 
will buy the best bargain at each 
store. Prizes to those who look 
over the stocks and proffer advance 
lists as to which article the man 
will likely purchase in each store 
Perhaps better to limit the selection 
to the goods displayed in a certain 
window or all show windows. 

Another angle is to provide that 
the man will present passes to fel- 
low shoppers, not on the old Raffles 
identification scheme, but arbitra- 
rily, which will bring a crowd and 
still cause less confusion. 

Can be used to get a co-op page 
from the stores and to tie them in 
ta good exploitstion. 


NRA Uns H.C.L. Argues 


Union; Keeps Scale 


San Francisco, Oct. 9 


Although Los An-szeles musicians 
voted last week to shave their thea- 
tre scale and classifications, Local 
§ balloted on the same question and 
lecided to maintain the present 
price 

Directo ind members felt that 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 6) 


many industries have complicated 
the government’s problems. Busi- 
ness in general appears to be 
making some progress, with the 
exception of the stee! and allied 
trades, which really are a basic in- 
dex. These heavy industries seem 
to be lifeless after dropping off 
from the peak of the July and Au- 
gust upturn. In a vague way sen- 
timent downtown is that after a 
seasonal drop such as the current 
one, there will be a _ resumption, 
with a broad advance taking place 
in business and the market run- 
ning into the winter. There is 
nothing in the ticker performance 
to forecast such a prediction. 
Prices are just marking time 
within a narrow zone limited by 
the give and take of speculative 
play. 
Amusements In and Out 

The amusements reflect this con- 
dition quite clearly. Pools that 
were making aggressive gestures 
back in early September, appear to 
have relapsed into mere day to 
day scalping speculative groups, 
Few large businesses have as 
much to iook forward to in the 
NRA campaign, aimed to loosen 
the public purse strings than has 
the theatre, which is now in its 
active quarter. But little is being 
done marketwise to discount a 
good prospect. Public response to 
good pictures has been conspic- 
uously favorable this fall, and, 
given an excuse, the people appear 
willing to return to the playhouse. 
All these things the market has 
ignored for three weeks, while 
other industries such as the metals 
(aside from. steel) and the so- 
called repeal shares have been 
pushed ahead with every evidence 
of confidence, 

Department stores have slipped 
quite a little in market appraisal 
and so have the tobaccos. In the 
former case the explanation is that 
the people have developed resistance 
to price advances. Wide spread 
strikes are supposed to have de- 
pressed tobaccos although a cig- 
arette price increase has been hang- 
ing fire for a fortnight. Amuse- 
ments have followed these two spe- 
cial groups closely and seem to be 
influenced largely by day to day 
clique operations, 

Best Loew's could do last week 
was 33% at the top of the short 
squeeze, easing from there to close 
at 32%. Once early in the week 
the price slid to 29% threatening 





for a time a break through its 
former resistance level. Support 
came in here for the third time, but 
there was only a minor follow 
through that did not inspire much 
confidence. Trading had the char- 
acteristic, noted during the summer, 
of moving ahead on a succession of 
100-share trades, but giving way on 
sizable blocks. It was also noted 
that on all upturns bids failed to 
keep pace with the climb. Offerings 
of stock ‘at the market’ were likely 
most of the time to find bids as far 
away from the last trade as three 
quarters of a point. It was clear 
that nobody was leaving himself 
open to have long stock forced on 
him. Once or twice in other lead- 
ing shares floor operators tried to 
grandstand themselves by bidding 
for large blocks of stock, but were 
prompt to withdraw bids when 
stock was thrown at them. The 
same coyness observable in Loew 
partizans was general throughout 
the list. Self-professing bulls made 
an occasional gesture, but seldom 
went through with them. 
As to Warners 

Loew’s volurre was about half its 
recent normal, week's total being 
around 20,000 instead of twice that 
amount. Warner Bros. put in the 
best show in the group, churning 
about on fair volume and making 
steady progress. Thing that robbed 
this demonstration of significance 
is the fact that both the Street and 
the trade have been discussing a 
supposed clique operation that was 
brass-banded early in September as 
having 10 as its goal. Honest to 
goodness pools don't press agent 
their intentions as a rule and 
brokerage advice for some time has 
been to lay off the Warner cam- 
paign. 

Notwithstanding which the War- 
ner pool has done more in an ag- 
gressive market wy than any of 
the other amusement cliques, It 
didn’t quite make good its an- 
nounced objective of 10, but it did 
push its stock up from 1 to better 
than 9 and has drawn a good de- 
fense line near 7. It wouldn’t be 
surprising if the group resumed its 
march. Last week a minor demon- 
stration was made in Warner's pre- 
ferred stock which was marked up 
more than 3 points to a top for the 
year at 24% and the bonds have 
tenaciously held the greater part of 
their gains since April. 

Fox continues to come out in puz- 
zling volume and with erratic price 
movements. Starting around 18 it 





slid quietly on light dealings to 12%, 
then jumped to 19. It now has fal- 
len back to 15%, transactions run- 
ning to 3,200 last week. Banks in- 
terested in the company are sup- 
posed to have underwritten all but 
about 7,500 shares of the new issue, 
which raises the question where has 
about three times that amount of 
stock, traded in since mid-August, 
come from? Obviously, either some! 
of the banks are realizing or the | 
same small block of free stock is| 
hand to hand with| 





flitting from 
great rapidity. 

Columbia, which made a brave! 
show of aggressiveness not long 
ago, sank last week to 1,400 shares 
dealt in. Prices were steady, but 
small volume weakened the signifi- 
cance of the steadiness. Eastman 
Kodak, which sometimes is an in- 
dex of the film trade outlook, did 
best in the amusement family, mov- 
ing up 3 to 79%, but that was to be 
expected of a speculative favorite 
that had slumped acutely during the 





sagging markets of two weeks back 
Apparently this was one of the 
over-sold issues and its rebound 
was natural. 

Proposal of a reverse split-up of 
Paramount certificates on a one to 
eight ratio didn’t seem to please 
holders, although an exchange has 
been talked of for months, figure 
generally mentioned in the Street 
gossip being one for ten. Certifi- 
cates were inclined to droop, bulk of 
dealings being at the low of 1%. 

Nothing has been made public as 


| to details in the handling of the 


company’s two bonds, but they did 
very well in their group, the older 
6's moving up 3 net to 34 (top for 
the year is 35), and the 5%’s gain- 
ing -% to 33. Bonds themselves, 
with proof filed, gave a premium to 
the older stock, while the reverse 
was true of the certificates of de- 
posit. Just another eccentricity of 
shifting relations that have charac- 
terized these two issues for a year 
or more, 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Oct. 7: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 











Net 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. chg 
7% = i i|§| sese8 American Seat. ....cccccses osase 2 J 2% bid 
27% 6% 31,408 Columbia P. vtC..cccoccccccces 25 22% 24 
5% 1% BD GComeek, Pile... .ccccsccce eccccoe 3% 3% 3% 
14% 5% 1,000 Consol. Film pfid........e+. coe §=6—99% R% 9% +% 
89% 46 4,600 Eastman Kodak (3)..... eccccce 88 T5% T9% +3 
19 12 $8,200 Fox, Class A........ ccceceeoes 16% 154%, 15% + \% 
30% 10% 62, Gen. Elec. (40c.) . eoe 20% 18% 19% 
25 S| oe Keith a iia ag b ° @ es as 15 bid 
36% 84g 20,200 Loew &). ines - 33% 29% 32% +1% 
78% 35 100 BD BEGE, (6%)... cccccccccccsce 73 73. 73 -2 
7 15% @0O0 Madison Sq. Garden....... cocee 8 2% 3 + % 
22 |) eer eT Met-G-M pref. (1.89) eee ee 
2% ROOD PROMO once ccccccves NS 1% 1% 
2 % 4,700 Pathe Exchange...... Seccccceee§ 1 1% 1% + % 
9% 1% 5,600 Pathe, BOS Bc cccee cocccccees 69% 8 9% +1% 
12% 3 GR = CBGD sc ose ccc cccees ecoscee «6S ™% 7% + % 
5% 1 i FF =Perenrne ceesessece ee 2 2% —- % 
35 10 2D Univeral pref..cccccccccccesecs 23 23 23 —1 
9% 1 62,200 Warner Bros...... Sines eecbbenne «2k 6% 1% +% 
24% 4% FE eee cccccccccee 24% 21 24% +3% 
58% 19% 41,800 Westinghouse ........ coccccecss S8% 33% 37 +1% 
CURB 
2614 7 800 Columbia Picts..........scccose 23% 23 23 
% % Gem, Thea. EB. pld...ccceccesec Sy % A 
10‘ 2% Se SERENE ince oe cdceeccseseces 10% 1% 10% +2% 
Ty BD THOM BAER oc csc cccccccsccececece 1% 1% 1% + % 
PRODUCE EXCHANGE 
2% ag I. viaccess ccicscvenses ave | 1% 1% 1% +% 
9% 1 $65,000 Gen. Thea. Eq 5% 5 5 + % 
61 29'4 20,000 Keith 6's, 45% 44% 45% ; 
89 48 28,000 Loew 6's, R86 83 86 +2% 
87 47% 4,000 Pathe 7's, — ‘ 80 vis) 80 +5 
35 4% 11,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6°39, "47...ese-. 34% 32 34 4+3 ’ 
35% 5% 16,000 Par-Pub 54's, '59......ccccesee 33 30% 33 + 2% 
30 SY —siséattcce rn ee UM. cb cseedeneeeedes. me oi ae 
48 12 154,000 Warner Bros. 6's, ‘39....+.++-- 46% 444 45% +1 


Over the Counter, N. Y. 


Bid. Asked. 
% 1 


eecee Roxy, Clase A....- 


Gen. Theatre ctfs. sold $61,000 @ 4%, 3'%, 4%, up %. 
Par-Fam. ctfs. sold $28,000 @ 31%, 29'%, 30%, up %& 
Par-Pub ctfs. sold $24,000 @ 31%, 29%, 31'4, up 2%. 





Six Under Colo. Ban 


Denver, Oct. 9. 


Because of non-payment of taxes 
and other reasons, the following 
amusement and allied corporations 
have been barred from transacting 
business in Colorado: 

Acme Amusement company, Col- 
onial Pictures corporation, High- 
lands Amusement company, The 
Mountain S'‘ates Amusement cor 
pany, The National Amusement 
company of Kansas City, Ober- 
felder-Ketcham Productions, Pic- 
ture Machine Service corporation, 
and the Universal Amusement Syn- 
dicate. 

The above were included in a list 
of 500 companies published by the 
secretary of state. 








I tions 
New York 
Albany, N. Y., Oct. 9. 

Hollywood Sales Promotion, Inc., Man- 
hattan, theatrical business, $20,000. 

East Coast Motion Laboratory, Ince., 
Flushing, L. I., pictures; 600 shares—400 
preferred; $100—200 shares no par. 

East Rockaway Amusement Co., Inc., 
East Rockaway, pictures, $10,000. 

Columbia Opera Co. of New York, Inc., 
New York, theatrical, $10,000. 

Eva LeGallienne Productions, Inc., New 
York, theatrical, $500. 

Bells Productions, Inc., New York, the- 
atrical, 100 shares no par. 

Fischer Distributing Corp., Manhattan, 
general radio business, $20,000. 

Surrender of Authority 

Stern Pictures and Industrial, Ince., 

Delaware, 


California 
Sacramento. 

Merit Pictures Corp. John F. Natte- 
ford, Sara Rusevelt, Fred G. Bain. Capi- 
tal stock, 5,000 shares, subscribed $60. 

Liberty Pictures Corp. LL. Ryan, M. 
Dorsey, M. Grant. Capital stock, 1,000 
shares, subscribed $3. 

Screencraft Productions, Inc., M. 
Schneirow, M. Wyrick, J. Eisner, N. J. 
Newman, A. R. Murray. Capital stock, 
100 shares, subscribed $6. 

Progressive Pictures Corp. Willis 
Kent, Lester R. Ilfeld, Gritffith Lem- 
mon. Capital stock, 100 shares, sub- 
scribed $100. 

Carlo Amusement Company. Allen 
Miller, James M. McCarthy, R. T. 
Chapin. Capital stock, 100 shares, none 
subscribed. 


METRO’S ‘NANCY STAIRS’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Metro has taken ‘Nancy Stairs’ 
by Eleanor McCarthy for early- 
filmization. 




















ONE YEAR IN HOLLYWOOD 


HARRY WARREN and AL DUBIN 


Words, Music and Original Production Ideas 





LOOKING BACK! 


LOOKING FORWARD! 





“We're In 





“Shuffle Off To Buffalo” 
“Forty Second Street” 
“Getting To Be A Habit With Me” 


“Young And Healthy” 


“A2nd 


“Shadow Waltz” 
“Got To Sing A Torch Song” 
“Pettin’ In The Park” 


FROM, 


oe 2s ea 





The Money” 


“Remember My Forgotten Man” 


FROM 


“SOLD DIGGERS OF 1933" 





“Honeymoon Hotel” 
“Shanghai _ Lil” 


FROM 


“FOOTLIGHT PARADE” 





“Build A Little Home” 
“Keep Young And Beautiful” 


“A 


No More Love” 


“Rome Wasn't Built In A Day” 


FROM 


“ROMAN SCANDALS” 





“Coffee In The Morning 
And Kisses In The Night” 


“The Song Of Surrender” 
“Boulevard Of Broken Dreams” 


(Gigolo and Gigolette) 
FROM 


“MOULIN ROUGE” 





IN PREPARATION 


“WONDER 


BAR” 
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{ Two New Season. M-G-M 
} Pictures PREVIEWED TO 
j TERRIFIC ACCLAIM! 


























“AT YOUR SERVICE! FREE!’ 


At your M-G-M exchange! Eight-page press book with press stories, exploitation tie-ups 
. SS and ads, 6 col., 4 col., 3 col., 2 col. and 1 col. Showing how to tell the public that your 
theatre is the leading show shop in your town. The Major theatre is the one using the 
Major product.’ Tell the folks! Mats are at your branch! Get some today, FREE! 
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Film Reviews 








DELUGE 


(Continued from page 17) 


Blackmer thinks his wife and chil- 
dren are dead. Peggy Shannon, who 
was introduced as about to essay a 
championship swim, or something, 
eventually catches up with’ him 
after swimming away from a couple 
of renegades. The two hombres 
meet up with a roving gang of bad 
men, scavengers after the world’s 
catastrophe, and in turn extermin- 
ated by a band of vigilantes from a 
nearby settlement where once was 
New York City. 

Matt Moore heads that group and, 
unbeknownst to Blackmer whom he 
was to rescue eventually, he also 
figures as the No. 2 admirer of the 
hero’s supposedly lost wife. That's 
the type of situation it is. For the 
fade-out, Peggy Shannon again does 
a swim out into the briny, destina- 


tion unknown, as Blackmer sadly 
scans the horizon. 
Considering the material, young 


Felix E. Feist has done rather well 
technically in spots, but the script 
was too much against him. At the 
same time, there are the usual in- 
die-brand discrepancies such as the 
hero, who's always clean-shaved, 
while the rest of the cast is nat- 
urally ill-kempt and disheveled, and 
the heroine whose eye make-up is 
just-so, regardless of all the primi- 
tiveness of the situation. 

Notable among the technic is a 
tip-top musical score which pitches 
the climatic situations properly, 
particularly in the early destruction 
scenes. Abel. 


THE AVENGER 


Monogram production and_ release. 
Stars Ralph Forbes and Adrienne Ames. 
Directed by Edwin L. Marin. From novel 
by Jehn Goodwin; adaptation, Brown 
Holmes; dialog, Tristram Tupper; phtog- 
raphy, Sid Hickox; recording, John A. 
Stransky, Jr. At Mayfair, N. Y., week 


Oct. 2. Running time, 64 mins. 

Mormam Cral@..>cccccsecacs Ralph Forbes 
Muth BROwiles...ccscccses Adrienne Ames 
SAMOS GOPGOR..occccsececs Arthur Vinton 
Witt cccccceceoccece Claude Gillingwater 
Bally .cccocccvcsesceves Charlotte Merriam 
BIGNIOY ceccecccccecessss J. Carrol Naish 
PEED cet eneeesesesees Burton Churchill 
BROUCGLE vecercescosseces Thomas Jackson 


A fairly impressive candidate for 
secondary houses at large, but a 
meller for certain theatres and pa- 
tronage that may hit neat gross 
levels or better. Since little can be 
depended on from the cast lineup, 
including performances, although 
Miss Ame’s.recent divorce publicity 
may help, much will depend on the 
tastes of the ‘ocality. 

The Mayfair, for instance, seems 
to be getting the meller and freak 
film trade, with result picture may 
do better here than others would. 
House, independently operated and 
playing indie product mostly, has 
been buying more mellers than any- 
thing else. 

‘Avenger’ has Ralph Forbes and 
Adrienne Ames paired for love in- 
terest never very effectively devel- 
oped. Story leans more to the elab- 
orate methods employed by a 
framed assistant district attorney to 
wreak vengeance on his enemies 
following a brief jail term. 

Almost certain of who framed 
him, the former d.a. prepares a 
campaign of terror which, through 
liberties of the screen, makes it ap- 
pear he has murdered all but the 
fifth of the group, the fifth com- 
mitting suicide in order to make it 
appear his wife murdered him. The 
wife still palpitating for the d.a., 
her former boy friend, finally clears 
the avenger as he uncovers the men 
supposedly murdered by him for re- 
venge, all in hiding under armed 
guard, 

From the start, when the hero 
goes up for a 20-year term, to the 
final sequences the story sacrifices 
much in the way of plausibility in 
order to provide plot and get around 
certain screen ‘don'ts.’ 

Yarn doesn’t get much from 
either Forbes or Miss Ames, latter 
on loan from Paramount.  Fre- 
quently Forbes appears ill at ease. 
Support includes Arthur Vinton, 
who turns in the best performance, 
Claude Gillingwater, Charlotte Mer- 


riam, J. Carol Naish, Burton 
Churchill and Thomas’ Jackson, 
among others. Char. 


Chan’s Greatest Case 


Fox production and release. Features 
Warner Oland, Heather Angel, Johh War- 
burton and Virginia Cherrill. Directed by 
Hamilton MacFadden. Based on novel by 
Farl Derr Biggers; adaptation by Lester 
Cole and Marion Orth, Photography, 
Ernest Palmer; recording, George Lever- 
ett. At Roxy, N. Y., week Oct. 6. Run- 
ning time, 70 mins. 


2 ge eee ....Warner Oland 


Oe ee Heather Angel 
The Beachcomber............- Roger Imhof 
John Quincy Winterslip John Warburton 
a et Sarre Walter Byron 
DE Suu ca ciek ss ies asa kes Ivan Simpson 
Barbara Winterslip........ Virginia Cherrill 
es NES oh ce go nat 4s 0 Francis Ford 
Dan Winterslip........... Robert Warwick 
Amos Winterslip........... Frank McGlynn 





Charlie Chan is solving a Hono- 
lulu murder this time, one that will 


Provide screen audiences with the 
desired suspense as well as more 
than the average amount of com- 
edy such pictures contain. Ex- 
tremely popular in some parts of 
the country, the Chan stories hav- 


ing gotten pretty wide circuation, 


every reason to expect this one will 
keep up the good work. 

All but one sequence, in San 
Francisco, is laid in Hawaii amidst 
Settings and costuming that is 
tropical but, in that direction, not 
overdone. For murder mysteries 
it’s a pleasant change of locale. 

A lengthy and capable cast car- 
ries out what the scenario offers. 
Oland gives his usual smooth per- 
formance as the murder-solving 
slueth, this time unraveling the 
stabbing of an island »vachelor who 
has made his dough by foul as well 
as fair means. 

In some respects it is merely 
tried-and-true deducing but, mingled 
with comedy, picture stands up 
nicely. In addition to the laugh 
content it has more love interest 
than the average murder yarn. 

Photographically impressive and 
continuity good except at the be- 
ginning. Char. 


NIGHT FLIGHT 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 
lease Co-stars John Barrymore, Helen 
Hayes. Clark Gable, Lionel Barrymore, 
Robert Montgomery and Myrna Loy. 
Clarence Brown production, directed by 
him; David O. Selznick, executive pro- 


ducer. From the 1931 Prix Femina novel 
by Antoine de Saint-Exupery; screen play, 
Oliver H.-P. Garrett; camera, Oliver T. 
Marsh; aerial photography, Elmer Dyer and 
Charles Marshall. At the Capitol, N. Y., 
week Oct. 6. Running time, 89 mins. 


PREVIGEO coccccccsccescecsece John Barrymore 
Madame Fabian.......+ssese+- Helen Hayes 
Fabian ccccccccvcccccesvesesecs Clark Gable 
RODIMGAW .c ccccccveccecece Lionel Barrymore 
a, Pr ee Robert Montgomery 
Brazilian Pilot’s Wife.......... Myrna Loy 
Brazilian Pilot......... ----William Gargan 
TOE. 95.6 40560 5.0000440046 Cc. Henry Gordon 
Radio Operator....+. aeeceeees Leslie Fenton 
RObist .ccsdevvastececs ...-Harry Beresford 
Radio Operator®@.....seeee+. Frank Conroy 
Pilot No. 5... ccccccccscccccess Ralf Harolde 

Can’t miss with such -a cast— 
Hayes, two Barrymores, Gable, 


Montgomery and Loy. Besides which 
it’s a competently done saga of com- 
mercial flying which, while essen- 
tially a ‘man’s picture,’ will like- 
wise hold the femmes. The woman’s 
angle comes from the mental stress 
on behalf of their men folks, who 
are braving the aerial elements, and 
the heart tug is the necessity of 
speed to hasten serum across a con- 
tinent to a stricken city suffering an 
epidemic of infantile paralysis. 

Against these elements is pre- 
sented a skillful and doubtlessly au- 
thoritative exposition of what goes 
on night and day in the course of 
commercial aviation which, seem- 
ingly, is concerned with such super- 
ficial problems as rushing a letter 
a couple of days faster from one 
point to another; but which also 
serves a deeper mission in view of 
what quick communication may 
mean in the form of medicinal 
transportation, dispatch of informa- 
tion, etc. 

It’s good entertainment, combined 
with an interesting educational in- 
sight on a highly modern develop- 
ment—commercial aviation. 

The locale is likewise colorful. 
It revolves about the Trans-Andean 
European Mail service, which spans 
South America and punchily gets 
over the great danger the flyers 
experience in crossing the Andes. 
As a story it’s all rather simple 
but the veracity of detail and the 
other elements enttaailed make it an 
outstanding production. 

As to cast, the names are obvi- 
ously a marquee hypo. Most of ’em 
are wasted in the playing. The sub- 
people are about on a par with the 
others as regards histrionic con- 
tribution. Gable is almost wholly 
superfluous as a flyer. Montgomery 
lends a little more color. The two 
women, apart from their mental 
travail for their husbands, likewise 
deliver at a minimum. John Bar- 
rymore this time is the more force- 
ful of the freres, being importantly 
cast as the ruthless managing di- 
rector of the air service. Lionel is 
altogether a vague characterization. 

Film should do well for the thea- 
tres. Abel. 


CALIFORNIA CROSSES 
NRA AND UPS PAY 


Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 

The State Industrial Board of 
California has advised all houses 
that beginning tomorrow (10) it 
will rigidly enforce its provision 
providing for a 40c. per hour mini- 
mum wage for women part-time 
workers. 

With the NRA code calling for 
30c. per hour rate, the Industrial 
Board decrees that employers must 
abide by the higher rate when there 
is a discrepancy in the scales of the 





state and NRA rates. 
The board frankly advised the- 
atre owners that information had 


been received that ushers had been 
receiving as low as $5 weekly, and 
this rate was out from now on. 

Women workers limited to 
| day week, except where ushers used 





six- 


| less than five hours nightly. 





B’way Rivoh Trades 
West for Chev Opus 


The Rivoli, releasing its selective 
rights to ‘I'm No Angel,’ going into 
the Paramount, N, Y., Friday (13), 
the Par also will get the Chevalier 


picture, ‘Way to Love,’ and has 
dated it to follow West. With ‘An- 
gel’ expected to hold two and three 
weeks, ‘Way to Love’ will come in 
either Oct. 27 or Nov. 3. 

At the time of the sale of Pub- 
lix’s 50% interest in the Rivoli to 
UA, it was agreed UA could pick 
four pictures yearly from the Par 
program. Since then, with Twen- 
tieth Century to supply additional 
product, the Riv is not cramped for 
product and can afford to waive 
rights on ‘Angel’ and Chevalier. 
May want the Four Marx ‘Duck 
Soup’ picture, however. 


DYNAMITE BOMB BLOWS 
HOLLYWOOD, E. PROV. 


Providence, Oct. 9. 
A dynamite bomb wrecked the big 
marquee of the Hollywood, East 
Providence, here, shattered more 
than 50 windows in the Town Hall, 
75 yards distant across the street, 
and scattered fragments of steel 


and glass from the canopy over a 
large area. : 

Police believe labor troubles ex- 
tending back over three years are 
responsible for the bombing of the 
theatre, where gas bombs have been 
set off on two previous occasions. 
Damage is set at $5,000 by Samuel 
Bomes, owner of the Hollywood. 

The theatre was empty at the 
same time, and there were no 
casualities, but a truck driver pass- 
ing the house when the bomb ex- 
ploded was cut by flying glass and 
steel. Police convinced that dyna- 
mite was used, as a hole four feet 
in diameter was torn through the 
steel fabric of the marquee. 

A New Jersey car was seen in the 
vicinity at the time of the explo- 
sion. The explosion was heard for 
miles. 


Studio Placements 


Lucien Littlefield, L. & H. feature, 
Roach. 

Harry Ekezian, Joe Torrillo, Myer 
Grace, ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ Par. 

J. M. Kerrigan, Joe Barton; ‘Pard- 
ners,’ Par. 

Monte Blue, “Thundering Herd,’ 
Par. 

Milton Kibbee,* Dancing Lady,’ 
Metro. 

Frank Conroy, ‘Cat and the Fid- 
dle,’ Metro. 

Dorothy Grainger, Eddie Wood, 
‘Marriage on Approval,’ Freuler. 

Lena Malena, Charles La Monte 
comedy, Educational. 

Frank Puglia, ‘Viva Villa,’ Metro. 

Charles Middleton, ‘Massacre,’ 
WB. 

Charles Logue, continuity, ‘Ex- 
quisite Thief,’ U. 

Doris Anderson, George O'Neil, 
continuity, ‘Behavior of Mrs. 
Crane,’ U. 

John Blystone to direct Jesse 
Lasky’s ‘Coming Out Party,’ Fox. 

Halliwell Hobbes, E. E. Clive, 
‘Long Lost Father,’ Radio. 

Sam White, direct next Ruth Et- 
ting short, Radio. 

Will Stanton, ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land,’ Paramount, 

Dorothy Tree, Ralph Bellamy, 
Claude Gillingwater, George Cooper, 
Betty Blythe, ‘House of Murder,’ 
Columbia, 

Nigel Bruce, ‘Coming Out Party,’ 
Fox. 

Janet Chandler, Andre Beranger, 
‘Olsen’s Big Moment,’ Fox. 

Herbert Mundin, ‘Heir to the Hoo- 
rah,’ Fox. 

Marguerite Churchill, Christian 
tub, ‘Man of Two Worlds,’ Radio. 

James Gleason, ‘Once Over Light- 
ly,’ Radio. 

Prescott Chaplin, Claude Binyon, 
Frank Butler, ‘Search for Beauty’ 
story, Par. 

Harlan Thompson, ‘Sailor, 
ware,’ adapt, dialog, Par. 

Jack Cunningham, adapt, dialog, 
‘Border Legion,’ Par. 

















Be- 


John Cabot Lodge, ‘Her Regi- 
ment of Lovers,’ Par. 

Maurine Watkine, Marguerite 
Roberts, adapt, dialog, “Ladder of 
men,’ Par. 


Edmund J. Holden, dialog, ‘Dells 
of Walden Bruck,’ Par. 

Joel McCrea, Bruce Cabot, leads 
‘Trigger,’ Radio. 

Carl Hovey, scripting, ‘Three On 
a Honeymoon,’ Fox. 





Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





‘The Bowery’ on Skoits 


observing the lack of allure of her 


Just ‘skirts,’ that’s what women [routine chiffon and lace negligee, if 


Fancy trim- 


mean to ‘The Bowery|’ 


ming. A pretty background for the 
strictly masculine goings-on. 


Mind, | prehension 


they don’t realize that she’s a little 


| soldier from heeding her gallant ap- 


when she learns her 


women are all right, in their place, husband's plane is late, if by this 


‘The Bowery’ explains. But they’d | 
better not get heady and try to de- 
velop characterizations of their 
own. ‘The Bowery’ doesn't like ’em 


forward, isn’t sympathetic to gals 
who want to act like real live 
people. Tough, ‘The Bowery.’ It 


doesn't give a hang for Fay Wray’s 
aspirations. 

She’s back to her horror picture 
personality, poor harried Miss 
Wray, and just when she was get- 
ting along so nicely forgetting all 
the monsters who've chased her in 
the past. Once again a helpless, 
pretty waif, an innocent bystander, 
a not too bright lass who therefore 
cannot be expected to show great 
surprise at the odd situations she 
finds herself in. A homeless girl 
who, when somebody's kind to her, 
starts right in cooking his breakfast 
and tidying his house. A nice rack 
for period costumes, a good head 
for period coiffures. A girl to do 
as she’s told before the camera, 
her’s not to reason why. A doll, a 
little, docile, witless doll. 

As for Pert Kelton, there’s been 
more cut out of her part than meets 
the eye. She was too rich, too fla- 
vorsome, despite her slight frame 
and unquenchable youth, to stand 
aside and let the men do the work. 
She was getting too interesting, the 
hearty way she'd sing out of the 
side of her mouth and flick her 
skirts up high, or play a pleasantly 
stubborn drunk. Too adept for her 
own good. ‘The Bowery’s’ too busy 
with its stars to pause to watch 
clever little girl comediennes carry 
on. 





Prep School Course 

There's always been a legend that 
in order to sing as is really singing, 
a gal’s got to love and suffer. It 
used to apply only to operatic prima 
donnas, but ‘Torch Singer’ believes 
it a prerequisite to any kind of a 
career that’s got singing in it. 

Claudette Colbert, the best- 
dressed torch singer that ever 
broke on the high notes, runs the 
gamut of love and suffering with a 
whole-heartedness that would put 
many a Met star to shame, and her 
resultant success makes pikers of 
the lot of them. Do they broadcast, 
because it suits their fancy, from 
their modernistic penthouse apart- 
ments? No, they’ve got to hie 
themselves to the broadcasting sta- 
tions. Can they find a dressmaker 
to fit their dresses so that the min- 
ute surplus of a seam would be an 
affronts? No, anybody can discover 
the spotting of the hooks and eyes, 
and the strain on them. Can they 
ever hope to achieve the sveltness 
of figure yet the freedom of curves 
that is Miss Colbert’s? Never. It 
takes having a baby in a charity 
ward, the placing of her in an or- 
phans’ home and the finding of her 
five years later by radio appeals, 
coincident with the child’s father’s 
return from China with strident of- 
fers of marriage—to look as pat- 
ently seductive as Miss Colbert. 
Where’s the prima donna who can 
tie a record like that? 

The story of Miss Colbert’s suc- 
cess, but especially the luxurious 
taste of her grooming, the flattery 
of her simple, banged  coiffure, 
should prove an inspiration to torch 
singing in general. If you’ve been 
through a lot and don’t show it but 
your figure instead, if you surround 
your shoulders with a mass of white 
petals and look like a lily yourself, 
if you can wear a velvet suit and 
cap banded with sables and keep its 
magnificence a casual, sumptuous 
background for wide brown eyes, 
your voice and your delivery are 
set. 





Uitra Restraint 

If ‘Night Flight’ were to give you 
more than a hint, a_ teenchy- 
weenchy suggestion as to the kind 
of gals Helen Hayes and Myrna Loy 
are (‘Night Flight’s’ little women 
who wait at home while their hus- 
bands soar the skies) what would 
become of its restraint, its well- 
bred artistic economy, it would like 
to know. ‘Night Flight’ means to 
be art, Hemingway kind of art. So 





Bill Cagney, ‘Sweet Cheat,’ Ra- 
dio. ‘ 

Richard Carle, ‘Moulin Rouge,’ 
20th Cent. 

Dore Schary, writing ‘You Made} 


a Bargain,’ Metro. 
(Continued on page 54) 


time they haven't learned to love 
her themselves—it’s their hard luck 
‘Night Flight’s’ not going to lead an 
audience by the hand, 

And if they can’t see that a flyer’s 
mighty fortunate to have Myrna Loy 
for a wife, the way she asks no 
questions, the way she accepts his 
arrivals and departures, the way 
she looks at him, but, above all, the 
way she looks, warm, gentle, yield- 
ing—but the chances are the audi- 
ence sees. For one thing, Miss 
Loy’s photographed more tenderly 
than Miss Hayes. For another, she 
doesn’t have to play any painfully 
playful little scenes pretending her 
husband's dining with her when 
everybody knows he’s up in the 
skies bucking storms. 





Tracing the Dance 

great elegance, and justly 
so, item No. 5 on the Music Hall 
program is titled ‘Revue de la 
Danse.’ It’s an ambitious under- 
taking—tracing the history of the 
dance from the Primitive to the 
Roxyettes—much too worth-while 
to be expressed in mere English, 
and a mugg too low to figure it out 
doesn’t belong in the Music Hall 
anyway. 

It seems, then, that maids in an- 
cient Egypt marched with their 
arms akimbo, that in the glory that 
was Greece dancing girls swung in 
stylized circles, that the Sara- 
bande developed, the Bustle Polka 
was born, the old fashioned waltz 
evolved, the Hawaiian created, the 
Danse Moderne invented—that the 
Roxyettes might have a _ proper 
background for their own unique 
little ways, might be given a fitting 
build-up for their fancy flash white 
feathers, black sequins and flesh 
finale. 

Until the Waltz, the evolution of 
the dance is presented in_ sil- 
houette, for the costume designer 
had some amusing ideas for cos- 
tume detail, but Patricia Bowman 
leads the Waltz, and it would never 
do to limit her loveliness to grim 
black, No! Lights up for Miss 
Bowman, the better to see her lav- 
ender and old lace surroundings, 
and while they’re about it, to be 
nice to the shaded lavender and 
lace costumes of the ballet corps. 


Types for All 

It’s no more than right that ‘Foot- 
light Parade,’ as one of the very 
most stupendous, colossal and so 
on productions. yet to reach the 
screen, should present such an en- 
trancing variety of lovely feminin- 
ity that nobody can leave the thea- 
tre muttering to himself ‘but she’s 
not my type.’ 

For the man who likes to think 
he’s boss in his own home there's 
Ruby Keeler; for those who feel a 
little back talk lends piquancy 
there’s Joan Blondell; Claire Dodd 
for the Antonys in search of Cleo- 
patra, and a hundred and fifty 
water nymphs in case there’s some- 
body around who likes a girl who 
can swim, 

Ruby Keeler’s so meek and gentle 
she won’t argue, even though she 
knows she looks best with her hair 
in a young short bob waved up only 
a little at the ends. She merely 
obeys their orders to put on a long- 
curled wig and lets them find out. 
Just because a girl’s sweet and do- 
cile doesn’t mean she’s not aware 
of what suits her. The meek shall 
inherit the earth anyway, and, sure 
enough, pretty soon there she is 
leading all three production num- 
bers in her own quiet little way. 
She even cops off the ‘Shanghai Lil’ 
number, though a maid less like that 
slinky, flamboyant title never 
smiled into a juvenile’s eyes. 

Miss Blondell darts matter-of- 
factly through the story, briskly 
setting things to rights, the retort 
devastating always on tap, confi- 
dent in her becoming photography, 
trim in her neat dark frocks with 
crisp white collars, efficiently flut- 
tering the hearts of the lads who 
like ’em to know the answers. She'll 
do. 


With 








away with embroidery. Let the 
facts be bare and brief. 

If the audience can't tell that 
Helen Hayes loves her husband 
from watching the good housekeep- 
ing details of her preparation for 
his return, if they can’t tell that | 
she’s a little bird at heart from 
noting her love for radio music, if 


they don’t get her spirituality from 


And villainous Miss Dodd, the 
kind whose wide eyes somehow 
don’t recognize the boundaries of 
the other girl’s preserves, holds her 
adherents intact just the same, for 
only the girls in the audience un- 
derstand her methods, and what 
does she care about them? 

The water nymphs cavort in some 
mighty emancipated bathing sutts, 
so now everybody's satisfied. 
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ou dont have to be 
or a Sherlock-Holmes 
















It would be interesting to know just how much 
of the patronage at the Roxy Seventh Avenue 
is due directly to the Fanchon and Marco 
shows. . .judging by the reaction we get weekly 
up there in the mezzanine, the F. and M. fans ~ 
represent a big percentage of the patronage. . . 
the stage show is nicely gaited to meet the de- 
mands of a varied audience. . .and how those 
boys keep up the variety week after week is a 








splendid exhibition of showmanship. 


The Film Daily 
Sept. 23, 1933 








‘to find 
the Success 


of Profit Making 
Operation ! 


That’s our job to keep up the variety week 
after week! Our staff is made up of showmen 
schooled for years in picture house presentations. 








We service theatres from coast to coast and 
what we have done for others we ean do for you. 


Give us your problem and your budget and we'll 
give you the show to fit your individual operation. 


F&M STAGESHOWS — 


i560 BROADWAY NEW YORK CITY 
A Subsidiary of 


Fa nchon and Marco, Inc. 
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Free Parking Starts 
Opposish Demand for 


Downtown Rezoning 





San Francisco, Oct. 9. 

Free parking offered as a come-on 
by Orpheum and Fox theatres is 
@rawing fire of opposition houses. 

There’s a@ movement on foot by 
gome of tue more martial figures of 
competitive houses to get a rezon- 
ing deal across. They claim that 
the free parking given by the 40c 
top Orph puts that house in a 40c 
classification, and that, therefore, 
they (the opposish) are entitled to 
a new deal on their subsequent film. 

Orph started the gratis auto 
storage when house opened two 
weeks ago, extending the courtesy 
only after 6 p.m. Bill Wagnon is 
gaid to have a deal with the auto 
park whereby he pays the salaries 
of lot’s employees. 





Thanks Walter Winchell 


“Oh, yes—let’s do our daily 
good deed....Get in touch 
with George White, who is 
readying his new “Scandals” 
....Tell him to bag a grand 
trio of comedy dancers, now 
in the prologue at Grauman’s 
Chinese theatre here.-... They 
open in dress suits (with 
tails) and the girl is in eve’g 
frock.... Their adagio routine 
suddenly switches into the 
funniest 15 minutes of dance 
tricks and gags I’ve seen in 
years....They are surefire— 
tell him, he’ll thank me for 
the warning....And if he 
does get them—tell him it’s a 
bet—8 to 5 that they stop the 
show!....Their mames_ are 
Lowe, Burnoff and Wensley.” 

















PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
This Week—Oct. 6 

















STAN MEYERS 


MUSICAL 
DIRECTOR 
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VERNA 
BURKE 


RADIO FAVORITE 


Scores Hit at Fox, St. Louis, Mo. 
HELD OVER SECOND WEEK 











Under Personal Management of 
W. T. KIRKEBY 
1775 Broadway, New York 
CIrcle 77-6167 








OPTIMISTIC 


51 Houses In N. W. Territory Re- 
opened in Recent Weeks 








Minneapolis, Oct. 9. 

Attesting to the large-scale re- 
vival of the film industry now oc- 
curing in this territory and to a re- 
awakened spirit of exhibitor op- 
timism, the current bulletin of the 
local Film Board lists the reopen- 
ing of 51 theatres previously re- 
ported closed. This is one of the 
biggest gains in play dates ever re- 
corded for film exchanges here. 

Twenty reopened theatres in Min- 
nesota, 14 in South Dakota, 11 in 
North Dakota and five in western 
Wisconsin. 

The bulletin further reports six 
theatres changing sound equipment 
from disc to on-film and five owner- 
ship changes. 


PITT’S WB DAY-DATE 
AT VARYING SCALES 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 9. 
First of WB policy 
changes to follow on heels of re- 
cent visit here of Joe Bernhard and 


I. J. Hoffman puts the downtown 
Warner and the Sheridan Square, 
East Liberty, on a day-and-date 
policy for first-run releases. 

Sheridan Square for the last year 
has been on a split-week with sec- 
ond runs. Couple of years ago War- 
ner day-and-dated with Enright, 
also in East Liberty, but policy was 
dropped after a brief and none-too- 
successful trial. 

Present experiment will bear 
watching inasmuch as both houses 
are retaining their present tops, 50c. 
at the Warner and 10c. less at the 
Sheridan Sq. With the parking 
situation what it is downtown, it 
looks like a break for the East Lib- 
erty site and hardly a favorable 
spot for the Warner. 


Old Roxy Well in the 
Black—Rcvr. Cullman 


Howard Cullman, receiver for the 
old Roxy, New York, took occasion 
Monday (9) to make official denial 
of any reported change in the man- 
agement of the theatre. 

Cullman in his statement em- 
phasized that for the first time in 
years the old Roxy was operating 
profitably. 


Durham, N. C., Ist Sun. 
Shows Has ’Em Agog 


Durham, N. C., Oct. 9. 

This town is all stirred up over 
the first Sunday picture shows given 
in this state. General opinion seems 
to favor the move, but the church 
element is putting up a strong argu- 
ment. 

First show was given at the Caro- 
lina when the city council failed to 
pass anticipated resolution to bar 
Sunday shows under the law which 
leaves it optional with the town. No 
action was taken, but it may come 
up at the next session, the latter 
part of the month. 

Meantime the Carolina is giving 
three shows, at two, four and nine, 
cutting out the first evening show 
in deference to evening service in 
the churches. Part of the receipts 
go to the Charity League, local re- 
lief organization. Opening show 
was ‘Paddy,’ which at least did not 
add to the offense in the eyes of 
the righteous. 
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2,300 Seater Stymied 


Minneapolis, Oct. 9. 

Lyceum, 2,300-seat indie loop 
first-run house, can’t get screen 
product to reopen. 

Only major product available is 
half of the Warner output, and 
there's still a chance that Publix 
also may grab that. 


Publix Sales 
Confabs in N. E. 
Are Ist of Kind 


Sales executives of all major dis- 
tributors, supplemented in some 
cases by advertising directors, went 
to Boston during the past week to 
attend a meeting in Boston of all 
Publix New England theatre oper- 
ators and managers, first of its kind 
ever carried out. 

Marty Mullins and Sam Pinanski, 
operators of the New England Pub- 
lix interests, called the convention 
for the purpose of getting the dis- 
tribs and managers together for a 
more complete understanding of 
what the new season offers. In ad- 
dition to the pep-up value, the con- 
vention made it possible for dis- 
tril. to discuss product, merchan- 
dising angles, etc. 

Fox, Columbia and RKO put in 
their appearance individually on 
Wednesday (4), Warner Bros., Par, 
Metro, U, and UA on Thursday 
(5). A banquet, at which Warners’ 
New England district manager, 
Tom Spry, was toastmaster, was 
tendered delegations on Thursday 
night. 


RKO Sales Confabs 


With a view to closing up south- 
ern circuits, Cresson Smith from 
the RKO home office is making an 
extensive tour to set up deals with 
operators. He is now in New Or- 
leans working on the Saenger chain. 
Deals have been initiated with other 
large southern circuit buyers, in- 
cluding Kincey & Wilby. 

Jules Levy, general sales man- 
ager, also is making trips into va- 
rious territories. 

Harry Cohen, RKO district sales 
manager on the west coast, will re- 
main in New York until all details 
are straightened out on an RKO 
picture deal with the Fox-West 
Coast chain. He came on three 
weeks ago to go to bat with J. J. 
Sullivan, also east on the aeal. 




















Jack Hooley to Manage 
His Present Opposish 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 9. 

Jack Hooley, for the last 17 years 
manager of the Sheridan Square, 
nabe house in East Liberty, has re- 
signed to go over to the Harris 
Amuse. Co., with whom he broke 
into the theatre biz locally. 

Hooley was an institution at the 
Sheridan Sq. Kids to whom he 
used to cater now bring their own 
kids around to acquaint them with 
the rotund manager. He guided the 
house through 15 years of its Harris 
tenancy and more lately for War- 
ners. 


For the Harris group, Hooley 








will manage the Family, formerly 


the Alhambra. 


B’WAY STREET BALLY 


far by cops, is the latest on Broad- 
way. 


the Rivoli, house dressed up a flock 
of stooges as Bowery characters, 


down the sidewalks of the town all 
day and night. 


WORMS TURN 


St. Paul Mgrs, Tired of Being Stuck 
Up, Nail Thief 








St. Paul, Oct. 9. 
Fed up on recent St. Paul theatre 
robberies—a _ series of six which 
culminated in the kidnaping of an 
asst. mgr.—two Publix loop man- 
agers personally put the damper on 
a stick-up artist who raided the 


Cameo of $80 ana escaped in a 
crowd. 
Wriggling free from the tape 


which bound his wrists, Mgr. How- 
ward Kelly phoned the police and 
ran to the street where he saw the 
gunman walking leisurly a half- 
block away. Kelly followed rapidly 
and by chance met Everett Seibel, 
Riviera mgr., and the two took up 
the chase together. Three blocks 
farther on, they tackled the thief in 
a parking lot and recovered the loot. 

To the squad car cops who came 
upon the scene after Kelly and Sei- 
bel had done their stuff, the captive 
gave his name as Edgar Dexter, 31, 
of Los Angeles. Dexter claimed he 
needed the money for medical at- 
tention and said he didn’t use his 
gun when cornered, ‘for fear of 
shooting somebody.’ 





FOR FEATURES, SHORT 


Street ballyhoo, 





undisturbed so 


With opening of ‘The Bowery’ at 


with orders to keep parading up and 


Warners on opening of ‘Footlight 
Parade’ had girls in shorts riding 
around Times Square on bicycles. 

Not to be outdone on a new gag 
by feature attractions, ‘Three Lit- 
tle Pigs,’ Disney short, got its plug 
through a horsedrawn carriage car- 





rying effigies of a trio of young 
porkers, to exploit the short on 
holdover at Roxy, N. Y. 


Ex-Legit Houses Add 
To Overseated St. L. 


St. Louis, Oct. 9. 

This town has gone cinema in a 
big way. Nothing resembling a 
legit booking has put in an appear- 
ance, the erstwhile stage houses 
being dusted off and turned into 
cinema theatres. 

To the six regular film houses 
have been added within the last 
week three legit or vaude theatres. 
Ten pictures are currently first- 
running at the nine theatres this 
week, 

The American is occupied with a 
roadshow engagement of ‘Dinner at 
Eight.” The Midtown-Empress, a 








“stock house until closed two years 


ago, has been reopened with double 


bills. World, formerly Liberty, 
chiefly burlesque, is also showing 
films. 


Film shortage has arisen. Cen- 
tral Theatres (Skouras) are feeling 
it this week, being hard pressed for 
pictures for the Ambassador, Mis- 
souri and Grand Central. ‘Too 
Much Harmony’ was moved for that 
reason from Ambassador to Grand 
Central, even though business 
didn’t exactly warrant it. St. Louis 
is having its difficulties along that 
line, too. Fox is better set than 
for some time, and Loew’s State, 
with Metro and United Artists, is 
seldom hard put. 


Women’s Clubs Ask 
Exhibs to Cull Pix 
For Week-End Kids 


San Francisco, Oct. 9. 
Film of the and 
county federation of women's clubs 
has announced that it will contact 
Frisco theatre managers in an effort 
films 





comt.ittee city 


to line up less sophisticated 
for youngsters over the week-ends, 

Film gals would like to see less 
broadminded stuff on screens be- 
tween Friday and Monday. If 
theatres will listen they'll try to 
swing biz their way, women declare. 


WARNERS DELAY EXHIB 
TRADE SHOWS TILL JAN. 


Trade showings throughout the 
country this month of Warner prod- 
uct completed so far, as scheduled, 
for sales impetus, has been side- 
tracked until January. 


The mass preview was to have 
been held Oct. 15. Warners’ moved 
the date to January, when the com- 
pany will have between 15 and 20 
pictures completed in advance of 
release. 




















CAPITOL 


NEW YORK 
(This Week, Oct. 6) 
AND HELD OVER 
NEXT WEEK (Oct. 13) 








ct Variety (May 9, 1933) 
ROXY, N. Y. 


Enrica and Novello, 
class dance combi- 
nation, do a smooth 
routine, a cross be- 
tween a fashionable 
ballroom waltz and a 
Spanish tango. 


Its beauty lies not 
only in the grace of 
execution, but in the 
originality number 


exhibits. (Char.) 
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Direction 


MORRISON-WINKLER 











Profit Every Week 
With Inferior Films 


That's the Unprecedented Record 





of CAMDEN DRIVE-IN THEATRE 


SIT IN YOUR CAR 





7 ' A YT) ar sire 
SEE AND HEAR THE MOVIES 
Operated Under License Granted by 
PARK-IN THEATRES, Inc. 
330 N. %th St., Camden, N. J. 
U. S&S. Pat. 1,909,537—Foreiga Pat. Pending 
Write Now for Exclusive 








Territories! 





























Management 
JAMES F. GILLESPIE 


1560, Broadway, New York 


EDDIE WEBER 
At the Piano 


Held Over Second Week, CAPITOL, New York 


JOHN FOGARTY 


Booking Direction 
NED DOBSON 














Just Closed 
24-Week Engagement 
Hollywood Restaurant 

On Broadway 








HIS STILTS 








Direction LEW WEISS 


THIS WEEK 
(Oct. 6) 


Original 
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PICTURES 


Tuesday, October 10, 193: 








Hollywood Productions 


Week wr Dietches 9 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically | 
D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman) 


by studios. Symbols are: 
COLUMBIA Jean Harlow 
‘Kae’ Jimmy Durante 
wes Jack Pearl 
(3d week) Lupe Velez 
D—Al Rogell Charles Butterworth 
A--Valentine Williams Jean Hersholt 
Bertha Rice Sims Albertina Rasch Ballet 
C—Ben Kline Eddie Quillan 
Cast: Polly Moran 
Mary Brian ‘ 
Donald Cook ‘Prize Fighter and the 
Reginald Denny Lady 
Robt. MceWade (9th week) 
Helen Freeman D—Howard Hawks 
Samuel Hinds A—Frances Marion 
G. Pat Coilins C—tTed Tetzlaft 
Edwin Maxwell Cast: oe 
Maude Eburne 7 Max Baer 
Marjorie Gateson Myrna ‘Ler 
Reginald Barlow Primo Carnera 
Greta Meyer Walter Huston 


‘House of Murder’ 


(ist week) 
D—Lambert Hillyer 


A Robert Quigicy 

c—John Stumar 

Cast: 
Ralph Bellamy 
Paui Gereghly 
Betty Biythe 
Geo. Casper 
Otto Yancka 
Bradiey Page 


Arthur Pierson 
Joseph Creahn 
Bob Cortinan 
June Collyer 
rox 
‘Frontier Marshal’ 
(3d week) 


D—Lew Seiler 
A—Stuart N. Lake 
Wm. Conselman 
Stuart Anthony 
C—Robi. Planck 
Cast: 
Geo. O'Brien 


Irene Bentley 
‘As Husbands Go’ 


(5th week) 
D—Hamilton McFadden 
A—Rachel Crothers 
C—Hal Moore 
Cast: 

Warner Baxter 
Helen Vinson 
Catherine Doucet 
G. P. Huntley, Jr. 
Eleanor Lynn 
Frank O'Connor 
Jay Ward 

Alfred Hesse 

‘I Am Suzanne!’ 


(3d week) 
ID-—Rowland V. Lee 
A—Edwin Justus Mayer 
c—Lee Garmes 
Cast: 

Lilian Harvey 

Gene Raymond 

Teatro dei Piccoli 
Mlayers 

‘Jimmy and Sally’ 


(3d week) 
D—Janmes Tirling 


A—Paul Scholfield 
Marguerite Roberts 
C—Joseph Valentine 
Cast: 
James DPunn 
Clure ‘Trevor 


Harvey Stephens 
Joseph Cawthorn 
INTERNATIONAL 


(Seven Seas Corp.) 
‘Cane Fire’ 
ith week) 
D---Lois Weber 
A—James BGBodrero 
Leis Weber 
C-—-Aiv'in Wyv.otf 
Cast: 
Mona Maris 
Hardie Albsight 
Virginia Cherrill 
David Newell 
Arthur Clayton 
Bob Stevensor 
Whitney de Rahm 
METRO 
‘Dancing Lady’ 
(lAith week) 


D—Robt. Z. Leonard 
4-—James Warner Be:lah 
P. G. Wolfson 


Allan Rivkin 
C—Oliver Marsh 
Cast: 

Joan Crawfcrd 

Franchot Tone 

Clark Gable 

Mudge Kvans 

Frank Morgan 

Grant Mitchell 

Ted Healy 

Winnie Lightner 

Jean Howard 

Feidirand Gottschalk 

!orine McKinney 

T. Foy Barnes 

Fred Astaire 

Robert Benchley 

Nelson Eddy 


*Tarzan and His Mate’ 
(llth week) 


D—-Cedric Gibtons 
C—Sid Wagner 
Cast: 


Johnny Weissmuller 
Moureen O'Sullivan 
Neil Hazailton 

Rod LaRocque 
Doris Lloyd 

Frank Reicher 
Paul Cavanagh 
‘Queen Christina’ 


(1ith week) 
D—Rouben Mamoulian 
A—S. N. Behrman 

Salka Viertel 
C—Bill Daniels 
Cast: 

Greta Garbo 

John Gilbert 

Lewis Stcne 

Cc. Aubrey Smith 

Slizabeth Young 

Akim Tamiroft 

Tan Keith 

David Torrence 

Lawrence Grant 

Reginald Owen 

Edward Norris 

Barbara Paroundess 

Sarah Padden 

Paul Hurat 

Eddie Gargan 

Muriel Evans 

Ferdinand Munier 

Tiny Sanford 

‘Hollywood Party’ 

9th week) 
D—Russell Mack _ 
A—Edmund Goulding 

Howard Dietz 
S—Jimmy Howe 
Cast: 

Marie Dressler 

Joan Crawford 


Vince Barnett 
Jack Dempsey 


‘Sequoia’ 


(9th week) 
D—Chester Franklin 
Nick Grinde 
A—Joseph Vance Hoyt 
CC, Gardner Sullivan 
Frank R. Adams 
Anne Cunningham 
C—Clyde DeVinna 
Chet Lyon 
Cast: 
Jean Parker 
David Landau 
Willie Fung 
Olin Howland 
Russell Hardie 


‘Going Hollywood’ 


(jth week) 
D—Raoul Walsh 
A—Donald Ogden Stuart 

G. Gardner Sullivan 
C—Geo,. Folsey 
Cast: 

Marion Davies 

Fifi Dorsay 

Bing Crosby 

Ned Sparks 

Ted Healy 


‘Vinegar Tree’ 


(Sth week) 
D—Harry Beaumont 
A—Paul Osborne 

Bell and Sam Spewack 
C—Dave Abel 
Cast: 
Lionel Barrymore 
Alice Brady 
William Janney 
Conway Tearle 
Mary Carlisle 
Katherine Alexander 
Jeanette Loft 
Earl Oxford 


‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ 


(3d week) 
D—Wm. K. Howard 
A—Jerome Kern 

Otto Harbach 
Cc—Charles Clarke 
Cast: 
Ramon Novarro 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Charles Butterworth 
Vivienne Segal 
Frank Morgan 
Jean Hersholt 
Henry Armetta 
Sterling Holloway 


PARAMOUNT 
‘Pardners’ 


(Sth week) 
D—Paul Sloane 
A—Paul Sloane 
C—Theodor Sparkuhl 
Cast: 

Jackie Cooper 
Addison Richards 
John Wray 

Lila Lee 

Gavin Gordon 
Wm. LeMaire 
Herbert Corthell 
Irving Bacon 
Col. Starrett Ford 
Harry Bradley 
Wm. Robyns 
James Adamson 


‘Alice in Wonderland’ 


(3d week) 
D—Norman McLeod 
A—Lewis Carroll 

Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
Wm. Cameron Menzies 

C—Bert Blennon 
Cast: 

Charlotte Henry 
Jack Oakie 
Charlie Ruggles 
Louise Fazenda 
Ford Sterling 
Alison Skipworth 
Leon Errol 
Patsy O’Byrne 
Billy Barty 

‘Harvey Clark 
Richard Arlen 
Roscoe Karns 
Polly Moran 
Sir Guy Standing 
Edward Everett Horton 
Ned Sparks 
Edna Mae Oliver 
Collin Kenny 
Raymond Hatton 
Lucien Littlefield 
Jackie Searle 
Lillian Harmer 
Roscoe Ates 
Sterling Holloway 

‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ 

(5th week) 
D—Richard Wallace 
A—Helmuth Brandis 

Casey Robinson 
C—Gil Warringtn 
Cast: 

Ann Sothern 

Kay Johnson 

Mildred Hollis 

Betty Grey 

Eleanor Lovegren 

Viotet Foran 

Adele Pearce 

Mary Lou Fisher 

Louise Lynn 

Vivian Ward 
‘Four Frightened People’ 

(5th week) 
D—Cecil B. DeMille 
A—E. Arnot-Robertson 

Lenore Coffee 

Bartlett Cormack 
c—Karl Struss 
Cast: 

Claudette Colbert 

Herbert Marshall 

Mary Boland 

William Gargan 

Leo Carrillo 

Tetsu Komai 

Chris Pin Martin 

Joe De La Cruz 

Minoru Nishoda 

Teru Shimada 

E. R. Jinadas 

Delmar Costello 


‘We're Sitting Pretty’ 

(4th week) 
D—Ralph Murphy 
A—Nina Wilcox Putnam 
C—Milton Krasner 
Cast: 

Jack Haley 

Jack Oakie 

Sally O'Neill 

Theima Todd 

Gregory Tatoff 
‘Girl Without a Room’ 

(3d week) 
D—Harry Joe Brown 
A—Jack Lait 

Frank Butler 
Claude Binyon 
Cast: 

Marguerite Churchill 
Charlie Ruggles 
Charles Farrell 
Walter Woolf 
Gregory Ratoff 

‘Chrysalis’ 

(ist week) 
D—James Flood 
A—Rose Albert Porter 

Sidney Fuchman 
Thomas Mitchell 
Keene Thompson 
Cast: 

Fredric March 
Miriam Hopkins 
George Raft 
Helen Mack 


RADIO 
‘Man of Two Worlds’ 


(4th week) 
D—J. Walter Ruben 
A—-Ainsworth Morgan 
Howard J. Green 
C—Henry Ccrrard 
Cast: 
Francis Lederer 
Henry Stephenson 
J. Farrell MacDonald 
Sarah Padden 
Stefii Duna 
Forrester Harvey 

‘Rodney’ 

(Ist week) 
D—Geo. Archinbaud 
A—Leonard Nason 

Albert Shelby Levino 

F. McGrew Willis 
Cast: 
Walter Huston 
Frances Dee 
Robert Shane 


. ‘Wild Bird’ 
(ist week) 
D—Ellictt Nugent 


A—Dan Totheroh 
Josephine Lovett 
Joseph Morcure March 

Cast: 

Dorothy Jordan 
Zasu Pitts 

Tom Brown 
RBeulah Bondi 
Charles Grapewin 
Lydia Westman 

‘Trigger’ 

(ist week) 
D—John Cromwell 
A—Lulu Vollmer 
Cast: 

Jane Murfin 
Katharine Hepburn 
Joel McCrea 
Bruce Cabot 
‘Long Lost Father’ 

(Ist week) 
D—Ernest Schoedsack 
A—Dwight Taylor 
Cast: 

John Barrymore 
Biizabeth Allan 


UNITED ARTISTS 
‘Nana’ 

(3d week) 
D—Dorothy Arzner 
A—Edwin Justus Mayer 

Leonard Birnesky 
C—Ray June 
Cast: 
Anna Sten 
Phillips Holmes 
Mae Clarke 
Muriel Kirkland 
Helen Freeman 
Richard Bennett 
Lionel Atwill 
Reginald Owen 
‘Roman Scandals’ 

(10th week) 
D—Frank Tuttle 
A—Gec. Kaufman 

Robert Sherwood 
Wm. MsGuire 
C—Gregg Toland 
Casi: 
Eddie Cantor 
Gloria Stuart 
Ruth Etting 
Alan Mowbray 
Edward Arnold 
David Manners 
(20th Century) 
‘Moulin Rouge’ 

(5th week) 
D—Sidney Danfield 
A—Nunnally Johnson 

Henry Lehrman 
C—Chas. Rosher 
Cast: . 
Constance Bennett 

Franchot Tone 

Tullio Carminati 

Helen Wesley 

Andres Torabtes 

Russ Brown 

Fuzzy Knight 

Wm. Kent 

George Renevant 

‘Born to Be Bad’ 

(3d week) 
D—Lowell Sherman 
A—Ralph Graves 

Harrison Jacobs 
c—Chick McGill 
Cast: 

Loretta Young 

Harry Green 

Henry Travers 

Jackie Kelk 

Cary Grant 

‘Gallant Lady’ 

(3d week) 
D—Gregory LaCava 
A—Gilbert Emery 

Douglas Doty 

Sam Mintz 
Cast: 

Ann Harding 

Clive Brook 

Tullio Carminati 

Janet Beecher 

Hugh Sheridan 

Theresa Marwell 

Ivy Merton 
‘Advice to the Lovelorn’ 

(3d week) 
D-—Alfred Werker 
A—Nathaniel West 

Leonard Praskins 


(Continued on page 48) 


‘Harmony’ $9,000 Oke, 
Flight’ 8G, but Orph 
Off, $8,500, Denver 


Denver, Oct. 9. 

Denham looks to top town and 
film to be held over three days. 
Orpheum has the best stage layout 
since the return of Fanchon & 
Marco, but film of no draw partic- 
ularly at this house, doing lowest 
figure since return of stage shows. 
Matinee prices at Orpheum ducked 
from 35c to 25c until 1 p. m. and 
should help. 

Denver crowds are steady and 
strong and should hit best figure 
in several weeks. Aladdin down, 
Paramount up. 

Empress was made a first-run 
for a week to give Denver ‘Back 
to Nature’ after the regular first- 
run houses turn it down. Packed 
‘em in opening day, holdout second 
with good crowds all week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
40) ‘My Weakness’ (Fox). Viola K. 
Lee at the organ. Average at 
around $2,800. Last week ‘Headline 
Shooter’ (RKO) $3,000. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,500; 25-30- 
40)—‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par), 
and stage show. Oke for $9,000. 
Last week ‘This Day and Age’ (Par) 
around $10,000 on. six days, being 
pulled to get the house back to 
Wednesday opening. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Night Flight’ (MG). Edna 
Dodd at the organ. Biz on the up 
and up, $8,000. Last week ‘Pent- 
house’ (MG) a close to average 
week and turned in $5,750. 

Empress (Sheffield) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Back to Nature’ (Shef). House 
has been closed for months. Re- 
opened for the nudie and getting a 
heavy gate, $7,500. 


Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 35- 
40-55)—Solitaire Man’ (MG), and 


stage show with Fred Schmitt’s or- 
chestra. F. & M. ideas can’t offset 
mediocre flick; a meagre $8,500. 
Last week ‘Broadway to Hollywood’ 
(MG), with some houses mighty 
close to capacity, did $14,500. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Deluge’ (RKO). West Mas- 
ters at the piano. Better going, $3,- 
200. Last week ‘Ladies Must Love’ 
(U) only $2,500. 

Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 20-25)— 
‘Big Brain’ (Radio) and stage show. 
Same as last week’s ‘Constant 
Woman’ (WW), with stage show, 
$4,000, some better than average. 


PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 10) 


for last few months $6,000 is not so 
bad. 

‘Captured’ and ‘My Weakness’ at 
the Majestic and unless there’s a 
change later in the week the final 
tally doesn’t look like it will cross 
$6,000. 

Legits kind of quiet this week. 
‘Success Story’ only thing in town, 
being shown at the stock house, 
Modern. Last week there were three 
legit attractions, ‘Music in the Air,’ 
for first half, and ‘Undesirable 
Lady,’ last half at the Carlton, and 
‘Dinner at Eight’ at Modern. 

Both ‘Music in the Air’ and ‘Un- 
desirable Lady,’ which stars Nancy 
Carroll, took it on the chin plenty, 
very little money going out of town 
with the two shows. ‘Dinner at 
Eight,’ however, was a wow, more 
than 11,000 persons paying admis- 
sion during the week, breaking all 
house records, this despite a tilted 
seale of prices over last year. 

Monday of last week every thea- 
tre in town, except the Paramount, 
suffered terribly because of the 
monster NRA parade in Providence. 
There were 70,000 persons in line, 
parade lasting more than six hours. 
Downtown traffic was choked, and 
most of the stands located along the 
route wallowed in the red. The 
Paramount, however, stood them up 
all day, ‘Too Much Harmony’ being 
responsible. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (1,900; 15-40)—‘Narrow Cor- 
ner’ (FN) and vaude, with Marie 
Prevost. Picture not the _ type 
patrons of this spot usually go for. 
Variety show likely to take the edge 
off things, and keep gross up around 
$6,000 average. Last week, ‘Shang- 
hai Madness’ (Fox), with Bernice 
Claire on stage just crossed the line 
at $5,000, not bad. 

Loew’s (3,200; 15-40) — ‘Night 
Flight’ (MG) and vaudeville. Plenty 
of names in picture but reaction not 
as good as expected. Yet house will 
probably have no trouble in grossing 
at least $9,500 for an average week. 
Last week, ‘Stage Mother’ (MG), 
was $10,300. 

Majestic-(Fay) (2,200; 15-40) — 
‘Captured’ (FN) and ‘My Weakness’ 
(Fox). Nice bill, but the going’s not 
as good as it should be. If gross 
goes over $6,000 the way things 
stand just now it will be surprise. 
However, anticipated gross is oke 
with house. Last week, ‘I Loved 
a Woman’ (WB) and ‘F.P.1’ (Fox) 
got comment but failed to touch an- 
ticipated gross of $6,500. 

Paramount (Indie) (2,200; 15-40) 
—Golden Harvest’ (Par) and ‘Sing, 
Sinner, Sing’ (Allied). First picture 
well liked, but second of no help. 








For first time in weeks house will 


not be able to cross $6,000 unless 
there’s a big switch. Since house 
went independent grosses have 
jumped almost double. Last week, 
‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par) and ‘To 
the Last Man’ (Par) was another 
bill that wowed them for a great 
$9,000 despite all opposish. 

RKO Albee (3,500; 15-40) — ‘My 
Woman’ (Col) and Paul Whiteman 
on stage. First ‘flesh’ show since 
last summer, off to a poor start, be- 
lieved due to switch in openings; 
but pick-up and four shows daily 
augurs well for at least $8,000, nice 
despite handicap. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25) ‘Fight- 
ing Parson’ (Allied) and ‘Her Re- 
sale Value,’ three days split. Nice 
at $1,000. ‘Neighbors’ Wives’ and 
‘One Man’s Journey’ (RKO), four 
days, should close Thursday with 
at least $1,300 in the till. 


ST. L. ON EVEN KEEL, 





St. Louis, Oct. 9. 

Generally speaking film houses are 
only marking time this week, main- 
taining the pace of the last few 
weeks but giving no indication of 
an additional spurt. Even so, every- 
body concerned is well enough 
pleased, for the time is at hand 
again when just average business 
all around means money for every- 
body, if they split it the right way. 
But if one of them tries to be a 
hog and get more than his share, 
aaa is likely to take it on the 
chin. 

There’s no indication of anything 
like that though this week unless 
it is the Fox, which started off pret- 
ty well with the Colleen Moore 
comeback in the first of the narra- 
tage films. If it keeps up, and there 
is no reason why it should not, what 
with a big ad campaign and rave 
reviews from the critics, house 
ought to get itself a nice slice of 
profit. 

St. Louis, which has been having 
tough sledding due to costly stage 
shows and expenses incident to try- 
ing to get re-established with the 
fans, after several months of dark- 
ness, is doing a little better than 
fair, but it may not be enough. 
Rumored that unless the fans start 
coming around in larger numbers, 
house will return to darkness again 
soon. 

Other houses are hitting a nor- 
mal stride. Ambassador is off some 
from last few weeks, although still 
likely to be in the money. 


Estimates For This Week 


Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Love, Honor and ‘O Baby’ 
(U) and stage show. Good for 
$17,000. Last week ‘Too Much Har- 
mony’ (Par), $22,000, big. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Power and Glory’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Good going, $18,000. Last 
week ‘My Weakness’ (Fox), $11,000, 
fair. 

Grand Central (Skouras) (2,000; 
25-35-55) —‘Too Much Harmony’ 
(Par). Moved from Ambassador, 
$3,000 is good. Last week ‘Torch 
Singer’ (Par), second week, ditto. 

Loew’s State (Loew) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Stage Mother’ (MG). Fair 
biz, $9,000. Last week ‘The Nuis- 
ance’ (MG), $9,100, better. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Deluge’ (RKO) and ‘To the 
Last Man’ (Par). Fair for $8,000. 
Last week ‘Ladies Must Love’ (U) 
and ‘Golden Harvest’ (Par), $7,000. 

St. Louis (Ind) (5,000; 25-35-55)— 


‘Ann Vickers’ (RKO) and _ “stage 
show. Fair pace, $14,000. Last 
week ‘One Man's Journey’ (RKO) 


and Buster !ceaton on stage wound 
up a poor $12,000. 





‘JONES’ IN DIXIE TEST 
STRONG AT $11,000 


Washington, Oct. 9. 

Big interest this week is debut of 
‘Emperor Jones’ below Mason-Dixon 
line. Critics went overboard with 
praise for show as artistic accom- 
plishment, especially praising Robe- 
son, but admitted they were leery 
of race angle. Bally included col- 
ored spiritual singers on RKO- 
Keith’s marquee. Result was tre- 
mendous opening and what looks 
like a $11,000 week which definitely 
puts it in the hit class here. 

‘Night Flight’ didn’t get many 
raves from papers but star names 
are heading it for a big week. 
‘S.O.S. Iceberg,’ which opened Ri- 
alto, local Universal house, for sea- 
son is doing better than expected. 
Went into second week, which won’t 
be big, but adequate. Ads play it 
up as melodrama rather than as 
travelog. ‘Too Much Harmony’ 
clicked beautifully last week at Met, 
Warner Bros. off-stem house, and 
is in repeat week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60)—‘My Weakness’ (Fox), and 
vaude. Weaver Bros. holding down 


stage spot and combined with Lil- 
lian Harvey American debut on 
screen are turning in nice $26,000. 
Last week Street Singer was 
switched in at last minute to re- 
place Aimee McPherson and natur- 
ally suffered from too little advance 





exploitation. Pic was ‘Big Execu- 


‘0 BABY’ GOOD $17,000 


Flight’ $8,000, Bi 
Terch Droops io 


$9,000, Indian's 


Indianapolis, Oct. 9. 


Overcoat weather arrived over 
the week end and business got 
worse instead of picking up. The 


only local hit is at Loew's Palace 
where ‘Night Flight’ is bringing the 
house back to life after two months 
of low grosses. Nicely heralded in 
advance by the visit of Director 
Clarence Brown, ‘Night Flight’ got 
away to a pretty good opening and 
is steadily heading for a figure of 
$8,000 on the week. This is around 
5 G’s better than any attraction at 
the Palace since ‘Tugboat Annie’ 
in August. 

The Indiana had bad luck open- 
ing day when Brooke Johns, billed 
over the picture, failed to show up 
Friday. Johns was billed above 
‘Torch Singer,’ because of his pre- 
vious stay of 10 weeks here in 1931, 
Theatre management explained 
Johns was delayed by radio audi- 
tion in the east. “ven though the 
headliner was on hand Saturday the 
business never seemed to get go- 
ing. The gross won't go above a 
dismal $9,000, which is lean pick- 
ings after last week’s leap to twice 
that amount with ‘Crazy Quilt’ on 
the stage. 

‘Ann Vickers’ looks moderately 
encouraging at the Circle and the 
chances are good for a fair $4,200. 
With this attraction the house goes 
to Saturday openings instead of 
Friday. ‘Power and the Glory’ is 
disappointingly lean in its box office 
takings at the Apollo. Keith's, hav- 
ing trouble finding enough first run 
product, is marking time this week 
with a revival of ‘State Fair.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25 
40) ‘Power and the Glory’ (Fox). 
Given a big campaign, but it is doe 
ing no more than an average $3,- 
200. Last week ‘My Weakness’ 
(Fox) $3,100, so-so. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
‘Ann Vickers’ (RKO). Looks fair 
at $4,200. Last week was very sweet 


with ‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par) 
garnering a strong $6,500. 
Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3.100; 25- 


35-40-55) ‘Torch Singer’ (Par) and 
Brooke Johns stage show. Business 
unlikely to reach more than $9,000, 
very bad. Last week ‘Brief Moe 
ment’ (Col) and Billy Rose’s ‘Crazy 
Quilt’ on stage zoomed the gross 
to a strong $18,000, 

Keith’s (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
‘State Fair’ (Fox). Revival here 
follows the many runs in nabes, 
but it'll still be able to hit $1,400, 
fair. Last week ‘The Keyhole’ 
(WB) slipped badly and was pulled 
early. ‘Mama Loves Papa’ (Par) 
was revived to finish out the 
week. Gross sad at $1,200. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew's) (2,800; 
25-40) ‘Night Flight’ (MG). Good 
advance buildup nationally helped 
here and abundance of star names 
in cast means prosperity for this 
house after a run of bad business. 
This week looks very bright at 
$8,000. Last week rock bottom was 
touched at $2,700 with ‘Stage 
Mother’ (MG). 





tive’ (Par), which didn’t help much; 
light $14,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70)—Wild Boys of the Road’ (WB) 
and vaude. Pic has no big names 
which hurts. Borrah Minevitch 
heads so-so stage bill. Result will 
be fair $14,500. Last week ‘Secret 
of Blue Room’ (U) and Barbara 
Stanwyck in person gave nice $18,- 
000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50-60)—‘Emperor Jones’ (UA). First 
test below Mason-Dixon line doing 
beautifully. Opened in midweek to 
capacity and should get a big $11,- 
000. Last week ‘Lady for a Day’ 
(Col) was yanked early to make 
way for ‘Jones. Was doing fair 
following big first week. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60) —‘Night Flight’ (MG). Big 
names shoving it into big money de- 
spite cool reception by papers. 
Maybe a big $19,000. Last week 
‘Stage Mother’ (MG) got light $8,- 
000. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 15-25-35-40-50) 
—‘S.O.S. Iceberg’ (U). Doing sec- 
ond week headed for acceptable $3,- 
000. Last week house opening for 
new season got oke $7,500. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-50-60- 
70)—'Too Much Harmony’ (Par). In 
second week and doing oke, maybe 
$4,500. Last week same did nice 
$9,000, 

Columbia (Loew) (1,262: 
35-40)—‘Solitaire Man’ (MG). 
ing better than average at little 
house. Probably good $3,500. Last 
week ‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox) following 
week at Fox turned in oke $3,000. 


15-25- 
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MAE WEST i in “iy m No Angel” with Cory Gran | 
Directed by Wesley Ruggles oo - . 2 Charles” ‘Buddy’ Rogers Uillion Roth, ‘lis edwards — 
. 8 oe — Lillian Bond, Dorothy lee, Produced by | laurence 
_ 2 “TILE AND GUS” with W. C. FIELDS, “ALISON _ : Schwab it in association with Williom Rowland and 
_SKIPWORTH and BABY LE ROY, Directed . ——  r—sS 














‘ 4 : Directed by Leo McCarey 










jirectec a . DOROTHEA WIECK in "Cradle Song”, Aue by 
= Mitchell teisen ee 
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eat LIVING”. An pet 


: WE RE SITTING PRETTY: | Jock | 
— Rogers, Jack Haley, Pickens Sisters.” h Charles R. 
oe Rogers Production. D Directed by Horry Joe Brown 


, » “WHITE WOMAN" with Charles Laughton, Carole. 
Lombard, Charles. Bickford and Kent Taylor, 
Directed by Stuart Walker 
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@ jon Richard Ar len, noses tes, Gay Cooper, ce 


Leon Errol, Lovise. Fazenda, Ww. C, Fields, Skeets 


Gallagher, Raymond Hatton, Edward Everett 


on, Roscoe Karns, Polly Moran, Jack Oakie, 


:: Edna May. Oliver, May Robson, Charlie Ruggles, 
lison Skipworth, Ned Sparks, Ford Se 


Directed ae Norman Mcleod 
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money and atten ance at the 
re in Chicago. 


long-run house and plays all the big 
ictures from every company save one. 
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Claim adio Act Paid Agent Flood of Taxes Against Radio 
| 03 g 
ay uFeen ot 0 rio S 200 nFFY AGENT IES Looms, NAB Hear S Onening Day 
| — | aaa 
\ “ . Ogg Oct. oa Sponsorism ‘Anti’-15% Spokesman White Sulphur Springs, Oct. 9. 
awyers g0 y with documents . . ERM : ‘ ae 
4 last week to straighten out a White Sulphur Springs Con- aris % sevenpes earbepies the opening 
| wrangle involving WLS Artists Bu- Chicago, Oct. 9. vention Sees Networks During the week prior to the session of the NAB convention 
i reau, an indie booker named Bert Studio bandleader explains ° . opening of the NAB conven- that the broadcasters have ex- 
Green and a singing trio labeled his nervous manner by quoting and Four A’s Seeking to tion in White Sulphur Springs, pended over $22,000 since February 
‘Winnie, Lou and Sally’ but named his experience last week witha Tame General Represent W. Va., the Association of Na- , eo 
. ‘ = 4 ‘ s yer gz ASCAP. 
in the petition for injunction as sponsor. Client was discuss- ° P tional Advertisers, which is << oe a in 8 nt om aN 
Helen, Eileen and Adele Jensen. ing theme music at a rehearsal atives—John Benson May opposed to the Four A’s stand This copyright fund is collected by 
Suit for injunction claims that and insisted that his show Not Speak — Advertisers on exclusive station repre- subscription among members. 
Green has prior contracts for the must not have anything too Ss g sentation, was making an ef- Shows deficit of $73. Report for 
gals’ services and asks for Green high-brow. as Spot Broadcast Allies fort to get some outstanding year wan read by Philip @ 
that the courts restrain WLS from ‘Give ’em popular music, national advertiser to appear : om : ho 
using the girls and the girls from nothing operatic.’ as spokesman on the matter Loucks, NAB managing director, 
working for WLS. Orchestra played the over- OTHER PROBLEMS for the ANA at White Sulphur Alfred McCosker, president, in 
Petition exposes the fact that ra- ture from ‘Carmen’ and the Springs. It was>the plan of report read at same session, took 
dio bookers and agents are asking sponsor piped: ‘Great, per- the ANA to have its speaker occasion to praise efforts of Os- 
20% and 30% and more from acts. fect; that’s the sort of music Pas : — ; follow John Benson, Four A’s wald Schuette in fight against 
Vaude field never took more than we want on our program.’ Wane Sulphur Springs, Oct. 9. pres., who among other things, music ‘industry, tnaicating the 
10% from acts with the agents tak- Convention of the National Asso- is slated to defend the exclu- present NAB administration, if 
ing 5% and the booking office the ciation of Broadcasters opened here. sive rep policy before’ the finances can be arranged, will seek 
other 5. "3 mgt G M 100 CBS: today (Monday) with the outstand- Oe ae eee peices wag tcl axe 
In the petition it is claimed that . : owar ne end o 1e week McCosker’s report also submit- 
the Jensen girls contracted with ’ ’ 0 9 | ine problem the question of whether it looked as though Lee Bristol ted convention proposal reduce 
Bert Green on Sept. 23, 1932, with ’ the NAB would or would not en- of Bristol Myers Co., a heavy NAB membership fees and make 
Green to get 30% of their salaries dorse the Four A’s advocacy of spe- advertiser of both network and possible the inclusion of small 
earned ‘by virtue of any employ- cial or exclusive station representa- spot broadcasting, would be on broadcasters who couldn't afford 
ment.’ And that on Jan. 18, 1933, a tives and the elimination of the so- hand to take up the argument to join at old high rate. Move, he 
new contract was drawn up with lled tati in favor of the general station said, is necessary in order to help 
Green guaranteeing the trio 10 ae Gene adage wvee, representative idea as prac- solidify entire industry for admin- 
weeks per year at $100 for each Spot broadcasting interests fav- ticed by such firms as the istration NRA _ code’ reviewing. 
week. In this contract it was speci- oring the old system were in con- World Broadcasting System NAB’s activities past year Mc- 
fied that if the girls got a $200 week ference here several days preceding and Scott Howe Bowen. Cosker cited additional offensive 
salary they would collect $125 with re plese a to — against ASCAP establishment de- 
ornly resistthe Four s. Initia ; bn thokton é 
gradation of salaries to the top of All three General Motors ac- rowan aS tn Tain Cmmmaanel tailed statistical service for ind 
$275 weekly in which case the girls Pontiac. Buick la ns Racing try, program’ clearing house, 
would draw for their share just counts—Pontiac, Buick and Oldsmo- committee was held Sunday night weekly printed bulletin. Loucks 
$170. Each example salary would | bile—for which the competition be- |@n4 it looked certain that the mat- report advised convention NAB 
give the agent about $100 weekly | tween national webs the past sev- ol would be forced out onto the membership past year increased 
for his share. eral weeks has been tense, go to st Pond a pee gay sor bie from 205 to 270 members and de- 
Girls are now working on the|CBS. Under a deal slated to be phn cae “i Prag ake ek scribing operation program clear- 
WLS Showboat and Barn Dance/|closed tomorrow (12) G.M. will use ee tear oi CASING " aaae Pa Pad ing house said that exchange ma- 
\ shows. a 15-minute spot every evening in|)" > hy oo pee roi ° . terial made available here was 
4 the week but Sunday across the rs ve eee ? getting more attention from Euro- 
board to plug the three brands al-| Networks are expected to join 0 pean broadcasters than from own 
ternately. Contract will be for a|hands with Four A’s in pushing members, 
- minimum of 13 weeks and call for a | the move to decentralize the general Arthur Church, KMBC, Kansas 
lineup of around 65 stations. Six-|representative organizations and City, as treasurer, reported at end 
night a week arrangement will be | Place the spot broadcasting end of When the advertising code comes| 0f September NAB had collected i 
the only one of its kind on either |tadio business on a basis where it} fo, a hearing in Washington| over $38,000 dues for the past year, i 


























ACT ON CBS 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 
On the Swift-Olsen & Johnson 
show over CBS there’s an NBC act, 
booked through the local NBC Ar- 
tists Bureau. Turn is the King’s 
Jesters, known on the Swift pro- 

gram as the Premium Quartette. 
Swift themselves picked the Jest- 
ers in an audition held at the NBC 
studios, and through their agency, 
J. Walter Thompson, got NBC to al- 




















of the chains. 

Election of Columbia to take all 
the business developed an embar- 
rassing situation at NBC last week. 
After M. H. Aylesworth had taken 
his sales department to task for 
losing out on the G.M. appropria- 
tion, the staff here reconciled them- 
selves with the viewpoint that after 
all the car maker had intended to 
zo Columbia from the start. G.M. 
knew that NBC could not supply 
an across the board schedule and 
the NBC sales execs feel that since 
the motor combine had intended to 
keep the three accounts intact it 








weuld merely serve as time order 
taker between station and ad agen- 
cies, 

In anticipation of unfavorable ac- 
tion toward it the Scott Howe 
Bowen firm gathered together Sat- 
urday night a group of major indie 
stations and organized new propo- 
sition in group selling of spot broad- 
casting. Idea here is to offer adver- 
tisers entire group stations each lo- 
cated in key cities at rate equal if 
not less than price called for on the 
national webs rate cards. Arrange- 
ment is in direct competition with 
networks giving advertiser the ad- 

















next week Walter Chrysler of 
Chrysler Motors will be among the 
national advertisers there to attack 
the minimum 15% £commission 
clause inserted in the document by 
the American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies. Another spokes- 
man against the 15% bottom sched- 
uled is Alfred P. Sloan, chairman 
of the General Motors Board. 
Association of National Adver- 
tisers has practically completed its 
brief opposing this clause for sub- 
mission to the NRA administration 
and is meanwhile lining up other 
leading advertising spenders to back 





and remarked costing organiza- 
tions average of $50,000 a year to 
operate, dues being based on sta- 
tion power under new arrangement 
calls for taxing members on basis 
of gross business at rate of 2%. 
Eugene Sykes, chairman of the 
Federal Radio Commission, opened 
the convention with an address on 
developments in radio since pass- 
age of the 1927 radio act. 
Democrats Grateful 
A telegram read from Postmas- 
ter General James A. Farley thank- 
ing broadcasters in behalf of the 
Democratic committee for co-oper- 


trie aecaeaagy te work on the rival  ouldn’t have put them to the time | vantage of singling out his own/up the ANA’s contention that the] ation ‘effecting new deal’ E, M. 
NBC is collecting 10% commission | 4nd expense of auditioning a flock | group of spot stations instead of be- | 15% minimum is both inequitable} Elkin, chairman of the tax commit- 
on the CBS booking. of programs and working up all|ing forced to buy the entire setup | and excessive. tee, warned broadcasters flood 
7 sorts of attendant merchandising | on the NBC or CBS basic networks, of tax legislation against indus- 





WTIC, HARTFORD, MGR. 


plans. 
Neither the starting date of the 
series nor the casts for the three 


which include from 17 to 22 outlets. 
Stations which have come in on 
Bowen group proposition are WJR, 


FEW PACIFIC COAST 
MEN AT NAB MEET 





try was imminent and urged them 
to appoint subcommittees in each 
state to deal locally with this leg- 


programs have been finally agreed | Detroit; WGAR, Cleveland; WNAC, islation as may arise. Convention 
LOSES BOTH LEGS upon. It is hoped to have them|Boston; WOR, Newark; KMBC, after less than two hour morning 
readied in time to give the trio a} Kansas City, while outlets in St. session returned to golf and com- 

ai debut either the last week in|Louis, Cincinnati, are on verge. White Sulphur Springs, Oct. 9. mittee maneuverings. 
Hartford, Oct. 9. November or the first stanza in De- | Major problem confronting this Far west broadcasting sector is Committee appointed by chair to 


Paul Morency, general manager 


of staticn WTIC, is the victim of a 


cember. 
Tentatively Stoopnagle and Budd 


group project is getting affiliates 
in New York and Chicago. 


represented at this year’s conven- 
tion by only four delegates. They 


nominate new officers included Dr 
Leon, WCAU, Philly; Roy Thomp- 


recurring waz infection that has ne- | has been set to carry the air banner . are: Guy C. Earle, Jr., and Earl C./son, WFBC, Altoona; Stanley 

a | cessitated the amputation of both|for Pontiac, with Andrew Kostel- Benson Ducks Heckling Anthony of KFI, Los Angeles; Wil- | Hubbard, WSTP, Minneapolis; 
his legs. This misfortune has kept |anez and Bob Benchley heading the| Late today (Monday) it wasn’t | liam Warren, KOMO, Seattle, and|J, G. Kaufman, WCAE, Pitts- 
him in the hospital here for months. | Buick aggregation. For Buick G.M. | certain whether John Benson, presi- | Ed Craney, KGIR, Butte. : burgh. Trio picked for resolutions 
James Clancy, former Poli thea-|js figuring on a combination of an | dent of the Four A’s would keep No issues particularly involving |committee by McCosker were 
tre manager, has been subbing for] orchestra under Jimmy Green and | Scheduled engagement to address their area and tough trip from coast| Henry Bellows, W. W. Gedge, 

=, dramatic interludes authored by the convention Tuesday morning. to West Virginia probable reason} WMBC, Detroit; Edgar Bill, 

incite ii name playwrights and cast with Floor rumor connected this uncer- | for small delegation. WMBD, Peoria. Resolutions com- 


4 NRA P ll Time selected for all broadcasts Lee Bristol, head Bristol Myers & ° ’ sion NAB constitution and by- 
: NBC's NRA Payrollers 07. gm est Oe nee Oe een coe | OS ee eed ee ee 
| —_- resentative policy In event Ben- 7 Seattle, Oct. 8. aie 
San Francisco, Oct. 9. son doesn’t show ‘up, Fred Gamble Wenerg: Warren, . Sie men 
NRA’s blue eagle laid golden eggs Trumbull Swifting Weer aie asinaabies eoeeekane “a market research department head, ™ 
™ the form of four jobs for engi- arrived Sunday, will speak ‘on as- | eft last week for the N.A.B. con- | Station WNRA 5 
meers and operators on NBC's staff. _— ecelation’s behatl. beet at White Sulphur Springs, | 
A. H. Saxton, technical director Chicago, Oct. 9. . , rginia. 
for the western network, has added Following his exit from the local Same ‘Gineare ahety : After attending the convention, sirmingham, Oct. 9. 
Walter Kellogg, George Maher, Jr.,| Columbia news bureau Steve Trum- Every indication current NAB/| Warren will spend two months| Along came a permit for a new 
Warren Anderson and James Ball to| pull joins the J. Walter Thompson |Toster Officers will be re-elected | looking over the principal Eastern |radio station at Florence, in the 
his department. lagency here to handle special ex-| ednesday. Regular political steer- | radio stations. |Muscle Shoals district, about the 
eee | ploitation for the Swift account on ond rg — ' or — a ae us iat = rag Ae mg talk about NRA was at L 
‘Pe atarring Olsen : Johnaon. onight (Monday) and endorse - ‘ ° > lits heicht. 
Coca Cola on Wax ; oo oo coe celle fred J. McCosker for president, Lee Radio Girl S Legit Job So the Washington boys assigned 
} World Wide is auditioning an|outfit Trumbull desked it as Colum- | Zomeneen for enlace vous San Francisco, Oct. 9. — station’s call letters as WNRA. 
hour disc for spot broadcasting by |bia system press agent here. f = eee pasa ga : me asin Consuelo Gonzales, Spanish war- ie Pr ae 
Coca Cola. fay lack now handling the head Arthur Church, Ww caged wrhernenap sal bler on the staff of KFRC, is on her | JOHN ROYAL'S MOTHER ILL 
First platter, with Aunt Jemima | desk of the local CBS news bureau, | Couple of changes are scheduled for | way to New York to do the Lupe | 
(Tess Gardell) and Gus Henschen’s | following the va: Cane of that spot board of Girectors, one of these re- | Velez part in the road show of! John Royal left yesterday (Mon- 
orchestra the principal talent, was by Steve Trumbull. tinted Leo Lei ig ae | ‘Strike Me Pink.’ _| day ) for Boston on a hurry-up 
made in New York and shipped to | Black is a former United Press } ¢isconnes ted from » os n- | Deal was made by the T.ee artists “Y nmons. ee a 
(Continued on page 38) bureau. His mother is seriously il). 
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Demand Rebates 


Advertisers Stop-Watch Stations, 


From Networks; 


NBC Is Irked at Its Affiliates 








— +*— 
National networks, particularly STARS SNIFF AT NRA 
NBC, are faced with the problem 
of doing something drastic about | Coast Radio Pout That Celebs Hold 


the practice among the smaller af- 
filiate stations of cutting in on the 
time due chain commercial pro- 
grams with spot announcements 
Complaints along these lines from 
web customers have grown common 
of late and the rebates from net- 
work to client on this score threaten 
to assume significant proportions. 

Accounts who have done the 
squawking hold that when they buy 
time on a station through the net- 
work they are entitled to every sec- 
ond from the moment that the mike 
is opened at the broadcast origin, 
and that it is up to the network 
to see that local announcements do 
not lap over into their segments of 
the clock. Since neither of the 
webs have a checking service to do 
the spotting for them, NBC and Co- 
lumbia have no other recourse than 
pay the damages, if demanded. 
Chains tell the clients that there is 
getting no _ satisfaction from the 
dilatory outlet because invariably 
the quizzing brings back a stout de- 
nial and an offer to prove that it’s 
not so by the station’s log. 

ist Program Slight 

One of the stiffest burnups on this 
topic handed NBC in some time 
came from a food account last week. 
What especially set the advertiser 
to boiling was the fact that the 
program involved was the introduc- 
tory one of the series and the open- 
ing palaver had to do with estab- 
liskWe the various voice characters 
in the script. According to the cli- 
ent’s complaint, the station’s an- 
nouncer instead of cutting short the 
local minute commercial when it 
came due for the network show to 
open went right through the spiel 
with the result that the food pack- 
er’s session bowed in cold, or right 
into the installment’s action. 


CBS PILOTS JESSEL’S 
AIR-STAGE CAREER 


George Jessel is under contract 
for a year to CBS. The first sus- 
taining program Saturday night 
(7) at 10.30 from Carnegie hall, 
New York, started the new ether 
deal. 

CBS will share in any and all 
of Jessel’s stage work dating from 
Nov. 1 when he opens as the in- 
augural attraction of the new Cafe 
de Paree, N. Y. A CBS wire will 
go into the spot. Jessel will be 
in the continental music hall for 
six weeks. 

For the once weekly broadcasts 
Jessel will receive $1,000 per, be- 
lieved to be the highest sustaining 
salary yet paid. That is in addition 
to the $3,000 salary Jessel will draw 
for m.c.’ing the cafe floor show. 


HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 


Prep Games on Air Friday, Col- 
leges Saturday 

















, Seattle, Oct. 9. 

Seattle high school] football is on 
the air for the first time. KOL, 
with Ken Stuart speiling, is giving 
a play by play account of the prep- 
sters’ give and take direct from the 
battlefield each Friday. College 
football crowds a Saturday broad- 
cast off the air. 

With nine teams in the high 
school conference, this burg greets 
the games with enthusiasm; and 
judging from the noise that came 
from the radio on the first broad- 
cast (Ballard vs. Broadway) the 
youngsters have more school spirit 
than, the college rah-rahs. 


Waynne’s WEED 


reenville, N. C., Oct. 9. 

Avera Waynne, manager of radio 
station WEED, announces that he 
will be on the air continuously 
from 7 o’clock in the morning until 
5:30 o’clock in the afternoon, with- 
out signing off in the middle of the 
day as formerly. WEED is a new 
station, deriving its name from to- 
bacco, the principal crop of the 
Greenville area. The station now 
employs six men, two engineers, 
three office men and one commer- 
cial representative. 

Waynne is sole owner. 


- 
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Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 
Local radio stations are pouting 
at picture names for their alleged 
lack of co-operation in the series 
of weekly NRA broadcasts going 
over 39 California stations. 


While air talent and musicians 
have contributed their services will- 
ingly and free, air men say that 


only one out of 10 of the film names 
asked to contribute has said yes. 
Broadcasters say that their chief 
turndown has been on the grounds 
that the weekly programs are only 
state-wide and therefore do not 
offer a sufficient publicity break for 
the filmites. 


MUSICIANS HIT WGY 
AS NETWORK FEEDER 


Uniform scale for radio engage- 
ments applicable to every town in 
New York State may be put into 
effect by the American Federation 
of Musicians. Majority of the locals 
circularized by President Joseph 
Weber on the proposition have come 
through with an okay. Idea behind 
the move is to prevent the networks 
from picking up sustaining band 
programs from affiliate stations 
where the wage scale is lower than 
that prevailing in New York City. 
Measure is aimed directly at NBC, 
which originates a substantial num- 
ber of its daytime sustainers dur- 
ing the week from WCY, Schen- 
ectady. Station is operated by 
NBC. 

New York local 802 was among 
those who agreed with the single 
scale but suggested, however, that 
the state level be made no lower 
than the current 802 prices. 
Reduction of 10% in musicians 
salaries allowed NBC by New York 
local 802 several months ago has 
been declared off by the union and 
the network’s staff men are back 
on the scales stipulated in the orig- 
inal contract. 

CBS restored the 
action from the union. 


WBBM Gets WGN Acct. 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

First blood has been drawn by 
WBBM in the new battle between 
WGN, Chicago ‘Tribune’ station, 
and the Columbia system, of which 
WBBM is the local outlet. WBBM 
gets the Daggett & Ramsdell ac- 
count from WGN after the beauty 
show had been on the ‘Tribune’ 
station for some four months. 

Goes on WBBM three. times 
weekly at 15 minutes per issue. 
Using radio discs, with E. V. 
Meadows as the head man for the 
‘Beauty School of the Air’ program. 








cut without 








McCann-Erickson agency in the 
deal. 
WGN loses its Columbia affilia- 


tion on Nov. 1. 


Charley Hughes Places 2d 


Show for Cosmetician 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 





Luxor, Armour company’s cos- 
metic subsidiary, returns to NBC 
on Oct. 15. Will use Charlie 


Hughes’ ‘Talkie Picture Time,’ and 
ride on the red web each Sunday at 
3:30 p.m. ES7T. Will come out of the 
local NBC studios. 

June Meredith will be the top 
name in the case, holding the same 
spot in the other Hughes serial, 
‘First Nighter,’ which, by coinci- 
dence, also plugs a cosmetic. Lat- 
ter the Campagna show. 

Luxor had been on a local outlet, 
WMAQ, with its Theatre of Ro- 
mance. N. W. Ayer agency handling 
the Armour accourt, 





NBC PRODUCERS DROPPED 


Latest juggling around of the 
NBC program department staff has 
Joseph Hill and Pauline Gilder 
out. Both were listed as produc- 


ers. 
Hill came from the Lord & 
Thomas agency. Disconnections 





take effect this Saturday (14). 





Art—In Mexico 





Mexico City, Oct. 2. 

Radio station XEFG here, 
motto of which is “For Culture 
and for Art,” is attached by a 
local civil court judge to satis- 
fy the outstanding claim for 
$1,500 by the supplier of broad- 
casting equipment. 

Art didn’t pay off. 














FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
SHOW IN 7 TOWNS 


Most extensive hookup yet of a 
foreign language program goes on 
the air this Sunday (15) with WOV, 


New York, the point of origin. It’s 
plotted for an hour and behind it 
are P. Pasteni & Co., importer of 
Italian groceries, and Briochi & Co., 
maker of an effervescent salt of 
that name, 

In addition to New York and 
Brooklyn, the show will be piped 
into Philadelphia, Springfield, Hart- 
ford, Providence and Worcester, In- 
dications are that the same Sunday 
matinee session will be extended 
through the Pennsylvania area and 
eventually as far west as Detroit 
and Cleveland. 

WOR has also a 15-minute stanza 
of, Italian entertainment  bank- 
rolled by the baker of LaRosa ma- 
carino which it is feeding WICC, 
Boston, six days a week. Contract 
in the iatter instance is for 62 
weeks, 

New England placements of both 
programs handled through Scott 
Howe Bowen. 


WMCA TO BE NUCLEUS 
OF REGIONAL WEB? 


Jack Adams, operating head of 


WMCA, N. Y., figures on having his 
own network lined up by Jan, 1 of 
next year. At ieast that’s what he 
told the governing board of the New 
York musicians union when he ap- 
peared before it to discuss the mat- 
ter of scale. Union became curious 
of WMCA’s status when it started, 
with the recent takeover by the 
group of Wall Street scions, to 
describe itself on the air as the 
‘Federal Broadcasting System.’ 
For the present, Adams explained 
to the union officials, WMCA was 
just a local station but, he added, 
those concerned with him in its 
operation hoped to have it on a 
national hookup by Jan. 1, 1934. 
Local’s governing board then de- 
cided that the scale for WMCA 
would be $75 per man for not more 
than five actual working hours dur- 
ing a period of 10 hours daily for 
six days a week. This scale is to 
prevail until the outlet goes net- 
work, when regular web salaries 
and conditions are to take effect. 














Hamilton’s Big Order 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

George Hamilton’s orchestra, now 
at the Club Airport Gardens here, 
has contracted with World Broad- 
east for 500 records between now 
and Jan. 1. 

Hamilton’s band is currently re- 
moting over >-F WB. 





HORLICK SHOPPING 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Horlick again dickering for a chil- 
dren’s show io supplement the Dr. 
Herman Bundesen program for 
adults on NBC. 

Malted milk has had kids’ shows 
on both NBC and CBS but with 
split networks. Lord & Thomas 
agency now looking over the possi- 
bilities and trying to decide be- 
tween the National and Columbia 
webs. 





MEXICAN 100,000-WATTER 
San Antonio, Oct. 9. 
Plans for superstation XEPM at 
Piedras Negras across Rio Grande 
from Eagle Pass, Texas, are form- 
ing. 
Howard W. Davis, manager of 
proposed 100,000 watt broadcaster, 
Will have studios in San Antonio. 





Dallas Repeats Bourjois 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Bourjois company’s ‘Evening in 
Paris’ program on the Columbia 
web is also on WFAA, the NBC sta- 
tion in Dallas, 

Program is being reproduced on 
that NBC station by local studio 
talent, 





HOW HIGH IS UP? 


Secs. and Exasperation Make 
Plugs Lay Nice, Big Eggs 








There's a scientific slant to those 
terrible advertising plugs that break 
in abruptly and heavily in the midst 
of comedy, music, or other agree- 
able moods. Physcologists estimate 
that an adult’s annoyance when an 
alien thought is introduced into the 
midst of reverie takes 30 seconds 
to subside. During this 30 second 
period the victim is so busy being 
exasperated that the ear isn’t reg- 
istering. 

Since the average advertising plug 

lasts only 90 seconds, it is pointed 
out that an announcement so clurm- 
sily framed as to produce a sense 
of irritation automatically shuts off 
one-third of its chances of being 
heard besides the possibility of set- 
ting up a fixed hostility. 
Hence, the gradual move towards 
greater suavity and unction is splic- 
ing the sales message into the pro- 
gram. In other words, the pill must 
be enclosed in a capsule. 


WRIGLEY CLAIMS CAN. 
GOV'T COPPED STARS 


Ottawa, Oct. 9. 

William Wrigley Co. threw a 
bombshell in government and 
broadcasting circles by publicly 
charging the Canadian Radio Com- 
mish had stolen its radio stars after 
it had buflt up their reputations on 
the air and that the air tribunal 
had pirated the Canadian Wrigley 
continuity of last season. 

Wrigley people announced they 
were ready to spend $60,000 on a 
new series of network programs to 
start at an early date, but before 
undertaking the campaign assur- 
ance was wanted from the Com- 
mish that the alleged lifts would 
not be repeated. 

It was publicly claimed that the 
Wrigley Co. had spent $100,000 in 
building up its broadcasts, only to 
have the government Commish take 
the works without credit. The dec- 
laration was made that the Com- 
mish had used public funds to grab 
the stars, and Wrigley was unable 
to meet this competition. 

Wrigley announced it would pro- 
vide employment for 40 new artists, 
musicians and others in the new 
program but it wanted ‘hands off’ 
insofar as the government is con- 
cerned. 

This is the latest upset for the 
unhappy tribunal. A Federal in- 
vestigation into the charges will 
probably result even before Parli- 
ment sits in January. 


Lady Esther Shows 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

With three programs with Wayne 
King band on NBC, the Lady Es- 
ther program adds another ride, 
this tim v.ith Columbia, and still 
using the Wayne King organiza- 
tion. 

Negotiations had been on for 
some time for a new show, exact 
talent choice having held up final 
decision. Stack-Gobel here handles 
Lady Esther stuff. 

Contract calls for a 13-week 
minimum. Also understood that 
the Lady Esther company is now 
planning a fourth show for Wayne 
King on NBC, 

















Ferrin Fraser Leaves, 
Still Writes for CBS 


Ferrin Fraser is out as continuity 
editor for CBS. With his departure 
the web has revised its entire writ- 
ing setup, retaining only the rou- 
tine continuity men on the payroll. 
Under the new policy if the net- 
work wants a special series of dra- 
matization written the assignment 
will be given to an outsider. In 
line with this idea, Fraser, though 
off the CBS personne! list, is still 
doing the continuity for the Triple 
Bar-X show, the Carson Robison 
sustainer. 

Fraser came in as_ continuity 
ed about eight months ago. Author- 
ity delegated him had him also su- 
pervising the dramatic production 
department headed by Marion R. 
Parsonnett. With Fraser’ gone 
Parsonnett steps in as director of 
continuity also. 





Ray’s New Assignment 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 
Bill Ray of the NBC press de- 
partment will take over the duties 
of Hal Totten when the latter moves 
to the program department to assist 
Sidney Strotz. 





Ray has been handling general 
assignments under Al Williamson. 


EQUITY SEEKS 
FACTS ABOUT 
RADIO 


Actors Equity now making its sece 
ond attempt to get into radio. Rep-« 
resentatives of the association down 
in Washington on the NRA radio 
code, while a committee is work- 
ing on survey of radio actors’ con- 
ditions. 

Survey wants to answer these 
questions about z:xdio workers: how 
many performers are now working 
on radio programs both sustaining 
and commercial? What are the ap- 
proximate hours they work per 
week? How many rehearsals are 
usually necessary fcr each program 
and are the performers paid for 
them and at what rate? How many 
auditions are usually given before 
a program is bought? Are the per- 
formers paid for these auditions and 
how much? 

Equity made a similar survey 
about three years ago when the as- 
sociation made its first attempt to 
crash the ether. 


RADIO’S INT'L MEDIUM 
TO DATE IS WAX 


Recent efforts to extend the fron- 
tiers of spot (wax) broadcasting to 
Porto Rico, Argentine, Peru, Bolivia, 
Chile, and Australia mark practic- 
ally the first international develop- 
ment in radio. Heretofore and pre- 
dominately radio has been 100% of, 
for, and by the people of its own 
wavelengths. 

Radio has yet to import a star or 
performer from a foreign country. 
In this it markedly diverges from 
the practices of pictures, vaudeville, 
legitimate, circuses, and cafes. Of 
course, all radio performers over 
here are not Americans. There are 
numerous Canadians, a few English, 
a lot of German and Italian musi- 
cians, some French, Spanish and 
Russian singers, even a couple of 
Japanese, and enoygh Irish tenors 
to drown Mother Machree., 

Not one of the Canadians is on 
the American radio because they 
were discovered on Dominion pro- 
grams and imported. Nor is there 
known any instance of an American 
entertainer being imported into 
Canada, although Yanks have broad- 
cast in the northern bailiwick. 

Foreign languages are a natural 
barrier to an international radio, 
These are strengthened by the vari- 
ous types of control ranging from 
wide open advertising sponsorship 
as in America to the assorted mon- 
opolies of Europe and the undiluted 
propaganda of Russia, Germany, 
France, and Austria. In Europe the 
radio is international only in a 
politically offensive manner through 
hurling insults or taunts across 
frontiers. 

While it is tae custom of each 
nationality to lavishly fete visiting 
officials of foreign radio industries, 
as witness recent American salutes 
to English, Australian, and Dutch 
officials, this is about the only con- 
tact the various national broadcast- 
ing groups have had. International 
radio meetings have been entirely 
on engineering matters. 

Former head man of German 
radio committed suicide when the 
Hitler regime came in. 


WCAH’s Staff Shifts 


Columbus ,Oct. 9. 


Radio station WCAH, only chain 
station in Columbus, a link of the 
CBS group, has been sold to Fred 
A. Palmer, local ad man, who is 
said to have had newspaper back- 
ing to make the purchase. 3ert 
Williams has been named program 
and music director for the station 
under its new setup. 

Other staff changes are expected 
to follow, with the station, of 
course, maintaining its chain out- 
let. Williams already is at work 
planning entirely new layouts for 
the local broadcasts. 














JACK LITTLE TOURING 


CBS Artists Bureau has framed 
a 12-piece band around Little Jack 
Little and is sending the act on a 
tour of one-nighter dance dates 
through New England starting this 
Wednesday (11). Little himself will 
do the maestroing for the combo. 

Unit has booked also a week's 
stand at the Met, Boston, beginning 
Oct. 27. 
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Radio Opens Carolina Town to 
Sunday Sports—Maybe Films 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 9. 

Radio station WBT has given 
Charlotte Sunday baseball and 
football, and is now _ cracking 
through the community’s iron-clad 
sabbatarian shell for Sunday 
movies. 

It’s done with the station’s ‘Man 
on the Street’ program, a Saturday 
afternoon feature. Charlotte and 
the south goes for this program in 
a big way and after a solid year it 
sticks at the top of the program list 
in popularity. 

Grady Cole, newscaster, button- 
holes men and women from all 
walks and all classes of life on the 
sidewalk in front of the Wilder 
building, where the station’s stu- 
dios are housed. A question involv- 
ing the most pertinent news of the 
day is put. Each program aver- 
ages 20 interviews. The buttonhole 
mike is used. 

After 90% of those selected at 
random were found to favor Sun- 
day sports, the city council gave in 
to it. Now Sunday movies are up, 
with 22 of 24 men interviewed Sat- 
urday favoring their showing. 





NAB Personalities 


White Sulphur Springs, Oct. 9. 

Ad agency delegates attending the 
NAB convention here include: 

Margaret Jessup of McCann- 
Erickson, Hubbell Robinson of 
Young and Rubican, C. E. Midgeley 
of Batten,. Barton, and M. A. Hol- 
lins of Campbell Ewald. 


Among members who. brought 
their fraus are Jack Van Valenken- 
burg, KMOX, St. Louis,; G. A. Rich- 
ards, WJR, Detroit; Earl Gammons, 
wcco, Minneapolis; William 
Schudt, WBT, Charlotte: Dr. Leon 
and T. J. Levy, WCAU, Philly; Al- 
fred McCosker, William Hedges, 
KDKA. 

ted outfit sported by John Shep- 
ard proved the convention's chief 
amazement though the Yankee net- 
work head man lost the NAB’s golf 
championship to Dr. Leon Levy. His 
gleanings from sidebets on links 
consoled in big way. 


CBS gladhanding taken care here 
by Meff Runyan, Sam Pickard, John 
Karol, Henry Bellows, while NBC 
had this duty filled by Frank Rus- 
sell, Fred Weber, Donald Withy- 
comb. 

Leo Fitzgerald, WJR, kept to his 
room first two days of convention 
due to illness. 





Conspicuously absent around the 
meet were radio sets. Not one heard 
going throughout Greenbrier hotel. 


Judge Ira Robinson among those 
attending. Convention attendance 
numbering 202 biggest in NAB his- 
tory. 


Don Bernard to CBS 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Don Bernard completes the cir- 
cuit by this week, going on the Co- 
lumbia System payroll here under 
the tag of musical production man- 
ager. 

Bernard was originally with NBC 
here as production chief, but was 
lately associatec with the Hays- 
MeFarlanc agency as radio expert 


PROBERT OFF WMCA 
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TSK, TSK, TSK 


Chase & Sanborn Slap Back at 


Armour Lifts 


While Armour is accusing Chase 
& Sanborn of lifting the 
butler idea of Phil Baker in Jimmy 
Durante’s airpourings, those 
ciaed with the coffee program are 
talking back. 

They say that Baker has in the 
last few weeks been using a Rus- 
sian, similar to Rubinoff, and a 
screwy country idea, both done on 
the air before by Eddie Cantor, 
who doesn’t care who uses his ma- 
terial once he’s through with it. 


master- 


asso- 





Company Union 
NBC Solution 
For Mikemen 


Oct. 9. 
Organizing radio technicians have 

agreed to accept tne company union 

set forward by NBC, and are to elect 


temporary officers and draw up a 
constitution for network approval 
this week. 

Still maintaining their A. F. of L. 
affiliation, however, they state, since 
IBEW presented their code to Sol 
Rosenblatt in Washington last 
week. 

Technicians’ unionization has giv- 
en an idea to announcers and prc- 
ducers, too, who are buzzing around 
with plans, but nothing definite so 
far. 


San Francisco, 





NBC LEAVING WCFL 
WHEN ABS ARRIVES 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Affiliation with NBC will end for 
WCFL, local Federation of Labor 
outlet, about the first of the year. 
This is figured about the time the 
station will hookup for the Ed 
Wynn ABS chain. Now waiting for 
the Wynn chain to extend out to 
this part of the country. 

WCFL has been taking NBC day- 
time sustaining accounts. 

Work is advancing on the new 
transmitter for WCFL, located at 
Downers Grove. With the new 
transmitter WCFL will climb from 
1,500 watts to 5,000. 


Baseball Gossip Runs 
During Winter Spell 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

John O’Hara starts his Hot Stove 
League program for the Ralph At- 
lass station WIND next week with 
the Prima beer company bankroll- 
ing. Gossip of baseball inside stuff 
and will run until the 1934 baseball 
season gets started. 

Program was formerly on WJKS, 
old station usurped by WIND. 
Green, Fulton and Cunnygham 
agency in the case. 


Analyzer Plagiarized 
Los Angeles, 
infringement of 
Graphogram’ chart of 


Oct. 9. 
Charging 
copyrighted 


his | 


| 
4 
| 


+ 


SURVEYS PROVE 





| of all, surveys have been 


| ‘don't take our word for it, but look 
|system in the business world. 


Tom Probert is out of WMCA!handwriting character anal:sis, <A 
where he produced his ‘Portraits’|Henry Silver Tuesday (3) filed 
for about 60 weeks of which 59 | $250,000 damage complaint in Fed- 
were sustaining, sans compensa-|/eral Court here against Ben Jaffe, | 
tion. Probert then went to WODA,|the Jafozgraph Company of America 


Paterson, until recalled by the new 


;and 


radio broadcasting station 


WMCA regime, Federal Broadcast- | KNX. 


ing System, headed by Jack Adams. 
Probert and Junie Adams, 


the | against 


an 


nination of 


Plaintiff demands 
further 


disse! 


prez’s brother, had some differences | the Jafograph system on the ground 


subsequently. 


of class similarity. 


injunction | 
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Standard Brands, Pepsodent, G.M. 


Biggest Advertisers on Webs 


+ 





Those Charts Scrutinized 
with Plenty of Skepticism, 
but Chartism as Institu- 
tion Firmly Established— 
Question Is to Make 
Surveys Beyond Suspicion 


FEW SUPPRESSED 


They’re still surveying radio, top 
and bottom, east, west, Oshkosh 
and Manhattan, wax, webs, morn- 
ing, noon and night. And all the 
resulting charts, graphs, pics, tables 
and algebraic formulas from these 
manifold, widespread, and never- 
ending surveys constitute probably 
the greatest mass of indigestible 
semi-scientific half-truths ever as- 
sembled in one filing cabinet. 

All the charts and graphs are 
true—as far as they go. They prove 
a given point providing the other 
fellow’s survey isn’t placed in jux- 
taposition. These competitive sur- 
veys are the deadly parallels of 
radio, one cancelling the other and 
all casting grave doubt on the ve- 
racity and dependability of sur- 
veys in general. 

Advertising agencies and adver- 
tisers accustomed to surveys from 
publications expect them and get 
them from radio. Indeed the sur- 


vey is a device for solidifying in- 
tangible values in a vast unseen 
market. Even the skeptics must in 


the end rely upon surveys. Not to 
discard but to improve the _ re- 
liability of surveys is the goal of 
the future. Already the technique 
has been severely criticized and 
partly improved. 

But the great absurdity of all 
surveys remains the fact that the 
survey is paid for by the most in- 
terested party. And they almost 
always manage to prove what they 
are supposed to prove. 

This, of course, is not an im- 
peachment of the surveyors who 


honestly gather information and 
honestly collate’ facts. Shadow 
resting upon the survey is. the 
party doing the interpretation of 


the facts and figures and the logic 
of their basic assumptions. In 
other words the missing half of the 
story is apt to be the really impor- 
tant chapter. 

Advertising circles will recall the 
classic story of the high-salaried 
copy experts who were shown a 
number of newspaper campaigns 
concerning whose effectiveness in 
selling goods there was ample evi- 
dence. Could the copy experts 
coldly pick the advertisements that 
had best succeeded? No, they 
couldn't. They flopped miserably 
in putting the finger on the copy 
that had worked. But an obscure 
nobody in one of the agencies with 
a dreamy sort of personality could 
and did correctly guess the copy 
that sold because he thought in 
terms of the general public of 
which he was a very real part. 
High-salaried lads lacked the abil- 
ity to think like the people they 
were trying to sell. 

And, of course, this is funda- 
mentally the reason for surveys. 
It's trying to prove by outside in- 
vestigation what the wisest ad- 
vertising minds realize is tough 
guessing. Out of the confusion and 
intangibility that marks all adver- 
tising, and radio perhaps even most 
born and 


have grown into the most elaborate | 





Jolson Goes—Stays to Suit Him- 


another 
Kraft-Phenix Products. 
binds for that many performances 
whether he does them consecutively 
or lays off for his picture making. 
Under a master contract K-P 
an option on Jolson’s air services 
for 40 weeks out of 52, dating 1rom 
July 26. 


merely constituted a gesture of tak- 
ing up the second 13-week option. 
Jolson, despite the renewal, is still 
free to absent himself from the pro- 
gram 


ish on NBC shortly and busy au- 
ditioning. 
far, with the Buddy Rogers orches- 
tra particularly hot. 


some years on ether dises spotted 
throughout the midwest by the Na- 


| terminate 


SIGNED BUT UNFETTERED 


self 


Al Jolson has put his signature to 
13-week contract with 
Agreement 


has 


Exchange of signatures last week 


for 12 weeks on a_ week’s 


notice. 


Supreme Court 
Is to Define 
Radio Libel 





Lincoln, Oct. 9. 

Nebraska Supreme Court has re- 
called its recent dismissal of the 
KFAB-Sorenson libel action. Case 
will now go to the United States 
Supreme Court as a test case to es- 
tablish station liability for libelous 
statements made by _— speakers. 
KFAB case grew out of a political 
speech made by a local attorney at- 
tacking C. A. Sorenson, the attor- 
ney-general. 

National Assn. of Broadcasters 
has actively interested itself in the 
suit and was instrumental in get- 
ting the Nebraska jurists to let na- 
ture take its course on to Wash- 
ington. 

It is hoped to have radio libel de- 
fined within the next six months. 





POSTUM SPONSOR FOR 
SOUTH POLE SHOWS 


Postum will sponsor the first three 
CBS broadcasts by Admiral Byrd 
from the Antarctic. The general 
foods product, from the reported 
deal, has the right to cancel after 
the first broadcast. 

First option, in the event Postum 
walks, is held by Jacob Ruppert, 
New York brewer, who is partly 








Buddy Rogers Up for 
Plough Co. on NBC 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 
Plough cosmetic planning a flour- 


Favoring a band idea so 
Plough’s has been on the air for 


tional Radio outiit. 


Miss So-and-So Weds 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 9. 
A romance of the air waves that 
had its inception here a couple of 
years ago at a station WWSW will 
Oct. 21 in the marriage 


With the windup of the first nine 
months, Standard Brands was hold- 


ing the lead as radio’s biggest 
spender for 1933. Pepsodent, which 
the food packer passed by several 


months ago, is running a backward 
second, Though the first of Oct. 
had it rated as third among the big 
advertisers, General Motors through 
the six nights a week campaign it 
starts in a few weeks over some 65 
CBS stations gives indication of 
moving into the deuce niche by the 
end of the current year. 

In comparison of time expendi- 
tures for the initial nine months of 
1933 Standard Brands has a margin 
of around $110,000 over Pepsodent. 
So far this year the victual distribu- 
tor has contributed over $1,350,000 
to the networks alone, while the 
drug and cosmetic manufacturer 
has spent on this score to date bet- 
ter than $1,240,000. General Motors, 
next in the ranking, has for the 
initial three quarters of 1933 dis- 
bursed over $800,000 for chain facili- 


ties and another $225,000 for spot 
broadcasting. 
Radio’s 10 top spenders for the 


January to October stretch of this 
year are Standard Brands (C & §& 
Coffee and Tea, Fleischmann yeast, 
Royal Gelatine), Pepsodent, General 
Foods (Maxwell House Coffee, Dia ay 
mond Salts, Post Toasties, Postum),~* 
Liggett & Myers (Chesterfield), 
General Mills, American Tobacco 
(Lucky Strike), Wrigley Gum, Wan- 
der Co. (Ovaltine), and Philco. 

At the end of the same nine 
months in 1932 American Tobacco 
had the lead and those following 
were Liggett & Myers, Standard 
Brands, Pepsodent, General Motors, 
General Foods, Swift & Co. A & P 
Stores, General Mills, and Procter 
& Gamble. 


500-Watter Proud Alma 
Mammy to Five Alumni 
Going Places on Air 


Fairmont, W. Va., Oct. 9. 

From station WMMN, Fairmont, 
they go up to the big leagues of radio 
broadcasting. Holland E. Engle, 
new CBS program director in Chi- 
cago, started his radio career at 
WMMN. Scott Wiseman, better 
known as Skyland Scotty, now 
broadcasting over WLS, Chicago, 
started on the «ther at WMMN. 

Glenn Beerbower, former station 
engineer of WMMN, now is with 
RCA Victor, installing stations, 
with headquarters in Chicago. 
Tommy Fisher is another WMMN 
graduate now with RCA Victor, and 
he’s in Kansas City doing technical 
work. Herb Morrison, former 
WMMN announcer, now is an- 
nouncing at the Milford, Kans., stu- 
dio of station XER. He's studio di- 
rector also. 





Noonan May Scram ABS 


Tom Noonan, the ‘Bishop of 
Chinatown,’ who contracted to 
broadcast his Rescue Mission on 
Doyers street via the Amalgamated 
Broadcasting System, is planning to 


take it away from that regional 
chain. Noonan and his manager, 


Cliff Clifton, are vexed at the limit- 
ed outlets, claiming too great a dif- 
ficulty for reaching any audience ing 
the metropolitan sector. 


Noonan was on WMCA previous- 
ly and also had Adams Hats fer a 
time as a commercial sponsor. 





° e |of Walter Sickles, WWSW _ an- 

Melton Opposite Jeritza nouncer and composer, and Alice | 

| McCorkle, of the So-and-Spg Trio, | 
— 1of WCAE. 

James Melton is quitting the Re vn 7 Pair met when Sickles encour- 
elers to go it alone. Frank Parker, | aged So-and-So’s, then they broke | 
another NBC tenor, replaces him in| into the radio game at WWSW.| 
the quartet, which otherwise re-| Later, the girls won a Paul White- | 
mains as is. ;}man audition here and after that 

NBC is spotting Melton in legit | moved over to the larger station 

s the male lead opposite Jeritza | They'll continue in their respec- | 
4in a forthcoming Shubert musical.| tive jobs after a short honeymoon 


|_Mary McCormick’s $500 


Chicage Oct 

Mary MeCormick auditioning for 
radio accounts 

Aski1 pr e is $560 per program 
With twe how weekly figured. On 
the show that is hottest Miss (Prin- 
cess M'dvar McCormick is teamed 
with Rudolph Ganz, the symphony 
conductor whose salary also rates 
1 $56 t t Week Ii\ 

‘7 


$8 LS 

















Pe ee De ee 

















fam 


$4 VARIETY 


RADIO REPORTS 





Tuesday, October 10, 1933 





$<» 





SATURDAY NOW 
OKE—SPONSORS 


By one of those shifts, Saturday 
nite has become a hot radio eve- 
ning. Long reputationed as a sluffo 
dial session on the sound theory 
that the Saturday nite boys and 
girls have more compelling inter- 
ests than ether on their minds, com- 
mercial sponsors shied from sub- 
sidizing time on that day. 

Through a booking condition and 
other circumstances, Saturday has 
become one of the best program 
evenings of the week. As the Terra- 
Plane (Hudson-Essex) sponsors’ 
maestro, B. A. Rolfe logrolled, his 
‘welcome’ back (in a speechlet) to 
Jack Pearl and the new Leo Reis- 
man show (None Such Mince Meat) 
is great stuff for all concerned. The 
more good shows that night the 
more concentrated fan attention, 
and that’s what the sponsor wants. 

An idea of twirling the dials for 
the major stations can start at 7:30 
p.m. for example with the Kings 
Beer show on WABC including Jane 
Fromanh, Charles Carlile, Freddy 
Berrens orchestra and, as in this 
case, John J. McGraw guest artist. 


At 8 p.m. Connie Boswell’s song- 
ology on the CBS major link vies 
with another beer show featur- 


ing Ray Perkins, Shirley Howard. 
Louis A. Whitten and a guest band 
—this time the crack Henry King 
combo from the snooty Hotel Pierre 
—on behalf of Liebmann’s Rhein- 
gold brew. 

That’s become a canny show un- 
der Whitten and the Hanff-Metzger 
agency’s grooming. Perkins’ style 
is smart, fly and sophisticated, but 
not too much so. Miss Howard’s 
songs are in the popular vein. The 
idea of switching from class hotel 
to another is smart, utilizing the 
aura of a swank hostelry or nitery 
as setting for the script. The Wal- 
dorf, Central Park Casino, Biltmore 
and now the Pierre have “been in 
Sequence. It’s a great break for the 

tel. In fact, the manner in which 

1e debutante season at the Pierre 
was plugged the hotel could almost 
have been a co-sponsor along with 
the beer product. 

The nervous dial-twitchers, at 
8:15-8:45 p.m. Saturday nights have 
Elder Solomon Lightfoot Michaux’s 
colored congregation from the banks 
of the Potomac to give them an 
idea of Dixie revival hey-hey. That’s 
still one of the most naturai pro- 
grams on the air. Elder Michaux 
undoubtedly bedevils Satan in all 
sincerity but his flock yeah-mans 
and verifies the gospel in most en- 
tertaining hotcha manner. 

At 8:30-9 p.m., throygh the fa- 
cilities of the Canadian Radio Com- 
mission and the NBC, from Mon- 
treal, comes a charming Anglo- 
French program featuring Caro 
Lamoureux, soprano. Ludovic Huot, 
tenor, and a crack orchestra that 
plays continental music like only 
French Canucks probably could. 

A switch to WABC brings in the 
exotic and very hey-nonny-nonny 
Gertrude Niesen’s’ ultra - modern 
songology for 15 minutes from 8:45 
p.m. onwards. 

Then at 9-9:30 Baron Munchausen 
Jack Pearl, back on the air again, 
with the same formula of advertis- 
ing pattern. Formerly the biggest 
commercial hour on the air, Lucky 
Strike is now a half hour and quite 
formula with its statistical manner 
of plugging the tobacco product. 

Pearl and Cliff Hall, his straight, 
do their fantastic punstering in now 
familiar manner which probably 
evidences to the sponsors an im- 

mediate necessity to switch the 
character or take him far afield into 
new channels. Al Goodman's or- 
chestra, of course, is tops. The 
band is among radio's ultra-ultra 
and under the new auspices fur- 
ther fortified by vocalists via the 
De Marco Sisters, Robert -‘Simmons, 
tenor, and the Leaders quartet, but 
otherwise no vocal soloing. 

Right on its heels comes a new 
and expert half hour by Leo Reis- 
man, Yacht Club Boys and Vivien 
Ruth, a new voice on the air, from 
9:30-10 p.m. WEAF-NBC, and on 
top of that B. A. Rolfe’s Terraplane 
orchestra for another half hour, 
making it obvious why the maestro 
mildly welcomed-back the preceding 
artists. 

A switch from Rolfe to WABC 
brings in another new ‘un, George 
Jessel (see Radio Reports) with a 
corking half hour variety mer. : 

el. 


- tis ee 
TOWN & COUNTRY SHOP 
Fashions, Music 

COMMERCIAL 

WGL, Ft. Wayne 

Station has gone out of its way 
to acquire talent for this fashion 
program. It is understood shop 
sponsoring the quarter hour wants 
nothing but the best, so as to get 
away from the usual monotony. 

First note of distinction is Herbert 
Butterfield, director of community 
theatre group. Connie Beaver, 
former theatre pianist, comes in sec- 
ond. 

A tenor billed as the Serenader 
sings twice. Announcer, whe.trails 
in with the station label, sounds flat 
after Butterfield’s clearcut diction. 


GEORGE JESSEL 

with Vivian Van, Eton Boys and 
Freddie Rich’s Orchestra 
Comedy, Songs, Music 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 


11 p.m. on WABC-CBS of the first 


start for George Jessel and his sup- 
porting talent. Coming at a good 
hour, the show should get better- 
than-usual Saturday nite attention 
and, on its merit, because of the 
basic ingredients, soon capture pub- 
lic interest. 

Again it evidences, as with Cohan, 
Cantor, Jolson, et al., that the tran- 
sition of stage showmanship to the 
mike fast asserts itself. Jessel’s 
stage presence and personality, with 
an easy, natural, homely manner of 
working—ringing in his momma, the 
telephone business, the recalcitrant 
kid brother, the captious conferen- 
cier, et al.—got across the ether 
waves with the same telling effec- 
tiveness as Jessel was wont to milk 
his Keith and Orpheum audiences 
(remember ?). 

Fittingly enough, Jessel explains 
that he’s not been on the air fora 
year and when the pseudo-Freddie 
Rich seeks to further retard his re- 
turn, it makes for a bright send-off. 
That ‘pseudo’ is used advisedly, 
Rich’s orchestra actually officiating, 
but an obvious announcerial sub- 
stitute voice officiating in the foil- 
ing and straighting for Jessel. 
There's a lot of fly stuff there- 
after, including a crack about saying 
‘hello to Ida and the five children’ 
(referring to the Cantor family) 
that seemed to go big with the visi- 
ble audience at the Carnegie Cham- 
ber Music Hall, from whence these 
Jessel half hours will be staged Sat- 
urday nights. 

The telephone pattern is merely 
a familiar setting for some new 
stuff, all highly effective. That gag 
about Epstein will probably get 
around fast, 

In between Jessel vocalizing ‘Talk 
of the Town’ ‘My Mom’ (his theme 
song is ‘My Mother's Eyes,’ from a 
pioneering talker which he made 
years ago) and Vera Van, the Eton 
Boys and the Rich orchestra like- 
wise get in their innings. The Etons’ 
vocal rendition of ‘Tiger Rag,’ with 
words, was particularly outstanding. 
Miss Van likewise registered with 
‘This Time It’s Love,’ ‘Shanghai Lil,’ 
etc. The top-off, a repeat poetic 
rendition of ‘Me and Mike’ was 
deftly utilized for fan-mail catching, 
with a casual offer to mail a copy 
to those interested. The poem is 
okay stuff for the ether trade and 
the casual manner of mentioning it 
was wise, since it was not an obvi- 
ous bid for kind mail applause. 


CBS is said to have Jessel under a 
year’s contract for a build-up. That 
may be the answer to lots of things 
about radio—its recognition that it 
must go after worthy talent and 
groom new stars. Jessel sounds a 
cinch, Abel. 


CHICAGO NBC JAMBOREE 
With Don McNeil, Arthur and Flor- 
ence Lake, Edward Davies, Irene 

Beasley, Morin Sisters, Harold 

Stokes Orch. 

30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

Radio’s typical ffiller-inner is 
called a ‘jamboree’ a name dating 
back to the earlier days of broad- 
casting when sponsorship was rare 
and time was plentiful. A jamboree 
might run_ indefinitely. It was 
strictly a pinch-hitting proposition 
and generally called for everybody 
around the studio to participate. It 
was the ideal opportunity for re- 
citing ‘Boots’ or singing ‘Mandalay.’ 
This Chicago NBC jamboree is 
about as good or as bad as the jam- 
boree average. 

It is bad because the attempts 
at nonsense are. To Don McNeil, 
an agreeable personality, falls the 
test of courage, trying to be funny 
on the radio. McNeil leads the crew 
in a type of nonsense about as close 
to genuine nonsense as number 
nine carbon copy is to the original 
letter. 

Certain of the tricks of Bob 
Benchley, Fred Allen, Stephen Lea- 
cock, Corey Ford, Lewis Carroll, and 
that tribe of mnonsense-spinners 
have been noted but the application 
lacks the essential ingredient of the 
natural mental gymnast. In conse- 
quence the persiflage in Dishwater 
Manor manages to be silly rather 
than funny. 

There is excellence in the singing 
and in Harold Stokes slick orches- 
tral support. Thus NBC leaves a 
good impression during the inter- 
ludes between the groans. that 
should be laughs. Irene Beasley, 
emigre from Manhattan on an NBC 
ticket of leave, stood out. She must 
be fairly free of competition in her 
particular line around the Windy 
City. Edward Davies is a staff 
basso and always good. Morin Sis- 
ters harmonizing also dependable. 

An added team was Arthur and 
Florence Lake, film juves, lately in 
vaudeville. They did a couple of 
minutes before the mike along the 
lines of their footlight gagging. And 
a cute introduction to radio plus 
the advantage of brevity. Chicago 
NBC has evidently established the 
studio jamboree as a fixed Saturday 





night show. * Land, 


Premiere Saturday night at 10:30- | 


of a new series was an auspicious |} 





2d Reviews 





Upon request and for suffi- 
cient reasons not connected 
with vanity or publicity-seek- 
ing, Varigry will re-review any 
radio program, This policy is 
in fairness to programs that 
may be caught under bad con- 
ditions or where changes have 
been made and a supplement- 
ary review is warranted. 

Advertising agencies  fre- 
quently request VARIETY to 
re-review a show after its in- 
itial shortcomings have been 
recognized and corrected. 











‘LITTLE ITALY’ 
With, Hiram Brown, 

Ned Wever, Rose Kean, 

Corn, John Bartley 
Twice-Weekly Script 
15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Delaware, Lackawanna & West- 
ern Coal company is using an un- 
usual slant. It is going into the 
east side of New York and drama- 
tizing the intra-family conflict be- 
tween the foreign-born and Ameri- 
can-born generations of an Italian 
brood. This appears to be a defi- 
nite effort to reach the Italian popu- 
lation and foreign colonies gener- 
ally. Albany, Baltimore, Boston, 
3uffalo, Harrisburg, Hartford, New 
York, Philadelphia, Providence, 
Rochester and Syracuse are tied in 
on a regional hook-up. 

‘Rise of the Goldbergs’ is, of 
course, a possible precedent, and 
individual stations here and there 
have had local programs of strong 
racial trend, but this is sufficiently 
unusual to be interpreted as signifi- 
cant of network advertisers going 
after the sub-divisions within the 
nation. It does not follow that only 
Italians will like the Moreno fam- 
ily any more than the audience of 
the ‘Goldbergs’ is limited to the 
Yiddish public; yet essentially the 
theme of ‘Little Italy’ is not univer- 
sal because the problems of the 
Moreno family are not the problems 
of all America. Generally adver- 
tisers seeking to tap racial groups 
have used wax instead of the webs. 
So the effectiveness of this program 
will form an interesting argument 
either way. 

In quality ‘Little Italy’ listens like 
above average for scripts While 
there isn’t much action, there is a 
good deal of plausible humanity 
packed into the 15 minutes, Hiram 
Brown is the rugged pater of the 
family. His ideas of right and 
wrong collide rather violently with 
the free and easy casualness of his 
U. S. A.-reared children. Brown is 
also the author. In both capacities 
he reveals talent. His dialog is nat- 
ural and his dialect is not too thick. 
Children speak without any accent 
whatever. By this use of sound the 
characters are etched with consid- 
erable vividness. 

It is a reasonable guess that mul- 
tiplied thousands of families whose 
roots are still moist with Europe 
will listen to ‘Little Italy’ sympa- 
thetically. That portion of the pub- 
lic that is ostentatiously native 
stock may of course sneer, but this 
gets down to fine distinctions more 
for the sociologist than the adver- 
tiser. 

Advertising plug is brief and re- 
strained, confined almost entirely to 
John Bartley’s simple suggestions. 
Only criticism here, and that may 
not be valid, is that Bartley’s ultra 
vocal style is obviously Harvardish. 
Is it entirely appropriate to a pro- 
gram entitled ‘Little Italy,’ or would 
a more chummy side-street manner 
get further? That question will be 
answered by the results. Land, 


CUBAN POLITICAL MESSAGE 
with Pres. Grau San Martin, Ful- 
gencio Batista, Ruben Leon, and 
the Cuban Army Band 
Havana Pick-up 
Sustaining 
WEAF, New York 
American State Department re- 
ported okaying these broadcasts, 
with the obvious motive on both 
sides, Cuban and American, to use 
the important propaganda instru- 
mentality of the radio to pour oil 
upon the troubled waters. This type 
of thing always appeals to NBC. It 
supports their assertions of devoting 
much time and attention to educa- 
tional matters and identifies them 
with national affairs to the exclusion 
of purely mercenary programs. 
Picked up from the Cuban Tele- 
phone Company offices in Havana 
the program came through very well 
on the engineering end. Not as 
good as programs picked up in the 
States, of course, and the clarity 
also partly befogged by the imper- 
fect English of the Cuban officials, 
but still serving its purposes. 
Cuban rhumbas mixed in with 
politics seemed an odd combination, 
but a likely combination to hold 
American listeners. A representa- 
tive of Havana _ students, Ruben 
Leon, completely over-estimated the 
mentality and influence in U. S. A. 
of college students. He addressed 
his salutations to the matriculates 
of America, who probably were dis- 
cussing football over their cocktails 
at the moment. 


Ruth Yorke, 
Alfred 





An interest sample of the non- 
commercial side of radio. Land. 





OLSEN and JOHNSON 
With Harry Sosnick Orch, Doring 

Sisters, King’s Jesters 
Comedy Revue 
30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Olsen and Johnson program for 
Swift produced by the J. Walter 
Thompson agency is the ‘Follies’ of 
all Chicago broadcasting shows. It 
has class, comedy, speed, and tem- 
poed with a showmanship touch 
that would do credit to any Broad- 
way producer. This is one radio 
show that is legitimate show busi- 
ness and could play to the public 
for a regular admission. 

In the 30 minutes the Swift show 
rides over CBS there’s comedy of 
all types, crossfire, business and 
hoke; there’re solo and ensemble 
warbling by femmes and men, band 
numbers, piano specialties, all paced 
to blend into each other and build 
to a climax. 

Olsen and Johnson show idea on 
the air is built around a newspaper 
called the Comedy News of which 
O. & J. are the editors. This makes 
for a tie-in with buyers in the Swift 
meat stores throughout the country, 
the Swift meat dealers giving away 
copies of the four-page comedy rag. 

On the show with the headliners 
is the Harry Sosnick orchestra with 
Sosnick doing a piano solo, there 
are the Doring Wisters trio for their 
vocal cooing, also giving a new 
twist to commercial plugging by do- 
ing a melody limerick reciting the 
sales lines, all of which are centered 
on Swift’s Brookfield butter. 

On the show Is an act under a 
long-term NBC contract and booked 
on this Columbia system show 
through the NBC Artists Bureau. 
On this program the act is known 
as the Premium Quartet. 

On Friday nights when the Swift 
show goes on the air the Olsen and 
Johnson legit ‘Take a Chance’ starts 
at 9:30 at the Erlanger. The legit 
customers from 9 to 9:30 listen to 
the Swift show brought to them 
by loudspeakers. According to their 
contract with Swift, Olsen and 
Johnson must stay at least 13 weeks 
in town, their total time on the 
Swift show running 40 weeks. 


‘LEGEND OF AMERICA’ 

Herbert J. Biberman, Gale Sonder- 
gaard, Stephen Fox, Alyn Jos- 
lyn, Ted DiCorsia 

Drama 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 

Insight into the current level of 
columnist radio criticism may be 
obtained from the fact that two 
weekly samples of this series have 
already been released without ex- 
citing a single line of attention 
among the New York dailies. 
Through ‘The Legend of America’ 
presentation Herbert J. Biberman, 
who comes into the medium with 
a Theatre Guild rep, has _ estab- 
lished himself as the kingpin of 
dramatic show producers on the 
air. He’s so far ahead of the pa- 
rade that it perhaps will take the 
commercial* end of the trade, as it 
has the columnists, a long while 
to see or catch up with him. 

For the projection of atmos- 
pheric and kaleidoscopic effects in 
the telling of a radio story Biber- 
man is in a class by himself. The 
fine and swift blending in of one 
episode after another during the 
first installment of the ‘Legend of 
America’ series revealed a crafts- 
man of an order rarely known to 
radio. That first half hour seemed 
to have had too many historical 
events and personalities crowded 
into it for listener clarity, but the, 
thing as a whole moved along 
with enough dramatic color and 
smoothness of narrative to put 
over the general idea with a de- 
cisive wallop. 

Biberman’s welding together for 
the prelude fo his initial program 
of a mass of slogans whose mouth- 
ings had a major effect on the 
course of American history was an 
uncanny piece of dramatic sugges- 
tiveness. Atso scoring in his fa- 
vor was his method of weaving into 
sound effects and of painting a 
background with chants and mob 
murmur. In unfolding the story 
of America the Biberman produc- 
tion, with Earl Hildreth respon- 
sible for the original script, started 
back from the legend of Olav 
Ericson and his Norsemen and 
nimbly but graphically moving 
down through the centuries pa- 
raded the entry into the New York 
picture of such figures as Colum- 
bus, Cortez, Sir Francis Drake, etc. 

Biberman has taken over for 
himself the narrator role. He has 
also surrounded himself with a 
cast whose diction should make 
listening for the more fastidious 
ear a keen pleasure. But despite 
the high level of the production, 
the script's prose and the acting 
the series’ following will likely be 
a very limited one. Odec. 


PAULINE CARR and BETTY Mc- 
KENZIE 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 
Nice vocal team out of Chicago 
on an NBC hookup Friday morn- 
ings at 10:30-10:45 a.m., EST. 
They do pops in a pleasing morn- 
ing manner and undoubtedly get 
attention from the anti-recipe dial- 
inners. Abel. 








Studebaker PARADE OF CHAM. 
PIONS with Bing Crosby, Ruth 
Etting, Morton Downey, Willig 
and Eugene Howard, Ethel Barry - 
more, David Ross, Raymond Paige 
Orch., Jacques Renard Orch. 

60 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


inevitably must win a focused audi- 
ence. Studebaker approached its 
one-hour show with a week's pre- 
liminaries, in which each of the 
participating stars did a solo }15- 
minute appearance, one a night. At 
the conclusion of a week's artillery 
practice Studebaker’s big bertha 
was fired with the expectation, not 
foolish, that it would be a big noise, 
And undoubtedly it was. 


Apart from the confidence in radio 
that a contract such as this attests 
it bespeaks on Studebaker’s part a 
gambler’s willingness to risk big 
stakes for big winnings and a cer- 
tain broadness of vision that in 
show business they flatter with the 
name of showmanship. It was, all 
things considered, a showmanly en- 
tertainment that Columbia and 
Studebaker put together Thursday 
(5). 

Least effective were Willie and 
Eugene Howard, Their material was 
not only bad, but because they 
openend the performance it may 
have seemed worse. Singers were 
the strength of the revue with, how- 
ever, plenty of sweet music from 
Raymond Paige’s Pacific musikers 
and Jaques Kenard’s easterners. 
Program was an engineering job of 
first class efficiency with the several 
Sswitch-overs between L. A. and 
N. Y. and Detroit nicely handled 
and without a break anywhere. 


Crosby, Etting and Downey in 
their several vocal styles need no 
reviewing. Suffice that each con- 
firmed previous judgments by socko 
song-peddling. First two broadcast 
from L. A. 

Ethel Barrymore, who had pre- 
viously done Sir James Barrie's ‘12 
Pound Look’ for her Sept. 29 broad- 
cast from Detroit, and previously on 
the Fleischmann show, was more of 
name than an entertainment on the 
big show. That was a question again 
of material. She lacked a skit and 
she lacked a monolog, so she went 
back to St. Paul’s epistle to the 
Corinthians and delivered a Bibli- 
cal homily on charity in line with 
Pres. Roosevelt's recent talk. It was 
topical but so obviously a makeshift 
solution that all it provided in en- 
tertainment was a sample of the 
unique Barrymore accent. Unac- 
customed to speechifying as against 
regular acting, Miss Barrymore 
regulated her breathing poorly and 
the deadly microphone caught every 
palpitation. 

David Ross’ commercial was an 
okay job along stereotype lines, 
Probably Studebaker wanted that, 
Probably it’s the way it figures, the 
greatest number of cars can be 
sold, but why advertisers continue 
to prefer old school oratory to the 
modern rational discussion of a 
product’s good points will continue 
to baffle. Land. 


IPANA TROUBADOURS 

Helen Hayes, Fred Hufsmith, Frank 
Black, Dr. Rockwell, John Beals 

Drama, Comedy, Music 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


Ipana toothpaste returned to the 
network airlanes Wednesday (4) 
with a manner of putting on a va- 
riety show that bodes well for the 
new series, Behind the whole thing 
is a keen sense of showmanship. 
The dentifrice tries to get away 
from the standardized mode of rou- 
tining a stanza of this type and 
for the debut event it succeeded in 
turning out a package of auracular 
entertainment that contained more 
than one good pointer. Combined 
here was an air of breeziness and 
freshness, plus a distinctive knack 
for adapting material to the re- 
quirements of the mike. 

Blending and pacing was okay 
all the way through the half hour 
run. Preliminary patter between 
Helen Hayes and John Beals over 
a couple pictures they made to- 
gether was niftily edited and made 
to sound faultlessly natural. Later 
on in the program the dramatiza- 
tion of a scene from Metro’s ‘Night 
Flight’ packed a heavy sob punch 
and set down the Hayes personality 
as a first-rate clicker for air pur- 
poses. Impression she made here 
should help the film at the box- 
office. She gave 'em enough of @ 
sample to make ’em curious. 

Dovetailing of Dr. Rockwell into 
the show came as a sort of innova- 
tion. Had he not stayed so long 
the thing may have been described 
as the introduction of the person- 
ality trailer idea in radio. Contin- 
uity had him crashing into the pro- 
ceedings with the announcer-m.c., 
Ben Grauer, who here proved him- 
self a happy pick for this role, tak- 
ing Rockwell on for a _ cross-fire 
passage which pretended that the 
comic had come into the show a 
week too early. Next week’s was 
the program for which he had been 
booked. Whole thing sufficed to 
dish out a few laughs and at the 
same time whet the interest for 

tockwell’s subsequent appearance. 
Guesting with him on this session 
will be Fritzi Scheff, as announced 


(Continued on page 37) 
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New York 


Jerome Fenton, who toured with 
Sarah Bernhardt on her last two 
jaunts to the United States and re- 
cently guesting on @ program over 
way, lives in Saratoga Springs. 

General Electric local, with An- 
toinette Halstead, contralto, and a 
male quartet, now heard over WGY 
on Saturday night. Utica Club, 
commercial with Roger Sweet, 
tenor, and Marion Williams, shifted 
from Wednesday to Saturday even- 
ing on same station. 

‘Mystery Chef’ has_ resumed 
broadcoasting two mornings weekly 
over NBC for the Davis Baking 
Powder Co. 

Procter & Gamble using five-min- 
ute disc plugging a letter-writing 
contest for Oxydol. 

Cartoonist Thornton Fisher off 
WMCA 10 days to attend the N, A. 
B. convention in White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va. 

Carlos Deges arrived in N. Y. 
from Buenos Aires where he is fur- 
thering Conquest Alliance’s efforts 
to penetrate the latin market with 
radio discs. 

Leon A. Friedman has a number 
of shows on the air, produced by his 
advertising organization. Included 
are Jennie Goldstein in ‘problem- 
aire’ sketches, WMCA, Fridays at 
7.30 p.m.; Irish Echoes, under direc- 
tion of John McCormick, WINS, 
Monday, Wednesday and Fridays at 
6.15 p.m.; Children’s Newspaper of 
the Air’ WOR, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Fridays at 5 p.m.; Uncle Nick’s 
Radio Kindergarten (Nick Kenny), 
WMCA, Sundays 12.15 p.m. and 
Marilynn Mack, Sundays’ and 
Wednesdays, WMCA, 7.30 p.m., and 
WEAF, Sundays, 1 p.m, 

Len Gray, ‘Voice of the Compose’ 
on WRNY, N. Y., is looking for Jud 
Kline, co-author of a tune that Gray 
has a chance to place. 

Doug Coulter and Bill McCaffrey 
put on a heavy audition at the Polo 
Grounds, 

Arthur Tracy (Street Singer) due 
to fly back from a picture-making 
date on the west coast to play 
Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y., Oct. 13. 

Wall Street Brokers, WMCA, N. 
Y., want to make it a trio as soon 
as they can find a high tenor. 

Landt Trio and White’s p.a. say 
the NBC standbys are on the look- 
out for a chicken farm. 

Gregory (NBC) _ Stone’s latest 
ditty, ‘Brothers of Romany,’ goes 
on the Chappell-Harms list. 

Last week end (7) it was Mike 
Porter of the N. Y. ‘Journal’ that 
Johnny Johnstone took on that air 
ride to Cleveland. 


East 


Webster’s Old-Timers, playing 
music of by-gone days are back on 
the air over WDRC, Hartford. 

Bethany Girls over WDRC, Hart- 
ford, celebrate their first anniver- 
gary of hymnal music. 

Hawaiian Music with Mike Han- 
opi, former radio star, is now being 
broadcast on WDRC, Hartford. 

A new innovation which is taking 
a front row seat over WDRC is the 
recent ‘Fact Finder’ period with 
Everett Dow. Dow weekly makes a 
check up on ‘facts you don’t know’ 
and devotes a quarter hour period 
telling Connecticut folks things 
they should know but don’t. 

D’Amato Sister and Frank Sherry 
formerly with WEETI, Boston, and 
WOR, Newark, are now with WTIC, 
Hartford. 

WTIC, operating on part time 
with WBAL gets full time afternoon 
broadcasting for the world series, 
later relinquishing regular broad- 
casts. 

Harry Horlick brought back a 
gold medal testifying to the Chi- 
cago World’s Fair high regard. 

Boston radio boasts of the tal- 
ent that started there. Among the 
Hub radioites now gone to their 
reward are: Funny-Boners, De- 
Marco Girls, Dolph Martin, Leo 
Reisman, Jackie Miller, John Her- 
rick, Morton Bowe, Billy Cote, Peg 
Lacentre, J. Alden Edkins, Agnes 
Morehouse, Ray Sinatra, John S. 
Young, John Holbrook, Charles 
O’Connor and Alvin Bach. 

Edward Herlihy, WEEI, Boston, 
a@ cousin of Fred Allen, is announc- 











ing the Crumit-Sanderson  pro- 
gram. 
Ward Baking renewed with 


Mitzi Green for an additional 26 
programs in the _ series ‘Happy 
Landings,’ electrical transcription 
program of the World Broadcast- 
ing System, Tuesday and Thurs- 
day at 6:30 p.m. over WOR. 


Mid-West 


New staff setup at WADC, Akron, 
finds Bob Wilson as program direc- 
tor and Patty Jean as continuity 
director. This comes about with 
the switching of Merve Robertson 
to the commercial department. 

Wayne Johnson and Jessie Waite 
Olin are back at WJW, after a 45- 











minute program at WAIU, Colum- 
bus, recently. 

Fred Bock, WADC, Akron, com- 
mercial manager, has returned from 
a ten days motor trip through the 
east. 

Bert Harkness, sport announcer 
for KWKC, Kansas City, is a for- 
mer professional ballplayer. 

Announcing staffs at KOIL and 
KFAB (Omaha studio), have been 
combined. Announcers will do duty 
on both stations. 

Harold Roberts on staff at KMTR 
with a program, ‘Strolling Minstrel’. 

Mary Belle Lacky. took first prize 
as best torch singer in the WOWO- 
Paramount theatre contest in Fort 
Wayne and has been placed for two 
appearances at Trianon ball room. 

Bessie Kay Roberts, syndicate 
writer is dickering with Lincoln 
Life Insurance Co. to sponsor her 
historical series over WCL, Fort 
Wayne. 

Ed Hodges, ‘The Singing Ambas- 
sador,’ weighing over 200 pounds, is 
the newest tenor to make his ap- 
pearance on WGL, Fort Wayne. 

Crazy Crystals Hour over WOWO, 
Fort Wayne, now has the ‘Old-Time 
Melodeers’ playing six nights 
weekly. Duo is versatile specializ- 
ing in songs about the farm and 
Main street. 

F. Beckley Smith, formerly with 
couple of West Virginia stations, 
latest addition to announcers staff 
at WJAS, Pittsburgh. Won com- 
petitive audition among 12. 

Jesse Kaufman, station manager 
of WCAE, Pittsburgh, vacationing 
in Hot Springs, Ark., for few days. 

Flea Madden, formerly with Jan 
Garber, back with Eddie Peyton’s 
band at latter’s night club, airing 
over Pittsburgh stations. 

Darrell Martin, ‘Post-Gazette’ 
radio ed, couldn’t handle newscast- 
ing over WWSW, so Walt Framer’s 
doing the job. 

Herb McGee, WCAE announcer, 
doing play-by-play account of all of 
W. and J.’s home football games 
from field at Washington, Pa. 

New acts -~ WCKY, Covington, 
include: Red-Headed Briar Hopper, 
rural and mountain songs; Lew 
Kent, former NBC and CBS bari- 
tone and who was with Betty and 
Bob; Sundodgers, pop string combo, 
returned after several months; 
Tommy Ott and Gladys Lee, double 
piano featuring works of Crofe, 
Gershwin and Sims, and The Blue- 
birds, vocal, piano and guitar, 

George Christie, new on dramatic 
staff of WLW, Cincy, in Oxydol ‘Ma 
Perkins’ series. turns a radio pro 
at 48 after filling bread-and-butter 
roles in baseball, theatre mgr. in 
Haverhill, Mass.; member of The 
Quartette in vaude 25 years since; 
in legit with Mantell, Cohan and 
Andrew Mack; auto racer, cattle 
puncher, Federal sleuth and detec- 
tive for Miami Beach, Fla. 

Helen Nugent, contralto, has de- 
parted from WLW, Cincinnati, for 
New York to solo in the Casino de 
Paree, openin~ Oct. 26. 

Gene Emerald, WISN, Milwaukee, 
likes to play poker but refuses to 
drive a car thinking there is too 
much grief connected with the 
process. 

‘Knights of the Cockpit’ being put 
on in episode form by WISN, Mil- 
waukee, for four-weeks, was written 
by Irwin R. Franklin. The WISN 
Players appearing in the show are 
directed by Eleanor Butler Mercein. 

Russ Winnie, chief announcer for 
WTMJ, Milwaukee Journal station, 
is all set for a long spell of foot- 
ball games. Hooked up with sev- 
eral other stations throughout the 
state, WTMJ has formed a sports 
chain of its own. 

Chet Springer and Ann Winslow 
are teamed over WFDF, Flint, 
Mich, while Grace Neal and Billy 
Geyer are another twosome on the 
same station. Springer has the or- 
chestra at the Knickerbocker Gar- 
dens, 

Forrest Winters at the Monterey 
Club will be heard over WFEDF, 


Flint, Mich. 
West 


Jere O’Connor of KFWB, Holly- 
wood, left for a trip around the 
world. 

Rene Hemory, first violinist at 
KFWB, now draws title of concert 
master and assistant to Jack Joy, 
program director, 

Bob Shafer and Ruth Durrell, both 
warblers at KFWB, are going to 
stage an elopement to Reno around 
Oct. 15. 

Albuquerque, N. M., to dedicate 
new 50-watt police radio and cops 
taking much kidding about being 
crooners. Scramble by set owners 
for short-wave sets and dealers not 
mad at all. 

Dallas promised early erection of 
a short-wave radio station for busi- 
ness message transmission by El- 
lery W. Stone, v.-p. of Postal and 
the Mackay Radio Co. Will supple- 
ment other Mackay stations being 
built at New Orleans, Seattle and 
Chicago. 

Kid feature, ‘Clackety Clack,’ an 
afternoon number for years on KFI 











up to six months ago, will go to 
KMTR, Hollywood. 

KHJ, Los Angeles, has cut its or- 
chestra from 26 to 22 men. 

Quite a stack of mail at WBT, 
especially from Georgia and Ken- 
tucky, congratulating station on in- 
crease in power, making programs 
100% available. Station has not in- 
creased power but improved broad- 
casting equipment. 

Seattle KOL employees mourning 
the death of the 20-month-old baby 
of Ivan Ditmars, station musical di- 
rector. 

Application of the Magic Isle! 
Broadcast Co., Catalina Island, for 
a 500-watt station, has been re- 
turned because of insufficient in- 
formation on the proposed trans- 
mitter location, 

KROW, Oakland, permitted to use 
the time of KFWI until next April, 
unless latter returns to the air. 

San Bernardino, Calif., has an ap- 
plication in for a E0-watt police sta- 
tion. 

Earl Brandenburg now singing at 
KMTR as the ‘Whispering Tenor.’ 


South 


Robert Morris will continue on 
staff of WSOC, moving to Charlotte, 
N. C., from Gastonia, N. C. Greater 
power for the station will be asked. 

W. A. Schudt, Jr.. manager WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C., will be at White 
Sulphur Springs for NAB conven- 
tion this week. 

Gayden Drew has been appointed 
commercial manager in charge of 
sales at WMC, Memphis. 

Frank Hazzard, tenor at WSM, 
Nashville, always sings wearing an 
old battered hat, pushed down over 
his eyes. 

New CBS news service launched 
September 26 through WBT, Char- 
lotte. 

Crazy Crystals, signed by WBT 
for six times a week, has doubled 
this and now has six day and six 
night spots a week. 


Dee Dirks to Omaha With 


Poska Covering Lincoln 
Lincoln Oct. 9. 

Kept on the hop since the an- 

nexation of KOIL in Omaha, to the 

KFAB-KFOR holdings here, Dee 

Dirks, as g.m. for the entire group, 

is finding it almost necessary to 


have his part of the offices moved 
to Omaha. Omaha, at present, is 
the seat of the largest concentra- 
tion of the midwestern web, hence 
the need for supervision there is 
greater, 

Al Poska, having been made pro- 
gram director for the two stands 
relieves responsibility here. Monte 
Myers, recently anted from ‘just a 
salesman’ to sales promotional 
manager, can look after biz end. 
Offices in Omaha will give a bigger 
town name for the base of opera- 
tions and be nearer the center of 
competish. Move is looked for im- 
mediately. 














REORG FOR WOWO, FT. WAYNE 
Ft. Wayne, Oct. 9. 

New set-up for WOWO and asso- 
ciate station WGL has been made 
affecting the business and program 
departments. Articles of incorpora- 
tion of the WOWO & WGL Brok- 
erage Sales, Inc., have been filed. 
Incorporators are: C. R. Durbin, 


president; Willis S. Martin and 
Wilbert Johnson, vice-presidents; 
Horace Seaman, treasurer, and 


Hilda Woehrmeyer, secretary, all of 
Fort Wayne. 

With this new arrangement the 
station now has its own specialized 
selling organization. J. Howard 
Ackley has been named new station 
manager, In the matter of service 
Ackley is the oldest announcer on 
the staff, having been with the sta- 
tion for the past six years. 

Lester Spencer has been ap- 
pointed publicity manager in addi- 
tion to his announcing duties. Jo- 
seph Roehling is the latest member 
to the announcing group. His reg- 
ular feature is the ‘Good News 
Hour’ during the mornings. 

With the sales organization al- 
ready operating, several shifts have 
been necessary. Now working in 
the radio program department are: 
Mrs. Marcella, Isenberg, Mary 
Jeanne Moats and Helen Brehm. 





Jack Bailey Upped 


Birmingham, Oct. 9. 
Jack Bailey has been appointed 
manager of WAPI, succeeding Gene 
Moser, who came here from St. 
Louis. The change went into effect 
Oct. 1. 3ailey was formerly man- 
ager of Bill Pape’s station at Mo- 
bile and prior to that was at 
WAPI. 
Beatrice Tate Wright also re- 
ceived a promotion. She _ takes 
charge of all musical programs. 





Air Line News 


By Nellie Revell 





Look for three new dramatic combinations this season. Fay Bainte® 
and Tom Powers will be one of them; Ilka Chase, with John Drew Colt, 
Ethel Barrymore's eldest son, will comprise another; and Helen Hayes, 
last heard as guest star with The Troubadors, is to be paired with @ 
male star, not yet chosen. Sponsors are angling for prices from all ag 
them, 





Bob Wilder’s New Job 
Robert I. Wilder, director of WOR’s press department, has become 
the manager of the program department, having charge of all business 
details of that division. Lewis Reid, program director, will continue to 
book and create programs, as well as be in charge of their presentation, 





Football Coaches Have Stooges 
Sponsors of that all-American Football Show are getting so many, 
letters ending: ‘And we hope soon to hear Coach on your 
grand program,’ that it appears that coaches, just like opera singers, 
have claques. 





Is Radio Station Desirable? 

People of Carteret, N. J., location of WOR’s proposed new transmitter, 
are going to vote on whether the station will be permitted to locate 
there. Councilmen refused to take the responsibility. The vote will be 
held in November. 





Song’s Borrowed Strain 
Rosamond Johnson, composer of the song ‘Under the Bamboo Tree,’ 
is sharing the royalties of ‘The River Taking Care of Me,’ a present 
day hit, which he did not write. But the first eight bars are the same, 
Jesse Greer wrote the latter. 





Short Shots 

Now that Vincent Lopez is broadcasting regularly over Columbia, {t 
looks as though CBS finally will get Lopez’s signature on the dotted line, 
after several years of negotiations....John Babb of NBC Artists’ Serv- 
ice, has recovered sufficiently to leave the hospital....Edward Long< 
strath, formerly with N. W. Ayer, is now in charge of scripts at Pedlar 
& Ryan agency. Jack Wiggin, formerly NBC program department, has 
gone to the same agency to assist David Crozier....The programs de< 
signed for distillers anticipating Repeal, and anxious to invade the 
sancticity of the homes, are said to be the last word in conservative, 
refined entertainment....CBS now has two sustaining broadcasts from 
Carnegie Hall—The George Jessel shows on Saturday nights and the 
Freddie Rich hour broadcasts at 8 on Sundays....Abe Lyman will direct 
his Kit Kat orchestra, regularly conducted by Jerry Freeman, when it 
plays for the Newspaper Delivery Union blowout at the Commodore Oct. 


22, C: 





Stand By 

Olga Albani has two commercials bidding....Leon Belasco has been 
ordered away for a complete rest and leaves at the end of next week.... 
Hall Johnson singers and Claude Hopkins’ ork now a regular Thursday 
feature on Columbia with their ‘Harlem Serenade’....The California 
Ramblers, formerly a well-known orchestra, has reorganized under Ed 
Kirkaby, manager of the Pickens Sisters....There are only three men 
left in Don Bestor’s band who are unmarried. They’re all saxophone 
players—if that explains anything....Lanny Ross left for Detroit after 
the Thursday (Oct. 5) ‘Showboat’ broadcast, to make a personal appear- 
ance....Rita Breen is sailing for Hawaii in November to be married to 
an army aviator, who has been assigned there for two years....Carlog 
Roderigo, Spanish baritone, arrives late this month for a series of broad- 
casts on NBC....Wayne King, the ‘Waltz King,’ long an exclusive NBC 
feature, started a Columbia commercial yesterday (Oct. 9)....Lew White 
and B. A. Rolfe are in a huddle about a contemplated program building 
business, planning to use White’s extensive organ studios for headquar- 
ters....The Steve Trillings (Warner booker) celebrated their third wed« 
ding anniversary yesterday. 





Scrambled Notes 

Marion Talley begins her comeback tour at Norfolk December 9, 
booked by NBC....Fred Waring’s gang travels in two 12-section Pulle 
mans and a seventy-foot baggage car. The latter for instruments, 
scenery, lights, platforms, etc....Fred Berrens’ contract on the Kings 
beer commercial has been extended for an additional 39 weeks....Don- 
ald Novis opens in St. Louis November 10, plays ten weeks in the Mid« 
dle West, and then comes to New York for NBC....Adelaide Fitzgallen, 
the witch in WOR’s ‘Witch’s Tale,’ is a 70-year-old legit actress, born 
in Ireland....Reggie Childs and his Hotel Roosevelt orchestra have been 
signed for their first commercial, starting October 21 over WJZ for 
Rheingold Beer....Mario Chamlee, concert and opera star formerly 
with the Metropolitan, is getting set for an NBC commercial with a 
program which will be known as The Organ Grinder....Walter Scan- 
lon, featured singer of the new Tidewater programs, was born Walter 
van Brunt....Charles Carlile auditioned for a Shubert show and his 
manager, Lew Cooper, is now correcting clauses in a juicy contract for 
a new musical....That tire sponsor who thought of using the three R’s 
—B. A. Rolfe, Bob Ripley and The Revelers—is again nibbling at avail- 
able time....Mary Small, 11 years old, spotted through having been 
booked twice on the Fleischmann Hour, opens at the Regent, Paterson, 
October 17. 





Gossip 

‘Liberty’ magazine is looking for a program to put on the air. United 
Advertising Agency has the account....‘Timid Soul,’ the creation of 
H. T. Webster, will soon be on the air with Ernest Truex....John 
Charles Thomas assures this writer that he is coming to radio in a 
commercial program shortly....Pauline Gilder and Joseph Hill are out 
of NBC....George Beatty, lanky vaudeville comic, will m.c. on that oil 
show which stars Ethel Waters, and which is to take the air late this 
month....Abe Lyman has been paying Ella Logan, vocalist, a salary for 
two months, and hasn’t had a chance to utilize her yet....Frank Novak 
writes the music for ‘The Wizard of Oz’ program....John Fogarty’s 
engagement at the Capitol Theatre this week is his first Broadway ap- 
pearance....Club Richman will have a WHOM wire seven nights a 
week....Muriel Wilson is dieting....Beatrice Fairfax and her lovelorn 
take the ether waves early in October....Dick Leibert started another 
WJZ program Sunday night (8), making sixteen weekly NBC broad- 
casts on which he is starred....Jimmy Carson and Joe Adams, formerly 
of York and Adams, have formed a team and were auditioned this week 
for a program on NBC. 





BENNY RUBIN SHELL OILING 
San Francisco, Oct. 9. 

Shell Oil has signed Benny Rubin, 
Heidt’s orchestra and Eugene Im- 
haus, tenor, to continue for the re- 
mainder of the year as features on 
the Shell Monday night show on the 
Don Lee network. 

Program is handled by E. H. San- 
ders, Shell ad chief ,and Fred Fidler 
of the J. Walter Thompson agency. 


Gen. Mer. Quits WKBC 


Birmingham, Oct. 9. 

R. B. Patterson, general manager 
of WKEC, handed in his resigna- 
tion last week and is leaving for 
Chicago for a vacation of two 
weeks. 

Joe Ford and Gene Wyatt, an- 
nouncers, also resigned. 
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NATIONAL 


(Taking in chain programs of 


Listing artist, chain and key stations, time—EST, out of New York— 


and days, if more than once weekly, 
on the account. 


TUESDAY (OCT. 10) 
Julia Sanderson and Frank Crumit, 


Parker Fennelly, Jack  Shilkret 
orchestra, ‘Blackstone Plantation,’ 
8-8:30 p.m. WEAF-NBC (Black- 


stone Cigars) (Batten, Barton, Dur- 
stine & Osborne). 

The Goldbergs, 
Berg, James Waters, 7:45-8 p.m., 
NBC-WEAF. Also Wed., Thurs., 
Fri. & Mon. (Pepsodent) (Lord & 
Thomas agency). 

Amos ’n’ Andy, 7-7.15 p.m., NBC- 
WJZ. Also Wed. Thurs., Fri. & 
Mon. Rebroadcast for the midwest 
anc west 10 p.m., CST (Pepso- 
dent). 

Trade and Mark, Billy Hillpot, 
Scrappy Lambert, Nat Shilkret di- 
recting, 8:45-9 p.m., NBC-W4JZ. 
(Smith Bros. cough drops.) 

Clara, Lu 'n’ Em, Lowise Starky 
Isabelle Carothers and Helen King 
10:15-10:30 a.m., NBC-WJZ. Alsc 
Wed., Thurs., Fri. and Mon. (Palm- 
olive) «Lord & Thomas agency) 

Little Orphan Annie, 5:45-6 p.m.. 
NBC-WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs.. Fri 
& Mon. (Ovaltine) (Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert). 

Ben Bernie orchestra, 9-9.30 p.m. 
NBC-WEAF (Blue Ribbon Malt) 
(Matteson-Fogarty-Jordan agency). 

Loweli Thomas, 6:45-7 p.m., NBC 
WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & 
Mon. (Sun Oil Co.) (Roche, Wil- 
liams & Cunningham agency). 

Household Musical Memories, Ed- 


with Gertrude 


gar A. Guest, Alice Mock, Josef 
‘Koestner orchestra, 9-9:30 p.m.,, 
NBC-WJZ. (Household Finance 


Corp.) (Charles Daniel Fry agency) 

‘Skippy,’ 5-5:15 p.m., CBS-WABC. 
Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Mon. 
(Phillips Dental Magnesia) (Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert). 

Mills Bros., 7:30-7:45 p.m., CBS- 
WABC., 

Boake Carter, 7:45-8 p.m., CBS- 
WABC. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & 
Mon, (Philco). 

Kate Smith, 
WABC. 

Eddie East and Ralph Dumke, John 
Hale, Don Voorhees’ orch., NBC 
WEAF, 9:30-10 p.m. (Texaco) 
(Hanff-Metzger). 

‘The American Legend,’ Herbert J. 
Biberbman, director. CBS-WABC, 10- 
10:30 p.m. 

‘Myrt and Marge,’ 7-7:15 p.m., 
CBS-WABC. Midwest release, 9:45 


8:45-9 p.m., CBS- 


p.m. (Wrigley’s Gum) (Francis 
Hooper). 
Eno Crime Clues, with Edward 


Reese, John MacBryde, 8-8:30 p.m. 
NBC-WJZ. Also Wed., same time 
(Harold F. Ritchie & Co.) N. W 
Ayer.) 


WEDNESDAY (OCT. 11) 


George Olsen band, Bert Lahr 
(Chase & Sanborn Tea), WEAF- 
NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. (J. Walter 
Thompson agency.) 

Potash and Perlmutter (Jos 
Greenwald and Lou Welch), WJZ 
NBC, 8:30-8:45 p.m, (Feenamint) 
(McCann-Erickson). 

The Poet Prince, Eunice Howard, 
reading, NBC-WJZ, 11:15-11:30 p.m. 

Irvin 8. Cobb and Al Goodman’s 
orchestra, 9-9:15 p.m., CBS-WABC 
(Good Gulf). Also Fri., same time 
(Cecil. Warwick & Cecil). 

Ruth Etting, Raymond Paige or- 
chestra, 9:15-9:30, CBS-WABC. 
(Studebaker.) 

Guy Lombardo’s orchestra and 
Burns and Allen, 9:30-10 p.m., CBS- 
WABC, (White Owl cigar) (J. Wal- 
ter Thompson), 

Fred Waring’s 
and Milton Berle, 
10-10:30 p.m. CBS-WABC 
Gold) (Lennon & Mitchell). 

Edwin C. Hill, news, 10.30-10:45 
p.m.. CBS-WABC. 

Albert Spalding, Conrad Thibault, 
Don Vorhees conducting, 8:30-9 p.m., 
CBS-WABC. (Fletcher’s Castoria). 

One Man’s Family, sketch by 
Carlton E. Morse, with Anthony 
Smythe, 9:30-10 p.m., NBC-WEAF, 
originating from NBC San Franc!s- 
co studios. 

Leo Reisman, conducting, Conrad 
Thibault, 9:30-10 p.m., NBC-WEAF. 
(Philip Morris) (Milton Biow 
agency). 

Morton Downey, 7-7:15 p.m., CBS- 
WABC. Also Fri. 

Cyrena Van Gordon, Walter Golde, 
accompanist, 7:30-7:45 p.m., NBC- 
WJZ. (Djer Kiss Cosmetics.) 

Ipana Troubadours, Doc Rockwell, 
Fritzi Scheff, Fred Hufsmith, Frank 

Black, conducting, 9-9:30 p.m., NBC- 
WEAF. (Bristol Myers) (Pedlar & 
Ryan). 

Alexander Woollcott, 


Pennsylvanians 
Harry Richman, 
(Old 


‘The Town 





The time difference according to geographical location 
can be figured out for local reference accordingly.) 


(This and Next Week, Oct. 10 to Oct. 16) 


(All Time EST) 


.p.m., NBC-WJZ (Armour Packing) 


coast-to-coast or regional hookups. 


commercial and advertising agency 


Crier,’ 10:30-10:45, CBS-WABC; also 
Fri. 
Kate Smith, 9:15-9:30, CBS-WABC 


THURSDAY (OCT. 12) 


Rudy Vallee-Fleischmann variety 
program. WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. 
(Fleischmann’s Yeast) (J. Walter 
Thompson). 


Chas. Winninger, Lanny Ross, An- 
nette Hanshaw, Muriel Wilson, Mo- 
lasses ’n’ January, Don Voorhees 
orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 9-10 p.m 
(Maxwell House Coffee) (Benton & 
Bowles). 

Glenn Gray’s Casa Loma orch., 
midnite to 12:30 a.m.; CBS-WABC. 

Al Jolson, Paul Whiteman, Deems 
Taylor, m.c., and variety show, 10- 
11 p.m., NBC-WEAF., coast-to-coast 
(Kraft-Phenix Products) (J. Wal- 
ter Thompson). 
‘Singin’ Sam,’ 8:15-8:30, CBS- 
WABC. (Barbasol) (Erwin Wasey) 
Boswell Sisters, Freddie Rich, con- 
ducting, 8:8-15, CBS-WABC. 


FRIDAY (OCT. 13) 
Cities Service concert, with Jessica 
Dragonette, the Cavaliers (Henry 
Shope, Frank Parker. John Seagle 
Elliott Shaw, Lee Montgomery) 
Frank Banta and Milton Rettenberg 
Rosario Bourdon’s orchestra, WEAF- 
NBC, 8-9 p.m. (Cities Service Gaso- 
line) (Lord & Thomas). 
Fred Allen, Portland Hoffa, Jack 
Smart, Roy Atwell, Phil Duey, Eileen 
Douglas, Ferdie Grofe orchestra, 9- 
9:30 p.m., WEAF-NBC (Best Foods) 
(Benton & Bowles). 
Pond’s Vanity Fair, Victor Young 
orchestra, Lee Wiley, WEAF-NBC, 
9:30-10 p.m. (Ponds’ Cream) (J. 
Walter Thompson). 
Floyd Gibbons, Headline Hunter, 
NBC-WJZ, 10:45-11 p.m. 
‘First Nighter,’ with June Meredith, 
Don Ameche, Carlton Brickert and 
Cliff Soubier, 10-10:30 pm., NBC- 
WJZ (Campana Italian Balm) (Mc- 
Cann Erickson). 
Armour Hour, with Phil Baker, 
Harry McNaughton, Merrie Men, Neil 
Sisters, Roy Shield orchestra, 9.30-10 


(N. W. Ayer agency). 

‘Let’s Listen to Harris,’ Phil Harris 
NBC-WJZ Walter 
Thompson). 

Lum and Abner’s Oldtime Sociable, 
10:30-11 p.m., NBC-WEAF, originat- 
ing from WTAM. (Ford dealers) 
(Critchfield agency). 

Ethel Shutta, Walter O’Keefe, Don 
Bestor’s band, 8-8:30 p.m., NBC-WJZ. 
(Nestle’s Chocolate) (J. Walter 
Thompson). 

Olsen and Johnson, Harry Sosnik, 
conducting, 10-10:30 pm, CBS- 
WABC. (Swift & Co.) (J. Walter 
Thompson). 


(Cutex) (J. 


SATURDAY (OCT. 14) 

Rex Battle concert’ ensemble, 
WEAF-NBC out of Toronto (via 
CRCT), 1:30-2 p.m, 

Week-end Revue, variety show, 
NBC-WEAF, 4-5 v.m 


Glen Gray and Casa Loma orches- 
tra, 7:30-8 p.m., CBS-WABC, 


SUNDAY (OCT. 15) 

Alfredo’s marimba orchestra, 
WEAF-NBC, 10:30-11 a.m. 

Major 30wes’ Capitol Family 
from Capitol theatre, N. Y., 11:15 
&.m.-12:15 p.m., WEAF-NBC. va.- 
riety show, with Maria Silviera, Han- 
nah Klein, Nicholas Concentino, Tom 
McLaughlin, Four Minute Men, 
Waldo Mayo, Yasha Bunchuk, con- 
ducting. 

Jimmy Durante, Ruth Etting, Ru- 
binoff’s orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 8-9 
p-m. (Chase & Sanborn Coffee) (J. 
Walter Thompson). 

Jack Benny, Mary Livingstone, 
Frank Parker, Frank Black conduct- 
ing, NBC-WEAF, 10-10:30 p.m. 
(Chevrolet.) 

Col. Louis McHenry Howe, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s secretary, 10-10:15 
p.m., WEAF-NBC. Walter Trumbull 
interviewing him on national affairs. 
(RCA Victor.) 


Helen Morgan, Albert Bartlett’s 


orch., 2-2:30 p.m., CBS-WABC. (Bi- 
Si-Dol) (Blackett-Sample- Hain- 
wert.) 


Radio City Music Hall Concert, 
Roxy (S. L. Rothafel) as m.c., with 
Erno Rapee’s orchestra, choir and 
soloists, 12:15-1:15 p.m. WJZ-NBC 

Frank Crumit and Julia Sanderson, 
5:30-6 p.m. WABC-CBS (Bond 


ture symphony 
Shackley 


and orchestra, Leah Ray, 9-9:30 p.m.,| 9:30-10 p.m., WOR. 


day but Sun. 
Gabriel 


UTSTANDING PROGRAMS ON THE AIR 





The Gauchos, Vincent Sorey con- 
iucting, with Tito Guizar, 9-9:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS. 

Richard Himber’s orch., from Essex 
House, N. Y., 7.45-8 p.m., NBC-WJZ. 

Vincent Lopez, Alice Joy, 7-7:30 
p.m., NBC-W4JZ. (Real Silk) (Erwin 
Wasey). 

Manhattan Merry-Go-Round, Ta- 
mara, David Percy, Men About Town, 
Gene Rodemich orchestra, 9-9.30 p.m., 
IBC-WEAF. (Lyon’s Tooth Powder) 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert). 

American Album of Familiar Mu- 
sic, Frank Munn, Elizabeth Lennoz, 
Ohman and Arden, Bertrand Hirsch, 
Gus Haenschen orchestra, 9:30-10 
p.m., NBC-WEAF. Bayer’s Aspirin) 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert). 

Light Opera Nights, Muriel Wilson, 
Alma Kitchell, Willard Amison, 
Walter Preston, Harold Sanford, con- 
ducting, 8-8:30, NBC-WJZ. 

Willard Robison’s Deep River sym- 


Cap’n Henry’s Show Boat, including phony, 6-5.15 p.m., CBS-WABC. Also 


Thursday, 10:15-10:45 p.m. 
Symphony Hour Howard Barlow, 
directing, 4-5 p.m., CBS-WABC. 


MONDAY (OCT. 16) 
A&P Gypsies, Harry Horlick di- 


recting, Frank Parker, WEAF-NEC, 


9-9:30 p.m. (Atlantic & Pacific). 
Sinclair Minstrels, Gene Arnold, Joe 


Parsons, Bill Childs, Mac McCloud 
Clifford Soubier, Harry Kogen direct- 
ing, NBC-WJZ out of Chicago, 9-9:30 
p.m. (Sinclair Oil) (Erwin Wascy). 


Jack Frost Melodies with Josef Pus- 


ternack’s orchestra and guest artist 
9:30-10 p.m. (National Sugar Refin 
ing) Gotham agency). 


Morgan lL. Eastman orchestra 


Gene Arnold, Lullaby Lady, 10-10:30 
p.m., NBC-WEAF. (Carnation Milk) 
(Erwin Wasey agency). 


LOCAL SHOWS 


(Embracing same data as Na- 


tional programs, giving time, artists, 
commercial, agency, etc., of local 
programs, not on a network hoox- 
up, regional or national.) 





NEW YORK 


(OCT. 10 TO OCT. 16) 
(All Time EST) 


TUESDAY (OCT. 10) 
Eddy Brown, violinist, with minia- 
maestroed by George 

, §:30-9 p.m., WOR. 
Footlight Echoes, directed by 
feo. Shackley, Lewis Reid announcer 


‘Sleepy Time Lady,’ May Sprintz 
6:15-6:30, WINS. Same time every 


Heatter, news comment, 
7:45-8 p. m., WOR. Also every other 


day but Sun. (Ebling Brewing Co.). 


Clem McCarthy, Sportlights of the 
Day, 7-7:15 p.m, WMCA. 


WEDNESDAY (OCT. 11) 


Phil Napoleon’s orch., Merrill Lee, 
9-9:30 pm, WEAF. (Hudson- 
Essex) (Blackman agency). 

Market and Halsey Street Play- 
house, Roger Bower, m.c.; Lee Croni- 
can, conductor, 10:30-11 p.m., WOR. 


THURSDAY (OCT. 12) 
‘Men of WOR,’ variety, Sherman 
Keene directing, Grenadiers Quartet, 
Walter Ahrens, 10:30-11 p.m., WOR. 


B. A. Rolfe orchestra, with Rudy Merle Alcock, soprano; Roderick 
Wiedoft, WEAF-NBC, 10-11 D.m.| Graham, conducting; 9-9:30 p.m. 
(Hudson-Essex) (Blackman | WMCA. 
agency). Pappy, Zeke and Ezra, 9:30-10 


p.m. WMCA. Also Sun., Mon. and 
Fri. 

Merle Johnston’s Saxophone Quar- 
tet and Pauline Alpert, pianist, 7.45-8 
p.m., WOR. 


FRIDAY (OCT. 13) 

Harold Stern’s orchestra, 8:45-9 
p-m., WOR (Crystal Corp.). 

Hendrik de Leeuw, ‘Tales of a 
Globe Trotter; 8:15-8:30 p.m., 
WEVD. 

Jack Lait’s Gaities, 6:45-7 p.m., 
WINS. 

Bronx Marriage Bureau, Julie 
er Hyman Brown, 9-9:15 p.m., 


Orchestra Gems, Robert Hood 
Bowers, conducting; 10-10:30 p.m., 
WMCA. 


SATURDAY (OCT. 14) 

Jack Denny’s Orch, Ray Perkins, 
Shirley Howard, 8-8:30 p.m., WJZ. 
(Rheingold Beer) (Hanff-Metzger). 

WOR Little Symphony orchestra, 
Philip James, conducting, 8-9 p.m., 
WOR. 

The Cuban Lady, Cuban songs, 
1:45-2 p.m., WMCA, 


SUNDAY (OCT. 15) 
Silverbell, with Sylvia Miller, 
William Kennedy, Roderick Graham, 
conducting, 9:15-9:30, WMCA. 
Woodbury revue, with Roranne and 
her orchestra, Al and Lee Reiser, 








Bread) (Batten, Barton, etc.). 


Red Lacquer and Jade, George 
Shackley, directing, Basil Ruysdael, 
narrator, 6-6.30 p.m., WOR. 

Margaret Anglin presents, with 
Robert Beddele, organist, 6:30-7 p.m., 
WOR. 

Henrik De Leeuw, 
4:30-4:45 p.m., WOR. 

‘Radiant Revue,’ Al and Lee Reiser, 
Jack Arthur, Roxanne, conducting, 
7:30-8 p.m., WOR (Woodbury cos- 
metics) (J. Walter Thompson). 

Jewish Little Symphony, 
Jewish Serenaders, 6-6:30 
WINS. 

Choir Invisible, Vera Osborne, An- 
nette Simpson, Veronica Wiggins, 
John Qhine, David Croswell, George 
O’Brien, Jack Keating ; George 


‘Orientalog,’ 


with 
p.m., 


S&hackley, directing, 8:30-9 p.m., WOR. 


Viola Philo, 8:15-8:30, WMCA. 


MONDAY (OCT. 16) 

Back Stage with Boris Morros 
from Paramount theatre, N. Y., with 
orchestra, soloists, 8:30-9 p.m.. 
WOR. 

Alfred Wallenstein’s Sinfonetta, 
Veronica Wiggins, soloist, 10:30-11 
p.m. WOR. , 


CHICAGO 


(OCT. 11 TO OCT. 16) 
(All Time CST) 





WEDNESDAY (OCT. 11) 
Palace Theatre Varieties with RKO 
Stage talent. 8:30-8:45 p.m., weekly, 
WMAQ. 


THURSDAY (OCT. 12) 
Adventures in Heatlh with Dr. 
Bundesen, 8.30-8-45 p.m. weekly, 
WLS. (Horlick’s Malted Milk) (N. W. 
Ayer agency). 





FRIDAY (OCT. 13) 
Clarence Wheeler orchestra, 
WBBM, 7:30-7:45 p.m., daily. Sus- 
taining. 


SATURDAY (OCT. 14) 


Art Linick, ‘Happy Go Lucky 
Time,’ WJJD, 8-10 a.m. daily except 
Sunday. (Commercial with partici- 
pation accounts). 

WLS Barn Dance, 10-12 p.m. week- 
ly. (Commercial, participation ac- 
counts and Dr. Miles Laboratory). 


SUNDAY (OCT. 15) 
Chicago A Capella Choir, with 
Noble Cain directing. WENR, 3:30-4 
p.m, weekly. Sustaining. 


MONDAY (OCT. 16) 
Auriole Craven and Cliff Nazarro, 
vocalists with the Clarence Wheeler 
orchestra, WBBM, 6-6.15 p.m. 
weekly. 


LOS ANGELES 


(OCT. 13 TO OCT. 19) 
(All Time PST) 


Merrymakers, KHJ, 9-10 p.m., va- 
riety show, with Gill and Doemling 
and Ray Paige’s orchestra. (Ford 
Dealers of Calif.) (McCann-Erick- 
son). 

‘Hon. Archie and Frank Watanabe, 
KNX, 7-7.15 p.m., comedy serial, 
every evening except Sunday. 
(Marion R. Gray Co.) 


Al Pearce and His Gang, KFI, 2-3 
p.m. daily except Sundays. Sus- 
taining. 

Chandu the Magician, KNX, 6:45-7. 
Every night but Sun. and Mon. 
(Citrus Soap) (Earnshaw-Young). 


FRIDAY( OCT. 13) 

Tapestries of Life,” KHJ, 9-9:30 
p.m., classical orchestra music. (For- 
est Lawn Cemetery) (Dan B. Miner). 

Optimistic Donut Hour, KNX, 8-9 
p.m. Variety show, with Charlotte 
Woodruff, Joe Bishop and Alan Rog- 
ers, (Davis, Perfection Bread.) 

Mellowed Melodies, KHJ, 8:15-8.30 
Norman Nielson and Hazel Warner. 
(Sussman and Wormer) (Vincent 
Leahy Agency). 

Radio Periscope, KFWB, fantastic 
comedy with Tom Breneman and 
Owen Crump, 9-9:30 p.m. Sustaining. 


SATURDAY (OCT. 14) 

Elwia Allman, songs and comedy, 
with KNxXponents of Rhythm, 7:30- 
7.45 p.m. Sustaining. 

KNX Varieties, with Jack Carter, 
KNX, 8-9 p.m. Revue, Sustaining. 





SUNDAY (OCT. 15) 

Symphony Concert, KMPC and re- 
broadcast KFWB, KFOX, Long 
Beach, KREG, Santa Ana, 10-11 p.m. 
Chauncey Haines’ orchestra of 35 
pieces. (MacMillan Petroleum Co.) 

Charles Hamp, KNX, 7:30-8 p.m.; 
Also Mon. and Fri., 9:15-9:45 p.m. 
(Straska Toothpaste) (Smith and 
Drum). 

Napoleon and Josephine, KFWB, 
9-9:30 p.m. Serial dramatization of 
French history. (Barker Bros.) 





Jack Arthur, 7:30-8 .pm., WOR. 


(Ray Alden agency). 





‘76 All-Star Revue, KHJ, 7:30-8 
p.m., Donald Novis, Sterling Holloway 
and Orville Knapp orchestra. Union 
Oil Co. (Lord and Thomas). Also 
Wednesday, Sept. 27 

‘The Wanderer, KFWB, 9:30-10 
p.m. Narrator, Bob Sherwood, 
chamber music. (Kelvinator.) 
(Hammel agency.) 

Calmon Luboviska, violinist, KNX, 
9:15-10:15 p.m. Sustaining. 


MONDAY (OCT. 16) 

Girl Behind the Counter, KFWB, 
Jeannie Dunne and Bert Fisher, sing- 
ing skit, 8-8:15. 

Blue Monday Jamboree, 
(from KFRC, San Francisco), 
p.m, (Shell Oil Co.) 


TUESDAY (OCT. 17) 

Inglewood Park Concert, KHJ, 7- 
7:30 p.m. (Inglewood Cemetery) 
(Paul Winans). 

Heroes of the Lafayette Escadrille, 
KFWB, 8-8:15 p.m., air narration by 
Edwin Parsons. Sustaining. 

‘American Parade, KMPC, 9-9:30 
p.m. Sustaining. 

Hodge Podge Lodge, KHJ, ema- 


KHJ 
8-10 


‘nating KFRC, San Francisco, 9:30- 
110 p.m., comedy program, sustain- 


ing. 

California Melodies, direction Ray 
Paige, KHJ (CBS), 6:30-7 p.m. Sus- 
taining. 


WEDNESDAY (OCT. 18) 
Opera of the Air, KNX, KF WR, 
KFAC, 8-9, featuring Leola Turner, 
20 singers, Arthur Kay’s orchestra. 
(Adohr Creamery) (Lord & Thomas). 


THURSDAY (OCT. 19) 
Light Opera Favorites, KNX, 7:15- 
7:45 p.m., with Charlotte Woodruff. 
Sustaining. 


DENVER 


(OCT. 13 TO OCT. 19) 
(All Time MST) 


FRIDAY( OCT. 13) 

Twin Shoppers, Kay Webber, con- 
tralto; Pat Burns, director; 9:15-9.30 
a.m., ex. Sun., KLZ. 

Luncheon Melodies, Joe O'Neil, 
baritone; Fred Burkett, tenor; Janet 
Bible, contralto; Bill Rogers, piano; 
12-12:15 p.m., exc. Sun. KLZ. 

Cosmopolitan Hotel orchestra, 
Gene Quaw, director; 2-2:30 p.m., 
KOA to NBC-WJZ network; also 
9-9:30 p.m., Oct. 14; 11-11.30 p.m., 
Oct. 15. 

Arcadian, 9-piece string orchestra; 
Ruth Skelly Bello, director; Florence 
Fishel, tenor; Mildred Kyfsin, con- 
tralto; KOA to NBC-WJZ network. 

Denham Theatre, 4:30-4:45 p.m, 
Wed., Fri.; also 3:30-4 p.m., Sun., 
KLZ. 

Broadmoor Country Club orchestra, 
Lawrence Welk, director; 9:30-10 
p.m.; also 9:15-9.45 p.m., Oct. 17; 10- 
10:30 p.m., Oct. 18. KOA, 


SATURDAY (OCT. 14) 
Kids Club, Jerry and Margie O’Neil, 
directors; 3:15-3:45 p.m., KLZ. 
Rainbow Ballroom orchestra, Jess 





Hawkins, director; 10-10:30 p.m, 
Sun., Tues., Wed., Sat. KLZ. 
Brown Palace Hotel orchestra, 


Harry Owens, director; 11-11:30 p.m, 
KOA, 


SUNDAY (OCT. 15) 
Melody Master, Leo Weelins, pian- 
ist; Baldwin Piano Co., 4.30-4:45 p.m, 
KOA, 


MONDAY (OCT. 16) 

Colorado Agricultural College Ex- 
tension Service, 12:30-1 p.m. KOA, 

Naomi Bengston, organ; Bob Har~ 
per, soloist; 3-3:15 p.m., Mon., Tues., 
Thurs. KLZ,. 

University of Denver Study Talks, 
4:45-5 p.m., KOA. 

Huffman Theatres, West Masters, 
organist, and others; 11-11:30 p.m. 
KLZ, 

TUESDAY (OCT. 17) 

Henry Trustman Ginsburg, violin- 
ist; Faye Roswell, accompanist; 6.30- 
7 p.m. KOA. 

Stagecoachers, Chas. 8S. Scheurman, 
director; 10-10:30 p.m., KOA. 


WEDNESDAY (OCT. 18) 


University of Denver Study High- 
lights, 4:45-5 p..m., KOA. 


THURSDAY (OCT. 19) 


Colorado Agricultural College 
Farm Question Box, 12:30-12.45 p.m. 
KOA. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(OCT. 15 TO OCT. 21) 
(All Time PST) 











Series Shows 
Crosscuts from the Log o’ the 
Day, KPO, 8:15-9:15 a.m. daily ex- 
cept Sunday. Dr. Laurence L. Cross, 
philosopher, and Southern Harmony 
Four, colored quartet. 
(Continued on page 38) 
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Radio Reports 





(Continued from page 34) 


during the Rockwell-Grauer ex- 
change. 

For the vocal interludes there’s 
the flutey tenored Fred Hufsmith 
and rounding things out instru- 
mentally are the snappy pop inter- 
pretations of the studio aggregation 
under Frank Black. The plugs are 
interpolated with a minimum of 
words and considerable skill. Odec. 


NANCY GARNER 

Val Stanton, Fordettes, Alex Keese 
COMMERCIAL 

WKY, Oklahoma City 

Bolstering the Ford dealers’ na- 
tional program, dealers in Oklahoma 
and Texas put on a 30-minute show 
of their own every Wednesday night, 
an earful of which conveys the 
rightful impression that here is 
Southwest broadcasting in one of its 
best moments. 

Nancy Garner, a recruit from 
NBC, delivers her coloratura so- 
prano voice in song numbers of the 
popular type. No operatics are at- 

tempted and her bell-like notes will 

not drive off any of the average cus- 
tomers. Val Stanton worked his 
stage routine for this, his first ap- 
pearance on the show. The gags 
registered well. A trio of girl sing- 
ers, the Fordettes, furnished inter- 
esting variety and were not heard 
too often. 

The orchestra, on its own or as 
accompaniment, easily steps out as 
one of the smoothest yet heard from 
this section of the country. Under 
Alex Keese’s direction, it came 
through as clear and pretty as some 
of the name aggregations of the 
east. Plugging was entrusted to 
Roy Cowan, a Dallas announcer cap- 
able in the art. 

This weekly show is Dallas-pro- 
duced but alternately staged in Dal- 
las, Oklahoma City and Tulsa audi- 
toriums, where the public may at- 
tend through a Ford dealer hand-out 
ticket. Stations WFAA, Dallas; 
WKY, Oklahoma City, and KVOO, 
Tulsa, compose the present South- 
west chain. ‘Feel of the Ford at the 
Wheel’ is the local name. 











The Nit Wits 
of the 
Networks 


WHITE 
OWL 


WABC 





BURNS *: ALLEN 


Dir.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Wed.. Thurs.. 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T. 


COAST-TO-COAST 


WABCG 


Isham 
Jones 


Orchestra 


COMMODORE HOTEL, N. Y. 
| The big show sponsored by 
EX LAX every Monday, 9:30- 
10 P.M. Sustaining—Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, 11:30- 
12 P.M.; Saturdays, 11-11:15 
| P.M., coast to coast, WABC 























Direction 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


JULES 
| STEIN 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
225 CLUB, CHICAGO 


Many Thanks to 
ED LIEBENSBERGER 
SOPHIE TUCKER 
ABE LASTFOGEL 
and SAM BRAMSON 
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UNCLE NICK’S RADIO KINDER- 

GARTEN 
Variety Show 
45 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WMCA, New York 

Uncle Nick is not the benign 
Uncle Don type. Nick is a gruff, 
homely voice belonging to the radio 
editor of the N. Y. ‘Daily Mirror’, 
Nick Kenny. Besides being an 
ether commentator, Kenny is a pro- 
lific broadcaster. He runs benefits, 
Radio Scandals, Kindergarten re- 
vues and the like at divers times 
and over divers stations. 

This is a 45-minute Sunday noon- 
day frolic from 12:15-1 p. m. It 
bucks a flock of other kid shows. 
On the heels of the very good 
WABC Horn & Hardart program 
and is almost coincidental with 
Baby Rose-Marie and Little Marilyn 
Mack’s vocal stunts. On quality, 
Uncle Nick’s charges are eclipsed 
by the well-organized H&H hour 
and the two solo starlets. But that’s 
to be expected. 

For pop appeal however Kenny 
has a fairly good quota of preco- 
cious boop-a-doopers, comics and 
instrumentalists. It’s a_ sort of 
free-for-all marathon of mommas’ 
prides and joys getting their talents 
off their tonsils. That should in- 
sure a pretty good quorum for a 
listening audience in itself. 

That’s probably why B. Haines 
Surgeon Dentist, Inc., chain zah- 
nartzs, addresses its message to 
adults. It’s a cut-rate, catering-to- 
the-poor trio of molar parlors—ad- 
dresses given in detail a couple of 
times—which uses the juvenile dial- 
in attention as bait for adult appeal. 

That’s good formula generally for 
all kid shows. If the adolescents 
keep that dial open, the adults must 
necessarily listen. And since it’s 
been general experience that the 
kids like the radio to go full blast, 
the elders can’t help but absorb the 
sales’ spiel. 

Kenny doesn’t do the commercial 
talk. That’s the chore of the 
WMCA announcer—now announced 
as the Federal Broadcasting Corp. 
since the new regime in the Donald 
Flamm station—but Kenny also has 
a fan mail puller via a prize award 
for the most mail. The winner of 
last Sunday’s frolic, when intro- 
duced for his Irish medley, didn’t 
evidence any particular genius for 
¢opping talent awards. That’s about 
the size of the talent in general but 
it’s something for Uncle Nick to 
kill time with, anyway. Abel. 


ROYAL GELATINE 

Bert Lahr, George Olsen, Joe Mor- 
rison 

Comedy, Band, Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

Bert Lahr moved last week into 
the Wednesday night niche of the 
Standard Brands air circuit, re- 
placing Fannie Brice, whose run 
had gone better than 30 weeks. 
Standard Brands figures on keeping 
him with the Royal Gelatine spasm 
for at least 13 weeks. Transplanted 
from the Chase & Sanborn coffee 
show along with Lahr are a couple 
stooges that have worked with both 
Lahr and Eddie Cantor on the Sun- 
day night affair. 

What this half hour projects in 
the way of entertainment runs true 
to the J. Walter Thompson mold. 
Here’s one agency whose mode of 
ether presentation has become as 
stylized and cut to pattern as its 
Fleischmann yeast and Chase & 
Sanborn coffee newsprint and 
magazine .ads. 

For his unveiling on the gelatine 
session Lahr ground out an unusu- 
ally funny performance. Continuity 
had him on for two interludes, and 
although the gags were easily rec- 
ognizable, each bit was carried out 
with all the sure-handed contriv- 
ances that make for consistent gig- 
gling on the loud-speaker’ end. 
Lahr’s forte as an air comic is one 
depending strictly on situation. It 
is as a hooligan personality that he 
has fetched attention. Both these 
angles were effectively played up 
and projected on this occasion. 

George Olsen's aggregation has 
been retained as the stanza’s musi- 
cal bulwark. It constitutes one side 
of the picture that the commercial 
has had no concern about since the 
combo made its entry on the pro- 
gram along with Fannie Brice. 
With Joe Morrison there to warble 
the refrains, the pulling power of 


the Olsen tenancy has become 
stronger than ever. Odec. 


TOM TERRIS AUDITIONED 
Tom Terris last week gave Palm- 
olive an audition of one of his 
travelogs, billed as ‘The Quest of 
a Beautiful Woman.’ 

If accepted it will be plotted for 
a single evening a week with nar- 
rative given interludes of drama 





and music. 





NONE-SUCH MINCE MEAT 
With Leo Reisman, Yacht Club 

Boys, Vivien Ruth 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Borden's sponsors these entertain- 
ers with a view to putting over their 
jars of prepared mince meat now 
that Hallowe’en, Thanksgiving and 
the Yuletide are looming and the 
harvest moon is mooning. If the 
mince meat is as tasty as Frere 
Reisman’s music it seems that sales 
will be okay. Reisman carries the 
burden of the program, although 
the song end is not by any means 
negligible. 

Announcer, unmentioned, has a 
good mince meat voice. He is not 
one of those Oxford professors 
that talk about cigarettes and auto- 
mobiles, but a nice homebody, the 
kind of a guy that wouldn’t flinch 
before the fear of nightmares when 
presented with a quarter-section of 
a mince pie. That, of course, is a 
mental picture put together on vocal 
evidence only. 

After all, in & commercial sense 
the only purpose of having Reisman, 
the Yachtsmen and Miss Ruth is to 
get an audience so that a lover of 
victuals can go poetic. That this 
spieler succeeds in making his lis- 
teners gastronomy-minded is a beau- 
tiful testimonial to the program’s 
probablle effectiveness in moving 
those jars off grocers’ shelves. 

It again reverts to the ability of 
the talent to draw and hold the au- 
dience long enough for the mince 
meat message to be embossed on 
public consciousness. Esentially 
it’s an orchestra and song interlude 
and there is little exceptional in 
that. There are dozens of com- 
parable programs on the air. As it 
happens, Reisman and his abettors 
put together a good all-around en- 
tertainment and upon that the au- 
dience magnetism is predicated. 

Land. 


LINIT BATH REVUE 
With Julius Tannen, Ted Husing, 

Jane Froman, Vagabond Glee 

Club, Nino Martini, Harry Breuer, 

Erno Rapee Orch. 

Variety Show 

60 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Not a strong air show. Has a lot 
of talent, running a full hour, but 
somehow doesn’t jell or stand up 
on a par with the pretentiousness of 
its purpose. That’s a basic worry 
about every full hour show which 
calls on every resource to make it 
maintain even keel and arresting 
pace. 

Considering the basically worthy 
components this could and should 
be remedied. No disputing the 
worthiness of the sundry talents— 
Husing’s announcing, Tannen’s 
comedy, Miss Froman’s singing, 
Martini’s ditto, Breuer’s xylo solo 
hammering and Ed Smalle’s Vaga- 
bond Glee Club’s ensemble vocaliz- 
ing. But, as paced and presented, 
it’s just another succession of spe- 
cialties. 

Radio has now progressed to the 
stage where that type of show takes 
broadcasting back to its novitiate 
stages. Radio has experienced too 
much _ skillful showmanship and 
sophisticated presentation in re- 
cent months to make that type of 
a show compare favorably with 
what’s now regarded as a high- 
grade standard. 

On its sundry components, much 
attention has been devoted. For 
example, the Friml medley and ‘Big 
Bad Wolf’ orchestrations are un- 
usual orchestral-vocal productions. 
Nino Martini, the Met opera’s 
youngest tenor, the fetching Miss 
Frohman and the rest likewise more 
than adequately bolster their solo 
opportunities, but the sum total 
lacks. Abel. 





Joe Candullo orchestra to the 
Club Plantation, Buffalo, booked by 
Jack Bertell. 


Ether Slants 





Boake Carter’s slick splicing of 
Philco advertising into the stream 
of his news comment remains the 
best type of individual selling on 
the air. Only a handful of enter- 
tainers, such as Ed McConnell, 
Charley Hamp, Ed Wynn, Fred Al- 
len, succeed in taking the curse off 
the sales message. Possibly because 
only a very few advertisers have 
one-half of 1% of detachment where 
their own program is concerned and 
will allow the commercial to be 
sugar-coated. 

Carter drifts imperceptibly into 
mention of the Philco radio. No 
over-stressing, no absurd claims, 
just matter-of-fact comment that 
leaves its imprint without arousing 
resistance. 

Lum and Abner is a well-written 
serial, with more material than 
script-writers habitually pack into 
a single episode. There were sev- 
eral good laughs Thursday (5) in 
the small-town story. Lots of in- 
telligent attention goes into these 
programs. 

Ford dealers continue to toot their 
horns while Henry Ford himself 
holds to his notions on advertising, 
which are as eccentric as his no- 
tions on history and the NRA. In 
running counter to the manufac- 
turer and launching their own ag- 
gressive advertising campaign to 
meet General Motors and other com- 
petition the Ford dealers through 
the Critchfield agency have framed 
ari put over a nifty script enter- 
tainment. 





Raymond Knight’s Wheatenaville 
serial started Thursday (5) with the 
town crier proclaiming that it was 
7:15 p.m. and all was well in Wheat- 
enaville. Then the story devoted 15 
minutes to sobbing, hand-wringing 
and moaning heartbreak. For Billy 
Bachelor, the model editor of the 
model newspaper in the model town 
had gotten in front of a brick wall 
and the wall had fallen on him. 
Program was one long vigil as all 
of the pals of the hero spent their 
time excavating, ambulancing and 
hospitalizing the victim. In the end, 
Billy groaned and came to and it 
was announced that he would live. 

Only radio fans utterly devoted to 
the characters and the story or mor- 
bid by nature would suffer through 
such a melancholy 15 minutes. 


John B. Kennedy of Collier’s is a 
once-weekly interpreter of events, 
but also one of the most convincing 
of the airline editorializers. His 
comment is more thoughtful and less 


rolet series on Sundays at 10-10.30 
p.m., EST, via WEAF-NBC is sat- 
isfs actorily set. After listening to 
Benny’s first two air shows the wise 
dom 4y this caution is very appar- 
ent, 

It evidences an unusual applica- 
tion by a comedian to his major 
chore, the microphone medium 
which has done so much to advance 
him in the public eye and elevate 
his value as a stage attraction; and 
further evidences a canny concep- 
tion of what it’s all about which 
many another radio satellite might 
well emulate. 

New Chevy series certainly proves 
how much Benny is benefiting from 
these opportunities. It’s also a bou- 
quet in the direction of his sponsors 
for the script and general manner 
of good-natured presentation packs 
everything. Most important is the 
well-conceived kidding manner of 
sales delivery, striking a new high 
in humorous exploitation and like- 
wise a new evolution of that style 
of plugging. 

Announcer Alois Havrilla rings in 
a comedy ad plug that commands 
good-humored respect for its gen- 
eral ingenuity. Along with that, 
Benny's series of travesties on cur- 
rent plays or pictures permits for a 
world of latitude. ‘Supper at Six’ 
brings in a punning play on the 
Metro's cast’s names, a pseudo-Zasu 
Pitts slavey—and a flock of plugs 
for Chevrolet. 

Ben Bernie availed himself of his 
last broadcast from Chi for the good 
old Alma Malta (Blue Ribbon Malt) 
to plug his RKO midwest vr udeville 
itinerary and also his kid brother, 
Dave Bernie, currently at the Hotel 
Sinton, Cincinnati, whom the old 
maestro expects to see when play- 
ing that city. 

Not only did he route his dates 
and theatres but Bernie got in full 
quota of plugs for the tualt and the 
idea that the theatre turn-out will 
be evidence of how the boys and 


reacting to his lads. 
Bernie’s record-label (Columbia) 
now bills the orchestra as ‘All the 
Lads,’ his ether identification. 
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alarmist than some of his contem- 
poraries. 

Last week he was frankly partisan 
for Roosevelt and the NRA. 





General Mills after the older boys 
and girls with ‘Jack Morrison, All- 
American Boy’ (WABC) has -the 
super-youth currently engaged in a 
fantastic race for a fortune of dia- 
monds frozen into a cake of ice. 
Morrison does this chore on the side 
when not winning football games 
for dear old Hudson High. 

Oddly enough, the staccato dialog 
is strongly suggestive of that in 
‘Skippy,’ even the _ delivery. It 
doesn’t ring true as typical of mod- 
ern high school kids but is probably 
intended to reach those age levels 
looking ahead to, dreaming about, 
and dreading high school. Of re- 
sourceful nobility Jack Morrison 
and his cronies have considerably 
more than the three Rover Boys in 
their most exalted moments. 


From a trade angle, Jack Benny 
has been telling nis agents and his 
agents have been telling bookers 
that the comedian will not accept 





any stage work until his new Chev- 





Inside Stuff—Radio 





Gimbels, New York, department store In what it terms a ‘Near Century 


of Progress’, 
photos showing the development of 


Both NBC and Columbia have contributed to the exhibit. 


has currently on exhibition a collection of equipment and 


broadcasting for the past 10 years. 
Most curious 


ot the things on view are the mikes and the control room layouts they 


used in those days. 


For the debut of the Angelo Patri show on CBS last Sunday (8) J. 
Walter Thompson invited for Cream of Wheat as guests various of- 
ficials of child study associations and the eds of parent and child wel- 


fare mags. 


Following the dramatic affair all were asked to write their 


opinions on the program and suggestions as to how its presentation of 


kid preblems could be improved. 


Recently set up in business as a radio program consultant, 


Irwin is adopting an unusual tactic 


their parts and not read from a script. 


the actor’s end, Irwin holds. 


Irwin, who came from dramatic stock, 
As an old stage director 
actors 


several years, 
pooh-poohs the 
Better 


notion that radio 


tion of his theory. 





acting when the mind is free 
one printed page will result in Irwin’s opinion 


Clayton 
with talent. All actors must know 
That’s nothing but laziness on 


promoted radio expositions for 
accustomed to quick study he 
can't be up in their lines. 
from the distraction of following | 
from the general ation | 
} 
} 
| 


VARIETY has received an inquiry from a 250-watt regional station ask- | 


ing for information as to how to sell a radio 





question that there is apparently 
buyer and seller can contact each 


no regular channels through 
other on radic 


station. This brings up the | 
which | 
| 


stations, 


LERS 


“Those Sizzling Sizzlers” have the 
best arrangement of “The Last 
Roundup” that I’ve ever heard. It 
is the work of their pianist (Henry 
E. Lloyd) — NORMAL SIEGEL, 
Cleveland Press. 

Personal Direction CHARLES A. BAYHA 
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Jack Frost Sugar Hour 
NBC Network 


Valencia, Jamaica, Now 


Personal Direction 
james F. Gillespie 
1560 B’way, N. Y. 








BELASCO 


OLDSMOBILE 
10:30 Tues. and Thurs. 
WABC 
Mon., Tues. and Fri., 11:30 to 12:00 
NIGHTLY 
ST. MOK1TZ HOTEL, NEW YORK 


Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIB 
1619 Broadway, New York 








SID LANG 


AND 
HIS ROYALE SYNCOPATORS 


NOW CLUB ROYALE 
—CHICAGO— 














Joe Pa rsons 


Kadio’s Low Voice 


AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 
Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 10:15 P.M., WMAQ 


SINCLAIR MINSTREL 


Every Mon., 8 P.M., N.B.C. 
CHICAGO 











girls throughout the land have been... 
Incidentally,” 
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of possible value to Radio Stat 
Special stunts of all kinds will 
turned in by ‘Variety’ staff men a 





Radio Exploitation 


(In this Department ‘Variety’ will collate each week news items 


ions on the merchandising end. 
be reported, these items being 
nd not written by the station.) 








Lawyers As Actors 

Milwaukee. 
Station WTMJ achieved a wide 
audience and much listener prestige 
by the manner of presenting two 
serials, ‘The Trial of Vivian Ware’ 

and ‘The Trial of Dolores Divine’. 
Station got prominent local citi- 
zens to impersonate characters in 
the scripts. Thus District Attorney 


William Zabel played the D.A. in 
the story. Judge Thaddeus Pruss 
had no trouble impersonating a 


judge and the defense attorney was 
easy for Barrister Oscar Nebel. 
Larry Lawrence, a reporter on the 
Milwaukee ‘Journal’, carried on a 
regular news comment on the im- 
aginary trials. 

Public was cast as the jury. 


Lariats and Pop Guns 


out sleuthing. His outlandish rig 
plus the glass stops traffic. 
Pinned to the backs of 
Holmes and Dr. 
slogan, “Tune In 
7:30 Tonight’. 


Station PDQ 


Old Gold and Celebs 


New York. 
Old Gold remains steadfastly in 
favor of window cards. They ob- 


tain a wide distribution through to- 
baceo and drug stores, stationers, 
ete. This is one reason Old Gold 
likes to change its radio headliners 
every four or five weeks as thereby 
they are able to slip in new faces 
and remind the public of Old Golds 
through constantly changing per- 
sonalities. 


New Exploiter 








New York. 
Ralston’s Purina will attempt one 
of the biggest merchandising fol- 
low-ups on « radio program yet 
launched. In connection with their 


Tom Mix prog-am (NBC) for kids 
elaborate counter and window dis- 
plays for grocery stores have been 


prepared. 
Giveaways for the youngsters in- 


clude such envy-inducing posses- 
sions as lariats, wooden guns, and 
fancy badges qualifying young 


America to take on the dignity be- 
fitting a duly attested ranger. 

Beyond the excitement calculated 
to follow among the kids them- 
selves Ralston’s looks cannily for- 
ward to a terrific pressure on mam- 
mas and papas which in turn will 
be felt by John the Groceryman in 
a big way. 


Shoeleather Ballyhoo 
Chicago. 

Borrowing a page from the 
cinema parlors long since addicted 
to any and all variations of the 
grandwichman the Black and Blue 
Detective programs (Wax) have 
been exploited in the crowded down- 
town streets by two stooges. One 
is Sherlock Holmes, the other Dr. 
Watson and garbed in the distinc- 
tive haberdashery of London in the 
1880's. Sherlock Holmes carries a 
magnifying glass and is apparently 


JACK 
BENNY 


WEAF 
10-10:30 P. M. 
EVERY SUNDAY 
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MILDRED 
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“ROCKING CHAIR” 

















TIM and IRENE 


RYAN and NOBLETTE 
Brown Derby and Humboldt Beer 
Mon. and Fri., 9:45 P.M., PST., 
KGO Network 
‘ Carefree Carnival, Tues., 9 P.M., 
KPO Network 
NBC SAN FRANCISCO 





Pittsburgh. 

Helen Dayle (Solomon) has just 
been named head of Special Promo- 
tion Activities at station WWSW. 
Appointment came following her 
recent return from New York where 
for two weeks she visited chains, 
agencies and special radio advisors. 
Miss Dayle has been connected 
with WWSW in various capacities 
since its inception in May, 1931, and 
of late has concentrated on pub- 
licity. Her press duties have been 
taken over by Laura Walters. 





Heart Talks ‘: 
Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 9. 
KFAB is going to town with an 
old newspaper idea. Biiling a gal 
as Catherine Stone, they've started 
a quarter hour daily conducted like 
the ‘advice and lovelorn’ columns of 
the press. Started two weeks ago 
and already the mail daily has be- 
come too big to handle. Started off 
with some harrowing, sexy letters 
which excited immediate listening 
interest. Period is spotted right in 
the resting time for womenfolks 
about midway between the luncheon 
and dinner hours. 
Report is that she’s a former 
newspaperwoman who used to do 
the same sort of thing for print. 
Her name, as part of the stunt, is 
kept secret and she comes to the 
studio and leaves heavily veiled. 


NAB Convention 





(Continued from page 31) 


seies. Another board member, 
whose status likely to be questioned, 
is Donald Flamm, but indications 
are his inclusion will be sustained 
on Flamm’s explanation that take- 
over of WMCA by Wall street group 
was merely leasing proposition and 
that he’s still stations owner and 
license holder. 
Other Issues 

Other important issues being 
prepared by committee steerers for 
airing during course meet which 
will run through Wednesday night 
are broadcasting industry’s code as 
far as its been reshaped in Wash- 
ington and the continuance of the 
fight against the American Society 


of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, 
Only angle about code as re- 


vised to date which is expected to 
bring on controversy when this 
item comes up Wednesday morning 
is matter of working hours for studio 
and transmitter technicians. Code 
committee split on question of 
maximum hours for this class and 
decided to leave decision whether 


basic level be 48 or 40 to vote of 
convention, Gathering will also be 
called upon to okay minimum 
technician salaries as agreed by 
code committee, which are $40 
weekly for clear channel stations, 
$30 for regional, and $20 local. 


Convention will be told code as 
stands does not attempt set up 
curbs to all chiseling practices pre- 
vailing in business of time sell- 
ing and code committee will en- 
tertain any suggestions as to what 
shall be considered standardized or 
legitimate commissions to _ station 
reps and advertising agencies, 

John W. Guider, special counsel 











—— 


of code committee, will also report 











our orchestra for WB 


EDDIE COPELAND, 





We are happy to announce the engagement of 


Broadcasting System—Wrigley Bldg., Chicago 
OPENED OCTOBER 9, 1933 


CLARENCE E. WHEELER, Director 


Thanks to LESLIE ATLASS and WALTER PRESTON 


BM and the Columbia 


Assistant Director 








| wRA administration has tentatively 
lagreed to establishment of tempo- 
rary code administrative board cov- 
| ering ninety-day period with un- 
| derstanding this coterie will pro- 
|ceed with completion of trade con- 
stitution. Administrative board 


chosen and which Sol Rosenblatt is 
lexpected to okay consists of John 
Shephard, 3rd Yankee network as 





|head; Edward Nockels, WCFL, 


Mr.| Chicago; Alfred J. McCosker, WOR, 
Watson is a printed | Newark; Frank Russell, NBC vice- 
at} president, 


Washington; Henry A. 
| Bellows, CBS vice-president, Wash- 
lington; Iz Buckwalder, Lancaster, 
Pa.: John Elmer, WCBM, Balti- 
more, and Emil Denemark, WEDC, 
Chicago. Last designated by Nock- 
els as his labor confrere on the 
board. 

In attendance at the convention 
was Margaret Jessup, time buyer 
for the McCann-Erickson a: acy, 
with a proposal that the stations 
get together on uniform rate gov- 
erning discounts when the number 
of broadcasts a year exceeded 100. 
As things now stand every outlet 
has its own scale of discounts, 
with some stopping at 25% no mat- 
ter the number of times used by an 
advertiser, while other station rate 
cards run the scale up to 300 broad- 
casts and offer as high as 40% in 
discounts. In the case of NBC and 
Columbia tl.e maximum discount 
allowed an account, regardless of 
number of broadcasts above 300 
used during the course of a year, 
is 25%. 


Outstanding Programs 


(Continued from page 36) 
John and Ned, harmony 
KPO, 1:45-2 p.m., Mon. to Fri. 
Langendorf Pictorial, KGO, 3-3:15 
p.m., daily except Sat. and Sun. Air 
column by and with Rush Hughes. 
(Langendorf Bakery) (J. Walter 
Thompson). 

Hodge Podge Lodge, KFRC, 4:15- 
4:45 p. m., Mon., Wed., Fri. Com- 
edy lodge meeting by and with Jenni- 
son Parker. 

Wheatenaville, KGO, 5:30-5:45 p.m., 
daily except Sun. and Thurs. Dra- 
matic sketch, with Tom Hutchinson, 
Harold Peary, others. (Wheatena) 
(McKee & Albright). 

Little Orphan Annie, KGO, 5:45 
p.m., daily except Sun. and Thurs. 
Childhood play. (Ovaltine) (Blackett, 
Sample, Hummert). 


SUNDAY (OCT. 15) 
Gunnar Johansen, KPO, 6-6:30 p.m., 
concert pianist. 
Do You Believe in Ghosts? KGO, 
9-9:15 p.m., dramatic narrative by 
Harold Burdick; also on Thurs. (S. 
& W. Coffee) (W. Vincent Leahy). 


team, 


MONDAY (OCT. 16) 

Shell Oil Show, KFRC, 8-9 p.m., 
variety show. Shell Oil Co. (J. Walter 
Thompson). Second hour, Blue Mon- 
day Jamboree. 

Stars of West, KGO, 8:30-9 p.m., 
musical show with Mary Wood, Irv- 
ing Kennedy, Acme Quartet, Emil 
Polak and Meredith Willson’s Orch. 
(Acme Beer) (Emil Brisacher). 

Tim & Irene’s Show, KGO, 9:45-10 
p.m., with Tim Ryan and Irene Nob- 
lette, Knickerbocker Quartet, Grace 
Frankel and Gertrude Lyne. (Hum- 
boldt Beer) (Botsford, Constantine, 
Gardner). 





TUESDAY (OCT. 17) 
Memory Lane, KGO, 8:15-8:45 p.m., 
drama by and with Ted Mazvwell, 
Billy Pagem, Eileen Piggott. (Gen- 
eral Petroleum) (Smith & Drumm). 


WEDNESDAY (OCT. 18) 

Souvenirs of Italy, KYA, 8-9 p.m. 
Native musical program, sponsored 
by local Italian firms. 

One Man’s Family, KGO_ 8:30-9 
p.m. Drama by Carlton EE. Morse. 
(Wesson Oil) (itzgerald, New Or- 
leans). 

Waltz Time, 
Ben Klassen, 
Willson Orch. 


KPO, 9:30-10 p.m., 
tenor, with Meredith 


THURSDAY (OCT. 19) 

Standard Symphony Hour, KGO, 
8:15-9:15 p.m., Alfred Hertz, conduct- 
ing. (Standard Oil) (McCann Erick- 
son). 

Borden Capers, KTAB, 7-9 
Variety show. (Borden Milk) 
Cann-Erickson). 


p.m. 
(Mc- 


FRID..Y (OCT. 20) 

Keminine Fancies, IX'RC, 3-4 p.m. 
Woman’s hour, m.c.’d by Id Fitzger- 
ald, Claude Sweeten’s orch, guest 
vocalists. 

Eddie Peabody, KGO, 7:30-8 p.m. 
Fintertainer with orch. and guest vo- 
ealist. (Safeway Stores) (Botsford, 
Constantine, Gardner). 


SATURDAY (OCT. 21) 

Carefree Carnival, KPO, 8:30-9:30 
p.m. Variety show, with Tim Ryan 
and Irene Noblette, Tommy Harris, 
Mary Wood, Irving Kennedy, Doric 
Quartet, Ned Tollinger, Cynthia, 
Meredith Willson’s Orch., Marshall’s 
Mavericks. 





NEW YORK 

Robert's Beauty Salon, 13 Wednes- 
day morning programs with a string 
trio and Jean Colvert doing the 
beauty spiel. WJZ. 

CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

Pennzoil Co., 16 five-minute tran- 
scriptions, Mon., Wed. and Fri. eve- 
nings. Placed by Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
Inc. WBT. 

Dodge Motor Car Co., 13 five-min- 





ute transcriptions, Mon., Wed., Fri. 
evenings. Through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, Inc. *VBT. 


Knox Co., 13 five-minute record- 
ings, ‘Newspaper Adventures,’ Sun- 


day matinees, starting Oct. 15. 
Placed by Dillon & Kirk, Kansas 
City. WBT. 

Montgomery Ward Co., 13 five-min- 
utt talks Friday a.m., beginning 
Nov. 3. Through Neisser-Myerhoff, 
Inc., Chicago. WBT. 

Prophylactic Brush Co., 13 an- 


Mon., Wed. and Fri- 
day evenings. Pl¢:ed by Lambert 
& Feasley, Inc. WBT. 

Procter & Gamble, second series of 
Oxydol five-minute recordings. 
Through World Broadcasting Sys- 
tem. WBT. 

B. F’. Goodrich Rubber Co., 11 five- 
minute disks, three each a.m., mati- 
nee and evening, Mon., Wed. and 
Fri. Placed by Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
WBT. 

Association of American Soap & 
Glycerine Producers, 60 announce- 
ments tied to weather reports, aft- 
ernoons and evenings,, startmeg Oct. 
23. Through Newell-Emmett Co. 
WRT. 

Rumford Baking Co., 52 quarter- 
hour recordings, Mon. and Thurs. 
mornings, starting Oct. 16. Placed 
by Scott-Howe-Bowen. WBT. 


SEATTLE 

Stokerette, Inc., ‘Twilight Melodies,’ 
with Ruby Shendel and Glen Eaton, 
15 minutes daily except Sunday, 
starting Oct. 5 over KXA. 

Blue Diamond Coal Co., 15-minute 
morning record programs, starting 
Oct. 6. EAA, 

Theronoid, 15-minute health talk, 
daily except Sunday, starting Oct. 4. 
KXA. 

General Mills, Inc., five-minute dise 
plugging ‘Wheat Hearts’ each eve- 
ning from Oct. 4 to Oct. 17. KOL. 

F. 8S. Lang, series of 100-word an- 
nouncements running daily except 
Sunday during the month of October 
over KOL. 

Triangle Paint Co., series of 26 120- 
word announcements, to be given 
three times weekiy over KJR., 
Started Oct. 2. 

Western Dairy Products, series of 
35-word announcements over 
KOMO and 13 50-word announce- 
ments over KJR plugging Sunfreze 
ice cream, to be given within two 
months. 

Lundquist-Lilly Co. (clothiers), two 
15-minute programs each evening, 
one on KOMO and the other on 


nouncements, 





KJR, starting Oct. 10, to run_indefi- 
nitely. 
LOS ANGELES 

Old Mission Tablets, KNX, Tues. 
and Weds., 6:30-6:45, King’s Cow- 
boys, ranch singers. 

Adohr Creamery, ‘Opera of the Air,’ 
KFAC and KE WB, rebroadcast from 
KNX, Wednesday, 8-9 p.m. eight 
times. (Lord & Thomas.) 

Cubison Cracker Co., KF AC, Tues., 
Thurs. and Fris., 7:15-7:30 p.m. 
Congo Bartlett, songs and chatter, 
13 weeks. (Graham Hughes.) 

Swanfeldt-El Rey Roofing Co., 
KFAC, Mons. and Weds., 6:15-6:30 


p.m. Van Fleming, comic, three 
monts. (Charles Mount.) 

Forest Lawn Cemetery, KYFAC, 
Tues. and Thurs., 9:15-9:30 p.m. 
Robert McNamara, singer; Mary 
Edith Smith, harpist: one month. 


(Dan B. Miner.) 


is Remington-Rand, KIWRB, 5.30 to 
5:45 p.m., Tues. and Fri., ‘Purdy 
Brothers,’ discs. (Batten, Barton, 


Durstine & Osborn.) 

Golden State Creamery, KFWB, 14 
announcements daily. 

General Mills Co., Gaffers and Sat- 
tler, Canine Dog Food Co., KNX, an- 
; nouncements on the Bill Sharples 

daily two-hour breakfast show. 


HARTFORD 

Dodge Brothers Motor Car, WTIC,| 
three announcements per week for 
13 weeks. Placed by Ruthrauf & 
Ryan. 

Industrial Aolcohol 
announcements, one a 
weeks’ with renewal extending 
throughout the winter. Time and 
weather reports. Placed by Newell- 
Emmet & Co. WTIC. 


PITTSBURGH 

Ayer Co., four evening spot an- 
nouncements per week for 26 weeks. 
Agency, Broadcast Advertising, Inc. 
KDKA. 

Dodge Motor Car Co., 5-minute 
transcriptions three times per week 
for 13 weeks. Agency, Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, Inc. MDKA., 

Gimbels, daily participation in 
style and shopping programs; one- 
half hour music and drama show. 
Placed direct. KDKA. 

Commercial Milling Co., two an- 
nouncements and four participations 
in daily Home Forum programs. 
Agency, Karl Behr. KDNA. 

Frank and Sedar, Cedercrest Foot- 


Institute, 70 
day for 10 











New Business 


ball shows twice weekly in after. 
noon and once in evening. Placed 
direct. WJAS. 

Jaret Shampoo, vocal trio, ones 


weekly, with talk by Dorothy Dar- 
ling, stylist. WJAS. 


DENVER 

Cystex will sponsor ‘Newspaper Ad« 
ventures,’ a 15-min, trans. for 3 
months, KLZ, 

Following spot announcements 
have been signed by KLZ: Prophy- 
lactic, Beechnut, Dodge Cars, Coloe 
rado Reo Co., Denver Jewelry Coa. 
Morton Dress Shop, Cobb’s Dresg 
Shop, and Amters’ ready to wear. 


CINCINNATI 

Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, 
WCKY, Covington, Ky. opposite 
Cincy, with electrical transcriptions 
advertising its crack air-conditioned 
train, The Sportsman, between Cin- 
cinnati and Washington, D. C. Con- 
tract for year. 

PORTLAND, ORE. 

IF’, A. Cook Motor Service Co., KEX 
for news flashes daily for one year. 

Nick’s Floral House, KGW for 15 
min. Sunday afternoon periods. 
Contract for nine months. Program 
a series of dialog dramatic sketches, 


FORT WAYNE. 
Goodrich Tire Co., 8:15 p.m., Mon,, 


Wed., Thurs. Musical novelties, 
Wowod. 
Prophylactic Toothbrush, Mon, 
Wed., Fri. at 8 p.m. Contests, 
Wwowod. 


GARBER IN TRIANON 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 
Jan Garber comes into the Karzas 
southside Trianon ballroom for a 
run starting Oct. 28. Barnie Cum- 
mins takes the exit after having 
held the Trianon spot for about 18 
months. 
Understood that Cummins is now 
negotiating with the Hotel New 
Yorker for the winter season. 


ROY FOX 


AND HIS 


BAND 


KIT-CAT 
LONDON 


B.B.C. NETWORK 




















~ 





PAUL WHITEMAN Presents 


RAMONA 


N. B. C. Network 


KRAFT-PHENIX 
PROGRAM 





WEAF 
Thursday 10 P. M. 


VICTOR 
RECORDS 











RUBY 
NORTON 


JACK CURTIS 


CURTIS and ALLEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg. New York 











THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD WiLL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
“HOLLYWOOD PARTY” 


NOW IN PRODUCTION 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 

















aw 


ae 


























Tuesday, October 10, 1933 


MUSIC 


VARIETY 








- 


STUDIO 





Quarterly Bonus for Hit Writers: 
ASCAP Pacifying Youngsters 








To satisfy the younger members 
who have been squawking about 
being discriminated against in fa- 
vor of the oldtime songsmiths the 


writer faction on the directorate of 
the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and _ Publishers 
have decided to give bonuses. For 
the purpose it has been agreed to 
get aside from the writers’ share of 
the ASCAP collections each quar- 
ter $12,500 with the coin to be split 
up among the writers of the first 
10 hit numbers for that 90-day pe- 
riod. 

What constitutes the first 10 
songs will be determined by the 
number of air plugs received dur- 
ing the quarter from the leading 
stations in New York and Chicago. 
Publisher members of the Society 
declare that the plan is okay with 
them because the yardstick used 
will stimulate the writers in get- 
ting out and obtaining their own 
performance placements. Extra 
royalty splitups for the writer class, 
which goes into effect immediately, 
is the first thing of its kind 
adopted by the Society. 

Writer members of the board fig- 
ure that the bonus plan is the 
easiest way out of the dilemma 
which has been forced on them by 
the younger hit confectors in re- 
cent months. Charge here has been 
that the board has been delinquent 
in boosting the classification of the 
newer element because of a desire 
to maintain the high standing of 
the veteran members or the hit 
writers of yesteryear. 


-MASTED SCHOONER 
IS TROY, N. Y., NITERY 


Troy, N. Y., Oct. 9. 

Larry Funk’s band has succeeded 
Mal Hallet’s orchestra on the Para- 
dise Ship, floating night club at 
Troy. 

Prices aboard Paradise, a five- 
masted schooner, which once sailed 
the seas as The City of Portland, 
have been reduced to 50 cents for 
luncheon dance, 85 cents for a 
table d’jour, and $1 for a supper 
dance, from 10 p.m. to closing. 


Color Scheme Worries 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Executive committee on uniforms 
for the local Federation of Musi- 
cians went into its first huddle last 
week to decide a new color scheme 
for musical outfits. Idea is that the 
present uniform is too drab and col- 
orless. This decision was reached 
after a few weeks of World’s Fair 
guide outfits and American Legion 
paraders. Want something that will 
be spotted a couple of miles away. 

Committee sitting up nights on 
this question takes in Armin Hand, 
former vaude house band conductor, 
Jack Bramhall, Joe Levitt, Carl 
Schulte and Walter Schmidt. 














Radio Rogues Waxed 


First act of the air star imper- 


Bfonating category to be given a 
Phonograph waxing is the Radio 
Rogues. Brunswick is the catalog 


to which the trio has been added. 
Act, which has been playing 
around vaudeville, caught the at- 
tention of the recording company 
through a bit it did in Bing Cros- 
by’s latest for Paramount, ‘Holly- 
wood Party.’ Threesome’s initial 
— goes on next month’s release 
st. 





ETTING NOW BRUNSWICK 


Ruth Etting has returned to the 
Brunswick fold. Contract gives the 
Phonograph company exclusive call 
on her recordings for a minimum of 
one year. 

Warbler for years has been on 
the Columbia Phonograph list, but 
before that she turned ’em out for 
One of the Brunswick catalogs. 


v 


Short or Anderson Stage 
Reincarnated Palais 


Hassard Short or John Murray 
Anderson will stage the class show 
designed for the rechristened Palais 
Royal when it reopens Nov. 1. Sam 
Salvin, of the original Salvin-Jimmy 
Thompson interests which operated 
the class Palais Royal before it 
went chowrmeinery as the Palais 
D’Or, will personally manage. 

Ben Marden will operate and 
Emil Coleman’s orchestra is set. A 
couvert of $2 and $3 will obtain in 
view of the intended limited pa- 
tronage. 


Those Royalty 


Checks Will 
Look Nicer 


Royalty checks distributed by the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers for the 
third 1933 quarter will be somewhat 
better than these of the previous 
split-up. Divvy on this occasion 
comes to around $460,000, or $60,000 


over the sum collected for the April 
to June, inclusive, stretch. Drafts 
covering individual shares are due 
to go out to the writer and pub- 
lisher membership either today or 
tomorrow (11). It will be the larg- 
est gross handout ever made by the 
society. 

With a special class AAA to con- 
sider for the first time in ASCAP 
history and also the two additional 
double A rankings (Robbins and 
Witmark) voted by the classifica- 
tion board at the last meeting, the 
entire splitting up method accord- 
ing to percentage is due this time 
for a general revision. Even with 
the society’s take increase for the 
past three months the class A group, 
for instance, may find their checks 
this time showing a very slight 
margin over the second quarter's 
share. 

Increase for the past three months 
has been largely due both to re- 
opened theatres and broadcasters 
paying up their sustaining fees and 
commercial taxes which had ac- 
cumulated through the summer. 








Frisco Musikers Work 





San Francisco, Oct. 9. 

Musicians’ Union, Local 6, is all 
smiles over the employment record 
of the past month when nearly 100 
men went into permanent jobs. Fox 
with 15 and Orpheum with 12 men, 
Warfield with three extras consti- 
tutes the new theatre jobs. 

Three new dance jobs have al- 
ready opened up, with a four sched- 
uled for this month. They include 
the Palace hotel with Tom Coak- 
ley, the Edgewater seach club 
(formerly Tait’s) with Griff Wil- 
liams, and the Athens Club, Oak- 
land, with Red Plummer. State 
Hof Brau eatery lights up shortly 
with Jimmy Davis. 

Tom Gerun’s band of all local 
men returns to the Bal Tabarin cafe 
Oct. 24, succeeding Kay Kyser, who 
heads for southern California and 
some one-night stuff. Gerun is 
part owner with Frank Martinelli 
of the Bal Tab. 

Will King plans a dine and 
dance spot in the basement of the 
Warfield building in the present lo- 
cation of KYA. He'll use a band, 
too. 

With prohibition repeal just 
around the corner, a flock of other 
spots are being contemplated, most 





with dancing. 
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PIG MUGIKERS 


Lots That Write Around 


Standard Tunes 


Assessed Heavily in Fu- 
ture 


—_—---—- 


CAUGHT IN MIDDLE 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

Chargin that certain film studios 
are dodging music license fees by 
writing their own music, which just 
skirts the tune they really want, 
and that in some instances, where 
foreign selections must be pur- 
chased, the original copyright hold- 
er is approached, rather than the 
American agent, Edward B. Marks 
Music Co., will in the future favor 
studio music departments that con- 
sistently live up to an_ ethical 
standard. 

For the past three weeks, William 
Weiman, sales manager of Marks, 
has been here huddling with studio 
musical heads and has emerged 
vith the declaration that top prices 
will be charged those studios which 
have been doing the alleged double- 
dealing. 

Marks, along with the other pubs, 
has been accepting fees either the 
same as or lower than the former 
scale on numbers controlled, but in 
the future Marks is going to charge 
whatever it pleases for tunes in its 
catalog, which includes large 
number of foreign lists, studios be- 
ing assessed in proportion to the 
number of songs they use. 

‘Some studios are willing to spend 
any amount of money for musical 
sequences, musicians, scoring and 
talent, but try to chisel down on 
the royalty for the music that is the 
basis for the entire scene’, Weiman 


said. 
Upped $400? 


In one instance a studio offered $50 
for the use of a Marks-controlled 
number of Mexican origin. Since 
the film company had been writing 
around songs owned by the pub- 
lisher in order to escape fees, a $250 
charge was set. 

Then the studio wired to the orig- 
inal copyright owner in Mexico City, 
who had turned the piece over to 
Marks. On instructions from the 
latter, the Mexican firm asked $500. 
Studio then resumed negotiations 
with Marks, offering to pay the 
$250. 

In the meantime it was learned 
that the song had already been re- 


cod 
‘ 


corded in a picture before the 
necessary cCleara.uce had been ef- 
fected and the price went up to 


$1,000, 
Weiman left for New York middle 
of last week. 





Denny Band in Loop 
For Opera Club Job 


9 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 
Jack Denny orchestra spotted to 
open the new Opera Club on Nov. 
5. Originally planned for Vincent 
Lopez, but that deal cold with Lo- 
pez outfit now at the Chez Paree. 
Will make the first time Denny 
has appeared in Chicago. Niterie 
will use acts but no line of girls. 





Ben Blue at Vanity 


gen Blue, with five stooges, in- 
cluding Shep Howard, w.k. among 
‘em, goes into the Club Vanity Fair, 
N. Y., tomorrow night (Wednes- 
day) for a minimum of 10 weeks, 
succeeding Milton Berle, opening 
attraction at Benny Clinton-Sammy 
Ledner’s nitery. 

Under contract to Warner Eros. 
for shorts, Blue plays the night en- 
gagement as well as vaudeville be- 
tween. He goes into the Palace, 
N. Y., for a week Friday (13). 

Joe Rivkin is piloting Blue in all 
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SONG SWIPING 





Jewish Composer Discrimination a 


Factor in ASCAP Pact with Nazis 


+ 





Crediting Best Sellers 





San Francisco, Oct. 9. 
VARIETY’'s list of 10 best song 


sellers will come in for a 
weekly plug through KPO 
(NBC), which this week be- 


gins a weekly half hour with 
Meredith Willson’s orchestra 
and singers, 

Broadcast will use VARIETY’s 
list and credit it as compiling 
the 10 best sellers of the week, 
on the basis that if VARIETY 
says those 10 are the most 
popular throughout the coun- 
try, the public must be hot for 
those particular tunes. 


$100,000 FROM 
BRITAIN FOR 
ASCAP 


Annual dividend from the British 
Performing Rights Society has been 
deposited to the credit of the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers with the payment 
this time amounting to over $100,- 
000. As a preliminary to splitting 
up this plum the ASCAP bookkeep- 
ers are charting the English per- 
forming rights involved according 
to ‘American Writer and Publisher.’ 
Means that it will take another two 
or three months before the divvy of 
the $100,000 is made. 

ASCAP'‘s payment to the British 











Approval of the new agreement 
with the German performing rights 
society got by the board of directors 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers by a 
thin last week. Argu- 
ment on the measure was long and 
bitter with the line of battle drawn 


majority 


strictly by the Jewish members 
of the board. Several of the direc- 
tors assumed an attitude of neu- 


trality and declared that they were 
willing to abide by the vote of the 
others. 

Contract with the German signa- 
tures had been received here some 
time ago but ASCAP action on it 
had been deferred pending the de- 
velopment of the Nazi _ situation. 
When the matter was brought up 
last week the chief opposition to 
entering into any business de.lings 
with Germany was voiced by Bobby 
Crawford, from the publisher ranks, 
and Irving Caesar, representative of 
the writer contingent. Crawford 
and Caesar contended that as long 
as the Nazi powers barred the per- 
formances of compositions created 
by those of Jewish descent it was 
up to the American Society to re- 
ject any reciprocal arrangement 
with that country. ; 

Unfair to Others 


Main line of argument opposed to 
this viewpoint was that, though the 
Cerman situation was to be con- 
demned, it would not be fair to 
penalize the Gentile members of the 
American Society by depriving them 
of royalties from German sources, 
When the issue -finally came to a 
vote those in favor of approval had 
but a single vote to spare, 


MUSIC CODE OCT. 17 








performing rights combine this year 
comes to around $20,000. Under the 
new contract between these two or- 
ganizations the BPRS expects to 
make heftier collections than this. 
It is now incumbent upon the 
American Society to maintain a 
more detailed record of the num- 
ber of air plugs of British com- 
positions on this side. To com- 
pute the percentage of British num- 
bers played the American Society 
will from week to week take toll of 
the performance logs of different 
stations around the country. The 
dividends paid England will be 
based on the percentage of British 
plugs as compared to the aggregate 
number of performances charted 
here. If the British portion comes 
to 10% it will collect 10% of all 
money taken in by the American. 
The new contracts with the French 
and German performing rights so- 
cieties calls for a similar chart 
maintenance and percentage com- 
putattion. 


CASA LOMA CLEARED 
Local 802 Rudnsvalen Band—Agency 
Complained 


Glenn Gray and the Casa Loma 
band have been cleared by the gov- 


BEFORE ROSENBLATT 


Official announcement from the 
NRA administration sets the hear- 
ing on the music industry's code for 
Oct. 17 with, the place Room I of 
the Chamber of Commerce build- 
ing, Washington, and the time 10 
a.m. Irvin A. Edelman, general 
counsel for the National Associa- 
tion of Sheet Music Wholesalers, 
denied Saturday (7) a report that 
W. Grant Ege had stepped out as 
president of the jobbers organiza- 
tion. 

Ege, declared Edelman, 1s cur- 
rently engaged in working with the 
lawyer on the data and general line 
of argument that will be presented 
to Sol Rosenblatt, deputy NRA ad- 
ministrator, as the jobbers’ case 
against the music code as it now 
stands. 





Young Shows Em Hew 





Chicago, Oct. 9. 
Ernie Young likely to continue 
his Manhattan Garden cafe else- 
where in town following his click 
with the Oriental Village and cafe, 





erning board of musicians local 
802 of charges instigated by the 
international union. Acting on a 
tip-off made by one of the vonndcg 
band booking offices the interna- | 
tional accused the Casa Loma | 
combo of rule violation when it] 
came into New York = several | 
months ago to do some recording | 


of phonograph records. 
As an out-of-town unit Casa} 
Loma, according to the federation’s | 


charges, had exceeded its privi- 
leges in taking on a New York re- 


At the hear- 
it developed 


cording engagement. 
ing of the complaint 





that the band had obtained per- 
mission for the move from local 
802 officials, who at the time based 


this grant on the fact that the men 
in the unit had on file applications 
for in the New York 
union. 

Recording date involved took 
place while the band was spotted 
in the Glenn Island Casino, near 
Pelham, N. Y. 


membership 





Joint had been in legal difficul- 
ties when Young took control 
around Aug. 1 and in one month 
turned a flop into a heavy money 
success. Smart move, admitted by 
all local show business, was his 
securing of Sally Rand for his 
spot against much competition, 





Kornheiser-Schuster Firm 


Phil Kornheiser and Ira Schuster 


have joined up for a new music 
publishing enterprise. 
Firm is to be known as Korn- 


heiser-Schuster, Ine. Offices have 
been opened. 


CUMMINS DISCS 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 


Bernie Cummins band doubled 
from the southside Trianon to do 
some recording for Columbia. 

Turned out five sides, the extra 


half being just in case and to sup- 
ply choice in the coupling of tunes. 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





CHEZ PAREE, N. Y. 
New York, Oct. 6. 
This is the old Five O’Clock Club, 
300 Club and a lot of other names, 
ircluding the latest, until now, the 
Club Jack Osterman, It folded 


quickly with Osterman last summer, 
through unpropitious debut at the 
wrong time of the season, and is 
now the Chez Paree under same 
Harry Deitsch management with 
Mickey Alpert, m. c., and Gilda Gray 
heading the show. 

It looks like a cinch for nite biz. 
Ne couvert but a ‘3 minimum cacck 
and good value considering the 
show. Along with the conferencier, 
the shimmyist, after an avalancae of 
Harlem turkey-walk and  0otiicr 
forms of hotcha torso-tossing. still 
éeviderces why sitv was tops in Fer 
day, wid car still out-wiggie the 
heSt «f “eie bu. in a hi-class h w- 
down manner. It’s not blatantly 
Harlemese yet Gilda can voom- 
voom it with tre best of ‘2:n. 

Buddy Wagner, a maest.o who 
p.ays 2 clarine! wee. ng tats, gives 
out okay dansapation. Wagener, 
seemingly smitten with the Chez 
Paree billing, also gives out a goodly 
quota of tangos along with the 
orthodox foxtrotology. 

Show is properly paced by Alpert 
without getting too low-down. Sex 
in the nite spots is too familiar a 
thing for it to appeal any more as 
nocturnal bait. It’s oke for the 
Harlem dives, the Gladys Bentleys 
and the nudies at Joe Moss’ or 
NTG’'s emporiums, which makes it a 
relief for some real talent to do its 
stuff, at the same recognizing that 
the atmosphere is very al fresco and 
hey-hey. But it’s retailed mod- 
erately and sets better all around, 
as a result. 

Theo Phaene, a nifty looker who'll 
have the boys ga-ga over those 
optics, opens. She's from the coast 
and probably was deemed oke for 
pictures, but something happened. 
Anyway she knows how to use the 
eyes and backs it up wih not a little 
expert stepology. 

An extraordinary dance team are 
June Baron and Charles Blair. She 
is beaucoup s. a. on the draw, with 
a telling make-up that has the boys 
buzzing, and Blair is class vis-a-vis. 
Oke for hoof, anywheres. 

Ethel (Sparky) Norris is another 
telling personality who registers 
with her diminitive manner of 
working. Alpert is good straight in 
the doubles. Tom Hardy, from up 
New England way who has been 
with Alpert in the Hub niteries and 
who has barnstormed as dancing 
auxiliary for Mal Hallett’s orchestra 
all over way-down-east, has a 
roguish Jack Donahue personality 
and works not a little like him. 
Hardy is a clicker. Selma King. 








EMERSON GILL 
And HIS ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING 


BOOK-CADILLAC HOTEL 
DETROIT 
Direction MCA 








blues, rounds it out and Gilda Grey 
tops it off. 

They say this is going to be an- 
other halcyon nite life season— 
that’s the dope along the main drag. 
A frolic like the Chez Paree is on 
the right track to get more than its 
share of the take. Abel. 


Chateau-Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Oct. 7. 

There is plenty of real entertain- 
ment in the new floor show at the 
Chateau, entertainment that starts 
with a zip and continues to zip 
all the way through. 

One of the principal reasons for 
the pleasant program is undoubt- 
edly the good job done by Jack 
Edwards as master of ceremonies. 
Gifted with a personality plus the 
ability to sing and dance and 
clown in a clever manner, Edwards 
ties things together in a most 
agreeable way. 

It is rather difficult to pick a 
bright particular star owing to the 
general excellent run of entertain- 
ment offered. Lulu Bates sings blues 
very well. Senorita Armita, thor- 
oughly Spanish in manner, and 
somewhat audacious, dances; 
Kirby and De Gage rumba a bit 
plus other dances; Sylvia and 
Bettina bring good taste in cos- 
tumes to aid their act, and their 
fan dance is different; six girls 
known as the Mary Vandes girls 
do ballet numbers in a thoroughly 
schooled manner and Bill Davidson 
has his orchestra there to furnish 
the music for everything. 

A nifty show for Milwaukee. 











Philharmonic Syracuse 
Syracuse, Oct. 9. 

Syracuse will have two symphony 
orchestras this season despite the 
fact that the sponsors of the Syra- 
cuse Symphony have voted to dis- 
continue programs. Musicians Pro- 
tective Association today announced 
it would organize a symphony, des- 
ignating a committee of five to 
choose personnel, select a conductor 
and work out a program. Union 
aims to give employment to jobless 
theatre musicians. 

Musicians’ union ignored an in- 
vitation from Syracuse University 
to consolidate its members of sym- 
phonic stature with the University 
Symphony of 70, which under Andre 
Polah will present a series of con- 
certs from November to April. 
Syracuse Symphony now discontin- 
uing had Vladmir Shavitch as con- 
ductor. 





BOBBY BERMAN IN CHI 
B. B. B. goes to Chicago to m.c. 
the floor show at Frankie Howard's 
Paramount Club. 
Opens Oct. 11. 





Bert Hirsch and Hal Brown col- 
laborated on a jazz version of 
Brahm’s symphony which got its 
initial airing on the Bayer’s Aspirin 
show NBC last Sunday (8) night. 

















OE LEWIS 


KING OF THE NIGHT CLUBS 
MAKING JOLLY TIMES AT THE 


Club Royale, Chicago 








Looks Like Hays Code 


(Continued from page 5) 
set-up. In the final analysis, how- 
ever, only the last edition of the 
|code will tell the real story about | 
| them since ‘language’ plays the | 
most important part. 





| 
Grievance Set-Up | 


The administration's attention 
was called to the grievance set-up, 
pointing out that indie distributors 
would be barred from representa- 
tion if it went through as contained 
in the government’s tentative draft. 
Rosenblatt said when the revised 
clause is incorporated it will specify 
‘affiliated’ and ‘unaffiliated.’ The 
same thing goes for the zoning com- 
mittee line-up, he promised. An 
interesting highlight leaking out 
from one of the star chamber con- 
ferences is reported to have been 
attempts of Skouras and RKO to 
record their circuits as ‘unaffiliated.’ 

The deputy is said to have virtu- 
ally laughed at the claims, ruling 
that they as well as all other thea- 
tres in which producers have an in- 
vestment are definitely to be under 
the ‘affiliated’ classification. This, 
if officially carried out during the 
code regime, will be of vital im- 
portance to simon pure indies so 
far as voice in committees is con- 
cerned, 

Even with these assurances, how- 
ever, the indies are skeptical since 
they have all eyes on the big body, 
that authority. Again they stake 
hope in government observers. 

A lot of last minute suggestions 
are flocking in. The Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
crippled as it is through walkouts, 
would have the out-of-work actor 
get something of the breaks which 
the code gives the extra. And the 
insurgent indie force, for a time 
calling itself a contemporary of the 
Hays organization, is still reported 
to be writing a code of criticism of 
the government’s code. On all of 
these matters, however, the admin- 
istration is outwardly unruffled, 
making the definite promise that 
there will not be a second public 
hearing. 

Industry politics during the past 
week exceeded all highs. Article 
ten is directly responsible for the 
rumpus in the Hays circle. The 
big five staged a break when War- 
ners did an individual, leaving a 
harmonious four. To date the 
large boys’ salary standardization 
seems about as muddled as right 
to buy. The deputy reports every- 
one has a different theory and so 
do some of the company heads, 
privately. It’s a matter of record 
now that execs must be included 
in any money leveling. The Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica has also had some machine 
trouble, some of its leaders openly 
declaring they will not sign the 
code, which they call a death war- 
rant for many in their constituency. 
And the indiehaysites have had 
talk trouble. They are supposed to 
do one thing and some of them do 
the other. Some of them, for in- 
stance, didn’t want to haul up the 
white flag. 

From a neutral point of view the 
inside right now would _ indicate 
that few of the breaks, so far as 
Hays and MPTOA are concerned, 
are serious. Haysites have _ too 
much in hand, it is observed, to 
take any chance with anything 
amounting to a permanent cleav- 
age in the organization. And the 
MPTOA is manifestly the closest 
of Hays stepchildren. Its boys are 
not as divergent as it would some- 
times appear, according to some of 
the chamber attendees, who report 
that behind closed doors not too 

















Most Played on the Air Last Week 





through-Friday week, regularly. 





To familiarize the rest of the country with the tunes most sung 
and played on the air around New York, the following is the com- 
pilation for last week. This tabulation will continue regularly. 

In answer to inquiries. these plugs are figured on a Saturday- 


Tabulation in turn is broken down into two divisions: 
of plugs on the major networks (WEAF and WJZ of the NBC chain, 
and WABC, key station of CBS), along with the total of plugs on 
New York's two most important 


WMCA. 
WEAF 
WJZ WOR 

Title WABC WMCA Total 
‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ ....... 26 13 39 
‘Pati of the TOW ..ccsscseccvvcccs 2 16 39 
‘The Last Round Up’ ..ccccccesees 30 6 36 
‘This Time It’s Love’ ...cccccceccere 23 11 34 
‘You've Got Everything’ ...... e 12 20 32 
‘Bless Your Heart’ ...cccccee ceasae Oe 12 31 
‘Goodnight Little Girl’ ......ccccerss 24 5 29 
‘Dinner at Bight’ ....cccoees <a ene ee 20 9 29 
‘An@ So GOOdDye’ ccccccccccsececss 18 11 £9 
“Thig Ie FRROMANCE ..cccccccccevecece 24 2 26 
Bie Bad. WO iavccsscvsseveccces 19 7 26 
‘That’s How Rhythm Was Born’ 20 3 23 
Wines. Winshe BES ive cisscevctecce 7 5 22 
ee © 2 5 85s 6 ov ee C4 RSA SEES Oe CRR 14 S 22 
‘Ah, But Ie It Love? cecosevsecsecs 3 § 21 
. 2 ¥ Nerve eyerrer yy ere 13 8 21 
"“Aimtehe Gilad” ..ccccccccccccvsesece 7 13 20 
15 5 20 


‘Marching Along Together’ ......... 


Number 


independent stations—WOR and 








much disgruntlement gets on the 
record. 
Got to Take It 


About the other indies—there is 
still that impression which some of 
their leaders earlier in codism con- 
firmed. This is that they had to 
hold that line while in Washing- 
ton. They still have the habit of 
denying in the afternoon state- 
ments made in the morning. All 
of their rash threats are petering 
out. They still maintain, however, 
that the attorney general's office 
is around the corner despite the 
fact that veteran followers of the 
NRA point out that attempts to 
‘show up’ the NRA have been made 
before with the courts ruling the 
recovery act as an emergency. 
Again, as time wears on, it’s be- 
ginning to get around that they've 
got to take it and like it. 

If the President signs the code 
Oct. 20, and that’s the date now 
being mentioned in major circles 
which have had the correct low- 
down all along, the boys who won't 
sign will have until Christmas to 
reconsider. If they wait until New 
Year’s they won't be able to rate 
consideration of grievance commit- 
tees. In the next couple of months, 
therefore, they'll have plenty of 
opportunity to test out all of their 
theories. One of them is that they, 
the indie mob, represent over 50% 
of the industry. But MPTO<Aites 
for the first time venture the be- 
lief that all of the indie organiza- 
tions put together don’t have a 
membership total in excess of 8,000 
theatres. And, as in other indus- 
tries certain Washingtonians ob- 
serve, the amount of capital] in- 
vested is an important note in the 
code song. 

Rosenblatt has repeatedly made 
the statement to the press that 
there will be no radical revisions in 
the present code. He expects it to 
remain, over 50% _ intact. The 











deputy, however, has expected a lot 
of things. As for the code itself, 
if credence were placed in general 
industry conversation, plus some 
actualities, the formula is just 
starting. 3ut certain exhibs and 
organization men have gone home, 
leaving word in circulation that 
they have told Rosenblatt to ‘mail 
them’ the document when it is 
ready for personal ink. And _ it 
looks as though the government 
really wants to end the gab. 


KXA Shifts Staff 


Seattle, Oct. 9. 

KXA management has undergone 
a reorganization. 

Foye Cothrin is now general mgr. 
and chief owner. Florence Wallace 
is his assistant. 

Production manager is Jack Holt. 








People’s Symphony Orchestra of 
Boston has been reorganized under 
the batonship of Fabien Sevitzky. 
Group sponsoring the new setup 
call themselves the Sevitzky Sym- 
phonic Association. Among them is 
Mrs. Edward Rose, who composes 
under the moniker of Bert Rose. 





He’s Here to Stay 
BARNEY RAPP 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Who Were Convinced at 
Last Week's Successful 
Premiere That New York 
Admires Their Tune Inter- 
pretations at the Hotel 
New Yorker and Via 
WABC. A Good Reason Is 
That They Feature: 
“DON'T BLAME ME” 

‘HOLD YOUR MAN” 
“DINNER AT EIGHT” 

“MLL BE FAITHFUL 
“YOU'VE GOT EVERYTHING" 
“I'M canons ON A RAIN- 


““MARCHING ALONG TO- 
GETHER” 


! 
ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
ALN] °°. oNew youn + IIIT 




















611 Fairbanks 





MEET YOUR FAVORITE STAR OF STAGE AND SCREEN 
AT MIKE FRITZEL’S 


CHEZ PAREE 


American’s Smartest Restaurant and Supper Club 


CHICAGO 


Delaware 1655 




















WI "TMA R K’ &} — Publishers of Warner Bros. “42ND STREET”’—Proudly announce 





“BY 


All material now ready for Warner Bros. smash musical, “FOOTLIGHT PARADE” 


A WATERFALL” 


“SITTIN’ ON A BACKYARD FENCE” 


“AH! THE MOON IS HERE” By Kahal and Fain 


“HONEYMOON. HOTEL” 


“SHANGHAI LIL” 
By Dubin and Warren 





IN PREPARATION “***,om"’*" “ROMAN SCANDALS” ® Webi ané 


Cuptent Smee “MOULIN ROUGE” By soe ane 








M. WITMARK & SONS 


+ 1657 Broadway + 


New York City 











From Warner 


** GOLD DIGGERS 





REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


REMICK’S Publish + 


Dubin and Warren’s sensational songs 


Bros. 


OF 1933” 


+ 


REMICK’S Publish 
“SUMMER IS OVER” 


“FOUR LETTER VARSITY MAN” 


1657 Broadway + 


+ REMICK’S Publish 


“WHAT IS SWEETER” 
“ISLE OF BLUES” 
“DRAGGIN’ MY HEELS” 
FROM UNIVERSAL’S 
“MYRT AND MARGE” 


New York City 
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VARIETY 41 





Tuesday, October 10, 1933 


- SEPTEMBER MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING SEPTEMBER BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 





6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 


















































NEW YORK CHICAGO ' LOS ANGELES 
SONG—No. 1 ‘Lazy Bones’ ‘Lazy Bones’ ‘The Last Round Up’ 
SONG—No. 2 ‘Don’t Blame Me’ ‘The Last Round Up’ ‘Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf 
6BONG—No. 3 ‘In the Valley of the Moon’ ‘Shadow Waltz’ ‘Lazy Bones’ 
SONG—No. 4 ‘Shadow Waltz’ ‘In the Valley of the Moon’ ‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ 
SONG—No. 5 ‘The Last Round Up’ ‘Don’t Blame Me’ ‘Shadow Waltz’ 
SONG—No. 6 ‘Learn to Croon’ ‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ _ ‘Vailey of the Moon’ 

















3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 


sales, both sides are mentioned: 








BRUNSWICK—No. 1 ‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Who’s Afraid of |‘Thanks,’ ‘Black Moonlight’ (Bing |‘Wild Goose Chase’ (Casa Loma Orch.) 
the Big Bad Wolf’ (Victor Young Crosby) 
Orch. 

BRUNSWICK—No. 2 ‘Weep No More, My Baby’ ‘Savage|‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ (Hal|‘Stormy Weather’ (Duke _ Ellington 
Serenade’ (Casa Loma Orch.) Kemp Orch.) Orch.) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 3 


‘This Time It’s Love,’ ‘You or No One’ 
(Guy Lombardo Orch.) 


‘i'm Satisfied’ (Duke Ellington Orch.) 


‘My Love,’ ‘1 Would If 1 Could’ (Bing 


Crosby with Jimmy Grier Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘In the Shade of the Old Apple Tree,’ 


‘This Time It’s Love’ (Guy Lombardo 


‘Time to Go’ (Guy Lombardo Orch.) 





‘Harlem (Duke Ellington Orch.) Orch.) 
‘The Day You Came Along’ ‘I Guess It|‘The Day You Came Along’ (Bing |‘Old Man Harlem’ (Dorsey Bros, Orch.) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 6 Had to Be That Way’ (Bing Crosby Crosby) 


with Jimmy Grier Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


‘Thanks,’ ‘Black Moonlight’ (Bing Cros- 


‘The Last Round Up’ (Victor Young 


‘Man on the Flying Trapeze’ (Anson 


Weeks Orch.) 





by with Jimmy Grier Orch.) Orch.) 
COLUMBIA—No. 1 ‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Rollin’ on Our ‘The Last Round Up’ (George Olsen ‘The Last Round Up’ (George Olsen 
Roller Skates (George Olsen Orch.) Orch.) Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 


‘In the Cool of the Night,’ ‘Some of 
These Days’ (Clyde McCoy Orch.) 


‘Lazy Bones’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 


‘Some One Stole Gabriel’s Horn’ (Jack 


Teagarden Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 3 


‘Bless Your Heart,’ 


‘This Time It’s|‘Duke Is on a Bat Again’ (Ben Bernie 


‘This Time It’s Love’ 


(George Olsen 














Love’ (George Olsen Orch.) Orch.) Orch.) 

COLUMBIA—No. 4 ‘Marching Along Together,’ ‘We Won’t|‘Wah-Wah Lament’ (Clyde McCoy|‘it Might Have Been Different,’ ‘I 
Have to Sell the Farm’ (Ben Bernie Orch.) Would If I Could’ (Charles Kaley) 
Orch.) 

COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘Little Locket of Long Ago,’ ‘Ten Thou- |‘Shim-Sham Shimmy’ (Clarence Wil-|‘Vine Covered Church’ (Ted Lewis 
sand Years Ago’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) - liams Orch.) Orch.) 

COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘The Day You Came Along,’ ‘Thanks’|‘Louisiana Lullaby’ (George Olsen|‘57 Varieties’ (Earl Hines Orch.) 
(Meyer Davis Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 1 ‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Beloved’ (Don|‘The Last Round Up’ (Don Bestor|‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ (Ray 
Bestor Orch.) Orch.) Noble Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 2 


‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing,’ ‘I’ll Do 
My Best to Make You Happy’ (Ray 
Noble Orch.) 


‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ (Ray 


Noble Orch.) 


‘Lazy Bones’ (Casa Loma Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 3 ‘Sophisticated Lady,’ ‘Lazy Bones’|‘Sophisticated Lady’ (Casa Loma! ‘Ah, But Is It Love,’ ‘Are You Making 
(Casa Loma Orch.) Orch.) Money’ (Paul Whiteman Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 4 ‘Down the Old Ox Road’ (Paul White-|‘This Time It’s Love’ (Isham Jones|‘This Time It’s Love’ (Isham Jones 
man), ‘Shadows on the Swanee’ Orch.) Orch.) 


(Isham Jones Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. & 


‘Are You Makin’ Any Money,’ ‘Ah, But 
Is It Love’ (Paul Whiteman) 


‘Are You Making Any Money?’ (Paul 
Whiteman Orch.) 


‘Don’t Do Anything | 


Wouldn’t Do’ 
(Eddie Duchin Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 6 





‘It’s the Talk of the Town,’ ‘Trouble 
in Paradise (Eddie Duchin Orch.) 


‘From Me to You’ (Eddie Duchin Orch.) 








‘Louisville Lady’ (Isham Jones Orch.) 











Hotels, Cafes Must Pay 
Canadian Music Fee 


Toronto, Oct. 9. 
The quietus may be put on hotel 


rotundas, restaurants and dance 
halls in Canada, following the 
Court of Appeals decision that 
broadcasting of copyright music 


constitutes a ‘separate performance’ 
and is therefore subject to copy- 
right tax. 

Backing the judgment is the Ca- 
nadian Performing Rights Society 
which holds most of the copyrights 
in this country. Thousands of hos- 
telries, cafes and dance spots 
throughout the Dominion are af- 
fected by the judgment. The omy 
outlet for hotel guests is the radio 
accommodation in their rooms, 
these deemed to be their domiciles, 
heads of the CPRS claim. 

Latter will take immediate action 
against Canadian hotel and restau- 
rants where radio entertainment is 
provided for paying guests or the 
public at large. Estimated that 90% 
of the music on the air is copyright. 


Wen Niles Back in Biz 
Seattle, Oct. 9. 
Wen Niles, once prominent dance 
orchestra leader and Brunswick re- 
corder who three years ago left the 


profession, will again take up the 
baton. He will direct a 12-piece 
band at the Olympic Hotel when 
the dinner-dance season opens 
there Oct. 10. 

Radio station KOL, with which 


Niles is connected as an announcer 
and musician, will broadcast the 
music 


Meyer Davis at St. Regis 





| 
} 





Meyer Davis goes into the Sea- | 


flades room of the St. Regis hotel} Won't 


Oct. 19. 
He's been appearing on the hotel 
root for the past summer. 


| B. Marks, 


‘Let’s Bend An Elbow.’ 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Music Dealers’ Service, Inc., last week experienced a rush on 
Last Round Up’ (Shapiro, Bernstein), 
sheet business as it used to be. On Monday (2) the distributing com- 
bine shipped 20,650 copies of the number, a one-day record for any com- 
position since the organization of the MDS 14 months ago. Tuesday 
brought a call for 9,700 copies of the cowboy lament and the following 
day the shipping tally came to 9,600. 

‘Last Round Up’ is still going to dealers at 18c a copy. Earlier in the 
week Louis Bernstein advised the MDS to boost the price to 20c, but 
before the dealers could be informed about the change the publisher de- 
cided to let the wholesale figure stand as is. Bernstein figured that with 
conditions as they are the 2c margin might react unfavorably on quan- 
tity sales. 

It is an extraordinary instance of a song being over-popularized long 
before the show wherein it is to be featured gets into rehearsals. All 
broadcasts carry the notation that it’s from the new Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies,’ 
but judging by the Snuverts first starting to cast that musical, the song 
will have attained popularity far in advance of the stage production. 

Incidentally Billy Hill is a coined nom-de-plume: for the composer, 
being an obvious play on ‘hillbilly’, of which genre ‘Round Up’ happens 
to be. 


Berlin's, Inc.,, moving int the old Brunswick building, Seventh 
avenue, New York, which has housed Robbins Music Corp. for some 
time, created a strained feeling between both firms. Apart from Rob- 
bins, a major firm, the building alone houses Lawrence Music Co., an 
Irving Mills subsid, hence Robbins felt a priority interest in the build- 
ing and ‘figured it was time to put up an imposing-looking shield at the 
door to sort of establish it as the Robbins Bldg., especially in view of 
the Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co. having recently moved out to an 
East 19th street location. 
Berlin’s meantime had the same idea, and particularly was worried 
about Robbins going up in front of the building, with Robbins having 
the same concern about Berlin's It's compromised with the Robbins 
shield going off and the Brunswick Bldgs. ide tification remaining. 


Viking Press will publish ‘They All Sang, from Tony Pastor to Rudy 
Vallee,’ history of music and musical show business written by Edward 


the publisher, early in February 


‘Round-Up’ for Western 





BERNARD-SCHEIB PRESENTS 


New song publishing firm comes Hollywood, Oct. 9 
out with a number entitled ‘I Can't Paramount has bought rights to 
See for the Life of Me Why Horses |‘The Last Round-Up,’ by Billy Hill 

Eat Potatoes.’ and will use the tune in ‘The Border 

For a change of pac¢ Same put - | Le vion.’ 

lishers (Bernard-Schei present| Zane Grey western starts next 


srconth, 


‘The 
which was reminiscent of the 


Coast Musikers 





Ethel Merman due here Oct. 20 
for ‘Cruise to Nowhere’ at Par. 

Next Gordon and Revel assign- 
ment is the Mae West picture, ‘It 
Ain’t No Sin,’ which goes into pro- 
duction in six weeks. 

Bunny Ogden, musician, appointed 
postmaster at Avalon, Catalina 
Island. 

Allard-de Ridder, former member 
of Musicians’ local 47, L. A., moved 
to Vancouver, B. C., as conductor of 
the Symphony orchestra there. 

Russell Brown, who is accused of 
beating John Warburton and who 
involved Alice White and Cy Bart- 
lett in the plot, is a former song- 
plugger and cafe tenor under the 
name of Bobby Brown. 

Kahal and Fain writing tunes for 


‘Centerville Follies, Warner color 
short. 

Of all people, Ben Berman, De- 
Sylva, Brown and Henderson 


plugger, plays the Irish tenor in 
‘Sitting Pretty’ at Paramount. 
Dave Gordon, Shapiro-Bernstein 
rep, had copies of ‘Last Roundup’ 
beside every cash register at the 
Kress downtown store. 
Mae West made four 
Brunswick last week. 
Arranger who hasn’t been asso- 
ciated with a hit musical for three 
years took it upon himself to tell the 
scorer of the past three hits what 
was wrong with his orchestrations. 
The Max Steiners have split. 
‘Doing the Uptown Lowdown’ in 
‘Broadway Through a Keyhole’ and 
Irving Berlin’s ‘When he iligh Ups 
| Do the Lowdown’ from ‘Reaching 
| for the Moon’ are like that, musi- 
| cally and lyrically. 
| Everytime Rubinoff gets a 
; Section Whipped into shape for the 
| Chase and Sanborn hour, one of the 
gets a studio call and the 
| Rubinoff hair takes another beating 
‘Coffee in the Morning, Kisses at 
Night’ looks like the outstander in 
| ‘Moulin Rouge.’ 
| Top song from ‘Way to Love 
Chevalier picture, was ‘It's Oh, It’s 
Ah, It's Wonderful,’ which has been 
‘cut out 


sides for 





fiddlers 


violin | 


SEPT., 1933, 15% 
OVER LAST 
YEAR 


Sheet music business took on a 
bright tone immediately following 
Labor Day and the stride through 
the month couldn't have been much 
more encouraging. Compared to 
the same month a year ago the Mu- 
sic Dealers Service, Inc., this Sep- 
tember did 15% better on the gross 
turnover. To the publishing trade 
this figure sufficed as distinctive 
proof that the sheet biz has done 
a hefty nip up from the slough and 
that despite Demon Radio they’re 
back at the pianos. 

From the way the orders came 
pouring in through the first week 
of this month it looks as though Oc- 
tober will be the biggest for the 
counters in at least four years, 
Mainly responsible for the huge 
spurt here are Shapiro Bernstein’s 
‘The Last Round Up’ and Berlin’s 
‘Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf,’ 
the latter the first instance of a hit 
plucked from a screen cartoon, 

In the east ‘Lazy Bones’ (South- 
ern) had little diffffulty holding top 
sway for the September tally. ‘Don’t 
Blame Me’ (Robbins) did a quick 
and briefly lasting jump to second 
place. ‘In the Valley of the Moon’ 
held on nicely among the first best 
six, with the same _ going for 
‘Shadow Waltz’ (Remick). 

Tail end of the September stretch 
showed promise also for such new- 
comers as ‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Harms) and ‘Bless Your Heart’ 
(Donaldson). 

Among the mechanicals the Sep- 


ment over the previous month, In 
each instance ‘The Last Round Up’ 
had much to do with the ace count- 
er call. Situation prevailing in the 
25e disk ranks looks more encour- 


or 


aging than that in the 75c catalogs. 


Disks Make Chi Happy 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Business continues to climb, slow- 
ly but steadily in the sheet music 
field and hot and heavy in the disk 
line-up. Disks have shot up all out 
of proportion to the rest of the mu- 
sic. Accountable largely to the ine 
crease in automatic machines in 
beer resorts, indicated by the de- 
mand for red-hot numbers like 
‘Wah-Wah Lament,’ ‘Shim Sham 
Shimmy,’ the Duke Ellington rec- 
ords and others of that calibre, 
When a guy.is plastered he wants 
sizzling rhythm for his dime or 
nickel. 

‘Last Round Up’ was the hot spot 
of the list in September, starting 
late in the month but busting up 
into the money in short order. Not 
on the calendar but up there are 
‘Hold Your Man,’ which is sliding 
down and ‘Who's Afraid of the Big 
Bad Wolf,’ which will be among the 
winners for the October survey at 
its present pace. 

‘Valley of the Moon’ continues to 


sell like a standard tune to pop 
grosses. 
L. A. Better, Too 
Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 


Sheet music sales continued to 
advance steadily during the past 
month with two novelty sellers up 
ahead. ‘Big Bad Wolf,’ starting 
late, was held down by slim initial 
orders and inability of counters to 
keep a stock of the number on hand, 
‘Blue Prelude,’ ‘Don’t Blame Me,’ 
‘Gypsy Fiddles’ and ‘Jealousy’ were 
runners-up that are beginning to 
fade, while ‘Thanks’ and ‘The Day 
You Came Along’ from ‘Too Much 
Harmony’ started too late to hit 
the top sextet. 

Disk showed 
except a preference by 
hot and musicianly recordings. 


little change 


buyers for 


sales 





WEEMS IN LOOP 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 





Ted Weems comes into the Bis- 
marck hotel’s Walnut Room on Oct, 
20. 

First time Weems band has 
played in the Chicago loop, having 
spent most of its time in the city’s 
outskirts particularly in the Trianon 
| ballroom. 

Chas. Strickland Bankrupt 

Charles F. Strickland 50 West 
157th street, New ¥y ted a 
voluntary bankruptcy petition 

Orchestra leader who has been in- 
jactive of jate Jists $6,566 in liabili- 


s4jes, no assets 


tember going showed little improve-. 
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Cacaits Wish Indies Into Equality 
By Their Salary, Booking Policies 





Indie vaude bookers in New York 
and all over are getting the break 
of their lives. They’re no longer 
victims of the caste system in 
vaude, having reached the same so- 
cial level as the circuits, both in the 
salaries they pay and the grade of 
shows they book. It isn’t a matter 





of advancement on the indies’ part, 
but one of decline by the circuits to 
the indies’ own level. 
Outnumbering the circuits by 
three to one in the amount of play- 
ing time on their books, the indies 
are now having no trouble landing 
(Continued on page 49) 
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STAGE SHOWS OR NO 
IN CAN. UP TO PUBLIC 


Ottawa, Oct. 9. 

Latest move in the Famous Play- 
ers Canadian theatre chain is the 
adoption of the touring orchestra 
for appearances in circuit spots as 
a test for the public demand for 
music or otherwise. Experimental 
band units are being mobilized to 
play at different theatres and the 
result at the box office will de- 
termine whether pit orchestras will 
become a permanent feature in 
straight film houses or not. 

Following the orchestra experi- 
ment, vaudeville and stage shows 
will be given a tryout at various 
Famous Players’ stands with the 
same thought in mind. 

The public holds the answer. 


Theatre Co-Op. Venture 
Idea Nixed by Chicago 
Musicians’ Union Heads 








Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Up in one meeting and chilled in 
the same week was an idea pro- 
pounded by a member of the local 
Musicians’ Union which would place 
the organization in the theatre biz. 
Scheme proposed was that the 
Union take over a theatre and put 


a 60-piece orchestra in the pit, with 
the idea man figuring that this move 
would force the other theatres, 
RKO, B&K, and Jones to go for pit 
men alsc to meet the competition. 

James C. Petrillo and company 
voted the idea down since the Union 
is not going into theatre operation, 
even the charter of the Union not 
permitting theatre operation for 
profit. Another chill was trying to 
figure what 60 were going to be 
lucky musicians out of 5,000 musi- 
cians in the Union. 





Check! 


Lincoln, Oct. 9. 

Nebraska law college went 
on its annual show stopping 
attempt last week when they 
tried to newspaper the first 
eight rows and embarrass the 
performers. 

Tracy-Browns’ 
and had been forewarned. Im- 
mediately upon seeing the 
paper go up in the front row, 
they dropped their fiddles and 





ork was on 





horns, pulled out their own 
newspapers and outread the 
audience. 











MORRIS BOOKS 
1), W&V WEEKS 


Wilmer & Vincent is opening up 
five theatres in Pennsylvania and 
the south to vaudeville. They com- 
prise two and a half weeks of play- 
ing time. William Morris office 
(Laurence Golde) will do the book- 
ing, with four and five-act bills on 
a split as the policy all over. 

Towns opening, all on Oct. 23, are 
Norfolk, Richmond, Harrisburg, Al- 
lentown, Reading. All have been 
out of vaude for a year or more. 

Acquisition of the W. & V. time 
increases the Morris vaude book to 
about 13 weeks, all in the east, and 
places it in the lead among books 
in the New York indie vaude field. 


Trail Breaking Unit 


Denver, Oct. 9. 

Don Darragh is taking his 
‘Fiesta’ unit, with 19 people, includ- 
ing a stage band, on a months’ tour 
into the Black Hills and Nebraska 
They will play Deadwood, Rapid 
City and Hot Springs, S. D., and 
Alliance, North Platte, McCook, 
Lincoln and Omaha. 

After returning to Denver he ex- 











pects to make a trip thru Texas, 
Oklahoma and New Mexico. 





MULTI-BRANCH | 
AGENCIES NOW 


This is 
vaude agencies, the 10%ers recog- 
nizing the necessity for all-around 


organizations for talent in every 
branch, The newest combo is 
Harry Bestry, Harry Romm, Walter 
and Edwin Meyers and Eddie 
Scheuing. It means a combo of 
legit, vaude, presentation-films and 
radio, designed primarily to give the 
new combo complete coverage. 

The same idea obtains for the Ly- 
ons & Lyons recent hookup with 
Walter Batchelor, Jerry Cargill and 
Jack Bertell, and an immient hook- 
up to include Jack Curtis. L&L al- 
ready have an arrangement with 
some of Curtis’ acts and vice versa, 
but a Curtis & Allen direct hook-up 
with L&L is being mulled. Incident- 
ally, Bertell is leaving the recent 
combo to continue for himself, with 
David Baath, Batchelor and Sam 
Lyons to handle the nite club book- 
ings for the organization. 

The Bestry, et al., hook-up is set 
for Nov. 1. Through the Meyers 
brothers, who have Edward Small- 
Arthur Landau representing them 
in Hollywood, that coast branch will 
also be the outlet for the foursome’s 
talent for pictures. Bestry has been 
a legit caster of long standing. 
Romm’s specialty is vaudeville, with 
Meyers on vaude and pictures, and 
Scheuing on radio. Ken Dolan will 
also come over with Scheuing when 
and if the amalgamation goes 
through. 


the merger season for 











(CONNOR FAMILY 
Now Playing Vaudeville 


Dir. SAM ROBERTS 

















Credits Due 
MARVIN SCHENCK 
MAJOR EDWARD BOWES 





HELD OVER SECOND WEEK 





MRS. “AL” TRAHAN 


(LADY YUKONA CAMERON) 
ON TOUR WITH HER CELEBRATED COMEDIAN 





AL TRAHAN 





THE AMERICAN “PADEROUGHSKI” 


HEADLINING CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


(Weeks October 6 and 13) 


MORRISON-WINKLER 

















_ RKO 
CURTIS & ALLEN 


Thanks to 
MILES INGALLS 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, Next Week (Oct. 13) 


LS, GOLD 


and 








Assisted by ALDA DEERY and DAVE (KEWPIE) WHITE 


In “IT’S A FRAME UP” 





mob was concerned. 





(Variety, Sept. 12) 


But it took Mills, Gold and Raye, spotted next to shut, to tear them wide open. 
Mills hails from the old combination of Mills, Kirk and Martin, the madhouse antics 
confabulated by his present partnership shows no carryover strains. 
socks delivered the harder they roared out front with the set-to with the blonde stooge 
building the clowning hodge podge to a smash finish as far as this Saturday matinees 


Though 
The harder the 


Odec. 








Loew 
CHAS. V. YATES 


Independent 
Thanks to PHIL COSCIA 
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Stage comedians contend that if 
another clean-up becomes necessary 
for stage dirt in the vaudeville and 
picture houses and legit musicals 
and revues, the radio can be held 
responsible. Radio is forcing them 
into spice, they claim, because dirt 
is the only type of material that 
radio can’t kill or cop. 

It’s the contention of stage comics 
that their ether contemporaries have 
made the use of standard gags im- 
possible for them, and that any- 
thing new in the clean comedy line 
that may be created for stage use 
is quickly converted into radio 
waves by the air borrowers and 
killed within a week. 

They point out that it’s now com- 
mon for them to be charged with 
piracy when opening in a new town 
on the road, despite that the gag 
or bit or piece of business which 
brings the squawk may have been 
originated by them. If the theatre 
customers happened to have heard 
the gag on the air the night before, 
the stage comic who repeats it is 
a robber in their estimation. 

No Alternative 

The stage boys say they’ve tried 
to find a way out, but there isn’t 
one, except through the dirt method. 
And that’s not very safe, they de- 
clare. 

Material lifting charges are not 
made so much against the radio 
comedians who use the. stage 
comics’ stuff, but against the ma- 
terial writers of radio. The ether 
gag men, with numerous scripts to 
deliver weekly, are among the 
steady patrons of all variety shows, 
as well as prolific comic magazine 
readers, and they don’t pass up a 
thing, say the stage comedians. 

There is no recourse for the stage 
comics who claim their stuff is be- 
ing copped. Radio recognizes no 
outside arbitration bureau and 
hasn’t one of its own. Another angle 
that works to the stage comics’ dis- 
advantage is the fact that the radio 
lift is accomplished once only, and 
any attempt to stop a steal after its 
once made is too late. 


Simons Win Award in 
Act Copping Dispute 


In the case of the Simons vs. the 
Webers before the RKO agents’ 
arbitration board last week, the 
Simons got the decision. Simons 
claimed that since the split-up of 
the Weber-Simon agency,’ the 
Webers had been copping or trying 
to cop their (the Simons’) acts. 

Simons submitted evidence to 
show that they purchased the com- 
bined list of acts when the Weber- 
Simon combination was dissolved 
last spring. They claimed that de- 
spite the turnover, the Webers 
lately have been submitted to RKO 
such Simcon-owned acts as Estelle 
Taylor, the Ghezzis, Hobart Bos- 
worth and others. 

When formed about four years 
ago upon the Simons coming east 
from Chicago, the Weber-Simon of- 
fice became the leading RKO agency 
in volume of business. 


‘Quilt’ Picks Up Loew 
Time After RKO Dates 


Billy Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt,’ through 
the Morris office, has been routed 
over the Loew time, for about nine 
weeks in all. Tab is now playing 
the middle west for RKO. 

Loew bookings commence Nov. 
17 with a split week in Akron and 
Canton, followed by full weeks in 
Syracuse, Rochester, Boston, Prov- 
idence, Baltimore, Washington, 
New York. 


Mack on Sten’s 2d 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Willard Mack will meg ‘Barbary 
Coast,’ second Anna Sten film for 
Sam Goldwyn. 
He is currently dialog directing 
on ‘Nana.’ 


WARING ROUTE GROWS 


RKO has taken the Fred Waring 
band for two more weeks, following 
the five already set. Additional 
time is in Cincinnati and Cleve- 
land. 

All dates at $7,500 plus fares for 
the whole band. Extras bring the 
salary up to nearly $9,000. 

















Radio Lifters Force Stage Comics 
To Burglar Proof Dirt, Is Plaint 








Raining Fanners 





Lincoln, Oct. 9. 

Both the Lincoln and Orph stages 
here open up Monday (9) with fan 
dance gals featured in their stage 
shows. Paper is sensationalizing it 
all over town, 

To add to the billboard nudity 
display, Jay Flippen’s World Fair 
Follies, also in this week at the 
Omaha Orph with its billing reach- 
ing out to here also features one of 
the fanners. Billboards around town 
look like the second stage of the 
apple-eating contest in Eden. 


OPPOSISH WAR 
ON IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 9. 


Return of vaudeville to RKO Pal- 
ace, making it a rival once more of 
Charles Doty’s indie Hippodrome, 
gives Cleveland a total of two 
vaudeville houses for the first time 
in six months. 

Morton Downey topped Palace’s 
first bill, which also included 
Watson Sisters, Michon Brothers, 
Gracella and Zheodore and Four 
Ortons. Maurice Spitalny back in 
pit again. 

As an opposition attraction Hipp 
brought in Mills Brothers for cur- 
rent week, supported by Bob Ripa 
and three other acts. War in book- 
ings between two houses is threat- 
ened, Doty penciling in Marcus’ ‘La 
Vie Paree’ for Oct. 13; Carl Freed 
in musical, Oct. 20; Helen Twelve- 
trees and Ken Murray tentatively 
set for Oct. 27, and Guy Lombardo 
for Nov. 3. 

Against them RKO Palace is 
booking Ethel Barrymore for Oct. 
13; Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ Oct. 20; Dun- 
can Sisters, tentatively Oct. 27: Ben 
Bernie, Nov. 3. 


Wayne King at $6,500 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Wayne King band set for its first 
personal vaude appearances. Com- 
ing into the RKO spots for a tour, 
opening at the Palace here on Dec. 
15. Salary reported $6,500 for a 13- 
piece orchestra. 

King will get a leave from the 
Andrew Karzas Aragon ballroom 
for the five or six weeks during the 
tour. 




















Crosby’s B’way Par Run 
Brings Radio Hour East 


Bing Crosby opens at the Para- 
mount, New York, Nov. 10 for a 
five-weeks run in the one house at 
$5,000 per. Deal is on straight sal- 
ary basis, without percentage. 

Crosby, who has been on the 
Coast for Paramount and doubling 
on the air, had intended to do his 
first 26 broadcasts for Woodbury 
from Hollywood. Broadway book- 
ing will necessitate his coming east 
and transfer of the program to 
CBS’ New York studio. 





Maloney Honored 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 9. 
Annual ‘Big Top’ banquet of Va- 
riety Club, Pittsburgh organization 
of showmen, is set for Oct. 22 at 
William Penn hotel. 
This year it’ll honor John Ma- 


loney, Metro exchange head and 
club’s outgoing president. Dick 
Powell, WB screen player and a 


| 





resident member of Variety Club, 
is flying from the coast to par- | 
ticipate. } 


VELOZ’ ARTHRITIS 


| 
Chicago, Oct. 9. | 
| 
' 





Medrano and Donna have gone 
into the Palmer House, Chi, in 
place of Veloz and Yolanda through 
Veloz’ having been stricken with 
arthritis, which prevents him from | 


dancing. They were at the Chi | 
hostelry all summer. 

Fowler and Tamara continue 
the Drake hotel and Dario ane 


Diane are at the 225. 


| Aileen Stanley. 


tiless than 





Sally’s Sally 





During the picture-snapping, 
interviewing and other back- 
stage excitement opening day 
(Friday) at the Paramount, 
New York, with Sally Rand 
drawing all the attention, Mil- 
ton Berle, co-headlining with 
the fan swinger, was doing a 
burn-up. 

‘Hey,’ yelped Berle, 
this show, too.’ 

‘Tell Berle,’ said Sally, while 
posing in nothing but the fans, 
‘that this is one act he can’t 
cop.’ 


Fear Plunge on 


Units May Halt 
Vaud's Progress 


‘I'm in 














The flock of unit shows or tab 
productions, booked or _ already 
played, are deprecated by the vaude 
agents as an evolution of vaudfilm 
bookings because they displace 50 
acts, 

Big flash attractions like Rudy 
Vallee, ‘Artists and Models,’ White’s 
‘Scandals,’ Duncan Sisters, Thur- 
ston revue, ‘Student Prince,’ Car- 
roll’s ‘Vanities,’ Weaver Bros., Paul 
Whiteman and Ted Lewis units 
mean anywheres from $5,000 to 
$7,500 or thereabouts and eat up all 
the leeway for any extra acts. 

The agents would much prefer a 
perpetuation of vaude bookings 
through moderate show bookings on 
the theory that the big talent budg- 
ets do not permit for much net 
profit and quickly discourages ex- 
hibitors, especially if the accom- 
panying film is weak and biz 
brodies two weeks straight. The 
way some managers figure, the mo- 
ment the grosses dive they jerk out 
everything to save on the overhead. 


TANGUAY ASKS 
BENEFIT PROBE 


Assistant District Attorney John 
J. Sullivan of New York has been 
assigned to investigate the distri- 
bution of proceeds from the Eva 
Tanguay benefit show staged at the 
Earl Carroll theatre last winter. 
The investigation is at the request 
of Miss Tanguay, who received 
$1,500 from the promoters, but un- 
derstands the show grossed $6,000. 

Benefit was promoted by Richard 
Herndon and Meyer Solmson under 
sponsorship of Lucy Cotton Thomas, 
society woman. Sullivan has ap- 
plied to the promoters for an ac- 
counting of the funds. 

Miss Tanguay’s request for a 
probe was delivered to the D. A.’s 
office through the ABA. Sullivan is 
tre assistant d.a. who prosecuted in 
the ABA’s. successful campaign 
against benefit racketeering last 
year. 











Mr. Duffy, Agent 


Jimmie Duffy, the ‘Mr.’ Duffy who 
used to be teamed in yaude with 
‘Mr.’ Sweeney, is a manager. Maybe 
it is one of Frank Fay’s gags, but 
when an agent sought out Barbara 
Stanwyck last week, the answer 
was to ‘see my manager.’ In walked 
Duffy, all dolled up. 

Recently Duffy was hiding in 
Hershey, Pa. in the door of the 
theatre there. 





‘Artists, Models’ Tab 


‘Artists and Models’ unit is set 
to open Nov. 17 at the RKO, Prov- 
idence, with Jans and Whalen and 
Jimmy Savo and 24 girls already 


| signatured. 


Girl lead may be Janet Reade or 
Jack Curtis and 
Lyons & Lyons booking. 





Olsen’s Quick Repeat 
Paramount, N. Y., is. bringing 


|George Olsen’s orchestra unit back 


Friday (13) with the new Mae West 
picture, ‘’'m No Angel.’ 


New York repeat is an early one | 


for Olsen, who was at the houss 
two months ago with 
‘Three Cornered Moon’ for twe« 


weeks, 





Lillian English Suicide 


Lillian English, former wife of 
Jean Bedini, committed suicide last 
week in Boston at the Park hotel. 
In some manner she took insect 
powder. Actress had threatened to 
do away with herself many times 
after altercations with her hus- 
band, Billy Zuhn, with whom she 
was appearing in New England 
vaudeville houses. 

Bedini and Miss English were di- 
vorced about 20 years ago. He was 
present at the funeral services held 
in Boston last Wednesday (4). 


BASEBALL STAR 
INVASION IS ON 


Radio City’s Music Hall next week 
(13) may play the four first-string- 
ers of the New York Giants’ pitch- 
ing staff. They are Carl Hubbell, 
Harold Schumaker, Freddie Fitz- 
simmons and Roy Parmelee, and 
would comprise the first freak at- 
traction to play the house. ‘If’ sal- 
ary is $5,000 for the quartet, with 
the boys bringing their own uni- 
forms. 

Bill Terry, Giants’ manager, is 
another vaude prospect. He’s been 
submitted to all the booking offices 
by half a dozen different agents and 
is asking $7,500, but reported will- 
ing to take $5,000. Harry Kuh (Kel- 
ler office) is handling the four 
flingers. 

Loss of the series by Washington 
cost the Senators’ manager, Joe 
Cronin, at least $35,000 in stage 
coin. In the event he won he was 
guaranteed 10 weeks at $3,500 per 
by the various booking offices. Hav- 
ing lost, it’s unlikely he’ll play any 
vaude at all, although a date in his 
home town, Seattle, is in prospect. 

Cronin and Terry got $500 apiece 
for participating in last week's 
Fleischmann hour on NBC. 


Santrey’s One-Niters 


Henry Santrey and his band are 
playing one-niter vaude dates, on 
percentage, with his own advance 
man out setting the route. 

Santrey has a black-and-tan show 
with him, a colored complement 
augmenting his own band revue. 


Lillian Miles Files Suit 


On Claim for Personal 
St. Louis, Oct. 9. 
Lillian Miles has a suit pending 
here against the St. Louis theatre 
for $563, which she claims due her 
for a personal appearance. 
She says she was to receive $750 
for the week, but was paid only 
$187. 


Moving Day in Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Exodus underway of agents and 
vaude producers out of the State- 
Lake building to take up quarters in 
the Woods building. 

Move around the corner follows 
the switch of the RKO office to the 
Metropolitan building and the im- 
minent spotting of an office in the 























Woods building by Fanchon & 
Marco. Set to move are Sam Rob- 
erts, Ed Morse, Guy Perkins, 


Tommy Burchill and Mort Infield. 





Marie Prevost Vauding 


Marie Prevost, staging a come- 
back via vaude, has teamed up with 
Eddie Pardo. 

They’re breaking in 
east. 


around the 





ACTOR TURNS AGENT 





Bill Miller, of Miller, Peterson 
and Lee is quitting the stage after 
16 years to go into the agency 
'business. He’s starting off in the} 
Harry Pincus office. 


Nat Peterson and Frankie 
}/conuunue as @ double act. 


a 


50-Mile Technicality Cancels Aimee — 
In Chicago; B&K Wont 


Balaban & Katz is canceling 
Aimes Semple McPherson's Chicago, 
Chicago, booking week of Oct. 27 on 
a technically. Aimee played a re- 
vival meeting at Kenosha, Wis., last 
month, and B. & K. claims that 
violated the 50-mile radius clayse in 
her contract. It’s the second pic- 
ture house cancellation for Aimee 
following her $17,000 floppo at the 
Capitol, New York, with Loew’s 
having called off the Washington 
week, 

For the Washington no-play date 
Aimee was paid off. But for Chl, 
on the technicality, B. & K. is de- 
clining to toss any coin on the drum, 

The evangelist’s second and last 
picture house date is her current 
week for Warners at the Stanley, 
Philadelphia. House booked a 
strong stage show around her, in- 
cluding Arthur Tracy and Frank 
and Milt Britton, whereas Loew’s 
depended on Aimee alone at the 
Capitol. The week got off to a ter- 
rible start Friday (13) with a $90 
opening matinee gross, a new low 
for the house. Indications on open- 
ing week end’s business are that the 
week’s take will be around $18,000, 
below normal. 

One-Niters Called Off 


Next Friday (20) Aimee opens & 
10-day revival meeting at the Arena, 
Boston, her last engagement in the 
east with the Chi date cold. Then 
she goes home. Last week Aimee 
thought she’d make the return trip 
to Los Angeles show a profit by 
one-niting her way out and the Wil- 
liam Morris office went to work on 
the dates, but Aimee changed her 
mind. Understood she advised her 


some prospective western towns 
that may be good for full week 
stands later on. 

Persistent reports on the L. Ae* 
gospelite’s poor draw as a theatre 
attraction have it that church 
bodies have been suggesting to their 
flocks not to patronize theatres 
ballyhooing Aimee. Loew crowd is 
reported more or less convinced of 
this as a result of the severity of 
the surprise Capitol brodie. 


$50,000 Suit Against 
Cuban After Alleged 


Assault on Dancer 


—_—_-— 


Aftermath of an alleged criminal 
assault on Adelaide Gloria of the 
Dancing Glorias is a $50,000 dam- 
age suit filed in the Queens (N. Y.) 
Supreme Court against Frances X, 
Xiques, Cuban insurance man re- 
siding in New York, who had been 
allegedly courting the dancer until 
the claimed assault at the Hotel 
Nassau, Long Beach, on Aug. 14 
last. 

Adelaide Gloria’s brother Albert 
and his wife, along with Xiques and 
the plaintiff were a foursome at the 
Nassau hotel until her brother and 
his wife left the beach resort to 
pick up their automobile. In the 
interim the assault, it is alleged, oc- 
curred, culminating in Albert Gloria 
seeking out Xiques a couple of days 
later and physically beating him up 
later and beating him.up at the 
Beaux Arts cafe in New York. 

It was at the Beaux Arts that 
Xiques first met the Glorias when 
they were dancing there. The sister 
at first was afraid to tell Albert 
Gloria but when her nervous con- 





dition and physical shock asserted 
themselves it all came out. Julius 
Kendler, 1540 Broadway, is counsel 
for Miss Gloria. 


also split up the 
brother-sister dancing act which 
has been standard in vaudeville, 
Albert Gloria is making his, legit 
debut in a role with Lenore Ulric’s 
‘Her Man of Wax’ coming into the 
Shubert, N. Y., tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). Xiques has filed a general 
denial. 

Glorias reside in Bayside, L. 
hence suit was filed in the Queens 
county court. 


This has 





Tons o’ Lollypops 





Mary Small, 1l-year-old enter- 
tainer, gets $500 for her first vaude 
date, Oct. 13, for Warners in Elizae 
i peth, N. J 
|. NBC, handling the kid, is @oube > 


ling her between the air and etage, 
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managers she didn’t care to kill off — 
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Variety Bills Picture Theatres | 
NEW YORK CITY, Cardini 
Paramoant (6) State Bros SSS = 
NEXT WEEK (O 2 Milton Ber Gecdien ¢ | 
Milton Berle a ng (6) — ‘meen 
( ct. 1 ) Vivian Jaais Lew Pollock Co ™ 
owe Buraofft & W]| Raymond Baird 
THIS WEEK (Oct. 5) Gordon Reed & K | Victoria & Lorenze |3 LAMARR BROS. AL WOHLMAN REVUE and 
Charles Previn Orvil Stam Co Dancing Acrobatics -HARRY CARROLL (15) 
Numerals In connection with bills below Inc.cate opening aay of ae ge en Srctet 7 Mins.; Three ae Dancing Flash. 
show, whether full or split week Gus Van Marbro (6) Circle, N. ¥ aR etn _ (Special). 
Dave vee : —— egy | Three boys in black stony — rpneum, . e 
‘Chan's G test Case | Chartestoa blouses and suspenders. They star Al Wohlman borrows from {}] 
‘ ‘ +k bs} ( e « 7 4 b 2 OF: hag | ~~» ¢ 5 r “% ‘ 16 
a Ma A buely = Ms ony B alent & Merit as dancers and finish as acrobats,|last Atlantic City beauty pageant as 
Ann Vritchard Co | Harry Rese Alexander Gray Muster Eugene the latter department being the/background for his new revue, 
2d nmalf (lu-12) Ann Pritchard Co Virginia Lee ~, Elizabeth i stronger. Probably they can hold bringing in 11 girls he tells audi- 
France & LaPell JERSEY CITY Fred Lightner Co | ‘Tugboat Annie’ iown the opening or No. 2 spot in/ences he picked up at this year’ 
stra a “7. & rolies f raat ane the average smallie. They opened | contest introducing, them early 1} , 
NEW YORK CITY | Bernice laire St'tf'd & Mayberry] Diaz Sis & Powers] Felice Iula Or Hippodrome (6) ¥ “ factor e ese. Wa arly by 
Palace (13) Slate Rros Pat Rooney & FP 3d] Millard & Marlin One Man's J'rney’ | Mills Bros the show here to satisfactory re-|their names and the towns they are 
Kay Hamilton Ethel Barrymore Tracy & Hay Welcome Lewis BOSTON Collette Lyons sults. supposed to represent. All in all, 
Ben ee PO ee alll (6) T! BALTIMORE Steve ae > 4 —— — — Py For the acrobatics, after a danc-/a good show, could fill requirements 
(Two eg Suaen eae Weaves Uae & 1 — NEWARK. gf tne Rn (6) | Jones & Lee ing opening, two of the boys branch | nicely for the picture houses. 
om WICH : Veave ros & EB NEW: ‘ § 4 - : : ren 
(6) Morton Downey Homme ‘Folks State (6) Rosita & Ramon ‘Obev the Law out as a team. Mostly back gon Harry Carroll, possibly financially 
Monroe & Grant Watson Sis BOSTON Redford & Wallace| Eduardo Pianco suense (6) and nip-ups, plus a few ~~ ut Tinterested with Wohlman as _ pro- 
oe lay reas Barry Broer & W | Joe Laurie's Co worten Downey in the lifts they are not so strong./qducer of the revue, works in ‘one’ 
Lillian Miles DAVENPORT, IA |. Orpheum (6) Aunt Jemima Fabien Sevitzky Watson Sis All on for the tumbling finish. at left stage, playing th Tears 
Yorke & King Keith's Carl Sayton ¢ ° Senator Murphy ‘Paddy’ J & P Michon é 5 Bige jo Racks Ee, | ay g - é piano 
Harris 2 & Loretta Ist half (13-16) a vrane Lo Shuron-DeVries Co BUFFAIA Gracella & Theo ge. while Wohlman pilots his show as 
Academy Strike Me Pink ATP ag oP PR’V'DENCY!, R. 1. Buffalo (6) * 4 Ortese earn well as taking a hand in several 
Ist half (13-16) 2d half (10-12) eng mite gt Loew's (6) Fred Waring’s Co | ‘Ann Vickers’ song numbers. His special is ‘Pan- 
Tito Guizar Shuffle Atong Don Lee & T M'Ir'y MeN'ce & R| Tom Waring DETROIT BERT GORDON AND COLLETTE |). Wjier. written by Carroll * to 
Ingenues DETROIT CANTON, O. E & M Beck Poley McClintock Michigan (6) RYAN anc re y /arro and for 
(Two to fill) Downtown (13) Loew's Glenn & Jenkins R & P Lane Lanny Ross ° which Wohlman goes int. character 
2d half (10-12) 4 Ortons Ist half (6-9) Mary Haynes Co Babs Ritz Bros Comedy. as a dime-asker. A prosperity num- 
4 Spartans Ross Wyse Jr France & LaPeil Stone & Vernon 4 3 Smoothies Sylvia Froos 15 Mins. One. ber, given considerable production 
Bernie & Walker Baby Rose Marie Roxy Gang W'SHN’GT’N, D.C.] Tohnnie Davis Walter Dare Wahl | Academy, N. Y. tops it i lrawing toac ‘ful 
Gertrude Niesen Klock & Sully Stratf'd & M'yb'rry Fox (6) Stuart Churchill Sunny O'Dea . rs b s bi- a oe i ne ae we & colorful 
Bozo. Snyder Irene Vermillion Rooney & Pat 3d Leyal’s Stallions Penthouse’ June East Not a new act but a new com es close featuring three girls doing 
— Tracey & Hay Bill Telaak Co Great Lakes (6) | ‘Stage Mother’ nation, Gordon changing partners./taps on drums. The drums are ar- 
_— eamnehenahtionticanenslippstaassinn aon aay {29-30) pecigh ty med c ‘Carroll at sa A at, Hig The stately Miss Ryan has been|/ranged in such a fashion as to re- 
é s 4 rcus Jack Six ay tay ! Ss: s sty Yr i j 3 irr. r ‘ 
AT Obes ans = alia + Se M D’ Scnaae et warbling and straighting in revueS|quire that two of the girls do the 
IMPERIAL THEATRE ”” OHICAGO Thomas 5— and vaude for some time. “J hoofing in an upside-down position. 
TORONTO Chicago (6) Gine DeQuincy & IL Comedy routine retains a Ganst Of the 11 girls carried as beauty 
also Gor 





VIVIAN FAY 
TWO DAVEYS 


PLACED 














By LEDDY & SMITH 
Eddy-Burston Ore (6) 
BROOKLYN Ben Bernie Bd 
Albee (6) Jackie Heller 
Wilfred Da Bois HEMPSTEAD 
Harold Boyd Co Rivoli (7) 


Sanami & Michi 
Lewis & Ames 
Prospect 
Ist half (13-16) 
Romero & DuClay 
Isrooks & Philson 
Main St Follies 


N‘W B’SW’K, N. 


Gauthier's Co 
Jack 
M Montgomery 
3 Racketcheers 


Major 


trace Edier Co 
J. 


Keith's (14-15) 


Chas Meyers & 5S 


Harry Zoup Welch 
Josef Renald (Two to fill) 
(One to fill) ms Ist half (6-7) 
2a If (17-19 Manning & Class 
male ) | Allen Eddy & D 


Kessler Baxter & D 
Mildred Hunt 
Bozo Snyder 
Deterogoes 
Josef Renald 
2d half (10-12) 
Gilbert Pros 
Allen Eddy & D 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Jones & Rae 
White & Manning 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (13) 
Tohnny Woods 
Berbara Stanwyck 
Wills & Davis 
Russian Revels 
(One to fill) 
Boston (6) 
Ted T.ewis Orch 
Keith’s (13) 
Mr & Mrs Crawf'r¢ 
(6) 

Mr & Mrs Crawf'rd 
C’D'’R RAPIDS, ILA. 
Keith’s 
2a half (17-19) 

Strike Me Pink 
Ist half (6-9) 
Shuftle Along 
CHICAGO 
Palace (15) 
Burno Whiteside 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Ricaie Craig Jr 
Guy Lembardo 
(6) 
Strike Me Pink 
State Like (8) 
Gus Pawnards Rev 
Don Zelaya 


Ore 





Boice & Marsh 
Sinclair Sie 


Co 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (13) 


Shuffle Along 


PATERSON 
Keith's 
Ist half (13-16) 

Aussie & Czech 

Ruth Ford 

Gambarelli Co 

Victor Oliver 

M Colleane Fam 

2d half (17-19) 

Ruiz & Bonita 

Walter Walters 

Harry Small 

W & J Mandell 

Al Jenkins Orch 

2d half (10-12) 

Eno Tr 

Johnny Woods 

A & M Havel 

& Seilors 

Hackett & Carthay 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith's (12) 

White's ‘Scandals’ 

(6) 

Paul Whiteman Or 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (13) 

Earl Jack & Betty 

Aaron & RBerederick 

Hal LeRoy Co 

Dorothy Dare 

3arbara McDonald 

Michon Bros 

Alex Hvde Orch 

(6) 


Duncan Sis 
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DR. JULIA 
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1560 ‘Broadway 
This Week: Rex Mara, Henry Gurvey 








Hall & Pillard 
l.aMarr Nenny &C 
6 Am Pelfords 


‘Laughing at J.ife’ 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (13) 
Maidie & Ray 
Cookie Bowers 
Roxy's Gang 
Block & Sully 
Ethel Barrymore 
CLEVELAND, 0O. 
Palace (13) 
Briant Rains & Y 


Cookie Bowers 





TRENTON, N. J. 
Capitol 

ist half (13-16) 
(ilbert Brus 
Harry I3urns Co 
Deteregoes 
(One to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
Don Cummings 
Vice Oliver 
(One to fill) 

2d half (10-12) 
Pat Henning 
Main St Follies 


‘arter Dixon Rev 





? 





Loew | 


> 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
Ist half (6-9) 
Den Valerie Co 
Buddy Walker 
Jean Granese 
fernie & Walker 
Calif Revellers 
2d half (10-12) 
3 Willys 
Henry Rosenblatt 


G & M Eline Co 

Jordan & Stone 

Chas Ahearn Co 
Orpheum 

Ist half (6-9) 
Helen Carlson 


Fields & Georgie 

Street Singer 

Al Verdi & Thelma 

Lee Rafferty Co 
2d half (10-12) 

Hatt & Herman 

Le Paul 

Wally Sharples Co 

‘Street Singer’ 

‘Dancing Some’ 
Paradise (6) 


Vineent O'Donnell 
zdgar Gergen Co 
lis Gvd & Raye 
Apollon Co 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
Ist half (6-9) 
> Willy 
Jackie May Co 
Wally Sharples Co 
Clork & Villani 
Chas Ahearn Co 
2d half (10-12) 
Don Valerio Co 
Greenlee & Rogers 
‘Pete’ Our G’g Dog 
Demarest & Stihley 
Calif Revellers 
Metropolitan (6) 
Olvmpia's Co 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Emil Boreo 
ixadio Haymakers 
Valencia (6) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Jean Sargent 
Chester Fredericks 


3 





Robbins 3 


Harriett Hutchins 


Ralph Olsen Cv 
Diamonds 
Dave Harris Co 


State (6) 


Zelaya 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy 
AKRON, OHIO 
Loew’s 
Ist haif (6-9) 
Harrison's Circus 





Van Cello & Mary 


Sandy Derson Co 








WARNER | 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz . 
Ist half (30-3) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Joe Herbert Co 
Solly Ward Co 
Mells Kirk & H 
Al Wohiman Co 
2d half (4-6) 
Carl Freed Bd 
LAWRENCE, 
Warner 
Ist half (10-12) 
Country Club Scan 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
Gautier's Toy Shop 
Audrey Wycofft 
Mells Kirk & H 
Lomby Co 
Bert Walton 
(Two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
farle (6) 


PA. 





(29) 
Dorothy Martin Co 
Smith Strong & L 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Frank Radcliffe 
Hilton & Garron 
Russian Revels 
Bob Hall 
4 Dobas 

Stanley (6) 
Morton Downey 
Solly Ward 
(29) 
Aimee McPherson 
Britton’s Bd 
Avres & Renee 
Oklahoma Dudes 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (6) 
Wah Tr 
Nate Rusby Co 
Lewis & Ames 
Lowe Burnoff & W 
tracie Barrie 
(29) 




















Red Donahue Co Mann R'bins'n & M 
Jay Mills & G Red Donahue Co 
Mills & Kover Rev] Borah Minevitch 
Brems Fitz Co Gracie Barrie 
4 Mullin Sis Jay Mills & G 
NEW YORK CITY; Harold Boyd Co 
Roxy (13) Holland & June 
James Melton Balabanow 56 
Picchiani Tr PHILADELPHIA 
Bob Bob & Bobbie Fox (13) 
Lucille Watson Nick Lucas 
Ames & Arno Willie West & McG 
BROOKLYN Do Re Mi 
Paramount (13) F & J Hubert 
Lillian Shade ST. LOUIS 
Slim .Timblin Co ¥Yox (13) 
4 Flushers Vit the Deck’ 
Harris 2 & Loretta St. Louis (13) 
BOSTON Gus Van 
Metropolitan (13) | Al Norman 
Earl La Vere Pansy the Horse 
Week of Oct. 9 
Kit Kat Rest. Co as booked 
8 Rhythm Gls 2d half (12-14) 
New Victoria Two Sharpes 
Saag ge Daimler & Eadie 
Mary & Hrik 7 
3 Wiere Bros agar 
Palladium Capitol 
5th Crazy Show Martin Breedie 
HOLBORN NEW CROSS 
Empire ‘ 
Gracie Fields Empire 
Olsen's Sea Lions Teddy Brown 
Billy Russell GS Melvin 
Laurie Howe & Ptr| BP & A Pearson 
Metro & Goldwyn H & M Ristori 
Ir'ddie, PhyWliis& A STRATFORD 
Forde & Chris Empire 
3 Bonos L’yt'n & Johnst’ne 
Payne & Hilliard Power & Page 
Charlie Higgins Max Hoffman 
Dominion 4 Bellhops 
Monarchs of H'm'y]| Wright & Marion 
ISLINGTON Joe Fanton Co 
Blue Hall Cal & Nona Kay 
Ist half (9-11) Jones & Thomas 
B’way Boys & D Juggling Demons 





Provincial 





BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Ihe Lloyd Fam 
Henri Benito Co 
Tee Donn 
Ringle Bros & R 
Finks & Ayres 3 
Orpwood & Turner 
Jackson & Cohan 
Hippodrome 
Randolph Sutton 
5 Canadian W'e'rs 
Will Hay Co 
Carlyle Cousins 
E & D Walters 
Clapham & Dwyer 
3 Svarkes Bros 
EDINBURGH 
Empire 
Maurice Elwin 


Week of Oct. 9 


Chilton & Thomas 


Tucan & MecsShane 
HULL 
Palace 

Crazy Show 

) & J O'Gorman 

Joe Young 

Allen & Lavoie 

Ernie Gerrard 

Syd Railton 

Toni Raglan 

Michel & Arnova 

Archie Gordon 

Carson Sis 

Crazy 

SWANSEA 
Empire 

Jack Hylton 
Road Show 


ist 


Mrs 


New 








Cabarets 


Gangstresses 





Arrowhead inn 
Irving Conn Orch 


Astor Root 
Ben Cutler Orch 





Bal Musette 
Anita & Millard 


NEW YORK CITY 


Leonard Keller 
George Marchal 
Nichulas Hope 
Sano Marco 
Walter White 
Georgette 

Leon Bedow 





‘Crazy Quilt’ Co 
Anita Page 
Smith & Dale 
Chas King 

Ann Pennington 


Gordon Co 
Ruth Petty 
Darling 2 
Marie Sands 


‘Love Honor & O' 








Biltmore Motel 


Don Bestor Orch 
Isabelle Henderson 
Floria Armstrong 
Barry Devine 
Minor & Root 
Brown Derby 
Chic Farmer 

Joe Connors 
Jertrude Moody 
Duono & Danala 
Frank Galassi Ore 


Central P’k Casino 


Pancho Orc 

Geo Murphy 

Geo. Metaxa 
Gomez & Winona 
Chez Paree 
Mickey Alpert 
Gilda Gray 
Selma King 
Tom Hardy 
Baron & Blair 
tithel Norris 
Buddy Wagner Orc 


Coffee Cliffs 


Art Kahn Orch 
Lestra La Monte 
Isabel Brown 


Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Orc 


Delmonico’s 
Tean Mana 
Olive White 
Townsends 

Dan Downing 
Harry Kelly 
Tremaine Orch 
El Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 
Pilar Arcas 
Lorenzo Herrera 
Jernima Villerina 
Adelina Durar 
Las Ogedas 
Embassy 
Fiitbel Merman 
Yacht Club Boys 
De Marco's 
Bob Grant Orc 
Gallagher’s 
Pat Goode 
Winif’'d Greenaugh 
Sid Tomac 
Marita & Diaz 
Helen Thompson 
Adauen Nevins 
Josephine Le Ray 
Mike Landew Orc 
Governor Clinton 
Enoch Light Ore 
Ha-Ha Club 
Danny Healy 


Jack White 
Sheila Barrett 
Jerry Bergan 


Jerry Blanchard 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Roth-Andrews Orch 
Harbor Inn 
Gus Van 
‘Eye Dears’ Rev 
Denniker-King Ore 
H'lyw’d Restaurant 
Jerry Lester 
Pietro Gentile 
Florence Valarez 
Rita White 
Kay Katye & K 
(tirl Friend 
Gary & Dixon 
Alice Kellerman 
Marion Martin 
Ttarriett Myrose 
Katherine Spector 
Charlie Davis Orch 


Hotel Lexington 
Isham Jones Ore 
Hotel Montclair 
Wm Scotti Ore 
Mario & Eulalie 
Hotel New Yorker 
Barney Rapp Orch 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Marjorie Moffett 
Reggy Childs’ Ore 
Jackson’s Tavern 
Eddie Jackson 
Jack Murray Ore 
Terrace 
Gladys Bentley 
R’b’ri’gs’ Williams 
Ted Brown. Orch 
La Bastille 
Maurice Shaw 
Lari Vicre 

Rita Rinard 
Maison Royale 
Walsh & Arnold 
Antobal Cubans 
Marden’s Riviera 
Variety Revue 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Mayfair 


Dwight Fiske 
Maureil & Cordova 
Walter O'Neill Orc 


Paradise 

N T G Rev 

Jerry Freeman Ore 
Park Central Hotel 


Buddy Kennedy 
Rachel Carlez 
Bert Lown Ore 


Ore 


Pavillon Royal 


Dick Gasparre Orc 
Pierre Roof 


Henry King Orch 


Red Rooster 
Chic Ross 


Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


Simplon Club 


Clark & De Lys 
Larry Siry’s Orch 


St. Moritz Hotel 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Alfredo’s Orch 
Gypsy Nina 


St. Regis Hotel 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Small’s Paradise 
‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 

3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 

Wm Spellman 

3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 

Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 

Geo Hall Orch 
Tavern, B’klyn 

Eddie Jackson 
Jack Murray Ore 


Village Barn 
Beth Challis 
Johnny Russell 
Josh Medders 
tuth Wayne 
Nino & Negrita 
Eddie Ray 
Barr & Estes 
Hillbillies 
Trini Orch 

Village Nut Club 
Blanche Lytell 
Flaria Vestoft 

Red Davies 

Zara Lee 

Scotty Conner 
3uddy Walker 
Eddie Pritchard 
Frank Hyver 
Milton Spielman Or 


Waldorf-Astoria 
Jack Denny Ore 
Xavier Cugat Orch 





Hotel Pennsylvania 
Phil Harris Orch 
Leah Ray 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Bob Nolan 
Harry Sosnick Ore 
Boulevard Room 
(Hotel Stevens) 
Irving Gagnon 
Ruth Broughton 
Chas Agnew Orco 
Blackhawk 


Wade Booth 
Harriet Cruise 





Deane Jania 


Margo 


CHICAGO 


Jan Garber Orch 
Cafe DeAlex 
Irene George 
Mary Stone 
Evelyn Hoffman 
Enrico Clausi 


Maurie Sherman O 


Chez Paree 
Vivian Faye 
ina Raye 
Frances Langford 
Harry Richman 
Rosemary Dering 





Caperton 




















don’s song punch 


kers’ and diaphram bits, 


finish. As a combination it rates on 


late toward the 





Fonta & Coles 
Vincent Lopez Orc 


Club Leisure 
Nyra Lou 

Keith Beecher Or 
Bill Chandler 
Angeles Lee 

The Rolands 


Club La Masque 


Hewitt & May 
Don Wise 

Al Garbell 
Edna Leonard 
Edna Mae 
Buddy Beryl] 
Art West 

Earl Willis Orch 


Club Royale 
Joan Warner 
Nellie Nelson 

Joe Lewis 
Tiffany ‘T'wins 
Yvonne Beauvais 
Rex Cushing 
Donna & Darnell 
Dolly Harris 
James Hall 


& 


Sid Lang Orch 
College Ian 
Phil Harris Orch 


Leah Ray 

3 Ambassadors 

& Biddle 

Chas Collins 

5 Maxellos 
Congress Hotel 

(Joe Urban Room) 

Corey Lynn 

Carlos Molina 


Colosimo’s 

Art Buckley 

Cole Sis 

Jos E Howard Rev 

Irene Duval 

3 Simon Sis 

Geo Devron Orch 
Club Alabam 

LeRoy & Mack 

Evelyn Nesbit 

Don Barangos’ Orc 


Drake Hotel 
Fowler & Tamara 


Jane Carpenter 
Clyde McCoy Orch 


Edgewater Beach 
Mark Fisher 
Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carroll 


Frolic’s 
Al Belasco Orch 
Irene Park 
Mary Stone 
Cecile Blair 
Mary & Elliott 
Diane Quellair 
Ilangar 
(Hotel LaSalle) 
The Carltons 


Clyde Lucas Orch 
Georgie Ta Pppe 
Helen Kane 


Pauline Baleau 
Hi-Hat Club 

Trudy Davidson 

Kolya & Berte 


Anita & Emanuel 
Morey Carter 
Paula Tymes 
Margar't Lawrence 
Effie Burton 
K-9 Club 
George Oliver 
Billy Harrero 
J'n & B’bby L 
Lee Carr 
Lyle Page 
Billy Russell 
Al Benson 
F & G Doran 
Billy Brannon 
Johnny Mangum 
Dominique Orch 


emar 


Maroni’s 
Rolando & Verditta 
Gwen Gordon 
Neecee Shannon 
Marge & Marie 
Virginia Buchanan 
Bob Wyatt 
Maurie Moret Orch 


Minuet Club 
Frank Sherman 
Phylis Noble 
Irene Cornell 
Sugar Kennedy 
Sherida Coouer 
Dick Hughes 





a par with Gordon’s former_ turns. 
bee, 
Mathea Merryfield Miramar 


(World’s Fair) 
Iienmque & Adr'ne 
Herb Wellington 
Ricardo & Siskie 
Art Schafer 


Mural Room 
(Brevoort Hotel) 


Jaros Sis 

Paul Fay 

Gale Gipp 

Fay Peters 

Bob Perry's Orch 


Old Heidelberg 
(World’s Fair) 
Roy Deitrich 
Herr Louie 
Hungary Five Bd 
Geo Hessberger Or 


Pabst Casino 

(World’s Fair) 
5 Maxellos 
Carter Fashion Sho 
Buddy Rogers Orc 
Jimmy Garrigan O 

Palmer House 
Medrano & Donna 
Hlermandez 3 
Vivian Vance 
Mason & Faye 
Abbott Girls 
Richard Cole Orch 


Paramount 


Joe Wallace 
Julia Gerity 
Anita La Pierre 
Eddie Varzos 
Jenkin Sis 
Faith Bacon 


Playground 


Lolo Bartram 
Marie James 
Bernie Green 
Al Trace Orch 


Terrace Gardens 
Benny Merofft 
Dorothy Thomas 
“Red” . Pepper 
Norman Gast 
Jack Marshall 


The Berlin 
Waddy Wadsworth 
Alexianne 
V & F Vestoft 
Jack Edwards 
Vendas 6 
Kolya & Bertet 


The Dells 
Guy Lombardo Or 


Vanity Fair 
Mary Ann Boyce 
Cliff Winehill 
Don Fernando Orch 

Via Lago 
Bebe Sherman 
Zita & Marcelle 
Jack Housh 
Wanda Kay 
Al Handler Bd 


100 Club 


Rosita Carmen 
Louise Massart 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Cinger Pearson 
Rae Bourbon 
Danny Alvin Orch 
Club 
Fannie Brice 
Sammy Walsh 

G & C Herbert 
Sheila Barrett 
Dario & Diane 
Abner Twins 

Jules Stein Orch 


Old Mexico 
(World's Fair) 
Fritzi Bey 
tobinson & Toueen 
Hank the Mule 
Sondrae 
Inez Gamble 
Ruby Rossiana 
Irwin Lewis 
Mike Cozzi Orch 


Ye Olde Tavern 


Mickey Scott Rev 

Cal Herbert 

Violet Cristian 

Lillian Francis 

Crane Russell Orch 
Villa Venice 


Faith Bacon 

Moore & Revel 
Mildred & Maurice 
Wheeler Twins 

Sig Givonia 

Helen O'Shea 
Mildred Fenton 





995 


wwe 








Marge & Marie 


Frank Quartell Or 


contestants, from such towns as 
Bangor, Shamokin, Toledo, Tusca- 
loosa, Hoboken, Reno, Dallas, Pitts- 
burgh, San Francisco, Kansas City, 
New Orleans and Tia Juana, only a 
pertion step frontward for special- 
ties. Outstanding are Martha New- 
ton in an acrobatic single and the 
Michaels trio. 


Act carries two specialty per- 
sons, Eddie Kinley and Mildred 
Chase. Kinley, ‘hot’ singer who 


isn’t so hot, tops with a dance that 


is some better but is the sort of 
routine that never seems to take 
any definite form. Might develop. 


Miss Chase is a hit in a song and 
dance She's a Kate Smith type 
and besides getting over with her 
voice and _ personality, surprises 
plenty with ability displayed in the 
dance for which the skirts come up 
high. 

Revue is nicely set and dressed. 
Not forgotten is the chance afforded 
to plug Wohlman’s Atlantic City 500 


Club, by talking of it and also 
through a sign on a street drop, 
which also gives a plug to King’s 
beer. thar. 


ARTHUR AND MORTON HAVEL 

AND CO. (3). 

Comedy Skit. 
12 Mins. One and Full. 
Academy, N. Y. 

The Havel boys are working out 
a new comedy routine which should 
be. better later on. As it now stands 
there are laughs, although some of 
the material is quite familiar. 

Before a special drop there is a 
routine with a train conductor in 
a uniform which they chalk up in 
explaining the route to Chicago. 
Change to a Pullman car scene de- 
picting section (upper and lower 
berths). Good looking blonde has 
the lower. Girl can't sleep and the 
boys warble the best of several dit- 
ties from ‘Strike Me Pink’. Their 
parodies such as ‘Wait Till the Sun 
Shines Nellie’ are funny although 
somewhat off color. 

For the finale there is a Mae 
West, Groucho Marx and Jimmie 
Durante number and some attempt 


at impersonation. Prop schnozzle 
used is nothing like it. Ibee, 
HAROLD BOYD AND CO (4) 
Knockabout 
14 Mins.; Two 
Albee, Brooklyn 

Boyd used to be the comic with 
the Three Sailors. He’s a deadpan 


worker, small and plenty funny. 
He has with him in this new turn 


two boys and a girl, all capable 
workers at the mayhem routine 
and with sufficient energy and 
ability to put it over. Also, they 
don’t overdo the eye-gouging as do 
so many other turns of the kind. 

Customers are getting a little 
tired of seeing people slap each 
other around, but this quartet 
probably tame down just enough 


to go over as straight comedy with 
little trouble. 


Good next to shut turn for in- 
termediate houses and a cinch in 
the deuce for the aces. Kauf 
THE RAVIATORS (4) 

Songs. 
12 Mins. One. 
Academy, N. Y. 

Four man vocal combination an- 
nounced as coming from NBC us- 
ing the microphone for what they 


term ‘melodies from out of the sky. 

Two men on at the opening 
dressed as French aviators. An- 
other due come from the audience, 
Supposed to be Italian airmen leit 
behind by the Balbo squadron. Afte r 
some dialect interchange they 0 
onto the stage. 

Comedy attempts made little im- 


pression, and seemed like wasted 
time. For the finale there is a re- 
cruiting song ‘Side By Side’ wilh 


one of the men using a second mike 
too sensitive. Result was a blaring 
quartette rendition. Ibee 
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WE DO OUR PART 





15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and ‘Clipper’) 





Influenza epidemic was closing so 
many houses acts were warned to 
verify dates just before leaving and 
to keep in touch with the bookers 
at all times. 

Vaude actors in Chicago were be- 
ing taken for big money by a 
crooked faro game capped by a for- 
mer actor. Just for them. 

Stagger plan of opening theatres, 
to meet traffic congestion, was find- 
ing favor. Shows opened at intervals 
between eight and nine o'clock. 

‘And the Children Pay,’ one of the 
first of the tell-the-kiddies films, 
busted by the N. Y. license commis- 
sioner. Exhibs told they'd be shut 
if they showed the film. 

Alexander Pantages planning to 
headquarter his circuit in Los 
Angeles. Liked the town. 

Government was showing pictures 
of German atrocities to conscien- 
tious objectors. At one showing 15 
pacifists were converted. 





N. Y. Strand put in girl ushers to 
release the boys for more strenuous 
employment. Getting common. 





Hearst splitting with the Pathe 
News. Planned to go it alone. 
Wanted a free hand on clips used, 
but didn’t want it long. 

Tom Ince made a picture at San 
Diego of relatives of enlisted men. 
Idea was to show it in camps to 
cheer the boys. Didn't click, though 
he donated the film and even paid 
expressage. 

Tommy Gray, with an overseas 
entertainment unit, cracked to 
VARIETY it was the longest jump he 
had ever made to play a benefit. 


30 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








Baseball season over. Boston won 
the League championship with 63 
out of 98 games. Philadelphia won 
the American championship in the 
10th inning of the last game played, 
leading St. Louis by only the one 
victory. 

Only one drama house open in San 
Francisco but others planned to re- 
light. Business good in the east. 

Lecture courses were popular and 
religious Boston was all ablaze over 
the announcement that a comic op- 
era would be included as one of the 
items in a church course. 

After the Ring theatre fire in 
Vienna it was a general law that all 
exits be left open during perform- 
ances. Recent panic in the Carlsbad 
theatre in the same city developed 
the law was not being observed. No 
One was injured, however. 

Dion Boucicault was planning to 
tour his company in a special car. 
To tax each member $25 a week for 
bed and board. 

Lytton Sothern, son of E. H. Soth- 
ern, had been trying to step into his 
father’s shoes, but found little favor. 
His brother, the younger E. H., 
achieved success under the manage- 
ment of Daniel Frohman. 

Blanche Gray, weighing 500 pounds, 
Was married in a local dime museum 
to a non-pro. ‘Clipper’ frowned that 
the audience was boisterous and the 
clergyman, a former army chaplain, 
was soused. 

Big money was going to the min- 
strel shows and dime museums. 
Latter were cropping up over night. 
Any good stand made money. 


| the Guild, N. Y., 
New York City | 





Inside Stufl—Legit 


Wilderness’, which 
actor-author-star calls 


Cohan’'s 
last 


opened at 
‘chin 


George M. appearance in ‘Ah 


week, is what the 


| 


whiskers opera’, in other words its rural and the kind of show that | 
rarely misses in the smaller communities. It is remindful to Cohan, too, 
of one of the best money makers that he and his former partner, Sam 


H. Harris, had on the road. 

Show was called ‘Fifty Miles From Boston’, outline of which Cohan 
wrote on the back of an envelope. He and Harris laughed over the idea, 
but the result was that they had six companies on tour, with no idea of 
presenting it in New York. 

At a time when the partners were out of town the late A. L. Erlanger, 
needing a show for a Broadway theatre, brought in one company of 
‘Boston’, which had been playing the sticks for two years, although he 
had promised not to do so. Critics looked it over and said: ‘Oh yeh’, 
and went to it. Soon afterwards ‘Boston's’ attendance on the road 
dropped so much that it was taken off the boards. 

It took six days to cut 15 minutes out of ‘Wilderness’ during the 
Pittsburgh date which preceded the New York premiere. 





Never as much discussion about a play as ‘Sailor, Beware,’ Courtney 
Burr's play. For one thing that producer's difficulty in promoting the 
$12,000 necessary for the production took on special significance in view 
of his past success in promoting hundreds of thousands for ‘The New 
Yorkers’ (Mrs. Josh T. Cosden) and ‘Walk a Little Faster’ (which young 
Vanderbilt and Whitney angeled), etc. 

Burr owns all of ‘Sailor,’ although a couple of thousand before cur- 
tain time would have bought a sizable chunk of it. Paramount has an 
option for the screen rights at $45,000 but Metro bid it up to $50,000 
over the week-end which Par must top before the first three weeks of 
the play’s run. 





Skit in ‘As Thousands Cheer’, Music Box, N. Y., which involves the 
British king and queen, drew immediate attention in London. During the 
Philadelphia engagement an English newspaper telephoned to Moss Hart 
who wrote the show (Irving Berlin did the score) tersely wanting to 
know if the satire would be taken out. Answer was that it would stay in. 

Claimed to be first instance in ticket agency annals, was the issuance 
of a ‘blue order’ on the Music Box for standing room one night last 
week. Three persons insisted on seeing ‘Cheer’, standees being required 
to pay $2.20. With the broker's order, however, the trio paid a premium 
of 75c each. 





Summary judgment against William J. O’Neill in favor of Sara Stamm, 
press agent for ‘They All Come to Moscow,’ which played the Lyceum, 
N. Y., briefly last season, was recently given. O’Neill was formerly an 
instructor in Latin at Fordham University. In taking a fling at show 
business he spent plenty of money on the ‘Moscow’ presentation, but not 
much went for salaries, it is declared. Other suits are pending. Miss 
Stamm has received $250 on her claim, with $150 more still due. 

O’Neill is said to have been backed by his aunt, Dora E. McCann of 
Albany, who bankrolled ‘Moscow’ for about $20,000. 


Regarded as a minor tragedy in the Joe Cook show, ‘Hold Your Horses’, 
at the Winter Garden, N. Y., was the forcing out of Eileen O’Connor, a 
young ballet dancer in the Harriet Hoctor ensemble. Girl is 15 years of 
age, the law putting the minimum at 16 for stage appearances of the 
kind. 

Miss O’Connor was dismissed upon complaint of the Gerry Society. 
Not known if that organization was tipped off by someone in the show. 
She had attended the professional children’s school which, it was thought, 
would exempt her from the child labor regulation. 


Sidney Phillips took his grievance against Sidney Kingsley, author of 
‘Men in White,’ at the Broadhurst, N. Y., to the Dramatists’ Guild with 
little success. 

Phillips had the Kingsley play last season and claims that the present 
production incorporates all the changes and suggestions he had made 
in the script, although the Group Theatre and Sidney Harmon-Hames 
Ullman ultimately produced it. The Guild decided that Phillips, for all 
his alleged contributions, had no legal redress, 





‘B’. Blumberg of the Brooks costume outfit goes bersek when excited. 
But he doesn’t sock. He rips shirts off guys. At the opening of ‘Hold 
Your Horses’ at the Winter Garden, N. Y., ‘B’ went back stage when the 
final curtain dropped and tore Joe Cook’s shirt off. Also Dave Chasen’s. 
He was that excited. 

That’s his way of expressing joy. After he does the shirt tearing 
exercises, ‘B’ remits the cost of the damage to the victim—if he doesn’t 
forget. 


Young John Shubert, son of J. J., has a B.A. degree from the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania and has one more year to go at Harvard in law. 
He plans to devote this season to show business, having obtained an 
extension of a year from the college. 

Junior Shubert is actively supervising ‘Hold Your Horses’ at the Win- 
ter Garden, where he is liked by the players. 





‘Kultur’, which expired at the Mansfield, N. Y., last Wednesday (4) 
after playing 10 performances, came close to the low gross records in 
legit. When at 8:15 o’clock it was known that only three $2 tickets and 
one at 50 cents had been sold, closing notice was posted. 

Show was presented by J. J. Vincent whose previous show experience 
was in opera and concerts. 





Shuberts took Owen Murphy's name off the program of ‘Hold Your 
Horses’ at the Winter Garden, but he’s still billed inside the theatre. 

That Sam Berman-Russell Patterson curtain of ‘Intermission,’ listing 
Broadway familiars, includes the name of Murphy, seemingly not so easy 
to eliminate. 





Columbia Pictures owns 75% of the screen rights and 50% of the legit 
production of A. C. Blumenthal’s ‘Eight Bells,’ which he’s bringing in 
the end of the month with Colin Clive and a British cast. It’s an Eng- 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Advance build-up for Sally Rand’s current week at the Paramount, 
New York, included as much free newspaper space as has been accorded 
any stage attraction to play the big town in a long while. Ben Serkowich 
is handling the fanner in New York. 

Among the funny sidelights is the large number of working newspaper 
people and photogs interviewing and camera-snapping the fan-swinger 
every day backstage. When Sally poses for a picture, she poses in the 
fans and as the fans aren’t as big as Sally is, that could be one reason. 

The Par’s lobby displays and the house ads are warm enough. On 
the sidewalk a board that flashes on and off shows Sally in one pose in 
which the fans and Sally are far enough apart to show Sally in a Minsky 
costume. Meaning cuticle. 

New York ‘Times’ went hi-hat on the Par ads to give the trade a 
giggle. While the other papers carried Sally im the nude, the ‘Times’ 














—— ——s * 
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inside Stuff—Pictures 
Erpi’s financing of production and studio operations will not have 
opposition from the other major electric, RCA Photophone. Reports 


that RCA might hop in with plans for a large studio in the east are 
officially denied. Photophone has small studio quarters at its home office 
on Fifth avenue for the convenience of its licensees, but will not and, 
because of lack of space, cannot enlarge these facilities. 

The old Gramercy studio which was operated by RCA but closed down 
due to fire restrictions at the time of the Pathe studio disaster uptown, 
is now a garage with property under control of others. 





The second Mae West picture, ‘I’m No Angel,’ opened at the Oriental, 
Chicago, Wednesday night (4) on its first date anywhere. Picture got 
$4,800 from 6 to closing opening day; played to $7,500 Thursday (6) and 
to $7,200 Friday (7). These figures set new highs in both gross and 
attendance for the house. 

The way the Chicago, Chicago, has skyrocketed with the fair crowds 
in the windy city has all along showed what the exposition meant to 
theatres, but the B&K people are not kidding themselves into believing 
business won't back down when the Expo closes, 





Premiere stunt for Warners’ ‘Footlight Parade’ at the Strand, New 
York, was further complicated by a they-shall-not-pass be-tuxed asst, 
mgr. who refused to recognize press cards for the loges. He also re- 
fused to recognize any of the WB home-office bunch who sought to iden- 
tify newspaper people for the loge seats. 

The opening was a riotous success literally through the 4 p. m. closing 
of one film and the reopening at 7:30 p.m. with the cops—under obvious 
orders of extreme civility—being taxed to the utmost to maintain equili- 
brium in the general pressure of humanity. 





Paramount didn’t have to purchase the rights for ‘Bolero’ from Maue 
rice Ravel in order to make a picture with that title. Word bolero is 
common name for a type of Spanish dance, and in the common domain. 
Paramount supposedly doesn’t contemplate using the music written by 
the Spanish composer, but company may figure it will get its money 
back from publicity accruing from the suggestion that the composition 
inspired the film. . 





Sir Benjamin Fuller, now in this country with his Australian general 
manager, Bill Douglas, who is recuperating from an appendicitis opera- 
tion in Los Angeles, will celebrate his 50th anniversary in the theatre 
this winter. The Antipodean showmen started as a chorister in the old 
Savoy theatre, London, with the original company of ‘The Mikado’, and 
has the original contract which Sir Ben’s father signed for him in his 
behalf as legal guardian, back in 1884, to prove it. 





One of life’s little ironies: In the state prolog to Mae West's ‘I’m No 
Angel’ at the Chinese, Los Angeles, commencing Oct. 13, the opening 
act on the bill will be the Loomis Troupe. 

A few years ago one of the Loomis company, his face hidden under 
the mask and walking on stilts, was Gary Grant. On the same Chinese 
bill, Grant is Miss West’s leading man in the pictures. 





Alice White, questioned for three hours in the bedroom of her Los 
Angeles home in connection with an alleged attack upon and disfigure- 
ment of John Warburton, was told by police to put on her clothes and 
accompany them to the station. ‘You just go ahead and I'll shut my 
eyes,’ said one of the coppers. ‘What a chance,’ replied Miss White, 
giving the cop a shove from the room. 


Paramount has clamped down on further catty comments in print 
resulting from the back-and-forth talk between Marlene Dietrich and 
Mae West. Studio feels that if not stopped it might develop into a real 
argument. For publicity purposes the girls are great friends from now 
on. Word battle started when Miss Dietrich returned from abroad. 





Surprise box-office development in the northwest is the manner in 
which reissues and return engagements of pictures are clicking. ‘Whoo- 
pee’ and ‘Platinum Blonde’ are reported grossing more than many first- 
runs. Return engagements of ‘She Done Him Wrong’, ‘42nd Street’, 
‘State Fair’ and ‘Kid From Spain’ have resulted in big biz. 





On the bill at the Paramount, L. A., this week with ‘Way to Love’ 
(Par), is a clip in the Par newsreel showing Steve Clemente throwing 
knives, hatchets, and picks at a human target. This is smilar to the 
knife-throwing in the Chevalier picture, which was also done by 
Clemente. 





Stanley W. Lawton, who runs a 15-25c double feature grind at the 
George M. Cohan, New York, for the same reason, acquired the Broad- 
way theatre on Broadway and 53d street from the Prudence Co., repre- 
senting the owners of the mortgage. Lawton is already operating. 





Group of players in Hollywood, willing to go into a short on spec, 
got a kick when paid off after the completion of the film, ‘Tough 
Breaks.’ 

Half way through the short Gene Laymon, producer, found an angel. 





Fox has fixed a Feb. 1 release date on ‘Only Girl’ last of the Lilian 
Harvey pictures made for Ufa in Berlin and remade by Gaumont-British 
in London. Film is being distributed in England by W. & F., chief 
Gaumont-British distrib subsid. 





Damon Runyon’s ‘Lady for a Day’ put him in the demand class over 
night. U.A.’s story buy went for $25.000 as against the nominal sum 
Col paid for his ‘Madame La Gimp’ (‘Lady’). 





Word ‘nigger’ is being deleted from a few prints of ‘Emperor Jones’, 
those prints to be used in colored houses. Word occurs 34 times in the 
picture. 





had its artist provide Sally with trunks and a brassiere and reverse the 
plate. 

3rother of another booker who is now booking his brother’s former 
houses, doesn’t care what names he gives the acts that play for him in 
Philadelphia, 

Standard names are being used in the billing for non-standard acts, 
In several instances the standards have lost good engagements in the 
town on the charge they played the other houses. Couple of complaints 
have been filed with the New York district attorney’s office. 








George Wh’ e's ‘Scandals’ tab opering for RKO in Providance Oct. 13 
for two weeks, and then set for some 10 weeks for Loew’s, plays 50-50 
from the first dollar in most of the houses, and for a 37,500 guarantee 
and percentage in some of the Loew metropolitan New York houses, 





also Daltimore and Washington. Loew bookings start Oct. 28 at the 
Valencia, Jamaica, L. I. 


What may be a new low for that sort of thing was George Godfrey’s 
22 offer for a team for Albany, with a jump from New York. So many 
acts yelled so loud when receiving the offer, it was known all over the 
street in 10 minutés. 


\ 





tad 








i 
} 
H 


ee ete bean Gist worse Sensei Oni grr tae 





eet ee 


~ ae - 


PR RTE OE BLE 3 








srr ts 


beg ene 


Pe ee 


rite 


eer. 


AD ptt: “AAS 














4 


46 VARIETY 


PEGUTEMATE 


Tuesday, October 10, 1933 








——_+_____ 





Carroll Would Have Critics Coded 
Or Ban ‘Em Al from First Nights 





. s 


Earl Carroll proposed a code for 
eritics upon visiting Buffalo last 
week, going there from Rochester, 
N. Y., where he looked over the tab- 


loid version of a ‘Vanities.’ He 
crossed himself also by saying there 
should be no critics. Let the audi- 
ences decide for themselves, was his 
point. In addition he thinks that 
critics are ‘cutting their own 
throats, by ‘tolling the knell of the 
stage at large.’ 

His remarks as quoted in the Buf- 
falo ‘Courier-Express,’ Oct. 2 are at 
variance with the general favorable 
tone of the reviews accorded most 
of the recent Broadway productions. 
Carroll's rough stuff as printed in 
the Buffalo daily read: 


Ruff Stuff 


‘They're murderers 
sins,’ Mr. Carroll declared. ‘New 
York critics in particular. They’re 
self-inflated punks who have set 
themselves up to see everything 
through everybody’s eyes. Because 
they've had a bad night they shove 
their superiority complexes down 
everybody's throats and kill, wound 
and maim. They’re so short-sighted 
that they fail to realize that by 
knocking every show and coining 
pet sarcasms just because it’s easier 
and smarter to do that than to write 
praise, they’re writing themselves 
right out of their own jobs. 

‘There are fine plays being writ- 
ten, and excellent productions in 
New York. But before the public 
can judge for itself it is prejudiced 
by a lot of back-biting old fools who 
have gotten into a rut and don't 
know how to do anything but lift 
their eyebrows and belittle. It isn’t 
fair! It isn’t fair to the girls and 
boys who rehearse for heart-break- 
ing weeks, to writers, to producers 
who sink their last dimes, to song- 
sters and a hundred other hard- 
working employes .f a show, to 
have their efforts fail just because a 
couple of critics on opening night 
sleep through the show and then 
blame the production, and a lot 
more follow their leads like sheep. 

‘Percy Hammond, for instance. 
He and I are sworn enemies. Con- 
sequently he pans my shows un- 
mercifully. The public doesn’t know 
this, and I tried to put in a full- 
page paid ad answering Percy 
Hammond, but the paper wouldn't 
take it. It is my opinion that critics 
should be banned from the shows. 
Let the public come in and judge a 
show on its merits. 


Urges Code for Critics 


‘The critics sit in pass seats and 
pick a show to pieces on questions 
of technique and staging. I declare 
that you can lock anyone of them 
in a theatre, back-stage, and they 
won't know the first thing about 
technique or the mechanics they 
prate about. There should be a 
code for the critics and Mr. John- 
son should give us—the producers 
and the show people—some relief. 
If you don’t think that what I say 
is true, come backstage sometime, 
see how hard it is to get chorus 
girls and actors to smile, to show 
some life and to act happy. They’re 
almost licked. The critics like vul- 
tures have fed on them, and with 
no money, rents and mortgages to 
worry about they’re about ready to 
give up.’ 

Carroll's recently presented ‘Mur- 
der at the Vanities, New Amster- 
dam, N. Y., was particularly panned 
by Hammond, but it was regarded 
as a boxoffice notice. 


DUFFY'S ROAD 
SHOW TERMS 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Matt Allen, manager for Henry 
Duffy, is now in New York to look 
over new productions with an eye 
to buying them for the coast. Duffy 
has only ‘The Late Christopher 
Bean’ coming into Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. ‘Counsellor-at- 
Law’ has played both cities twice. 
Instead of the former super-stock 
deals, Allen will offer New York 
producers regular roadshow terms 
for their productions, with Duffy 
now sending all his shows through 
the Northwest after they play the 
two coast metropolitan centers. 
‘Counsellor’ is the first to hit the 
sticks. 


and assas- 








Barnstorming Rah Rahs 
Give Art to Backwoods 


Marshalltown, Ia., Oct. 9. 

Collegiate players of the junior 
college here have mapped out a fall 
campaign that will give neighbor- 
ing towns presentations, something 
they have never seen in many a 
moon, 
Superintendents of schools in va- 
rious neighboring towns are making 
arrangements for three productions. 
The players were organized last 
year, presenting one-act plays. 


7-TOWN SWING 
FOR CHI GROUP 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 
Stepping in where the profes- 
sional stepped out, the Uptown 
Players, little theatre group, will 
shortly open a circle stock route 
which will take them through 
seven Illinois and Wisconsin towns, 
including Chicago. 
Towns to be played will be Chi- 
cago, Evanston, Waukegan, Racine, 
Oak Park, Aurora and Elgin, figur- 
ing each town as a three-day mini- 
mum stand, with Chicago at least 
a full week spot. 
Organized since 1927, they have 
just formed a permanent company 
under the direction of James Brad- 
ley Griffin and will present one play 
a month, running from November 
through to May. Will take in new 
shows and revivals. 
Shows will be produced in Chi- 
cago at the Women's Club theatre, 
with ducats going at 75c and 50c, 
while season rates will be $4 for the 
six-bit pews and $2.50 for the half- 
check seats. First show will be 
‘Candida,’ opening the first Tues- 
day in November. 
To be followed with ‘Canaries 
Sometimes Sing,’ ‘Gates of Para- 
dise,’ a new show, ‘If Booth Had 
Missed,’ Benn Levy’s ‘Devil Passes,’ 
‘Jargon,’ by John Graham, one of 
the Uptown Players, and finally 
‘Strangle Hold,’ from the Channing 
Pollock typewriter. 
Uptown Players as a group are 
really of the People’s Church and 
during the past six years have been 
playing in the basement of that 
spot. But with the new plans fig- 
ure a spot nearer the loop and with 
greater capacity. Are now plan- 
ning a straight-forward profession- 
al campaign to get the loop mobs. 
Their appearances in the nearby 
towns will bring those burgs the 
first legit or vaude flesh they’ve had 





Church Remodelled as 
Home of Local Group 


Arlington, Mass., Oct. 9. 

St. Joh.’s Episcopal Church here 
will become the future home of 
drama. Friends of the Drama, a 
local organization, was the low bid- 
der for the property. 

Alterations will be made, provid- 
ing for a stage and dressing rooms. 


NEW PET BOGEY 
IS VETERANS 
ON LOOSE 


Annual convention of the Amer- 
ican Legion has taken the place of 
college towns as the number one 
dread of theatrical performers. De- 
troit, Boston, Chicago or whatever 
place the ex-doughboys chose for 
their yearly jubilee is the place 
where performers would prefer not 
to be that week. 

In the old vaudeville days such 
burgs as Ann Arbor, Madison, Ur- 
bana, and other campus-dominated 
towns were dreaded by performers 
because the collegians, away from 
home and running wild, were cap- 
able of any whim. Now actors 
quake before the small town con- 
vention-goers away from the social 
disapproval of their own communi- 
ties and delighting in breaking up 
shows, disturbing the peace, and 
hiccoughing in the midst of serious 
scenes. Any large convention is dis- 
turbing but especially the largest 
of all, the annual Legion bout. 

As Chicago Sees It 

Chicago last week was a repeti- 
tion of other years and cities. At 
B&K’s Chicago theatre Legionnaires 
shouted all through the feature pic- 
ture, ‘we want Sally,’ referring, of 
course, to the fan dancer, Sally 
Rand. Disturbances were reported 
from practically all the houses, 
vaude, legit, and straight pictures. 
A constant annoyance and particu- 
larly so as the Legionnaires spent 
very little money. Conventionites 
in general make a volume of noise 
and trouble all out of proportion to 
their disbursement of cash. And by 
their antics they tend to keep out 
the regular customers, 
As reported all the loop hotels 
made their Legion guests post cash 
bonds in advance to cover damages 
and meanwhile substituted cheap 
furniture and bric-a-brac for any- 
thing good. 








. e — 
Staging Literati 
Pasadena, Oct. 9. 
Pasadena Playhouse will do a 
production of ‘Best Sellers,’ comedy 
of the book publishing biz, Lorin 
Raker has a leading part. 
Play goes in after ‘Alien Corn, 
which opens Oct. 17 with Greta Kel- 





in years. 


ler. 





Spectacle Gets $46,000 





Top Gross for One 


Performance—Addi- 


tional Shows Set 





Pageant, ‘The Romance of a Peo- 
ple,’ tracing the history of the Jew- 
ish race, but with a non-sectarian 
appeal, is proving a sensational suc- 
cess. Heavy rains which forced the 
spectacle off the Polo Grounds, N. 
Y., indoors at the Kingsbridge 
armory, has turned out to be a 
lucky break. Draw is more unusual 
from the fact that the drill shed is 
located far up in the Bronx. 

Lowest gross for any performance 
was $18,000 and the highest nightly 
take was $46,000. Instead of three 
showings as originally scheduled in 
the ball park, ‘Romance’ will be 
given at least 18 times. Indoor 
schedule was for 14 performances, 
three being added and dated for the 
coming week end (14, 15 and 16). 
One matinee was added last Sun- 
day (8) with prices from 50 cents 
to $2, attendance being a small riot. 
Top for added shows will be $3. 

Only the $5 tickets were unsold in 
advance for last Saturday and Sun- 
day showings. ‘Romance’ played 
Monday (9) and goes on tonight but 
lays off Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday because of holidays and to 
give the participants a rest. The 
players, none of whom are compen- 
sated, are repurted sticking in total. 





Those who live in the suburbs are 
given transportation but others 
must pay their own fares. 

It is now definitely assured that 
the project will reap heavy profits. 
When the added cost of dismantling 
the enormous setting in the ball 
park was faced, looked like ‘Ro- 
mance’ would be lucky to break 
even. Money is to be devoted in 
aiding Jews in Germany and their 
trek to Palestine. Governor Leh- 
man of New York suggested the in- 
door presentation. 





Cherniavsky Revue 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Josef Cherniavsky, former musical 
director for Universal on the coast 
and now leading the overtures at 
the B. & K. Chicago, has written 
and is producing a new satirical re- 
vue. Collabed with Sid Kuller who 
wrote the lyrics to Cherniavsky’s 
music, 

Show is called ‘The Ham Revue’ 
and is based upon an idea in which 
a mad producer assembles all the 
fifth-rate performers from the side- 
walk and attempts to build a show 
with this material. 





Plays on Broadway 





OUT OF TOWN REVIEW 


Her Master’s Voice 


Philadelphia, Oct. 7. 

Max Gordon's latest production, a 
straight comedy without music by 
Clare Kummer, derives a very large 
percentage of its appeal—and it has 
plenty—from its casting. Miss 
Kummer, who always has a kind of 
midsummer madness in her plays, 
has, in ‘Her Master's Voice,’ brought 
forth something just a little more 
fragile than usual, but a cast of 
A-No. 1 proportions accomplishes 
wonders with the skimpy and often 
slightly banal material. 

‘Her Master’s Voice’ brings two 


very excellent performers back from 
Hollywood in Roland Young and 
Laura Hope Crews. Both of them 
do amazing things by their none- 
too-original parts. And Elizabeth 
Patterson comes close to stealing 
the honors from this pair, which 
gives one a rough idea of the stand- 
ard of performances in this play. 
Frances Fuller and Fred Perry are 
two others who must not, by any 
means, be forgotten. 

Miss Kummer tells of a young 
married couple (Young and Miss 
Fuller) whose happy existence is 
marred by the husband's arrival 
home with the news that he has lost 
his modest job. A mild but all-im- 
portant drinking party (celebrating 
the loss of job) has interesting re- 
sults. The young wife’s rich aunt 
arrives upon the scene and mistakes 
the husband for a butler or house- 
man. She has no use for the hus- 
band (who she hasn't met) and in- 
vites her niece to her mountain 
lodge for a complete rest. Husband 
is hired as a servant in the same 
place. 

Crux of the second act is reached 
when the husband climbs a balcony 
to spend the night with his wife 
only to discover that he has invaded 
the sleeping porch of his employer 
—the wealthy aunt. 

The story sounds silly in narra- 
tion, but in the hands of these first- 
class players, it doesn’t act that 
way. Not much change is necessary 
in Gordon’s new production; only a 
quickening of pace and a sharpen- 
ing of scene. On the first night, 
Miss Patterson as the mother-in- 
law won spontaneous hands at the 
end of her every scene. Young was 
his usual sutle, eccentric self. Miss 
Crews, as the wealthy aunt, might 
have dominated everything if she 
had not slurred her lines. When 
she is easier in the part, ‘Her Mas- 
ter’s Voice’ will have overcome one 
of its early handicaps. 

But the real fact of the matter is 
that Miss Kummer has concocted 
a most fragile and tenuous little 
comedy. Little or no fundamental 
change can be made in it. It must 
stand or fall, save for the aforemen- 
tioned quickening of tempo at times 
and focusing on important points, 
on the performances and personali- 
ties of the players. Miss Crews, 
Miss Patterson and Young form an 
adept trio, and Miss Fuller, charm- 
ing as the young wife, and Mr. 
Perry as an elderly suitor of the 
aunt’s, are equally capable. 

The sets are in good taste and 
the direction and general produc- 
tion cannot be criticized. ‘Her Mas- 
ter’s Voice’ is ephemeral, but so 
disarming and pleasant that it has 
excellent chances as a class draw 
show, getting also a certain follow- 
ing from the film followers of 
Young and Miss Crews. Waters. 





Prof. in Rev’s Spot 


Syracuse, Oct. 9. 


Paul Shipmen Andrews, dean of 
College of Law, Syracuse Univer- 
sity, replaces the Rev. Dr. John P. 
Appelbee, as president of newly 
formed Civic Repertory Theatre As- 
sociation, 

Body will back dramatic stock at 
the Ritz next month. 





WINTER STOCK ON L. I. 

Sea Cliff, L. IL, Oct. 9. 
This North Shore swank town 
home of large estates hopes to have 

a winter resident stock company. 
Charles West Hinton of the Red 
Barn Theatre in Locust Valley is 
working on project. Will use Cliff 
theatre and set the admish at pic 
prices, Red Barn Players to open. 





KANE GOES GROUP 
Syracuse, Oct. 9. 

Boarshead Dramatic Society of 
Syracuse University will produce ‘A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream’ in No- 
vember. 

Piece is being staged by Whitford 
Kane, Shakespearean actor with 
Hampden last season, 








AH, WILDERNESS 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Guild by the Theatre Guild; written by 





Eugene O'Neill; George M. Cohan fea- 
tured: staged by Philip Moeller. 

Nat Miller...... eecccese George M. Cotran 
Waste cccce ececccorccoces Marjorie Marquis 
Arthur ..ccsee ++» William Post, Jr. 
Richard ..eeses -++-Elisha Cook, Jr. 
BAUIGTOE ccccccccccceccccsccs Adelaide Bean 
TOMMY ..cccccccsces Walter Vonnegut, Jr. 
Sid Davis. .crccccscccccccers Gene Lockhart 
Chip Bier. occcccccceccess Eda Heinemann 
David McComber..... ++++-Richard Sterling 
Muriel McComber............Ruth Gilbert 


eeoee- JOHN Wynne 





ehesce Ruth Holden 


Belle ..ccccce evececces 

WOO és vcéace essceeees- RUth Chorpenning 
Bartender ..eseeeeeesss-DoOnald McClelland 
Salesman ..+se.- Coeervecesccsecs John Butler 





The Theatre Guild gets off to an 
admirable start with such a crack 
set-up as George M. Cohan and 
Eugene O'Neill, latter the author 
and the former the star of the play. 


‘Ah, Wilderness’ is not sensational 
because it is rural, but it is an 
evening’s entertainment and looks 
sure to keep to Broadway’s boards 
indefinitely. 

There was at first some conjec- 
ture as to Cohan’s hook-up with 
the Guild because at the time he 
had plays of his own he wanted 
to do. 

The actor-author-manager ad- 
mires O'Neill, especially his writ- 
ing of this play, to such an extent 
that he shelved his own production 
schedule. 

O'Neill and comedy were strang- 
ers until ‘Ah, Wilderness.’ Woven 
into his story of Nat Miller, news- 
paper publisher in a Connecticut 
town, and his family, is an appeal- 
ing if not stirring, father and son 
theme, 

Nat Miller has two sons, one at 
Yale and another about to enter 
college. The boy, Richard, is not 
anxious to attend the university, 
although a studious youngster ad- 
dicted mildly to socialism, to Ber- 
nard Shaw and to Oscar Wilde, be- 
cause he is in love with Mildred 
and would prefer hastening the day 
they can wed. Excerpts from some 
of his favorite books which he sent 
to Mildred are found by her father, 
who kicks up a fuss and forbids 
the girl to associate with Richard. 

A curt note from Mildred, writ- 
ten at her father’s command, 
plunges the kid into despair. He 
readily accepts an invitation from 
an older lad to have an adventure 
with two shabby ladies of the eve- 
ning. Scene with Richard and one 
of the girls, whose advances he 
rejects, is the back room of a 
saloon (play is dated 1906). Rich- 
ard becomes intoxicated and is 
thrown out by the hard-boiled 
bartender. 

Scene at the Miller home as they 
wait for the kid to come home has 
its comic climax when Richard 
wobbles from the room nauseated. 
Scene on the beach with Richard 
and Mildred renewing their troth 
is effective. But the scene between 
Nat Miller and Richard when the 
father tries to explain to the son 
the perils of young manhood and 
to advise him against contamina- 
tion is the play’s finest passage. 

It is the nearest thing to a frank 
talk between an elder and a youth 
on the matter of sex that the stage 
has yet offered. It is at that point 
of the third act that Cohan gives 
one of the best performances of 
his career. Little doubt that the 
O'Neill writing of that scene did 
more to impel Cohan to shelve his 
own plans and hook up with the 
Guild. Latter in return made the 
concession that Cohan be featured. 

‘Ah, Wilderness’ may be rated a 
play of sentimentalism and in its 
enactment Cohan has splendid sup- 
port—Elisha Cook, Jr., who plays 
Richard, Marjorie Marquis, who 
gains attention for her portrayal 
of Essie Miller, Nat's wife, Gene 
Lockhart, as her brother, Ruth 
Holden as the prostie and Ruth 
Gilbert as Mildred, besides others 
who were as carefully cast. 

Show adds one more to the list 
of fresh successes that enlivens the 
new Broadway season. ibee. 


TEX TO TOUR HOMEMADE 
OPERA, BIRTHDAY BALLY 


San Antonio, Oct. 9. 

Preliminary set-up has_ been 
made for Texas splurge in grand 
opera with formation of Texas 
Opera company to produce ‘Tejas,’ 
native opera with premiere here 
coincident with state’s centennial 
celebration in 1936. 

Opera is work of Thcophilius 
Fitz, composer, and Mrs. William 
H. McGehee and Mrs. Hervey F. 
Mayes, Brownwood, librettists. 
Chorus in training now for series of 
concerts to ballyhoo production, 
which will enlist leading vocalists 
of State and possibly Lawrence 
Tibbett (for premiere only). Plans 
to tour state and outside cities. 
Book sets out Texas’ dramatic his- 
tory under six flags. Edith M. 








Resch impresario. 
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Fal Broadway Clicks Bring Crowd 
Pushing te Get on the Band Wagon 


— + 





Two Producers Claim 


j . s * 
Miss Menken’s Service 
Whether Helen Menken is to ap- 
pear as the lead in George Abbott 
Dunning’s 


Big pickup in interest on legit 
matters alt elong the line last week, 
directly twaceable to the influx of 
the flock of recent hit shows. Play- 
prokers report a bigger call for|@nd Philip 
scrips than has been evidence in a segin,’ by Howard Young, or 

whether she is to support Helen 
number of seasons, and say that the Hayes in ‘Mury of Scotland,’ which 
reports are coming from a surpris-|the Theatre Guild is preparing, will 
inly varied list of clients. 

Quite a number of shoestrongers 
are back, with renewed hopes and 
dreams, and a number of would-be 
angels have suddenly showed up. 
also. Several persons were heard 
around willing to be told about pos- 
sible productions and having cash 
to put up for such purposes. 

According to the brokers, reliable 
producers who have been on the 
fence about certain scripts seemed 
to indicate last week that, with the 
seeming revived interest in legit 
shows by the public, they might 
clinch the things and go through 
with productions. 

Critics Softening 


Heard on several sides, also, that 
‘the critics are not as bad as they 
used to be.” Feeling here is that 
the newspaper mob is now ready to 
give a break to the shows that are 
fair, or nearly good, whereas pre- 
viously they were hunting for per- 
fection. 

Situation getting so that one of 
the daily legit columnists mentioned 
‘If I don’t get a pessimistic note 
pretty soon from somebody outside 
of the Shuberts I won’t be able to 
g0 on. Everybody's oozing optim- 


terim Miss Menken is rehearsing 
with latter show. 
have begun rehearsals this week. 

Abbott & Dunning claim Miss 
Menken’s services on the ground of 
priority. The actress had the con- 
tract agreed on in her possession 
and is said to have verbally verified 
her acceptance, although she never 
signed on the dotted line. She also 
expressed her preference to play in 
‘Drums.’ Suddenly and to the sur- 
prise of Abbott & Dunning she 
went to the Theatre Guild. Latter 
not only gave Miss Menken a run 
of the play contract at a higher 
salary than offered by the two 
firms, but guaranteed her from 
eight to 12 weeks. 

Understood that Theresa Helburn, 
managing director of the Guild, 
telephoned Abbott & Dunning, ask- 
ing that they postpone ‘Drums.’ 
Answer was that they could not be- 
cause preparations were complete 
with the exception of Miss Menken. 
However, the two-firm figure that 
Miss Helburn’s request strengthens 
the claim of priority. 


AMATEURS GRAB 
LEGIT OPENING 








is practically a reprint of the day 
before.’ 


Fight for Belasco 
Name—And the Right 
To Switch Telephone 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 9. 

Little theatre movement here was 
given an impetus last week with the 
organization of a Pittsburgh Civic 
Playhouse, an outgrowth of the 
Pittsburgh Summer Playhouse. 
Same ‘backers behind the proposi- 
tion, with M. E. Fierst serving as 
general manager. Showing of sum- 
mer group, which presented six 
Broadway hits, surprised sponsors, 
leading to an unexpectedeenthusi- 
asm over new enterprises. 

Unable to secure a legit site, Civic 
group figures to add tone to the 


Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 

Fight for right to the Belasco as 
a theatre moniker, a name which 
has been identified with show biz 
for over half a century, and which 
now marks a house with which no 
Belasco is connected, is behind a 
hot court contest here for use of a 
certain telephone number. 

Trouble started when Edward 
Belasco transferred his theatrical 
operations from the Belasco thea- 
caesife nent Gown So gures’ bo] tne, oe, te, iti, thanires 4° st 
had a right to the Belasco name, un- yee mcany ee peings git or 
der which he had operated at that | \yy ae ee Se 
location from 1926 to 1933. Ie or-|; ete, SeeOn we ae viagra 

three, and no stock troupe at all. 


swanky Hotel Schenley. Stage is 
being built in one of the ballrcoms 
and shows are to get a week’s run, 
one every three weeks, under a sub- 
scription operation. 

It’s figured that now’s a logical 


~aitag at So. Calif. Tel. Co. to de- Talent is to be recruited locally, 
ver all phone calls for the Belasco] with an occasional guest star in 
to the Mayan, which he and Homer prospect 


Curran now operate. “ —— — 

Customers trying to make reser- 

vations for ‘Louder Please,’ at the . 
Belasco, had difficulty in getting the Name Bands Mm Revues 
house because of the telephone 
switch. Bradford Mills, new man- 
ager tenant of the Belasco, yelped 
that business was being greatly in- 
jured and secured a temporary re- 
straining order compelling the phone 
company to direct ealls for the old 
Belasco number to his theatre. 

Case is expected to come to trial 
latter part of October. 

In protesting the injunction Ed- 
ward Belasco recited the theatrical 
history of his family, the late Da- 
vid Belasco, Frederick and himself, 
and indicated that he would make 
every legal effort to prevent the 
Petroleum Securities Co. (Edward 


New York musicians’ local has 
put a ban on unit orchestras with 
musical shows. Means that the 
hame band thing is out as far as 
revues produced here are concerned. 

Under the ruling the hiring of any 
musicians for the show is left 
strictly to the house contractor. 


Jessel’s Yiddish Play 


George Jessel will appear in an 


Doher - 5 ee i ratainingeg » 
the titl er from retaining by Sholom Ash, next season. Novel 
> € ( > =e »j yy} Pa. 2 : : 
Bradford sa - — —— shee a. is being dramatized by Maurice 

SKE ord } s av 3elase é * *j j 
ha ills. David Belasco had| gojpwartz, yet Yiddish actor, who 
established theatres by that name will also stage the piece 
in New York 30 years ag j ee ee v 
rk 30 years ago and in After Schwartz gets through 


Washington, D. C., 20 years 
Edward and Frederick had a Bel- 


azo. a P ° 
ag adapting the novel to a play, it will 


be adapted into English. Schwartz 


asco show house 20 years ago on i)] t appear 

Main street, in L. A. The family|“*) "°PSPPESR 

had been in show biz in various 

Parts of the U. S. for 60 years. Norman Lights Part 


This tradition and repute Edward 
Belasco is determined to retain for Casse Lehman Light has obtained 
himself and his associates. a divorce in Reno from Norman 

Name of Belasco theatre, how- | light, manager of the 
ever, was appended to the Hill street} den, N. Y. Couple were married 
house in L. A., before Edward Bel- | several years. She is said to be the 
asco leased it, at the suggestion of | daughter of an owner of the Fair 
the late Edward Doheny, Jr., ac-|cne of Chicago’s largest department 














cording to attorneys Samuel Hill |stores. Light is a kin of the Shu- 
and Paul Ziegler for the Doheny in- | berts 


terests. No alimony was asked 


‘The Drums 


be decided by arbitration. In the in- | 


‘Drums’ was to | 


venture by presenting plays in the | 


Nixed by Musicians 


American version of ‘Motke Ganif,’ 


Winter Gar- | 








—That’s News! 


Courtney Burr, among the 
newer Broadway managers 
was more than surprised at the 
hit notices and capacity busi- 
ness of his ‘Sailor, Beware’ at 
the Lyceum. That goes for 
others in the Burr outfit, which 
has a four show production 
scheduie and ratez ‘Sailor’ 
having the weakest chance. 

To recuperate from the 
pleasant shock, Burr boarded a 
boat for Bermuda Saturday 
taking alorg Julius (Dude) 
Harris, ‘supervisor’ of the Burr 
office. But before he departed 
Burr raised the salaries of the 
|} entire cast, as well as the 
house staff, being the excep- 
tion to the rule that when a 
manager produces a hit he 
turns heel. 


$1.65 Opera Seats Go 
But Need a Campaign 
To Fill Free Chairs 


Minneapolis, Oct. 9. 

During the four nights’ run of the 
Civic Opera Company’s production 
of ‘The Bohemian Girl’ audiences 
ranged from 6,000 to 7,000 paid ad- 
missions at $1.65 top, but 3,000 seats 
free to the public were practically 
unoccupied at the first two per- 
formances. 

Newspapers in gratis publicity 
stories stressed fact that ‘something 
free was going begging’ and the 
free sections were pretty well filled 
| the last two nights. 
| Productions of company are a 
| civic project and the shows get the 
| 














use of the municipal auditorium 
free. City’s show houses don’t relish 
the opposition free seats. 


dacliee tans Hee 


Courtney Burr whose ‘Sailor 
| Beware’ at the Lyceum looks one 
of the early season Broadway hits, 
is readying another for pronto pro- 
duction, ‘All Good Americans’, by 
S. J. Perelman. 

Burr will start to cast as soon 
as he gets back from a Bermuda 
vacash with Dude Harris whom he 
took along on a short trip sailing 
| Saturday (7) on the S. S. Monarch 
of Bermuda. 


Authoring Mates 


| Sidney Phillips has two scripts 
for early production. One is by 
Aben Kandel and the other by his 
wife. No collaboration but two sep- 
arate plays. 

Phillips’ headache now is whether 
to be a gent or a hard-boiled im- 
presario. 











Charges of Ticket Resale Gouging 








Ist Minneapolis Road 
Show Date in December 


Minneapolis, Oct. 9. 
Unless some other booking is ob 
tained in the 
politan, legit road show house 
will not open this season until Dec. 
11, the latest opening in local the- 


here, 


atrical history. 

Initial offering will be Katharine 
Cornell in ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street’ and ‘Romeo and Juliet’ for 
three days. With the Shubert, dra- 
matic stock house, dark, the city for 
the first time is without spoken 
drama. —_ 





RIVAL FILMERS 
JUMP BIDS; 8 
BYWAY HITS 


Althcugh announced as and gen- 
erally understood to be in the bag 
for Paramount, completion of sale 
of film rights to Courtney Burr’s 
‘Sailor Beware’ is being held up by 
a counter offer from Metro. 
had a three weeks’ bid on the show 


better Metro’s $50,000 bid. 


the authors share in the sale. They 


Knox Robinson. 


is considerable 
is ‘Men in White.’ 
others on this one also at $50,000. 
for a reported $15,000. Piece closed 
at Booth, New York, 7. 
‘Bitter Sweet’ in Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 

‘Bitter Sweet’ is set for Chicago 
opening on Nov. 5. Show has never 
played the town. Shuberts secured 
road rights. 

Now booked for the Texas State 
Fair. in Dallas. 











| 


Shubert Default Charge in Horses’ 
Case Before Guild, Year Ban Possible 





The Shuberts face the possibility 
j of ban of from six months to one 
| year from production by the Dram- 
;atists Guild of the Authors League 
jot America, through the dereliction 
| charged against J. J. Shubert in the 
| matter of ‘Hold Your Horses’, Win- 
ter Garden, N. Y. Allegations of 
fo of the Basic Minimum 
| Agreement were filed by three 
'of the writers and composers of the 
| score, 
| Failure to pay royalties to Rus- 
jsell Bennett, Owen Murphy and 
Robert A. Simon, three-way song 
| writing team and yanking Murphy’s 
;}name from the billing are the prin- 
cipal complaints. Bennett and Si- 
mon were paid their royalties after 
a delay last week, but not Murphy. 
Shubert claims that Murphy aban- 
doned the show. The writer de- 
clares that Shubert refused to take 
him to Boston where the first per- 
formances were given. Murphy is 
known to have attended all re- 
hearsals in New York prior to the 
Boston date. Fact that the manager 
would not permit Murphy to go to 
| Boston was one of the differences 
between Shubert and the show's 
star, Joe Cook. 

Cook Loses 20 Lbs. 


Ilorses’ is being revamped un- 
der the direction of young John | 
Shubert and has been playing te 


Virtua] capacity, more than holding | 


the pace of the initial week 


Stienuous rehearsals and the many 


4arguments precipitated by J. J. re- 


sulted in Cook diopping 20 pounds 
in weight. Show closed in Boston on 
Friday (Sept. 22) opening here Mon- 
day (25), but there were no dress 
rehearsals, with the consequence 
that the stage hands were not fa- 
miliar with the settings. That added 
to a ragged premiere. 
J. J. Shubert never 
Guild agreement because 
cerned with non-musical shows. 
The authors of the ‘Horses’ book 
and the score are Guild members 
and under the contract they and all 
known writers can be estopped from 
supplying material to any manager. 
At least one Broadway showman is 
known to have come under the ban 
recently for failure to pay royalties. 
New York‘*courts ruled several years 
ago that royalty money is not the 
property of a manager, latter mers 
ly handling such funds in trust. 
Last Wednesday (4) Dave Chasen 
j fe ll about nine feet from a ladder 
| landing on his back and nearly x 
irg into the orchestra pit at the 
Garden 
iformance. A flimsy 


signed the 
not con- 





| up from storage was blamed 

| lowing day a safe device was pur- 
j chased. Cost was $19 

| Edward J McNamara withdrew 
|from the cast last week, having 
handed in notice during the hecti« 
| Boston engagement because of the 
arguments He was replaced by 
| Walter Wilson Jack Powell has 
been spotted in the show with his 


drum routine, 


meanwhile, the Metro- funder the 


itee of the 


Par 
in at $45,000, but now must meet or 


Picture deal for the show, which 
opened Sept. 28 at the Lyceum, New 
York, won’t be consummated until 
it has run three weeks, after which 


are Kenyon Nicholson and Charles 


Another new legit for which there 
Hollywood bidding 
Four offers are 
in, with Metro reported topping the 


Warners bought ‘Heat Lightning’ 


Bring Action by NALT to Police 
Agency Trade, Swank Clubs Called 


. 


The rules to correct evils in the 
resale of 
cies as formulated by the 
National 
the Legitimate Theatre, organized 
National Act, 
are anything but satisfactory to the 
brokers, forth 


all sorts of bring 


theatre tickets by agen- 


commit- 


Association of 
Recovery 


Latter are putting 
arguments to 


about an amelioration of the re- 


strictions. 

They have again revised the es- 
timate on the number of agencies 
which could exist under the new 
rules, limiting premiums to _ not 
more than 75 cents per ticket. Not 
more than a dozen could get by, 
they say. 

There are actually 32 brokers li- 
censed ‘by the ticket committee. If 
and how the list is to be weeded 
out is a subject for consideration 
and before the problem is settled 
many a bitter dispute is likely. The 
legit code rules are not supposed to 
deny a license to any recognized 
ticket broker. Leading brokers be- 
lieve the error in .he new control 
system lies there. Changes in the 
ticket rules are largely a matter to 
be disposed of by the NALT gen- 
eral or emergency committee. 

$8.80 For $3.65 Ducats 

Prices in excess of the 75 cent 
limit over the box office rates are 
reported having been charged, with 
one of the leading clubs first in- 


volved. A member of the Racquet 
and Tennis club says he bought two 
tickets for the $3.85 show, ‘Hold 
Your Horses’, paying $8.80 each. 
Ducats were obtained through a 
person having the ticket conces- 
sion in the club, it is said. The 


(Continued on page 4%) 
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CRITERION CLUB 





during the Horses’ per- | 
prop slide duz | 


Fol- | 


FRIARS’ REFUGE? 


The Friars abandoned their club- 
house at 110 West 48th street, N. Y., 
known asthe Monastery, last Fri- 
day (6), after building and occupy- 
ing the spot since 1916. Explanation 
given is to the effect that the place 
was too costly to operate. But 
though the Friars may be a bit down 
they are not out and varied plans to 
go forward in a bigger and better 
way are being formulated by a com- 
mittee of five actors. 

With a paid up membership of 
over 360, three spots are being con- 
sidered for new quarters. Favored 
early this week was the Criterion 
club on 53rd street “-between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues. Criterion is 
elaborately outfitted, it being the 
quarters of a group of young and 
formerly wealthy men who though 
they are still operating, cannot 
take it any more, 

Cost of moving estimated at $15,- 
000 including advance rent. Pro- 
posal is to raise the coin by the is- 
suance of certificates of debt of 
various denominations up to $1,000 
Already a group of Friars has guar- 
anteed to accept the certificates. It 
is proposed, too, to stage a Frolic 
within the next six weeks, with the 
expectation that the public will rally 





to the support of the organizatior 
also advertisers. 
Hotel Astor Pro Tem 

| In the meantime the Friars are 
|} occupying suite 100 at the Astor 
hotel Despite quitting the Monas- 
tery a general meeting was held in 
the great hall Sunday (8) when it 
was definitely decided t stick. 
Committee to decide on new quar- 
ters consists of Walter C. Kelly. Lou 


Holtz, Harry Delf, Jack Benny and 
Irving Caesar, 
The club men who looked over the 
Criterion state that it ca be of 
erated at one-fourth the cost en- 
tailed in running the Monastery 
| Friars had 40 employees. Wages 
eost of feeding the employees and 
the coal te run the engine roc 
totaled $100,000 annually It was 
; neces ry to run ] I or nue 
ously and the coal wagon was back- 
ed up on the pavement almost daily 
because the. bins had smal] capacity. 


i 


(Continued ob page 44) 
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One Deal for London Alhambra Blocks 


Another, and Both 


Now Reported Off 





London, Sept. 30. 

Despite contradictions by Sir 
Oswald Stoll, it is understood the 
deal to purchase the Alhambra by 
a syndicate for $2,250,000 is defi- 
nitely off. Syndicate, headed by 
Morris Bloom, financier, put up 
25,000 deposit some months ago, 
with promise to give balance of 
10% a few weeks after. The bal- 
ance has not been laid down, al- 
though Stoll has extended the days 
of grace, after Bloom asked for 
several postponements. 

Reason for hitch is syndicate 
was in negotiations with Kempin- 
ski, German millionaire restaura- 
teur, who owns the Vaterland Cafe 
in Berlin. He was expected to 
finance concern to the tune of $1,- 
000,000, for which he was to get 
the liquor concession and also 
manage, Kempinski was ready to 
deposit the money, but found he 


could not withdraw capital from 
Germany. This resulted in another 
one of the syndicate, who was to 
raise $400,000, withdrawing from 
the project. 

Incidentally, the Bloom project 
came after negotiations by Stoll 
with another group of English 
bankers, who were ready to pur- 


chase the entire Stoll circuit for 
20 million dolars, with the Alham- 
bra valued at $1,750,000, and with 
Bloom demanding another half 
million dollars for the Alhambra 
property, the bankers’ deal fell 
through. 


Revival Sparkles 

An enthusiastic audience wel- 
comed the revival of Ashley Dukes’ 
costume comedy, ‘The Man With a 
Load of Mischief,’ at the Westmin- 
ster theatre, Sept. 26. 

After eight years, its wit and 
appeal is undimmed and should at- 
tract the artistic clientele it 
charmed on its original production. 


Costly Ducats 


A comparative newcomer. to 
West End management rented a 
theatre for a revue. Before it was 
due to open, he was advised to 
send tickets to the owner of the 
house. The owner was sent the 
seats and asked to pay for them. 

A few days later, the lessee ap- 
proached owner to let him (the 
lessee) have the theatre for Sun- 
day concerts. The owner then 
looked through the contract he had 
with the lessee and found it was 
for six days a week. Just to show 
him who was boss he is charging 
the lessee $375 per Sunday, be- 
sides the weekly rental, 





At Palladium 


Palladium, week of Sept. 25, re- 
tains most of last week’s colored 
talent, with only Scott anl Whaley 
out, but aggregation is cut short to 
make way for several white new- 
comers. Bill is headed by Peter 
Higgins, whose resonant tenor voice 
was liked. 

Three Wiere brothers, German act, 4 
adopting American method of sales- 
manship, scored. Max Miller, local 
comic, following everything on the 
bill, got plenty of laughs. Of the 
holdovers, Chilton and Thomas, the 
Three Keys and Tracy and Vinette 
were the outstanders. Business was 
surprisingly bad, with audience in 
unreceptive mood. 


Floor Shows for Road 

International Cabaret Enterprises, 
new company just formed, with di- 
rectors Eddie Dolly and Percy 
Athos. 

Object is to acquire all the cabaret 
shows staged by Percy Athos at 
Murray’s Club and Romano's res- 
taurant, and tour them in the 
provinces. 


Pavilion Bill 


London Pavilion bill, week of Sept. 
25, shows decided improvement in 
quality. For several months most of 
the acts were in the $100 per week 
class, with John Southern, who is 
still in charge, claiming he is mak- 
ing both ends meet. But there is 
no doubt this week’s names, which 
include Seven Singing Sisters, Au- 
strian crooners, Western brothers, 
Leon Rogee and Nicol and Martin 
are far above such salaries levels. 

Of the newcomers, only act having 
possibilities is Evelyn Kirkby and 
Bay Harrington, presentable maids, 
who can sing. Business in the open- 
ing show was near capacity, which 
looks like house is already reaping 
the benefit of the Leicester Square 
theatre closure. There is no doubt 
if Southern makes up his mind to 
run fairly good bills he has a chance 
to make money, with the winter sea- 
son approaching. 


FABRE DIES 
Paris, Sept. 29. 
Maurice Fabre, basso, died at 
Montbard, France. He was 68 and 
was for years associated with the 
Paris Opera and Opera Comique. 
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Made-in-Germany Odors 


For Krauss in London 
London, Sept. 39. 

A group of distributors invaded 
the gallery of the Shaftesbury on 
the opening night of Werner Krauss 
in ‘Before Sunset,’ and directly the 
curtain rose tossed into the audi- 
torium hand bills reading: ‘A mes- 
sage to Hitler through Werner 
Krauss. We want British actors 
for British plays, not Nazi actors. 
Buy British.’ 
Among other efforts to break up 
the show a few stench bombs were 
tossed into the audience, but failed 
to explode. When picked up and 
examined they bore the inscription, 
‘Made in Germany.’ 


Govt. Cleanup Kills 
Spanish Music Halls 





Barcelona, Sept. 29. 
Barcelona's governor-general, 
Senor Selves, has started a stage 
clean-up crusade and announced 
that he intends +o sterilize all pub- 
lic entertainments here. All the 


reyues are to be previewed by him. 
He himself says he is very nar- 
row -minded. 

The hardest hit by the new blue 
laws will be the music halls and 
cabarets. Up until now there has 
been no check on what the enter- 
tainers could wear. But from now 
on there will be policemen in the 
wings to decide whether or not the 
girls are properly garbed. 

The music hall is a favorite en- 
tertainment in Spain and most of 
them have employed 40 to 50 girls. 
The program usually starts at 11 
o’clock and lasts until 4 in the 
morning. The new blue laws will 
not change the closing hours but 
most of the performers will be out 
of work because the attendance is 
falling off under the new era. 


Cosmopolitan Warsaw 


Warsaw, Sept. 28. 


According to local statistics the 
Warsaw season, 1932-33, saw no 
less than 99 foreign language plays 
in Polish translations. “ 
Bulk of foreign plays are from 
the French and German, also with 
English, American, Italian, Rus- 
sian and Hungarian pieces scor- 
ing. 

Actual figures of imported and 
performed plays are as follows: 


29 plays from the French, 


24 plays of German and Austrian 
origin. 


17 plays of English and Ameri- 
ean origin. 

10 plays from the Italian. 

9 plays from the Russian. 

8 plays from the Hungarian. 

1 play from the Norwegian, 

1 play from the Czechish. 


Friars 


(Continued from page 47) 
Engine room and heating costs aver- 
aged $17,000 yearly, that item alone 
indicating the worst construction 
fault. Engine room is directly un- 
der the grill, with the result that 
in warm weather the spot was one 
of the city’s hottest dining rooms, 

Friars were forced into receiver- 
ship last winter by the fellow who 
sold the club butter and eggs. The 
building reverted to the Bank ‘for 
Savings. It was thought the club 
could go along under a rental ar- 
rangement, to which the bank 
ag eed. 

Six weeks ago club employees 
were informed their jobs were over, 
there being no funds to pay wages. 
It was declared by club officers that 
the employees were paid up to that 
time and that they decided to take 
a chance. Regardless, they banded 
together and started suit, naming 
George M. Cohan as defendant. Co- 
han was re-elected as Abbot of the 
club last season, but he stated he 
did not regard himself an officer 
now because of the reorganization. 
Cohan expressed affection for the 





club and was sorry to see it pass. 


Ticket Squawks 





(Continued from page 47) 


purchaser bought the tickets only 
because of an engagement and re- 
ported the macter. 

Result was that the NALT sub- 
committee, in charge of the ticket 
situation decided on widening its 
system of anti-gyr control and the 
policing of the various ticket chan- 
nels. Some 30 of New York’s 
prominent social clubs have been 
invited to a meeting at which the 
ticket rules will be explained. Clubs 
will be usked to assist in eradicat- 
ing high prices by strictly enforé- 
ing the rules and if tickets cannot 
be purchased in the clubs at the 75 
cent premium, no information is to 
be given to members as to where 
they may be obtained ‘at a price’. 


Such restriction has already been 
assured the showmen by the Rac- 
quet and Ternis club, A ticket com- 
mitteeman (Rowland Stebbins) is a 
member of the club and got that 
promise. Clubs asked fo meet with 
the commttee include such class or- 
ganizations as: Army and Navy, 
Brook, Calumet, Century, Univer- 
sity (plus tle various university 
clubs), Engineers, Junior League, 
Knickerbocker, Union League, 
Lotus, Metropolitan, Colony, Cos- 
mopolitan and New York Yacht 
clubs. 

Revenue Law Point 


During the discussions between 
the committee and the ticket men, 
one of the showmen asked the brok- 
ers why they should reap profits 
through excess prices and why the 
managers wee not entitled to some 
of that coin. Brokers came back 
with a propo:sal to split all such 
fees with the managers. It was 
then brought out that the revenue 
law stipulates that managers must 
pay the government 50% of any 
money received in excess of the box 
office prices. 


That raised quite a rumpus, ticket 
men believing the last revision of 
the act had eliminated the 50% levy. 
It was explained the provision was 
present in two portions of the rev- 
enue act and had been eliminated 
only in one. At the present time a 
broker may charge any price (so far 
as the revenue act is concerned) s0 
long as he pays the government 10% 
tax. Former regulation called for 
the broker to kick in 50-50 with the 
government if charging more than 
75 cents over the b. o. price. 
McBrides, who were credited with 
eliminating the 50% agency levy 
provision, were queried about the 
retention of the managerial clause, 
which is in effect a joker against 
the managers. McBrides denied any 
such intention, and claimed no 
knowledge of the managerial clause. 
One showman replied that if the 
ticket men wished to play fair, they 
should seek to have the clause re- 
moved at the next session of Con- 
gress. 

Nine persons attended a commit- 
tee meeting called to rule on the 
brokers’ request for an amendment 
permitting the interchange of tick- 
ets from one agency to another. 
Brokers wanted it so that first 
agency could charge a 75-cent pre- 
mium and the agency to whom the 
tickets were given or exchanged 
could charge a similar fee. That 
would have raised the premium on 
such tickets to $1.50 (plus 15 cents 
tax). There were two agency rep- 
resentatives on the commitee for 
the occasion, and theirs were the 
only votes in favor of the proposi- 
tion. 

Agitation in ticket circles is in- 
evitable until many more shows ar- 
tive, and then it is not certain that 
there will not be clashes over the 
rules. At the present time there are 
so few tickets to fill the increasing 
demand that the brokers” are 
squawking all over the lot. 

Brokers’ main argument in limit- 
ing prices in the clubs is that the 
managers are chasing the money 
people away from the theatres. Box 
office men are in agreement with 
that viewpoint. They say that 
wealthy patrons want special ser- 
vice and the best locations, and are 
willing to pay extra. 

Most of the complaints and the 
blame for the rules are leveled at 
Brock Pemberton, active head of the 
committee. He listens to all sides, 
and so far the agency people appear 
to be principally talking in circles. 
Ticket committee is anxious for a 
showdown. They would like to get 
the goods on a violator of the rules 
and inflict punishment, mainly with 
the idea of finding out the reaction 
on the other brokers. 

To that end a small appropriation 
has been given to the committee for 


expenditure in policing the ticket 
people during the next’ several 
weeks. No action was taken on ‘two 





for one’ tickets. 


Code Proposal High lights 





(Continued from page 6) 


with the American Federation of Labor, 
then a representative appointed by the Na- 
tional President of such affiliated organiza- 
tion, together with a representative ap- 
pointed by the disputant, shall examine 
into the facts and determine the existing 
minimum scale of wages and maximum 
number of hours of labor for such theatre 
or theatres in such particular locality, and 
in the event they cannot agree upon the 
same, they shall mutually designate an im- 
partial third person who shall be empow- 
ered to finally determine such dispute, with 
the proviso, however, that in the event 
such representatives cannot mutually agree 
upon such third person, then the National 
Recovery Administrator shall designate 
such third person; however, 

(b) If the question at issue arises with 
the unorganized employees or with any 
organization of such employees not affili- 
ated with the American Federation of La- 
bor, then a representative of such unorgan- 
ized employees, or, as the case may be, a 
representative appointed by the President 
of such unaffiliated organization, together 
with a representative appointed by the dis- 
putant, together with a representative ap- 
pointed by the National President of such 
affiliated organization above referred to, 
Shall examine into the facts and unani- 
mously determine the existing scale of 
wages and maximum number of hours of 
labor for such theatre or theatres in such 
particular community, and in the event 
they cannot agree upon the same, they 
shall mutually designate an impartial third 
person who shall be empowered to finally 
determine such dispute, with the proviso, 
however, that in the event such represen- 
tatives cannot mutually agree upon such 
impartial third person, then the National 
Recovery Administrator shall designate 
such impartial third person. 

C. Pending the determination of any 
such digpute, the rate of wages then paid 
by the Exhibitor in such theatre or thea- 
tres in such community, and the maximum 
number of hours then in force (and not 
more than the hours provided for in this 
Code) shall not be changed so as to decrease 
wages or increase hours, 

D. In order to effectuate the foregoing 
provisions of this Section 6 hereof, and 
pending the determination of any dispute 
ag above specified, the employees herein 
embraced and provided for shall not strike, 
and the Exhibitors shall not lock out such 
employees. 

7. In no event shall the duties of any of 
the employees hereinabove specified in 
Section 6A directly and regularly employed 
by the Exhibitors as of August 23, 1933, 
be increased so as to decrease the number 
of such employees employed in any theatre 
or theatres in any community, except by 
mutual consent. 

8. With respect to any labor not herein- 
before provided for, such labor when réegu- 
larly employed by the Exhibitors shall be 
paid not less than 40 cents per hour. 

The set-up of the grievance board and its 
powers will remain virtually the same in 
the permanent code except for changes in 
the personnel as announced. It provides: 
Section 4. Each such complaint shall be 
in writing and made immediately after the 
commission of the act or acts complained 
of, and the Local Grievance Board after a 
fair and impartial consideration of all of 
all of the facts presented, a full, expedi- 
tious and complete hearing of all the par- 
ties concerned, including the Exhibitors 
directly involved, the Distributors having 
contracts with the Exhibitor complained 
against, and Exhibitors having contracts 
for runs subsequent to each of the Exhib- 
itorg directly involved, and if it deems it 
necessary, an independent investigation of 
the facts, shall make a prompt determina- 
tion of each complaint submitted to it. 

Section 5. The Local Grievance Board 
shall determine whether or not any Exhib- 
itor complained of has committed any of 
the acts specified in paragraphs (a), (b). 
(c) and (d) of Section 3 hereof, and shall 
make findings of fact in such regard. The 
Local Gri nee Board upon the facts 
found shall make an award (a) dismissing 
the complaint, or (b) granting such relief 
as the Local Board may deem appropriate. 
The Local Grievance Board shall not have 
power to award damages. No award shall 
be made in favor of a complaining Exhib- 
itor unless the Local Grievance Board shall 
find as a fact that the eomplaining Exhib- 
itor is able, ready and willing to fully carry 
out and comply with all of the terms and 
conditions which may be fixed by the Local 
Grievance Board as a condition for making 
the award, which terms and conditions 
shall in no event be less favorable to the 
Distributor concerned than those contained 
in the license contract of the Exhibitor 


complained of, including the Distributor’, 
loss of revenue, if any, resulting from tie 
elimination of or reduction of revenue from 
any subsequent run or runs made necessary 
by such award, and such other terms and 


conditions as the Local Grievance Board 
may prescribe. 
Section 6. No person, firm or corporation 


shall be entitled to file any complaint under 
this or any other Article of this Code unless 
such person, firm or corporation shall have 
duly executed this Code in its entirety 
within forty-five (45) days after it is signed 
by the President of the United States, and 
shall have thereby pledged himself or itself 
to meet all requirements of the National 
Industrial Recovery Act. Evidence of such 
compliance shall be filed with the Code 
Authority. 

2. Section 1. All complaints and grieve. 
anves not specifically Gesignated to be heard 
or passed upon in the first instance by the 
Code Authority by arbitration or by the 
Local Clearance and Zoning Board, shall be 
heard and determined by a Local Grievance 
Board. 

Section 2. (a). There shall be established 
a Local Grievance Board, appointed by the 
Code Authority, in each exchange territory, 
Each such Board shall consist of two repe 
resentatives of major Distributors and two 
representatives of Exhibitors and one per- 
son who shall have no direct or indirect 
affiliation with any branch of the motion 
picture industry, approved by Distributor, 
who shall be regarded as the impartial rep- 
resentative of the Code Authority and who 
shall vote on any question before the Board 
only in the case where the Board is deade« 
locked. There shall: be a Chairman of each 
Board, selected by a majority vote of the 
members of the Board. Any vacancy in 
the Board shall be filled from the class of 
members in which thé vacancy occurred, 
No member of such Board shall sit on any 
matter involving his own or his company's 
interest. 

(b) The decision of each Local Board 
upon any question submitted to it shall be 
determined by a majority vote, but in casa 
the Board is evenly divided, such question 
shall be submitted for determination to the 
impartial representative of the Code Au- 
thority, as provided in paragraph (a) of 
this Section. The decision of the Board 
and/or the impartial representative, as the 
case may be, shall in writing. All de- 
cisions of the Tocal Board shall be made 
within fifteen (15) days from the filing of 
the protest, grievance, or complaint or 
within three (3) days after the parties shall 
have been fully heard, whichever date is 
earlier. 

Section 8. (a) Any party aggrieved by 
the decision of the Local Board shall have 
the absolute right to appeal therefrom to 
the Code Authority, provided such appeal 
be filed in writing not later than five (5) 
days after the decision of the Local Board 
is rendered, in which case the grievance or 
complaint,. together with all the evidence 
taken before the Local Board shall be ree 
ferred to the Code Authority. 

(b) All persons interested in the decision 
shall have the right to appear before the 
Code Authority and present additional evi- 
dence. The Code Authoritv, after investi- 
gating the complaint or grievance and re- 
viewing the evidence theretofore taken and 
considering the additional evidence, if any, 
shall promptly render its decision not later 
than fifteen (15) days from and after the 
date when the parties have been fully heard 
on appeal. 

Under the heading of miscellaneous pro 
visions are: 

The secret payment or allowance of 
rebates, refunds, commissions, credits, or 
otherwise, whether in the form of money 
or otherwise, or the secret extension to 
certain persons engaged in any branch of 
the motion picture industry or any special 
services or privileges not extended to all 
persons on like terms and conditions, shall 
be deemed to be an unfair trade practice. 

6. The defamation of competitors by 
felsely imputing to them dishonorable con- 
duct, inability to perform contracts, ques- 
tionable credit standing, or by other false 
representations or by the false disparagee 
ment of the grade or quality of their goods, 
shall be deemed to be an unfair trade 
practice. 

7. The publishing or circularizing of 
threats or suits or any other legal proceede 
ings not In good faith, with the tendency or 
effect of harassing competitors or intimi- 
dating their customers, shall be decemed to 
be an unfair trade practice. 

8. Securing confidential information cone 
cerning the business of a competitor by @ 
false or misleading statement or representa- 
tion, by a false impersonation of one in 
authority. by bribery, or by any other un- 





fair method, shall be deemed to be an 
unfair trade practice. 





Doug. Dumbrille 
Samuel T. Hinds 


Sally Blane 

Paul Harvey 

Sterling Holloway 
Jean Adair 

Matt Briggs 

Charles Levison . 
Adalyn Doyle 

Cc. Henry Gordon 
Isabel Jewell 

Judith Wood 


Cast: 


D—Wm. Wyler 
A—Elmer Rice 


Doris Kenyon 
Thelma Todd 


John Qualen 
Bobby Gordon 
fimar Brown 
Malka Kornstein 
Angela Jacobs 
Clara Langster 
T. H. Manning 
Marvin Kline 


‘By Candlelight’ 


Cast: 


Cast: 


John Boles Raymond 





Gloria Stuart 


(2d week) 


Leslie Fenton 
Russell Hopton 
C-——J. Van Tree, Sr. 
Cast: 
Lee Tracy D—Ed. Marin 


A—L. G. Blochman 
c—Chas. Stumar 


Shirley Grey 

Georges Renevant 
Hedda Hopper 

Ralph Forbes 

Tom Moore 
Ferdinand Gottschalk 
W. Armitage 

Huntley Gordon 


UNIVERSAL John Wray 
‘Counsellor-at-Law’ Brandon Hurst 
(3d week) 


‘Cross Country Cruise’ 
(1st week) 


C—Norbert Brodine D—Eddie Buzzell 

Cast: A—Stanley Rauh 
John Barrymore Elmer Harris ° 
Bebe Daniels Cast: 


Lew Ayers 
Alice White 


D—Alan James 
A—Rogt. Quigley 
C—Ted McCord 


Ken Maynard 
Cecilia Parker 
Walter Miller 
Hooper Atchley 
Jack Rockwell 
Ed. Coxent 


lbouglas Cosgrove 


Robert Blliott 


Production Survey 


(Continued from page 26) 


Dorothy Peterson 
Mae Busch 
Edmund Breese 


‘Bombay Mall’ 


‘Convention City’ 


(5th week) 
p—Archie Mayo 
A—Peter Milne 
Robert Lord 

c—Wm. Reese 

Cast: 
Joan Blondell 
Dick Powell 
Adolphe Menjou 
Mary Astor 
Ruth Donnelly 
Guy Kibbee 
Hugh Herbert 
Patricia Ellis 
Frank McHugh 
Hobart Cavanaugh 
Sheila Terry 
Gordon Westcott 
Barbara Rogers 
Grant Mitchell 
Harry C. Bradley 
Douglas Dumbrille 
Lorin Raker 
Samuel Hinds 
Wm, Burress 
Egon Brecher 
Virginia Howell 


‘Massacre’ 
5 ae yells 3 se ‘Riders of Justice’ (24 week) 
Vincent ‘imeane (Maynard) D—Alan Crosland 
Conway Washburn (2d week) A—Ralph Block 


Sheridan Givney 
c—Geo. Barnes 
Cast: 

Richard Barthelmess 

Ann Dvorak 

Claire Dodd 

‘Easy to Love’ 

D—Wm. Keighley 
A—Carl Erickson 


(4th week) : David Boehm 
D—Robert Wyler Francie Fore Manuel Soft 
A—Hans Kraly ’ . . C—Ernest fallor 

F. Hugh Herbert WARNER vanes re 
<aren de Wolfe is ’ doiphe Menjo 
C—John Moscall Finger Man Genevieve Tobin 
Cast: (6th week) Fdward Everett Horloa 
Paul Lukas —Roy Del Ruth Hugh Herbert 
Elissa, Landi A Se ‘Bed Side’ 
Nils Asther sen Mars 
Laurence Grant Lillie Hayward (Sd_week) 
, " C—Tony Gaudio D—Robt. Florey 
Beloved ‘ast: A—Lillie Hayward 

(4th week) James Cagney Rian James 
D—Victor Schertzinger Mae Clarke C—Sid Hickox 
A—Paul Gangelin Marjorie Gateson Cast: 

C—Marritt Gerstad Robert Barrat Warren William 


Jean Muir 
Alan Jenkins 
David Landau 


Hatton 
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Happiness’ Voice’ Weak in Philly: 
Trade Turning Toward Musicals 


‘CAKE’ IN FOR ANOTHER | 
SELL-OUT WK. IN HUB 


Boston, Oct. 9. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 9. 
Plenty of activity is forecast for 
this month and at least the first 
part of November in Philly's legit 


theatres. 

After the two openings this week, 
three are announced for the 16th 
and four for the week-end of the 
23rd, with another half-dozen or 
more shows mentioned for the fort- 
night thereafter. 

Last week’s business was not so 
forte and the wise boys are begin- 
ning to wonder if musical shows 
are the only thing to sell. ‘As 
Thousands Cheer’ was the sole real 
hit of the fall here so far, 

This week’s newcomers are ‘Music 
in the Air,’ which cancelled a week 
of its engagement at the Garrick 
because of weak advance, and ‘The 
Curtain Rises,’ a try-out at the 
Walnut. ‘Music’ is, of course, a re- 
peat. Next week’s crop includes 
‘Spring in Autumn,’ with Blanche 
Yurka at the Walnut, ‘Give Us This 
Day,’ with Edith Barrett at the 
Broad, and ‘Biography,’ Guild suc- 
cess at the Chestnut. 

On Saturday (21), ‘Gowns By 
Roberta’ is reported as bowing in 
at the Forrest; on Monday (23), 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ comes to the 
Garrick. Nazimova in ‘Dr. Monica’ 
to the Broad and ‘The Thorough- 
bred,’ with Florence Reed, to the 
Walnut, 

‘The Follies,’ ‘Jezebel,’ ‘Love Story 
by S. N. Behrman and the new 
Guild play with Helen Hayes are 
mentioned as near-future likeli- 
hoods. Unfortunately, wholesale 
conflicts in booking will exist as a 
probability because of five houses 
being open and all of them running 
plays for short engagement. 

Estimates for the Week 

‘Inspector Charlie Chan’ (Broad, 
first week). Indie house opened 
with good notices but not much biz. 
Stays two weeks despite miserable 
$3,500. ‘Give Us This Day,’ with 
Edith Barrett (16). 

‘Her Master’s Voice’ (Chestnut, 
first week). First week not so hot 
for first subscription offering of 
American Theatere Society although 
Thursday matinee helped a lot. Not 
over $5,000. ‘Biography,’ (16) with 
‘Dinner at Eight’ (film), in for four 
or five weeks starting. 30th. 

‘The Curtain Rises’ (Walnut). In 
for one week only with good in- 
dications. ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ 
jumped nicely in second week, but 
even that didn’t mean worthwhile 
business. $4,000. 

‘Music in the Air’ (Garrick). In 
for a single week now because ad- 
vance was so weak. Late Christo- 
pher Bean’ got weak $5,000 in sec- 
ond week. 








The FOUR BLACK YEARS that 
put the world in the RED—re- 
vealed the soundness of— 


LIFE INSURANCE 


No need to paint a picture of 
those black years. No one wants 
to, either! But like a brilliant 
star shining through the storm 
clouds of that period, the rec- 
ord of LIFE INSURANCE 
stands out in bold, magnificent 
relief, 


You have your own problems and 
are entitled to have a Program 
built for your particular use, It 
will cost you no more to own 
Insurance which fits your case 
perfectly than to buy misfit In- 
surance, 


For further details write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave., New York City 
Phones Murray Hill 2—7838-7839 
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Otis Skinner's 


Cabin,’ coming into 
tonight, is only new addition to le- 


git line-up here, 


‘Let "Em Eat Cake’ has another 
sell-out week ahead at Shubert. 
Ina Claire doing swell biz 
last week at Plymouth in ‘Biog- 
raphy,’ to be followed next Monday 
by Pauline Lord 
Christopher Bean,’ coming in ahead 
of the film. Al Luttringer venture 
in stock at Wilbur prospers with 
‘As Husbands Go,’ 


tilbert starring. 


Next week Eva Le Gallienne 


company comes for six days to 
Colonial, first half, 


Juliet, and last 


ence Reed. 
guest star. 


Dark Hollis will be relighted Oc- 
tober 27 and 28 for Shan-Kar, 


Hindu dancer. 


the Colonial 


with Walter 


‘Romeo and 
half of week, 
‘Alice in Wonderland.’ 

Copley announced to reopen Oc- 
tober 23, management Chamber- 
lain Brown and Capt. V. E. Sutton- 
Mattocks, to present old and new 
plays. List includes Conrad Nagel, 
Nancy Carroll, Henry Hull, 
Leon Janney is first 





Future Plays 





‘Haywire’ 


De Liagre, Jr. 


terested. 


‘Man in the Zoo,’ adaptation of 
David Garnett’s book by Jerome 
Ross, may be Crosby Gaige’s next. 


summer 
Caldwell, N. J., has been taken for 
B’way by Rich. Aldrich and Alfred 
Play was original- 
ly ‘North of Broadway.’ 
Kennon Jewett, who coined ‘It’s fun 
to be fooled’ for Camel cigs. 

‘Under Glass,’ by Eva Kay Flint, 
will be the first production of the 
newly formed N. Y. Plays. 
Friedlander now staging. 

‘Windy,’ by T. P. Tarrant, will be 
given a tryout in Boston. 

‘My Notorious Husband’ tentative 
title of a play to be written by 
Arnold Rothstein’s widow. 
Selwyn and Chester Erskin 





Indies Equality 





(Continued from page 42) 


the best of the standard acts while 
closing of the former gap between 
indie and circuit salaries places the 
indies on a par with the majors in 
the bidding for names. 

The name situation has 
been boiled down to a percentage 
proposition, anyway, so it’s the the- 
atre’s capacity now 
rather than who books or runs it. 
Breakaway of numerous deluxers 
from the chains gives the indie field 
a prestige it hasn’t known up to 
now. As a result of all the changes 
that have lately tended to raise the 
standing of the indies by the process 
of lowering the circuit standards, 
playing the indie field no longer 
casts a stigma on high grade acts. 
To them all the books now look 


alike. 


Pay Pact Backfires 

The late booking and salary pact 
established by the circuit bookers 
seems in retrospect to have been 
more of a break for the indies than 
for the circuits themselves. 
circuits drew mostly headaches from 
the so-called ‘agreement,’ while the 
indies suddenly found themselves 
thrust into the big time class over- 


night. 


Cutting of standard salaries by 
the circuits proved 
stances to be a boomerang for those 
who did the cutting. Acts were edu- 
cated to the cuts by the circuits, but 
when it came to continuing on the 
circuits at cuts many of the acts 
that were most in demand refused. 

3ut through the circuits’ cutting, 
the circuit salaries were reduced to 


the indies’ own 


longer so painful for the average 
turn to play for indie dough and, 


as always, the 


rather work cheap 


where there is no 


precedent. 


that counts 


chance for im- 
provement, than for 
where possibilities for big coin are 
not so limited and where playing at 
the cut money would 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Follies’ (Shuberts) 44th 
Street and Shubert. 

‘The World Waits’ (Frank 
Merlin), Little. 

Repertory (Civic Rep), 14th 
Street. 

‘Mary of Scotland’ (Theatre 
Guild), Guild, 

‘Green Bay Tree’ (Jed Har- 
ris), Elliott. 

‘Three in One’ (William Har- 
ris, Jr.), Longacre. 

‘Gay Divorce’ (Wiman & 
Weatherly) (road), Fulton. 

‘Fledermaus’ (Dwight Deere 
Wiman), Morosco. 

‘Ten-Minute Alibi’ (Gaige & 
Shuberts), Selwyn. 

‘Spring in Autumn’ (Arthur 
Beckhard), Miller. 

‘School for Husbands’ (Guild), 
Empire. 

‘Eight Bells’ (A. C. Blumen- 
thal), Hudson. 

‘Under Glass’ (W. B. Fried- 
lander), Masque. 

‘Thunder on the Left’ (H. B. 
Forbes), 49th Street. 

‘Divine Drudoe’ (John Gold- 
en), Royale. 

‘Virtue on Hosgseback’ (A. H. 
Woods), Jackson Heights, 

‘Handy Man’ (Edward Gar- 
dner), Broad, Newark. 











LOW COST CHI 
SHOWS HOLD; 
OTHERS OUT 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Legion instead of helping legit 
business hurt it. Legion guys 
weren't in to spend any money, but 
had the time of their convention by 
pushing each other around the 
streets. Spent so much time at that 
playful diversion even a lot of regu- 
lar Chicago theatre-goers decided 
to stay home to keep away from the 
mobs. 

Result is that two more shows 
made up their minds to call it quits. 
Shows are steadily oozing out of 
town and only one or two are re- 
ported coming in. ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
scrams Oct. 21 after 19 weeks in the 
loop, which makes it a record-holder 
for long-time runs. Tops the stay 
of ‘Strange Interlude’ which for a 
dramatic show, held previous high 
of 14 weeks. 

‘Monster’ is the newest one into 
town, coming into the Studebaker 
under the Harry Minturn stock con- 
tract. ‘Monster is a ‘must’ produc- 
tion for Minturn under his contract 
with Equity. Without it he would 
have to pay additional coin to per- 
formers in the first show, ‘Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin,’ on a straight produc- 
tion basis. 

‘It Pays to Sin,’ a new one, still 
dickering for space in the Selwyn, 
but rent problems holding up signa- 
tures. ‘Bitter Sweet’ comes into 
town, at the Grand Iikely, Nov. 5. 
On Christmas night ‘Christopher 
Bean’ with Pauline Lord is dated 
for the Illinois with the present 
house-filler, ‘Dangerous Corner’ 
vowing to keep the lights going un- 
til that time. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Dangerous Corner,’ Illinois (D- 
1,335; $2.20) (2nd week). Doing a 
$7,000 pace which is happy enough 
and may be able to reach until 
hoped-for Christmas day. Low cost 
all the way through and can drop 
two or three grand below present 
figure and still keep going. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Grand (D-1,207; 
$2.75) (17th week). Sliding down too 
close to the line for this heavily 
manned show. Goes out on Oct, 21. 
Show will disband here. ‘Dinner at 
Eight’ flicker of Metro-Goldwyn 
slated to open Monday following 
legit closing at the Apollo for a two- 
a-day run, Hitting around $13,000 
now. 

‘Her Majesty the Widow,’ Cort 
(C-1,276; $2.20) (15th week). One 
more week and out on Oct. 14. Goes 
on tour with Pauline Frederick in 
the lead and heading for the bigger 
midwest towns. Around $3,500 now. 

‘Monster,’ Studebaker (D-1,250). 
Opens tonight (9) under Harry 
Minturn as stock show. 

‘Take a Chance,’ Erlanger (M- 
1,318; $2.75) (14th week). Best in 
loop though much under capacity. 
Still around $15,000. Will attempt 
to go for 12 more weeks which is 
the length of contract which will 
keep Olsen and Johnson in town for 
Swift radio program. 

Other Attractions 


Grand Opera, Auditorium. Biggest 
grosser of legit coin. Off just a 
little to $17,000 which is tremendous 
i at its $1 to 25c scale, 








Agents Producing | 


Lyons, Lyons, Batchelor & Car- 
gill, combining a group of theatrical 
talent agents, has decided to go into 
legit prodvction and is negotiating 
for the rights to ‘Not a Saint’ by 
John Montague and Bruz Fletcher. 
If they get the play they'll use 


| 


before, although in several legit 
musicals. 


SUN HEATS CAL., 
DROPS GROSSES 


Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 


Extreme summer heat hit all the- 
atres this week with legits taking 
a licking along with the picture 
houses. Three attractions in town 
got nut money and no more. Brad- 
ford Mills’ production of ‘Louder 
Please’ at the Belasco with Ken 
Murray starred, got away to a good 
start Monday night, but dipped im- 
mediately with the $1.50 attracting 
slightly under $4,000 on the week. 
Piece produced previously at the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse. 

‘Romance Collect,’ co-operative 
venture at the Music Box, on its 
second week did $2,000 on two-bit 
passes, which is about nut money. 
‘Whipering Gallery,’ also co-op at 
the Hollywood Playhouse, on its 
fifth week got a similar amount 
which is a slight profit on the week. 

‘Whispering Gallery’ closes at the 
Playhouse Oct. 16 and will be fol- 
lowed by Leslie Howard's ‘Eliza- 
beth Sleeps Out’ on Oct. 20. George 
K. Arthur will appear in this one, 
making his first appearance in an 
International Group production, al- 
though he has been presenting all 
the shows. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


John Buckler, Phillip Tongs, Al- 
fred Kappeler, ‘Eight Bells.’ 

Helen Salinger, Bertram Thorne, 
‘Curtain Rises.’ 

Zdith Barrett, Paul Guilfoyle, 
Eleanor Phelps, Ralph Theodore, 
Harlan Briggs, Eva Condon, Ann 
Dere, Harry Gresham, Anthony 
Highes, Joaquin Souther, ‘Give Us 
This Day.’ 

Florence Reed, ‘Thoroughbred.’ 
Miriam Battista, ‘Undesirable 
Lady.’ 

Lillian Bond, Ruth Shepley, Brian 
Donlevy, Paul McGrath, John El- 
dridge, Katherine Stewart, ‘Three 
and One’ (Complete cast). 
William Harrigan, Aristides Leoni, 
Romaine Callendar, Fleming Ward, 
Roy Roberts, Howard St. John, 
Dwight Frye, Clair Cariton, Roberta 
Beatty, Robt. Lynn, Warren Parker, 
Elwood Thomas, ‘Inspector Charlie 
Chan’ (complete cast). 

Elaine Cordner, Reed Brown, Jr., 
Philip Truex, Alan Goode, Hans 
Sunquist, Eric Kalkhurst, Jos. King, 
Millard Mitchell, Harry Cook, Clin- 
ton Sunderburg, Chas. Gerard, Meil 
McFee, Chas. Scott, “The World 
Waits’ (complete cast). 

Millicent Hanley, GC. Albert Smith, 
Helen Salinger, Bertram Thorne, 
‘The Curtain Rises.’ 

Ross Alexander, Lora Baxter, 
Leona Maricle, Boyd Irwin, Harry 
Shannon, Clara Palmer, Myron T. 
McCormick, ‘Under Glass.’ 

Stuart Casey, Joan Carr, Lewis 
Martin, ‘School for Husbands.’ 

Jos. Rennie, Helen Walpole, Daisy 
Belmore, Paul Dare, Jos. Stewart, 
Thos. Fisher, Richard Hale, Esther 
Dale, ‘Spring in Autumn, 

Stanley Harrison, Geo. Macready, 
John Cherry, Parker Stewart, Robt. 
Renhart, ‘School for Husbands,’ 

Fannie Brice, Willie and Eugene 
Howard, Everett Marshall, Jane 
Froman, Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, 
Patricia 30wman, Oliver Wake- 
field, Vivian Janis, Betzi Beaton, 
Eunice Quidens, Roche Twins, 
Jack Pepper, Tommy Mack, ‘Fol- 
lies’ (complete cast). 

Helen Hayes, Philip Merivale, 
Ernest Cossart, Phillip Leigh, 
Stanley Ridges, Chas. Dalton, Geo. 
Coulouris, A...K. Cooper, Cynthia 
Rogers, Lionel Bevans, Leonard 
Wiley, Geo. Tawde, Cecil Holm, 
Helen Deutsch, ‘Mary of Scotland’ 
(complete cast). 














Paris, Oct. 1. 


dall, appearing at the Rex with the 
‘Midnight Follies’ on a four-a-day 
basis, are pulling out for London to 
put on the dances for ‘Gay Divorce.’ 
Meanwhile Miss Newberry is dick- 
ering with UFA, who offered her a 





jscreen role, 








Frances Williams for the lead, they | 
jsay. She never tried dramatic work 


3arbara Newberry and Carl Ran- } 


Cheer’ $27,000, Sailor’ $15,300; Cohan 
Show $14,000; Spurt No Flash in Pan 


As yet Broadway's list of exhibits 
a limited number of new produc- 
tions, but the business pace is ex- 
cellent and the dailies are hailing 
a swing back to the _ theatres. 
Ticket men, despite the turmoil over 
the new agency rules, state there is 
a better tone, a changed and en- 
couraging attitude by theatregoers. 

The rush of business that accom- 
; cated ‘As Thousands Cheer’ is a 
| breaking succession of fresh suc- 
| cesses was no fluke, as proven by 
the grosses of last week. As indi- 
cated ‘A Thousands Cheer’ is a 
revue smash at the Music Box with 
the first full week going close to 
$27,000, which includes standing 
room. ‘Hold Your Horses’ is the 
other new hit musical and leads the 
list. It drew $33,500 for the second 
week at the Winter Garden. 

Among the new non-musical suc- 
cess ‘Sailor Beware’ stands out like 
a smash, Gross first full week was 
$15,300, which includes standee 
money too. The click dramas are 
well up in the running, ‘Men in 
White’ topped $14,500 for the first 
full week at the Broadhurst, and 
‘Double Door’ about $13,500 at the 
Ritz. That’s heavy coin at the 
scales. 

Another sure hit came in last 
week in ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ which 
grossed nearly $14,000 at the Guild. 
The O'Neill comedy with George M. 
Cohan was hailed and standee trade 
was the rule throughout the week. 
Success of ‘Wilderness’ pushes the 
click percentage up further, there 
now being six money shows in eight 
arrivals. 

Next week’s incoming card: ‘Vir- 
tue on Horseback,’ Playhouse; ‘Let 
"Em Eat Cake,’ Imperial; ‘Green 
Bay Tree,’ Booth; ‘The School for 
Husbands,’ Empire; ‘10 Minute 
Alibi,’ Barrymore (probable); 
‘Keeper of the Keys’ (‘Inspector 
Charlie Chan’), Fulton, and ‘The 
Curtain Rises,’ house unannounced. 

‘Kultur’ stopped suddenly at the 
Mansfield. ‘Heat Lightning’ holds 
over at the Booth but will close or 
move Saturday. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Ah, Wilderness,’ Guild (2d week) 
(CD-914-$3.30). Another hit; only 
premiere last week hailed and went 
to standee attendance; first week 
nearly $14,000; without subscription 
tickets would have been $18,000. 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Music Box 
(2d week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Revue 
smash over capacity with standing 
room at $2.20 per copy; takings 
nearly $27,000; leads musical de- 
mand and should span season, 

‘Amourette,’ Henry Miller (3d 
week) (C-946-$3.30). Was in doubt 
of staying this week; just for the 
film rights; business $2,500 maybe; 
attraction guaranteeing theatre. 

‘Double Door,’ Ritz (4th week) 
(D-945-$2.75). Third week devel- 
oped increasing strength with the 
takings approximating $13,500; much 
under full capacity at scale, 

‘Heat Lightning,’ Booth (5th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Picture rights 
sold but engagement holding over; 
even break at about $5,000; moves 
or closes Saturday. 

‘Her Man of Wax,’ Shubert (1st 
week) (CD-1,395-$2.75). Presented 
by the Shuberts; adapted from 
German by Julian Thompson; first 
known as ‘Napoleon Intervenes’; 
opens Wednesday (11), 

‘Hold Your Horses,’ Winter Gar- 
den (3d week) (M-1,498-$3.85). 
Leads Broadway; second week vir- 
tually as good as first which had 
high scaled premiere; gross went 
to $33,500. 

‘Kultur,’ Mansfield. Taken off 
last Wednesday (4); played 10 per- 
formances. 

‘Men in White,’ Broadhurst (3d 
week) (CD-1,118-$2.75). Looks set 
for run; first full week’s gross was 
better than $14,500; that’s close to 
capacity at scale, 

‘Murder at the Vanities,’ New 
Amsterdam (5th week) (E-1,717- 
$3.30). Somewhat better last week; 
world’s series crowds helped first 
three days; approximately $20,000 
and could do better. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St. 
(35th week) (C-969-$3.30). Stronger 
trade here too for holdover espe- 
cially first half and big Saturday; 
$8,000 and plenty okay. 
| ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Avon (1st 
|; week) (C-830-$3.30). Presented by 
|'Rowland Stebbins (Laurence Riv- 
| ers); written by ‘Alan Child and 
Isabelle Loudon’; opened Monday. 
| Sailor Beware,’ Lyceum 3rd 
| week) (C-957-$3.30). Season's first 
|}comedy smash; first full week 
| grossed $15,300; that means standees 
/in most performances. 

‘Undesirable Lady,’ National (1st 
| week) (CD-1,164-$3.30). Presented 
| by Leon Gordon; written by same; 
| Nancy Carroll starred; opened re- 
| decorated house Monday. 

| “Chicago Opera Company, Hippo- 
|dremeb; 5th week at pop. scale, 
| ‘Fledermaus,’ Morosco; opens Sat- 
Surday (14). 
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Mencken Quits 


Henry L. Mencken quits’ the 
‘Am. Merk,’ which was founded to 
be the megaphone for himself and 
George Jean Nathan. Mencken 
wanted to quit some time ago, but 
stayed with the publication to tide it 
over the doldrums of depression. 
Now that things are picking up he is 
going on the loose. His valedictory 
is that he's been ed. long 
and that any magazine should ac- 
quire a new chaffeur about every 
decade. 

Wants to have time to work on 
his boeks, which Knopf will publish, 


as usual. No oreak ‘there. 
Henry Hazlitt comes over from 
the ‘Nation’ to replace. 





Gene Gauntier’s Madam 

Gene Gauntier, veteran scenarist 
of the Kalem company, and with a 
volume of reminiscences and a novel 
of the stage to her credit, takes a 
bow with ‘Sporting Lady,’ in which 
she follows in the footsteps of Beth 
Brown's ‘For Men Only’ without 
treading on that author's trim heels. 

Both books deal with owners. of 
bawdy houses, but where the Brown 
volume was opulently rich with the 
atmosphere of the New Orleans 
dives, Miss Gauntier has made her 
volume a biographical, rather than 
a descriptive, book and tells in fluent 
narrative of the life of Cora Sim- 
mons, Kansas farm girl, who falls in 
love with a member of the James 
Boys’ gang. He is killed in a raid 
before they can go through a mar- 
riage ceremony and with her father- 
less child, the pleasure house seems 
to be the only haven. She prospers 
but in the end the twilight falls and 
Cora shuffles off via the poison 
route; the only point in the story 
where Miss Gauntier goes common- 
place. Cora is neither glorified nor 
condoned. It’s the unvarnished re- 
cital of what might have been re- 
garded as autobiography by review- 
ers who do not know Miss Gaunt- 
ier’s career for the past 30 years. 
She works from acquired facts but 
gives them the photographic verity 
which comes from her val!luable 
training as the writer of two pic- 
ture scripts a week in the old one- 
reel days. 

Nothing hectic nor erotic, but a 
well told story thoroughly worth- 
while. Published by Alfred King. 





Cash for Letters 

The Nettie Fowler McCormick 
Biographical Association of Chi- 
cago is inserting boxed-ads_ in 
newspapers throughout the country 
requesting persons who have letters, 
etc., written by the wife of the farm 
implement king to send them to the 
association. Mrs. McCormick’s fam- 
ily will be glad to make ‘appropri- 
ate payment’ for such papers, the 
ads. state. The association, head- 
quartered at 664 North Michigan 
avenue, is gathering material for a 
biography of Mrs. Cyrus Hall Mc- 
Cormick, 





Busy Visitor 

Dr. Michael Foldi, editor-in-chief 
of ‘Atheneum Press’ in Budapest, 
is in the United States on vacation 
and biz. In the Hungarian capital 
Dr. Foldi edits three dailies, four 
magazines, and puts out about 60 
books yearly. In New York he’d 
like to pick up some features. 

One of the first things Dr. Foldi 
ordered bought after his arrival 
here was the Hungarian rights on 
‘Believe It or Not.’ 


Short on Short Shorts 
Unprecedented demand around 
for short shorts. Very hard to get, 
most writers seemingly not realis- 
ing that it’s a pretty easy way of 
picking up some quick cash. ‘Col- 
liers’ and ‘Liberty’ are among the 
leaders of the mags using short 
shorts and both working as close to 
the line that they don't like it. 
Actually not as easy as it looks 
to turn out the one page yarns. 
Has to be continuity and story con- 
struction with no flimflams or fancy 
business and yet with some color. 
Try it and see how tough it is. 








Old and New 

Eugene Reynal, head of Blue Rib- 
bon Books, one of the biggest of the 
reprint book houses, who recently 
acquired sole control of the concern 
from the group of publishers who 
established it, is entering the field 
of new book publication apart from 
his other activity. With Curtice 
Hitchcock he has formed Reynal & 
Hitchcock, Inc., a general publish- 
ing house, which will issue a full 
line of fiction and non-fiction books. 
Hitchcock will serve as the edi- 
torial head of Reynal & Hitchcock, 
Inc., and now drawing up a list for 
the new concern. First book under 
the imprint will be out around the 

first of the new year. 
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Relativity 

Sanford Greenburgher, New 
York literary agent of Jacob 
Wasserman, received a letter 
from the German exile last 
week saying ‘a fragment’ of 

| Wasserman’s new novel was 
coming by separate mail for 


consideration of publishers 
here. 

Fragment was 458 typewrit- 
ten pages. 











Stranger, They Took Him In 
John Dos Passos has gone home 


but the story lives after him in 
Madrid. The author was bedfast 
with an attack of rheumatic fever 


when a stranger came tc his hotel 
and introduced himself as a doctor. 
He heard that Dos Passos wanted 
to sell the second-hand car with 
which he had been touring Spain, 
and offered to buy it. But first, 
since the writer was ill, wouldn't 
h2 take some pills ne had which 
might cure that fever? Dos ac- 
cepted but didn’t try them. 

Then Dr. X suggested he be al- 
lowed to try out the car for a half 
hour or so, and the owner consented. 
Dos Passos failed to hear further 
from his prospect and went to sleep 
without a word about the where- 
abouts of his machine, which he 
hoped to sell for 1,500 pesetas. The 
next day the district police re- 
ceived a letter telling them where 
they could find the automobile. The 
letter failed to reveal that the four 
tires had been stolen. 





More Guilds 


Twin Cities scribblers have or- 
ganized the Newspaper Guild of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis. Group met 
for the first time Sunday (1) and 
elected officers. 


R. S. Gilfillan of Minneapolis: was 


chosen prez; A. J. Crocker (St. 
Paul) and Charles Eberhardt 
(Mpls.), vice-presidents; Gus Wol- 


lan of St. Paul, secretary-treasurer. 
Gov. Floyd B. Olson was elected an 
honorary ‘nember. 


Purpose of the guild is to fix a 
standard for scribes’ salaries—try 
to keep ’em there. Also to dissipate 
any evils affecting local newspaper- 
men as these evils arise. 

Representatives of 21 newsmen 
from Duluth attended the _ initial 
meeting and joined with the Twin 
Citians in their protest. 





Pubs Elect 


New president of the National 
Publishers’ Association, elected at 
the organization’s annual conven- 
tion last week at Shawnee-on- 
Delaware, is William B. Warner. 
He's of ‘McCall’s Magazine.’ 

Other officers elected were A. D. 
Mayo, of the Crowell Publishing Co., 
first vice-president; P. §S. Collins, 
Curtis Publishing Co., second vice- 
president; F. L. Wurzburg, Conde 
Nast Publications, secretary, and 
Roger W. Allen, Hat Trade Pub- 
lishing Co., treasurer. Continuing 
as executive secretary is George C. 
Lucas. 





Second Section 

Section two of ‘1933, a Year 
Magazine,’ will be out Dec. 1. Bob 
Brown, Sam Putnam and Norman 
McLeod are among better known 
names in the issue, with J. Louis 
Stoll, editor, pointing out that he’s 
using more new names than in the 
first issue. He also says he’s ‘con- 
fident that Section Two is going to 
be one of the finest issues a little 
magazine has ever offered.’ 

Mag has also added a book re- 
view section, with reviews of ‘im- 





portant books by important peo- 
ple.’ 
Back Home 
H. R. Knickerbocker, ‘Evening 
Post’ foreign correspondent, is back 


in New York after European trav- 
els and writings. His Nazi arti- 
cles especially caused considerable 
comment during the past months. 

Knickerbocker is the latest name 
newspaper man to be given an offer 
by Hearst, who seems definitely set 
on grabbing up everybody available. 
H. R. hasn't said yes, no, or maybe 
yet. 





East to Top Off 


Achmed Abdullah, now on the 
coast writing for Warner Brothers, 
returns to New York in three weeks 
to complete his novel, ‘Her Royal 
Highness,’ which Farrar & Rinehart 
has purchased. Same house will 
issue his ‘Cat of Nine Lives,’ me- 
moirs, in November. Latter, as well 
as the former, will also run serially 





in ‘Cosmopolitan.’ 


Far From Adverse 

One of the most remarkable cases 
of book-pushing is Farrar & Rine- 
hart’s handling of ‘Anthony Ad- 
verse. By a comparatively unknown 
author and priced at $3.50 book 
didn’t seem to have too much sale 
j}chance, But it got very fine book 
| reviews, and the publishers began 
| 





working hard on spreading the re- 
views around and making them use- 
ful towards sales. Book is an as- 
tonishingly successful best seller 
now. Astonishing for these days, 
that is. 

Tome has averaged about 7,000 
copies a week for the past six 
weeks, and reached its highest peak 
Wednesday (4) when 8,900 copies 
were sold. Boo': has ~,224 pages of 
pretty small print, which does away 
completely with theories about big 
books bein, hard to sell, as well as 
almost all other theories about any- 
thing as regards books. 





Men’s Quarterly 


David A. Smart and W. H. Wein- 
traub break into the class mag field 
with a 50c high-grade quarterly 
that’s aimed strictly at the male 
trade. With plenty of money behind 
them the mag’s first issue, due next 
week, comes with every topnotch 
male writing name in the country, 
running from Ernest Hemingway, 
George Ade and John Dos Passos to 
Bobby Jones and Gene Tunney. 

Edited by Arnold Gingrish out of 
Chicago. Mag reminds of ‘Vanity 
Fair, though for stag’ readers. 
Planning to become a monthly. 


Authors Agent Now 

Literary department of the Wil- 
liam Morris agency, which under 
James J. Geller has confined itself 
to the play and picture field, is ex- 
panding to include also a mag and 
book service. New department is 
under the direction of Mrs. Sewell 
Haggard, who will serve as Geller’s 
associate. Mrs. Haggard is a for- 
mer associate editor of ‘Delineator,’ 
and widow of the one-time ‘Cosmop’ 
editor. With the addition of Mrs. 
Haggard, the Morris literary de- 
partment will now give scribblers 
complete representation. 


Ever Hopeful 

Ranks of the pamphlet publishers, 
rapidly expanding in the past year, 
is further increased by a new pub- 
lishing house, Washington Press. 
Organization is headed by Louis 
Raph, who plans to get out a num- 
ber of pocket-sized books to sell 
for 25 cents or less. 

Washington Press starts off with 
two works, both from the foreign, 
which go on the presses shortly in 
English translations. Raph now 
looking for non-fiction pieces of 
around 15,000 words by American 
scribblers and will take everything 
that looks good. 


Belated News 

An upstate (N. Y.) Gannett daily 
which prides itself on an up-to-the- 
minute news policy, carried in the 
news section on October 5 an AP 
story from Pittsburgh telling of the 
premiere at the Nixon theatre in 
that city ‘last night’ of Eugene 
O’Neil’s ‘Ah, Wilderness.’ Show 
opened in New York on Oct. 2. 





London’s Newspaper War 

England’s newspaper circulation 
battle, which quieted down, flared 
up again about a month ago and is 
in top flight. The several dailies 
gave away prizes of great value and 
in wide variety—anything from a 
college course to motor cars and 
outfitted cottages. As a result of 
the campaign the London ‘Express’ 
reached a circulation peak of 2,225,- 
000 copies, largest distribution of 
any newspaper in the annals of 
journalism. 

‘Express’ is reported having or- 
dered 50,000 copies of ‘The First 
World War,’ Laurence Stallings’ 
picture story of the calamity. Books 
will probably be given away in the 
present phase of the circulation 
struggle. 





Another Looming 

Regarding the recent item in this 
department relative to the daily 
paper situation in New Brunswick, 
Ralph G. Day, one of the publishers 
of the Weekly Maritime Tribune, 
announces he also is planning a new 
daily, providing he can surmount 
the obstacles thrown in his way. 


———__. 


Betier Than Cuba 

Nicholas Roosevelt, who used to 
be quite somebody in the U. S. 
diplomatic service, has become a 
newspaperman for better or worse. 
He’s with the ‘Herald Tribune’ as 
editorial writer. 

Mr. Roosevelt was U. S. minister 


————— 





Best Sellers for the week en 


‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) 
‘Crime of Cuba’ ($3.00) ......cce- 
‘Marie Antoinette’ ($3.50) 


‘Arches of the Years’ ($2.75) ... 





Best Sellers 


American News Co., Inc. 

Fiction 
"Raton BAVErOe Cee). 0 0060464600563 00 64008886 By Hervey Allen 
‘a Mesond Gertnel (665.50): 6s icns ss 60000 cetecetdsabane By Janet Beith 
‘Master of Jalna’ ($2.50) ...... ya beeeetasciane By Mazo de la Roche 
‘The Farm’ ($2.60) .cccecsere abe dnben tes enesoones By Louis Bromfield 
‘Vanemen’ (8550)> iiss <ctdkso soe thesandneeae eens By Hugh Walpole 
"Peo Misce Bae” CESS er 6s ees vatedetocsvess By Warwick Deeping 

Non-Fiction 
Tite Bases wt. Forty’ COLA) si o%00 4008 6 evan By Walter B. Pitkin 


.-By Arthur Kallett & F. J. Schlink 


‘Twenty Years a-Growing’ ($2.50) 


ding Oct. 6, as reported by the 


ey Orr ree By Carlton Beals 
TerieirtrTrer se By Stefan Zweig 
Csewee noone By Maurice O'Sullivan 
ae eand oat By Halliday Sutherland 








Scribes’ League Session 

New York League for News- 
papermen met Sunday night (8) 
again and discussed a constitution, 
getting it pretty well framed. Gen- 
eral meet has been called _ for 
Wednesday (18) at which the docu- 
ment will be ratified or revised as 
a step toward the functions of the 
body. 

Election of officers has been de- 
ferred until after ratification of the 
constitution, with that to come on 
Wednesday also, if the earlier dis- 
cussion doesn’t take up too much 
time, otherwise at a subsequent 
meeting. 


Kickback 

Because the California Newspa- 
per Publishers’ association recent- 
ly studied the question of free 
publicity from the motion picture 
studios and campaigned to have 
all such copy cleared through a 
central body, the film p. a.’s have 
decided not to co-operate with the 
press body on a convention annual. 
CNPA had hoped to partially 
finance its convention at Santa 
Barbara, Calif, in January through 
the annual and oodles of ads from 
the studios. 





Another Shovel 


Those three lads who recently 
formed the Bow-Man Publishing Co. 
have added another mag to their 
chain, making them perhaps the 
foremost of the sexy mag publish- 
ers. Their latest is called ‘French 
Night Life Stories,’ and follows the 
usual pattern, The Bow-Man trio 
are S. Boehm, J. Mann and B. 
Blackstone. 


Going Hi Hat 
‘Scandals,’ the tab weekly news- 
paper, will become a mag with the 
next issue and turn ‘smart’ if pos- 
sible. Idea is to work into a ‘New 
Yorker’ policy, though not all at 
once. Joe Harvey, the publisher, 
had plenty of mag publishing ex- 
perience when with Munsey. 


Chatter 
Harold DeWolf Fuller is doing 
two-column feature for the ‘Liter- 
ary Digest’ under the title, ‘About 
Books and Their Authors’, 

Whit Burnett hosting at tea for 
xeorge Milburn, Thursday (12). 

H. Hamlin, former ‘New York 
Herald’ correspondent in Berlin, 
back in New York. 

New York book publishers went 
political last week long enough to 
pour some tea for La Guardia, 

Little, Brown says it wants to 
spread out with ‘new, young 
writers.’ 

Whether or not karrar & Rine- 
hart know the identity of their mys- 
tery story scribbler, Q. Patrick, it’s 
the writing name for the team of 
Martha Mott Kelley and Richard 
Wilson Webb. 


John Held, Jr., starting off the 
Dutton series of literary talks. 


Cosmo Hamilton to London, leav- 
ing behind a new novel for winter 
publication, 

The screenized ‘F.P.1’ around be- 
fore the book, and getting better no- 
tices, too. 

Francine Findley’s ‘Treeless Eden’ 
hailed as another ‘Anthony Adverse.’ 
In size, that is. 


Gotham House in 
and off Fifth avenue. 


Alfred Dashiell, the ‘Seribner’s 
Magazine’ editor, will do a volume 
for Long & Smith called ‘How to 
Write Short Stories.’ 

C. Hartley Grattan doing a biog of 
Woodrow Wilson. 
J. A. Callahan, 
ciated with 


new quarters, 


forr erly 
newspapers in Grand 
Forks (N. D.), Minneapolis, San 
Francisca, Seattle and St. Louis, 
has bought a controlling interest in 
the Mankato (Minn.) ‘Free Press,’ 


asso- 








in Cuba for a while. 


daily reg. 


Big Top Tours 





(Continued from page 1) 
the highest gross. No more will it 
be one man sitting on the throne 
and telling shows where they can't 
play. 

Under the new Gumpertz plan 
general agents will get together and 
discuss territory. If the Al G, 
Barnes general agent can show why 
he ought to play Chicago ahead of 
the Ringling show, and can con- 
vince Gumpertz he’s right it’s going 
to be okay by Gumpertz. That show 
will play Chicago. No more telling 
him, as was the case this year, 
that they can’t cross the Mississippi. 
That kind of routing is out. In- 
cidentally, the Barnes outfit for 
1933 rolled up a net profit. Yet dur- 
ing its season it was forced into 
many small spots, generally ad- 
mitted unprofitable. 


Another change which has the old 
sawdust rings buzzing is the new 


and shining personnel slated to 
head outfits this spring. Chief 
among the most talked-about 


changes is Clint Finney to be gen- 
eral agent of the Barnes show. At 
present Finney is manager of Rip- 
ley’s ‘Believe-It-Or-Not’ concession 
at the World’s Fair. An old-timer 
and once piloted the 101-Ranch into 
New York and the east for one of 
its greatest seasons. 


Personnel Changes 


Finney, if all present plans stick, 
will replace Ben Austin. Another 
old-timer, J. D. Newman, when he 
heard of the changes underway left 
California for the east. Jake’s been 
away from the white tops for some 
years and it’s not likely he’il be able 
to convince Gumpertz he should be 
back. 

Gumpertz also has scouts abroad, 
especially in the tropical countries 
digging out new ideas for programs 
and freaks. Also planned to bring 
over many European acts for next 
season. 

Originally planed to close the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace shows early. 
Now the show won’t close until 
Nov. 11. Town will be Wichita 
Falls, although that’s not set. How- 
ever, show will do a strip of Texas 
for the next 30 days, thereby prov- 
ing to Gumpertz that show can get 
money even after the persimmons 
are ripe. Ringling-B-B show calls 
it a season at Memphis on Oct. 28 
and will run from there to Sarasota 
winter quarters. This adds a few 
weeks to the big show season, which 
if it hadn't been for Gumpertz would 
have been over now. 

House Cleaning 

All things Gumpertz plans for 
next season are not yet out of the 
bag. When they come it will bring 
surprises and plenty of ’em. Mean- 
time it appears that the old-timers 
who won their spurs on ability and 
knowledge of trouping are going 
back to their jobs. Desk boys and 
pensioners are on their way out. 
Looks like even John Ringling can’t 
save some of them, Next season 
will see the old billing wars. Sort 
of battles Sells-Floto and Ringling 
used to stage in 'Frisco and which 
for weeks carried the front pages. 

Short season is a comparatively 
recent development. Shows used to 
keep out until well into November. 
‘Clipper’ route list for 50 years ago 
(1883) gives seven tent shows still 
out, including Sells. Only Barnum 
& Bailey and Forepaugh were in 
winter quarters. Most of them were 
pretty far south, but they were out. 
Sells closed in Kentucky Dec. 1, and 
Cole’s circus did not close until 
Dec. 26. 





‘Liberty’s’ All-American 
‘Liberty’ will print an All-Player, 
All-American football team this 
year, and has just solicited coaches 
and letter men at recognized col- 
leges to contribute nominations. 
Details of the selections are being 

handled by Norman L. Sper. 
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PREACHERS TURN TO MAGI 





200,000 Legion Men Give Air 
| Show Biz 200,000 Headaches 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 
Little known statistics of the 
American Legion parade here last 


week: 
All business offices of theatres, 


agencies and stations closed at 1 
p. m. Nobody could get back from 
lunch. Twenty-nine stenographers 
still lost. 

Agency and station men in the 
‘Tribune’ tower marooned for 28 
hours, during the duration of the 
parade. WGN staff lunched and 
supped on candy from the base- 
ment store as there’s no restaurant 
in the building. 

Approximately 86 persons injured 
by trying to stand on collapsible 
baskets and egg crates to see the 
parade, after having paid from 35c. 
to $1 for said crates, 

196 women got the Legion treat- 
ment and liked it. New treatment 
in the hands of three legionnaires 
with a storage battery and electrical 
soldering iron. One guy on the bat- 
strapped around the 
waist, one guy handling the elec- 
trical contact while the third doc- 
tor saw to it that clothes didn’t in- 
terfere with the electrical treat- 
ment. 

6,897 paper bags filled with water 
made rain for passers-by outside 
the Morrison and Sherman hotels. 

2,300 patrons at the Palace the- 
atre had to use the rear-door exit 
because Legionnaires in the Bis- 
marck hotel in the same building 
were playing a fire hose on the en- 
trance to the theatre. 

14 Balaban & Katz execs decided 
not to put up the Mae West ‘I’m 
No Angel’ front on the Oriental 
building until the Legion got out of 
town. Just used some one-sheets 
and 8x10 photos and let the muggs 
steal ’em if they want ’em. 

Four loop picture houses rushed 
in with war newsreel flickers to 
catch the Legion coin, but the boys 
from over there paid their coin for 
Sally Rand. 

850 street cars held up by Legion- 
naires and not permitted to proceed 
until the motorman had forked over 
seven cents, this city’s street-car 
fare. 

Scripts of all legit shows rewrit- 
ten to include off-stage bombing 
and gunfire, with the show being 
done in pantomime, since it was im- 
possible to be heard above the war 
din outside. 

8,465 hotel pillows sliced open to 
pour the feathers out of the win- 
dows. 





MARRIAGES 


Kate Curling, member of Abbey 
Theatre Company in Dublin, sailed 
from England on Laconia to marry 
James J. Wall in Philadelphia, Oct. 
14. They met while she was touring 
America with the company early 
this year. 

Dorothy Bial, lawyer with Warner 
Brothers, married Sept. 21 to Har- 
old CGreenstein, assistant attorney 
general New York State, aboard 
U. S. liner President Harding when 
boat sailed from Southampton, Cere- 
mony performed by Captain Cum- 
mings. 

Dorothy Stanfield-Lyle, dancer 
and actress, to Hugh J. Claudin, in 
Los Angeles, Sept. 30. 

Jane Cobb to Bruce Niles, Oct. 2, 
Los Angeles. Bride is daughter of 
James Cobb, Fox sales representa- 
tive in Boston. 

Marriage June 10, but just an- 
nounced in the home town, was that 
of Carolyn Kay Shafer of Los An- 
geles (formerly of Evansville, Ind.) 
to Frank Edwin Churchill of Los 
Angeles. Mrs. Churchill is a secre- 
tary of the Walt Disney studio and 
Ckurchill writes the scores for the 
Mickey Mouse and Silly Sympho- 
nies series. 

Jean Elizabeth Markey to John 
Ormar Judge, Yuma, Ariz., Oct. 3. 
Groom is an assistant director at 
Paramount and a brother of Arline 
Judge. Bride is daughter of Deputy 
Sheriff and Mrs. J. S. Markey, Bev- 
erly Hills, Calif. 

With her divorce two weeks old 
Mary E. Duprey, giving her age as 


+ 





Did You Know That— 





The Al Jolsons are redec- 
orating their Scarsdale house 
and will occupy it during their 
New York visits....Cammie 
Cameron (Four Camerons), 
wife of a Chicago doctor, has 
gone in for laboratory research 
in a big way....Mrs. Jack 
Benny and Mrs. Jack Pearl had 
a grand shopping spree the other 
day. ..The sister of a well known 
ingenue will soon remarry 
her first husband....Ralph 
Blum’s life is one trip after an- 
other to Washington these 
days ....According to the 
science of numerology, Gertie 
Vanderbilt may become Ruth 
Emerson and Virginia Smith 
should really be called Diane 
Hungerford....Joan Crawford 
was the first lady of the 
screen to indorse Charbert per- 
fume....Eddie Sulivan gets up 
at 4 a. m. to go fishing.... 
They say Phylis Haver and 
Billy Seemon’s new white and 
blue pent house is a peach... 
The local lights are all atwitter 
buying frocks for the opening 
of the Mayfair....Charlie Mor- 
rison entertained his smal 
daughter at Dinty Moore’s for 
lunch the other day....Bobbie 
Harris stamped her foot when 
a saleslady informed her that 
one of the new monkey hats 
would just suit her....A cur- 
rent musical may acquire 2 
new leading lady, if one is to 
be found. 











Stiffer Nite Club Tax 
Lessens Mpls. Opposish 


Minneapolis, Oct. 9. 


Film circles here anticipate less 
nite club and beer garden opposition 
for show houses as a result of a 
new $200 additional license for such 
establishments furnishing’ enter- 
tainment as well as beer and food. 
Hundreds of these places have 
sprung up in the past six months 
and have diverted much trade from 
the theatres. 

License fee up to this time has 
been $50. 





MURPH’S MADHOUSE 


Bob Murphy is working on a 
nitery idea to be labeled Murphy’s 
Madhouse. The vaudevillian is not 
new to the cafe biz, having had 
Murphy’s Cellar on Broadway some 
years back, and also a roadhouse 
in Culver City, Calif. 

Jimmie Gillespie may be in on it 
with Murph. 





30, was married Monday morning 
(2) in Lincoln, Neb., to Fletcher E. 
Jones, listed as an interior decora- 
tor from New York and 26. Miss 
Duprey was formerly married to her 
partner in the act, Eddie Medley, 
and she’s still working with him. 
Theatre pub man tried to get them 
to get married on the stage, but 
they beat him to it in county court. 

Duane Gaither to Sayra Fitzger- 
ald at Omaha, Sept. 30. Two long 
known on air as Duane and Sally, 
KOIL. Both also worked in busi- 
ness office at KOIL. 

Alicia Richey to Frank Dine, as- 
sistant director at Paramount, 
Yuma, Ariz., Oct. 4. 

Intention to wed has been filed 
in Los Angeles by Alberta Wil- 
liamson and Philip Chandler. Lat- 
ter is a son of Harry Chandler, 
publisher of the L. A. ‘Times.’ 

Marcelle Miller, showgirl, to John 
H. Sweeney, New York, Oct. 6. 

Marcelle Edwards, showgirl, to 
Thos. F. Manville, Jr., Greenwich, 
Conn., Oct. 8. 

Shirley Phillis Abbott to Donald 
Stoddard McKay in Hollywood 
Oct. 7%. Bride is non-professional. 
Groom is a United Artists sound 
engineer and the son of Neil Mc- 
Kay, general manager of the Mary 
Pickford company. 
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AMATEURS BEGIN 
WHEN PROG DROP 


Paraphernalia Builders 
Turning to Amateurs for 
Sale of Magic Equipment 
—Two Continue on Road 








TOO MODERN 





Hollywood, Oct. 9. 

With the drop in popularity of 
magicians during the past decade, 
builders of magical apparatus are 
now looking to commercial and ama- 
teur fields as outlets for their prod- 
uct. Best buyers of magii para- 
phernalia are ministers and doc- 
tors. Former find that it interests 
Sunday school kids, keeps them from 
scribbling in the hymn books; lat- 
ter, because of their experimental 
minds, look on magic from a sci- 
entific standpoint. 


Many things have contributed to 
the downfall of the professional 
magician. Mainly the construction 
of theatres where reinforced con- 
crete is used kept the disappearing 
lads from building traps and other 
equipment used in their business. 
Unable to tear theatres apart, the 
magicians found it impossible to 
stage large production illusions. 
Smaller hand magic didn’t impress 
their audiences so their profession 
started to slip. 

Of the big magic shows which 
flourished in this country 20 years 
ago, Thurston and Blackstone are 
the only two continually on the 
road. Carter the Great did a floppo 
at the Chicago Fair, and is now in 
San Francisco planning to take a 
show to China and Japan. The 
Great Raymond has been inactive 
for the past two years, but recently 
announced he was building a show 
to take to Australia. 


Century Names 


At the turn of the century, magic 
was one of the popular forms of en- 
tertainment in this country. Every 
section of America had its fav magii. 
In addition to those mentioned, the 
Great Lafayette, Keller, Herman the 
Great, Powell, Fasola, Chefalo, 
Ching Ling Foo and Ching Ling Soo 
were magical names in both the 
cities and hinterlands. 


In connection with the latter pair. 
Foo was a Chinese, Soo a Scotch- 
man named William Robinson, who 
posed as a Chinese for professional 
reasons. Death of Robinson (long 
assistant to Alexander Herrmann), 
on the stage of a London theatre in 
1918 is one of the mysteries of the 
mysterious business. 

Robinson featured an_ illusion 
known as the Phantom Bullet. He 
allowed an assistant to shoot him, 
the bullet supposedly passing 
through his body. Trick is techni- 
cally known as a pass with the as- 
sistant substituting a blank car- 
tridge. Robinson always allowed the 
assistant to load the guns, took 
care of the gimmick on his person 
which showed a ribbon passing 
through his body, supposedly the 
course of the bullet. On the day of 
his death, he visted all his friends 
in London, paid all his debts, said 
goodbye to his close friends. It 
was known that several days previ- 
ously Robinson and his wife had 
had a violent quarrel. That evening 
on the stage of a West End thea- 
tre he prepared the loading of the 
guns himself, contrary to his prac- 
tice. Before the Phantom Bullet 
trick he bid farewell to his audi- 
ence, something he did not do in 
his usual routine. He walked up- 
stage, gave his assistant the signal 
to fire, and fell dead on the stage 
with a bullet through his heart. 
Later when the second gun was 
examined, it contained a real bul- 
let. No satisfactory explanation of 
the tragedy was ever given. 

Cabinet Maker 
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Calif.’s Oke on Nag Betting Hits 
Politics, and Off for One Year 





SPECS STUNG ON POLO 
GROUND BALL DUCATS 


New York’s ticket specs drew 
lean pickings from the world’s se- 
ries ball games and most agencies 
were lucky to break even. Delay 
in delivery was charged against the 
Giants’ business office. Tickets 
bought in blocks of three were not 
delivered until four days prior to 
the first game last Tuesday, in New 
York. Intervening was a Jewish 


holiday and Sunday, affording lim- 
ited chances for distribution. 

One agency received its allot- 
ment of 400 seats on Saturday and 
returned the ducats promptly. That 
broker drew a break because the 
series ended in Washington. Had 
there been a sixth game, which was 
pencilled in for the Polo Grounds, 
the specs would have cleaned up. 
Refunds are being made by the 
Giants on the third ticket of each 
set. 


CHAIN GROCERS 
GRAB SUDS 
PROFITS 








Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 

Stores that mushroomed all over 
the city for the sale of bottled beer 
exclusively following the legaliza- 
tion of brew are now doing a 
quick fade as the result of cut-price 
competition from the chain grocery 
stores. 


Beer currently is a glut on the 
market, a direct contrast to the 
scarcity of good bottled stuff during 
the few months immediately after 
beer’s legalization. For awhile the 
exclusive beer stores did good biz 
and at top prices but now they are 
disappearing as quickly as they 
came into existence with many of 
those still remaining hollering red 
ink. 

The solo-beer spots got it in the 
neck when the chain stores learned 
that they could use the beer at cut 
prices for come-ons. Not tnusual 
now for the chains to sell local stuff 
as low as 5c a bootle plus bottle 
deposit at sales, while imported 
English ale and Japanese beer that 
used to fetch 50 a bottle at the beer 
stores being now sold for three for 
a quarter. 





Co., in Los Angeles, Thayer, a cabi- 
net maker by trade, was employed 
by Keller to build a cabinet when 
the magician was playing here. He 
became interested in magic, started 
to build hand tricks, later getting 
into the illusion building. Some of 
the largest illusions built have been 
conceived by Thayer. His plant has 
magic equipment valued at over 
$300,000. 

Most of the work now done is 
for amateurs who practice the art 
of making things disappear to 
amuse their friends or kids. 

Best known amateur is W. W. 
Durbin of Kantin, O. Durbin has 
three carloads of equipment, travels 
all over his state giving perform- 
ances gratis. He is the president of 
the International Brotherhood of 
Magicians, an organization formed 
to uphold the dignity of the black 
art and fight exposees. 

Magic is an expensive pastime. 


Amateurs usually start with a few 
hand tricks costing around $5. Aft- 
er they are in it for a while, that is 
if they keep it up, they find that 
magie keeps them broke, for by the 





largest magical equipment house | 
in the world is the Floyd Thayer j trading 


time they get into illusions they are 


mportant money 


Hollywood. Oct. 9. 


Though California voters okayed 
race track betting at the last elec- 
tion, internal strife among the nu- 
merous track developments, pro- 
moters and politicians have made 
horse racing almost impossible be- 
fore next fall. Latest trouble is be- 
tween Hal Roach and his much pub- 
licizd Millionaire turf club, and H. 
O. Comstock, who holds the lease 
on the uncompleted Los Angeles 
Jockey Club track at Baldwyn Park, 
formerly the Barnes circus winter 
quarters. 

Pair planned to consolidate their 
interests but Roach, who originally 
planned to have 500 millionaires in 
his club at $5,000 per head, didn’t 
wa: * to commit himself or his group 
until he had at least 200 members, 
Comstock, on the other’ hand, 
couldn’t see a flock of owners, pre- 
ferring a small list. Both claim 
they’ll continue their racing inter- 
ests but on separate plans. 

High Hatting 

Meanwhile California’s high hat 
socialite racing commission won't 
talk to any one, nor will it issue 
any permits for the merry-go- 
rounds. Governor appointed a com- 
mission, headed by Carlton Burke 
and all horsemen but from the social 
polo crowd. Much criticism has 
been directed toward the appoint- 
ments, general belief being that, 
while they are all above reproach, 
they don’t savy the racing racket 
and will be push-overs for the smart 
mob who follow the hay burners, 

About 10 tracks have been pro- 
posed in the state, none getting 
anywhere except the Comstock oval 
which is about half completed. Alex- 
ander Pantages announced the 
building of a track, but it got no 
farther than his proposed new cir- 
cuit of theatres. Norman Church 
and Joe Smoot have also announced 
plans for tracks in Southern Cali- 
fornia. 


'Leggers Say They Can 
Meet Prices of Legal 
Hard Stuff with Taxes 


Park & Tilford, one of New York’s 
best known fancy grocers, inserted 
page ads in the dailies last week, 
scheduling liquor prices in case lots, 
offering delivery when repeal comes, 
Requirement is that each prospec- 
tive customer must deposit $10 with 
each order. The firm’s stock jumped 
more than six points in Wall Street 
the following day. 

For some time it was reported the 
firm had large quantities of pre-war 
liquor stored against a time when 
prohibition would flop. 

It was stated by ‘leggers and 
speak owners that the prices of 
liquor advertised indicated no bar- 
gains were being offered. Prices 
from bootleg sources are about what 
Park & Tilford schedule, less the 
tax. Grocer’s ads tabulate duties 
and taxes, as follows: Scotch, 
brandy and gin, $14.77 a case; Can- 
adian whiskies, $18.50; Bacardi rum, 
$11.88; champagne and sparkling 
wines, $20.50; American whiskies, 
$3.30; still wines, $3.40. 

Those duties and taxes are per 
case and will be added on the an- 
nounced cost prices. Monday the 
ads were repeated at which time 
another department store adver- 
tised brands but not prices. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Mar- 
tin, son, Oct. 2, at the Fitch sana- 
torium, New York. Father is assist- 
ant comptroller for Warner Bros. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvyn Douglas, 
son, Pasadena, Oct. 8 Mother is 
Helen Gahagan. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul] Luther, Omaha, 
daughter, Virginia Lee, August 31, 
Father is announcer at KOIL, 














Mother, Bernadette McDermott, 
non-pro. Third child. 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvyn Douglas, 
son, in Pasadena, Oct. 7. Mother 
|is Helen Gahagan, legit actress, 
‘Father is stage and screen actor, 
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Broadway 


Jack Mehler turning to agenting. 

Ed Relkin handling ‘Yoshe Kalb’ 
again. 

Betty 
‘Mirror.’ 

Minsky’'s current billing is “Thin 
ner at Eight.’ 

Symon Gould off to Hollywood to 
see what's what. 


Morrison cubbing for the 


Paul Althouse sings Oct. 15 with 
the Philharmonic. 

Latest in sandwichmen is 
triloquist with a dummy. 

Annual ball of the Police Honor 
Legion at the Astor, Oct. 21. 

Agnes Ayres scrammed to Chicago 
to join James Hall's vaude unit. 

Ridgewood Grove, Brooklyn box- 
ing arena, may go opera this win- 
ter. 

Dave Turets moved everything, 
including his Saturday nite festivi- 


8 Vene 


ties. 

Jack 
seriously 
L. ;. 

Ellis Ivor Rowlands plenty abed 
with semi-annual attack of trench 
foot. 

Peter's Blue 
New policy and 
sought. 

Holly wood 
back to the coast 
Way o.oo. 

S. L. Rothafel, once a shortstop, 
not missing the Giants-Washington 
series. 

Good Time Charley Levy, the 
ticket broker, ruptured blood vessel 
in left ear. 

Russ Moon playing chef for some 
friends whose weakness is _ fried 
chicken. 

Mrs. William Fields recovering in 
French hospital from appendix op- 
eration. 

Jay Brennan says he's living over 
in Brooklyn between two pieces of 
rye bread. 

Eddie Davis goes into Mori's after 
closing at the Canoe Place Inn, 


(Kramer and Boyle) 


Boyie 
home in Lynbrook, 


ill at 


may reopen. 
name are 


Hour 
new 


Frank, 
Broad - 


agent, George 
after a 


Southampton. 

Jane Cowl’s’ household_ effects 
auctioned off in West 46th street 
store last week. 

Green Chalet, Mt. Kisco, aban- 


doned its intention of staying open 
through autumn, 

Louis Cline and Irving Strouse 
publicizing Thomashefsky’s Interna- 
tional Music Hall. 

Johnny Osborne and Ralph Long 
heading labor committee for Mayor 
O‘Brien’s reelection campaign. 

Gertrude Niesen remains at the 
Vanity Fair; Ben Blue succeeds 
Milton Berle tomorrow (Wed.) 

Ted Lewis was slated for a Vita- 
phone short Oct. 13 but it’s post- 
poned through out-of-town book- 
irgss. 

‘Doubie Door’ Potter will direct 
‘Peace on Earth’ by Maltz and 
Schlar for the new so-called Theatre 
Union. 

46th street auctioneer combining 
Baronesse de Greffenried and Jane 
Cowl in all-star auction of personal 
effects. 


Grad Sears, Warner southern- 
western sules chief, on a swing 
around central and northwestern 


exchanges. 

Carl Abraham is counting up on 
‘Hold Your Horses’ at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y., for Joe Cook, who is 
on percentage. 

Bessie (Capitol theatre) Mack’s 
protegee, Little Marilynn Mack, to 
whom she lends her name, is WMCA 
commercializing. 

Associates of Bob Weitman, man- 
ager of the Paramount, N. Y., toss- 
ing him a testimonial feed at the 
St. Moritz. 

Frances Faye, just closed at the 
Simplon, may be succeeded _ by 
Marion Harris. DeLys and Clark 
remain in the nitery. 

Mike Poller, chief de aide to Jules 
Levy, piloting Harry Cohen, Coast 
district sales manager, around town, 
showing him a few of the sights. 

Eugene Homer (Prince Remoh in 
magical circles), entertaining his 


guests with baffling tricks at his 
home on occasion of his 60th birth- 
day. 

Edgar Allen with Ea Davidow 


office now instead of Harry Bestry 
and booking the Winter Garden 
Sunday concerts commencing the 
15th. 

Charles Lemaire had charge of 
church and reception decorations 
and gowns for the fashionable wed- 
ding of Margaret Perry and Wind- 
sor French, 2nd. 

Ed Sullivan and John Chapman 
the committee in charge of an Em- 
bassy Club fete tonite (Tuesday) 
for Sid Skolsky, departing-for- 
Hollywood co-columnist on_ the 
‘News.’ 

A runner-up in the recent RKO 
beauty contest, Jean Connors has 
been handed a contract for pictures 
by RKO. She leaves for the Coast, 
Oct. 15. ‘Blonde Poison’ probably 
her first. 

Paramount wanted to string a 
long streamer from the Paramount 
diagonally across to the Criterion 
on Sally Rand, current at house, 
but city okay could not be obtained. 
Par went as high as Mayor O’Brien, 
but no dice. 

Jay Faggen p.a.d a_ stunt for 
Yale, Princeton and Harvard 
alumni to start learning the res- 
taurant biz as $15-a-week bus boys 

@t the Paramount grill (that’s 


see ee 


I a pes se ita 





|where Faggen's charge, Phil Spit- 
ilny, opens the 19th) and more 
jthan 500 stermed the Broadway 


hostelry. 

Lily Pons, and Georges Carpentier 
| brought back to New York by the 
Lafayette, Thursday (5). Also Rev. 
Donald tarnhouse, radio broad- 
caster; Emil Lengyel, Hungarian 
author, and Fritz Falkenstein, Ger- 
man screen writer. 

Irene Kuhn, who used to critic for 
the ‘News’ before going films for 
Fox, is back in New York and on 
the ‘World-Telegram.’ Irene Thirer, 
who followed her, but bowed out 
when she became a mother, is 
p.a.'ing the Rialto, on Broadway. 

Harry Marx, former director of 
theatre management for Publix, who 
turned inventor recently with a 
scooter seat contraption for coasting 
on roller skates, has a new one. It’s 
an animated dummy with wiring 
equipment to get over an advertising 
message. 

Big list due today (10) on the Ile 
de France. Includes Maria Jeritza, 
opera’ star; Sigmund Romberg, 
composer; Otto Klemperer, orches- 
tra leader; Constance Carpenter, 
English stage star; Leon Leonidoff, 
Music Ilall stager and Claude Alain, 
head crt Foxs dubbing depatiment. 








Paris 





It's a boy at tne Ludwig Lewisohns 
(Thelma Spear). 
Five Sacha Guitry 
seen here this season, 
Richard and Carry debuting at 
Pathe-Natan circuit salon. 

Neeka Shaw, Cuban dusky, song- 
dancing at Hot-Feet Pigalle night- 
box. 

Lily Damita and dog ornamenting 
Miramar Beach and other Biarritz 
spots. 


plays to be 


Gouget and Roger Vincent en- 
gaged for ‘Trois Balles dans la 
peau.’ 

‘Trenck’ Cosmo-Film_ production 


being distributed in France and its 
colonies by BGK, 

Alice Field who's doing a film at 
Joinville is under contract not to 
talk to newspapermen. 


Leon Chancerel doing a film, ‘La 
Rose des Vents’ in Brittany with 
his company of comedians, 

Max Reinhardt preparing produc- 
tion of Strauss’ ‘Fledermaus’ to open 
at the Pigalle November 12. 
Maurice Champreux shooting a 
film of Arthur Bernede’s ‘Judex,’ 
adapting by Louis Feuillade. 
Howard Hughes entertained by 
Senor Alfred Bustos and Monte 
Carlo girls who head the Rex bill. 
Jack Dean and wife, Fanny Ward, 
rambling around roister-places, he 
scribbling poetry on this and that. 
Georges Saulieu replacing Fabry 
in ‘Le Controleur de Cavaillon.’ 
Fabry taking lead in play to open 
Switzerland, 

Raquel Torres engaged to Paul 
Edward, big business man, who went 
to England to revolutionize soft- 
drink industry. 

Lisan Kay leaving town for Scan- 
dinavia to appeal with Yeichi 
Nimura with Royal Orchestra at 
Stockholm Opera. 
Pierre Audiat and 
enne, French actors, collaborating 
on writing of new comedy to be 
called ‘La Managuya.’ 

Yvonne Printempts has. signed 
contract with London producer 
Cochran for the London play which 
is probably the Coward creation. 

Ciro’s, smart set lunch place, and 
Roseraie, new Du Barry night-spot 
opened September 20 as swank Am- 
bassadeurs hibernates for winter. 

Theatre de la Scala will open with 
operetta, ‘Au Pays des Femmes 
Nues’ by Jean Conti and Fred Rol- 
land. Music by Francesco Gabutti. 
Sigmund Romberg told the Amer- 
ican Club that radio’s dying and 
television’s coming in, which will 
be a break for song-writers, if and 
when. 

Cirque Medrano opened for win- 
ter with Fiers and worlds largest 
accordion. Ernst Schumann's horses 
stunting but he in hospital for op- 
eration. 

Kenneth Britton on his way to 
srittany to finish forthcoming book, 
‘Devil in Brittany’ has been made 
director of the American Drama 
Society. 

Nicolas Farkas, cameraman, lost 
part of his baggage on a French 
train after arriving safely from 
Japan and shooting scenes for ‘La 
Bataille.’ 

Jefferson Davis Cohn threw swank 
party for Marian Nixon along with 
Lady Furness, Count de Lonyay, 
Henri Letelier. Prince Kapurthala, 
Colette D’Arvil, Irvin Marks and 
Mrs. Baron of London. He's now in 
New York. 

Prince Ludovic Pignatelli d’Ara- 
gon complaining in Paris press 
about Mrs. Ruth Waters Pignatelli 
d’Aragon using his name in Holly- 
wood, saying he got the divorce and 
denying her right to even part of 
that name. 


Pierre Var- 








TIMES SQUWARE 








London 





Paul Robeson off to Russia for 
a month, 
Bud Flanagan fixing up Julian 


Rose's latest monolog. 

Hildegarde auditioning for Radio 
and gramophone records. 

Teddy Elbin in big car smash, 
with both legs fractured, 

Ww. W. Kelly, Liverpool theatre 
manager, left around $60,000. 

Jimmy James latest to take out 
a vaudeville unit for General The- 
atres. 


Dave Fitzgibbon ill in Paris, 
which is holding up his English 
dates, 

Estelle Rose, former vaudevil- 
lian, now professional backer of 
horses. 


Embassy theatre producing ‘Son 
of Man,’ last play by Temple 
Thurston, Oct. 4. 

Two London night spots after 
Marion Harris, and competing with 
each other in price. 


Roy Fox turning down eight 
weeks with Gaumont-British ow- 


ing to salary differences, 


silly and Elsa Newell doubling 
in two London night spots—Ciro’'s 
and Trocadero restaurant. 

Carl Randall and Barbara New- 
berry here to help produce ‘Gay 
Divorce,’ for Lee Ephraim. 

Maurice Evans, Drury Lane’s new 
juvenile, had his flat burglarized 
during the matinee, Sept. 27. 

Edwara Laurillara interested in 
Kathleen Gibson, Drury Lane the- 
atre chorine, as picture prospect. 

Jessie Matthews getting release 
from Gaumont-British to do film 
for Paramount around Christmas. 

Anthony Bushell, film actor, won 
Isidore Ostrer’s cup at the Screen 
Golfing Society competition, Sept. 
24. 

George Highland, Williamson- 
Tate producer, over on vacation, 
and looking over current musical 
hits. 

3ritish Broadcasting Corporation 


experimenting with public audi- 
tions, but discovering very little 
talent. 

Van Zoelen, head of Decca 


Gramophone Company in Holland, 
here looking over disc and band 
situation. 

Business took upward trend at 
the Kit-Cat with the return of Roy 
Fox, back after six weeks’ contin- 
ental tour. 

Management associate d with 
‘Clancarty,’ flop just folded at 
Winter Garden theatre, inundated 
with writs. 

Leon Morton, Jr., getting break 
as understudy in Charlot’s revue, 
‘How Do Ye Do,’ with offers for 
films following. 

Felix Ferry negotiating with 
Clifford Whitley to bring over en- 
tire Monte Carlo floor show to the 
Dorchester hotel. 

Rumor of Drury Lane’s ‘Ball at 
the Savoy’ closing very rampant, 
but without foundation. Show is 
holding up nicely. 

Nina Mae McKinney does a col- 
lapsing act in her dressing room 
at the New theatre, Cardiff. This 
time it’s dysentery. 

Seymour Hicks out of the cast 
of ‘It’s You I Want’ through ill- 
ness, returning to start the tour 
of the show, Oct. 9. 

Chiswick Empire, which recently 
changed over from vaudeville to 
picture policy, now to stage Shake- 
spearean repertory. 

Cedric Hardwicke following up 
his successful autobiography by 
the publication after Christmas of 
‘The Art of Acting.’ 

Archie de Bear cannot make up 
his mind whether to do a revue or 
take contract from ‘Daily Express’ 
as their Radio critic. 

Lord Cromer, the English cen- 
sor, relents as far as Revudeville 
is concerned, maintaining produc- 
tions there are artistically done. 

Charles Cochran’ giving Jack 
Donohue’ surprise early morning 
phone call to come over to Man- 
chester to fix up dances in ‘Nymph 
Errant.’ 

‘In the Best of Families,’ an 
American resurrected farce, picked 
up by Fred Duprez on his last trip 
to New York, is doing big in the 
provinces. 

Charles Laughton stopping off at 
Havre, instead of going to London, 
to get a glimpse of himself in ‘The 
Private Life of Henry the Fighth,’ 
showing in Paris. 

Charles Cochran has_ disposed 
of the film rights of ‘Nymph Er- 


rant’ to Fox Films for nearly 
$100,000, which about covers cost 
of stage production. 

Reginald Fogwell (Nettlefold- 


Fogwell Productions), not to direct 
the Carl Brisson picture. Gaumont- 
British, who have releasing rights. 
to select own director. 

‘That's a Good Girl’ premiere at 
Leicester Square ___i theatre, now 
under Jack Buchanan management, 
drew the ritziest crowd in town, 
due to Buchanan’s popularity. 

Stanley Lupino renewed his con- 





tract with British International 





Pictures, with next film to be mu- 
sical adaptation from the German, 
in which Will Fyffe will be fea- 
tured. 
i i 
Gulliver 


Abrahams and Charles 
taking back the Hippo- 
drome, Lewisham, from Sydney 
Bernstein, and will play vaude- 
ville. Latter leased it for pictures 
and flopped. 

Monty Banks’ pictures, which he 
was to make for Italian company, 
in conjunction with British In- 
ternational Pictures, temporarily 
called off. Due to money not com- 
ing from Italy. 

Jack Payne taking several weeks’ 
vacation, with several members of 
his band out. Boys framing new 
aggregation, and intend calling it 
‘Jack Payne's Boys.’ But Payne 
not likely to consent. 

Management of Wyndham’'s the- 
atre, where Somerset Maugham’s 
‘Sheppey’ is current attraction, giv- 
ing free seats to West End hair- 
dressers. Play has _ hairdressing 
salon as opening scene. 

Ivor Novello will have three si- 
multaneous shows, when his latest 
comedy, ‘Sunshine Sisters,’ makes 
its West End debut in November. 
‘Fresh Fields’ and ‘Proscenium’ 
both seem going strong. 

Fred Sanborne after week in the 
Pavilion, Liverpool, held over by 
management to play Court theatre, 
operated by same management, 
also in Liverpool. But theatre was 
burnt out over week-end. 

A syndicate, with which Jack 
Harris, American band leader, is 
connected, is negotiating purchase 
of Monseigneur restaurant from, 
Jack Upson, and if deal material- 
izes Harris will lead orchestra. 


Berlin 


By Dr. Hans Bermann 





Winfield R. Sheehan staying a 
few days. 

Ferdinand Boon, 72, legit actor, 
died in Berlin. 

Arthur W. Kelly 
Left for Prague. 


Herbert Windt writing music for 
Terra pic, ‘Wilhelm Tell.’ 

_ Chancellor Hitler attended Ber- 
lin release of ‘Hitlerlad Quex.’ 


Lucie Hoeflich, famous legit ac- 
tress, will direct State acting 
school. 


M. Pichert, exec of Viktor Klein 
production, celebrated 20th film an- 
niversary. 

Henny Porten 
coast. Starting work on 
and Child.’ 

; Leipzig Supreme Court proceed- 
ings news-reeled. Fox showed first 
reel on evening of first day. 


Mafalda Salvatini, opera star, 
married Dr. Jurgis Saulys, Lithu- 
anian ambassador to Germany. Will 
quit stage. 

Frank Wysbar finished outdoor 
work for ‘Rivals of the Air,’ at 
famous’ gliding camp _ Rossitten. 
East Prussia. 

Kaethe von Nagy will star in a 
new Ufa production, ‘The Eternal 
Three Words,’ directed by Rein- 
hold Schunzel. 

Miss Halstead, Metropolitan 
Opera, New York, to sing ‘Venus,’ 
in ‘Thannhaeuser,’ Berlin State 
Opera, Sept. 30. 

Royalty accounts between au- 
thors, publishers and German stage 
corporation will be settled daily. 
State and municipal theatres @x- 
cepted. 

Karin Hardt and others” on 
board two balloons ascended at 
Neubablesberg for a scene in ‘Abel 
with the Mouth Organ.’ Drifted 
eight hours and landed safely. 


in from Paris. 


back from Baltic 
‘Mother 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 


Jack Goodwin comes in 
Scranton, Pa., to 
Scollay. 

Hobart Bosworth and the 
stopping traffic as the 
fiends gather. 

; Ben Gilbert takes himself a bride 
in the presence of a horde of theatre 
and newspaper folk. 

_ Eddie Zorn getting a royal recep- 
tion at banquet on his first visit 
since transfer to Springfield. 

Couple bright Charlies were in 
town — McCarthy, live-wire Fox 
publicity chief, and Einfeld, Warner 
ace, 

_Bob Sisk, convoyed by Charlie 
Koerner, showing surprising info on 
Bluff King Hal and his wives as he 
discussed RKO shop with the 
newspaper folk. 

Jack Stone, cousin of Colleen 
Moore, and Harry ‘Red’ Farren 
former Hollywood writer, off to 
Southern California on a month's 
vacation from local seribing. 

George Holland, in-law of George 
M. Cohan, and Sam H. Harris and 
& producer himself in past seasons, 
takes over the reins as dramatic 


from 
manage the 


Mrs. 
autograph 


Vienna 


By Erich Glass 





Parisian Lo Marjane attracting ag 
the Casino. 


Radio revival of Lorting’s ‘Unding 
gets excellent press, 


Karl Zuckmayer due here fom 
opening of ‘Kakadu-Kakada.’ 

Hansi Niese starring in new farog 
by the Golz twins at the Scala. 

Alexander von Zemlinsky turned 


Klabund’s ‘Circle of Chalk’ intg@ 
grand opera. 
Forced sale for dark playhousé 


‘Neue Wiener Buehne.’ Estimate 


30,000 bucks. 


Jaroslaw  Hilbert’s ‘World ig 
Crisis’ under contract at Landes 
theatre in Bruenn. 

Howard Hanson's opera, ‘Merry 
Mount,’ on offer with conductorg 


and opera managers. 

State’s Opera giving series of 
propaganda performances at spe« 
cially reduced prices. 

J. M. Reinhold Lenz’s ‘Soldiers,* 
one of Reinhardt’s favorites, being 
unearthed for Volkstheatre. 


After ‘Lady and Rainbow,’ Jean 
Gilbert getting Vienna production 
of ‘Mary Ann’ at the Buerger the- 
atre. 

Schnitzler’s ‘Liebelei,’ now due at 
the Theatre du Vieux Colombier in 
Paris, with Ludmilla Pitoeff star- 
ring. 

Rita Georg off to Paris to star in 
the world-premiere of Ralph Be- 
natzky’s latest, ‘Deux Sous de 
Fleurs.’ 

Sari Fedak here to star ‘Dinner 
at Eight,’ then off to N. Y. to at- 
tend premiere of her first Budapest- 
made talker, ‘Ysa Bella.’ 

‘Arabella,’ by Richard Strauss, 
forthcoming at the Royal theatre, 
Stockholm, and in French at the 
Operahouse, Monte Carlo. 

Volk Oper management, Leo 
Kraus-Koechel in financial difficul- 
ties, with Rainer Simons negotiating 
to try his luck as director there. 

‘Master Wenzel Declares War on 
Europe,’ by local dramatist, J. M. 
Heyser, scheduled for world prem 
at the Municipal theatre in Baden- 
Baden. 

Sil Vara’s ‘To Play wita Love,’ 
which failed here in 1919, to be re- 
vived at the Akademie under the 
Theatre Guild's title, ‘Cavrice.’ Her- 
terich producing. 

Paul Hartmann, after starring in 
talker based on Bernhard Keller- 
mann’s famous novel, ‘The Tunnel,’ 
and vacationing for a week in 
Ragusa, back in Vienna, all ready 
to appear at Burg. 

Max Pallenberg under contract to 
star six roles under Ray Goetz in 
New York, sailing from Cherbourg 
early November. Also Fritzi Mas- 
sary, Mrs. Pallenberg in private, in- 
vited to star in N. Y. in ‘Mother 
of Pearl’ and ‘Madame Pompadour.’ 


Prague 


A new theatre has been estab- 
lished in Prague bearing the name, 
‘Divadlio 34 (meaning that it is 
the 34th theatre established in this 
city). 

An usual sight in Prague, when 
two live camels were led through 
the leading streets of the city to 


advertise Ingram’s romantic Arab 
film, ‘Baroud.’ 
In papers of prominent Czech 


musician who died lately, has been 
found the original libretto of the 
opera, ‘Libusa,’ by Czechoslovakia’'s 
greatest composer, Smetana. 


V. Burian, famous Czech com- 
edien, appearing in his _ latest 
amusing film, bearing the title, 
‘Twelve Chairs,’ based on a Rus- 


sian novel by Ilf and Petrov. 

Premier Czech National theatre 
of ‘Girl in Brickmaking Establish- 
ment,’ by Olga  Scheinpflugova, 
Czech actress and authoress, plot 
similar to Shaw's play ‘Pygmalion.’ 

Marie Andergast, of the New 
German theatre in Prague, has 
broken her contract and has gone 
in haste to Berlin, in order to ac- 
cept a three-year engagement in 
the German Universal Film Com- 
pany of that city. 

Urania, the lecture and film in- 
stitute, is now negotiating with 
Rheinhardt to present his setting 
of Goethe's play, ‘Faust,’ as given 
in Salzburg and now in Vienna, in 
the New German theatre of 
Prague, under its auspices. 

At a conference of the ministries 
of the interior, foreign office and 
of commerce with representatives 
of the Czechoslovak film industry 
and of trade interests, it was de- 
cided not to grant a monopoly to 
the Movietone News. of America, 
allied with the A. B. Company of 
Prague, for the exclusive showing 
of topical sound films. 

‘Bartered Bride’ is Czechoslo- 
vakia’s most famous opera, and the 
coming big film event will be the 
presentation in leading play the- 
atres of Smetana’s great work 
The Barrandow studio has com- 
pleted its film of the ‘Bartered 
Bride,’ Svatopluk Innemann, regis- 
seur; musical leader, Joska Char- 
vat. Emil Pollert, of the Czech 
National theatre, leads in the role 
of ‘Kecal,’ assisted by Ota Hora 
kova as ‘Marie’ and Jaroslav Gleich 





editor of the Boston ‘American.’ 


as ‘Vaclav.’ 
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Corbin Patrick, crick of the ‘Star,’ 
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The Hague Madrid 
By M. W. Etty-Leal 
Dorle Jarmel gone home. 
Death, age 67, of A. M. Gorter, Antonietta Morales to- Paris, 
Dutch landscape painter. thence to Chauteau Madrid, Ha- 
Richard Tauber finished engage- vana. Maybe. 
ment with Fritz Hirsch and flew to re : 4 French company, including Andre 
London. Walkathon now in progress at fair H ll d meals a day in downstairs dining | Bauge, gone to Seville from Paris 
Paul .Jesener coming here, — 0 ywoo oom. , , to film ‘The Barber of Seville’. 
in Olga Gaier, leaving the lodge for Director Trotz, Cameraman Fune- 


brought out by Impresario Krauss, 
appearing in Schiller’s ‘Kabale und 
Liebe.’ 

Cor Ruys Company gave pre- 
miere in Amsterdam of Austrian 

lay ‘Die vier Mueller’ in Dutch 
version by Ruys. 

Another legit-company (spring- 
ing up like mushrooms) billing pre- 
miere play by Dutch author: ‘If 
they only knew,’ by Henk Bakker. 

New ‘Schouwtooneel’ company 
guccessful first night of English 
play, ‘The Subway,’ by Elmer Rice, 
translated into Dutch by Ko van 
Dyk. 

The Hague to get premiere of 
two new ballets designed by the 
Joos Ballet. ‘Prodigal Son’ and 
‘Seven Heroes’ (music by Purcell 
and Cohen), 

A film for ‘Safety First’ in traf- 
fic being shot in Amsterdam with 
a prearranged automobile collision 
in it, which was perfectly staged 
and nobody hurt. 

In Bosatan society an exhibition 
held of modern Balinese art; this 
island came to the fore lately as 
films of Bali rather in vogue now. 
Exhibition arousing great interest. 

Flemish legit Cy at Antwerp 
billing ‘The Flying Witch,’ a play 
by Ben van Eysselsteyn, journalist 
at The Hague, for premiere near 
future and reviving other play by 
same author: ‘Devil on Earth.’ 

Royalty more interested in stage 
and film; Princess Juliana and her 
father, Prince Consort, went to see 
Marlene Dietrich in ‘Song of Songs’ 
and to Fritz Hirsch Operetta for 
performance ‘White Horse Inn.’ 

Italian Opera Company engaged 
new stars in Italy for winter sea- 
gon, including: Sara Souderi (so- 
prano), Brevario, Fort and Beton- 
elli (tenor) and Reali and Piccioli 
(baritone), while Maestro Parenti 
will be conductor. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


Government’s tourist department 
compiling a transportation, hotel, 
show place, sightseeing budget, etc., 
guide for American visitors. 

Government proposes to stiffen 
regulations governing tourists tak- 
ing snap shots and home movie 
reels, as it has ascertained that most 
visitors, especially Americans, shoot 
ugliest Mexican scenes they can 
find, pictures which make a bad 
infpresh abroad. 

Delia Magana, Mexican actress 
who has appeared in several Holly- 
wood made Spanish ‘talkers’ 
wounded on the stage of a theatre 
in Torreon during a sketch called 
‘The Assailants,’ when an actor fired 
a pistol at her. Old story of not 
knowing that the gun was loaded. 

Picture house biz on the mend. 
Big modern nabe under construction 
here and a former ‘pink’ revue 
house is being remodeled as a 
cinema. Mexican interests have 
formed a company to build a picture 
palace in Queretaro City, the town 
where the federal constitution was 
drawn up. 

Big league bull fighting here next 
season still in doubt. Ace matadores 
and arena management still dead- 
locked over pay. Management of- 
fers $200 for a mat without the cus- 
tomary benefit performances during 
the season; bull slayers demand 
$1,500 a show and two benefits, pro- 
ceeds of which are all theirs. 


Indianapolis 


By Bill Kiley 





Ted Mack coming to the Indiana 
ballroom with his orch. 

Jerry Downer of ‘Jerry and Norm’ 
fs back on WFBM minus _his 
brother. 

Dessa Byrd, theatre organist here, 
is going to New York to visit Char- 
lie Davis and his wife. 

Musicians and stagehands at the 
Indiana are wondering if the pres- 
ent stage show is to be the last. 

Speedway 500-mile gasoline derby 
prize will be back to 50G’s next year 
after the grind this anno at depres- 
#10Nn prices. 

People are watching the moving 
word 50-grand electric sign of 
Kroger Grocery in the heart of the 
theatre district. 

Ohio is reopening with ‘Damaged 
Lives,’ a sexie, during medical con- 
vention in town—evidently inspired 
by an opportunist. 

Sliding scale pay for musicians 
looks like it’s washed up after a 
determined effort on the part of 
the unions to make it stick. 

RKO’s screening room on Film 
Row is being worked overtime by 
all the exchanges in an effort to 
get exhibs in a signing mood. 

Some of the boys are boosting 
Ace Berry, headman of the Indiana- 
Circle, to get his hat in the ring for 
mayor in time for spring primaries. 

A.’s office is going to try to 
change the city ordinance against 
dancing marathons to stop. the 


' 





is whipping the town on theatre 
news, being given the breaks by the- 
atres because he gives the stories 
a better play. 

Tom Long, of the Indiana, ar- 
ranged a private screening of ‘Once 
in a Lifetime’ for members of the 
Civic theatre cast who are opening 
the Playhouse with that opus this 
season, 

Radio programs were constantly 
interrupted during the Indiana 
prison break by Al Feeney, state 
police head, to warn of the flight of 
the ten convicts towards Indian- 
apolis. One listener looked out of 
his window to see the bandit car 
skid into a utility pole and escape. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Ben Fish, United Artists’ district 
manager, in town. 

Ben Bernie and band definitely set 
in at Orpheum for December. 

Irving Robbins quit as RKO ship- 
per to join parents in California. 

Clem Borland, now singing with 
Jack Malerich’s orchestra at Hotel 
Leamington night club. 

Art Johnson, local RCA Photo- 
phone representative, back on job 
after a week in Chicago. 

Verne Ingalls, Warner Brothers’ 
shipper, quit show business to enter 
undertaking establishment, 

Jack Levee here for National 
Screen Service, assisting Ed. Burke, 
manager of local exchange. 

W. A. Steffes reopening his St. 
Paul World theatre Oct. 14 after 
further extensive improvements, 

Don Gonzales, traveling name 
band, now playing two nights a 
week for dancing at local cafeteria. 

State here and Paramount, St.. 
Paul, Publix’s Twin City houses, 
now dating pictures simultaneously. 

Century theatre, Publix loop ‘A’ 
house, celebrated fourth anniver- 
sary under present name last week. 

Approximately $15,000 being ex- 
pended to improve Bijou, 1,300-seat 
loop fourth and fifth grind dime 
house. 

Bill Elson using independent ex- 
changes’ first-runs at*his 10 and 20c 
Seventh street theatre every Sun- 
day to Tuesday. 

John J. Friedl, Publix division 
manager, back in town from circuit 
tour just for half-hour to be pres- 
ent at radio broadcast. 

O. F. Danielson, promoted from 
ranks, new assistant manager at 
Orpheum, succeeding Jules Falk of 
Ft. Wayne, Ind., resigned. 

Lew Caskey and orchestra attrac- 
tion at Hotel Radisson’s Flame 
Room night club with 75c week day 
and $1 Saturday minimum. 

Ward S. Morse, manager of Leam- 
ington hotel and night club, who 
enjoyed wide theatrical acquaint- 
ance, dead following operation. 

Warner Brothers, which sold half 
of product to Orpheum here, have 
balance of pictures still unsold, the 
proposed deal with Publix being 
cold. 





Denver 


Wayne Ball returns from two 
weeks’ trip through Black Hills and 
Western Nebraska. 

Allied Pictures Exchange have 
signed to distribute Fowler Studio 
shorts here and Salt Lake. 

Adventure film made by Aloha 
Wanderwell on her trip around the 
world goes into the Victory Oct. 27 
for a week. 

Harry Owens, composer and 
bandmaster, goes into the Casanova 
at the Brown Palace hotel with his 
band. Will also broadcast from 
there. 

H. W. 
division ERPI, 





Dodge, gen. mgr. central 
spent his vacation 
in the mountains near here, and 
transacted business while here. 
D. H. Rulliffson, gen. sales mer. for 
the same territory, also spent sev- 
eral days here. 

Getting to be regular thing for 
United Artists to have pictures in 
two first runs at once. ‘Bowery’ 
goes into the Aladdin and Denver 
Oct. 12, while ‘Broadway Thru a 
Keyhole’ goes into the same houses 
Oct. 26. Makes four such dates for 
them here—a record. 

Eight exhibs were seen on the 
row arranging for pictures to show 
their constituents: J. C. Anderson, 
Ft. Morgan, Colo.; C. P. Graves, 
Boulder, Colo.; Everett Cole, Ala- 
mosa, Colo. (Mayor); Wm. Osten- 
burg, Scottsbluff, Neb.: Sam Kain, 
Pueblo, Colo.; Thos. Murphy, Ra- 
ton, N. M.; Mrs. Alma Evans, Craig, 
Colo., and Tom Love, Hanna, Wyo. 

Fred Bezold, manager of the Lo- 
tus, Fox house at Sheridan, Wyo., 
wanted to give the booker, Bill 
Agren, a few tips on how and what 
to book for Sheridan, so he hopped 
a plane and came to Denver. Bezold 
is an old hand at flying, having 
flown to Chicago to put in a day at 
the world’s fair, and was nearly 
wrecked last year on a trip to Cali- | 
fornia. Ran into a snowstorm. 








D. A. Doran here on his periodical. 

Leslie Banks springs in from Eng- 
land. 

Sonya Levien two-weeking it at 
Monterey. 

Zeppo Marx won't eat in his own 
cafe, the Brass Rail. 

Ken Hallam took the air in to 
tussle with Eddy Echles. 

Martin Gang bought a new car, 
with the law business not bad. 

Nobody has used the rubbing 
tables in the Selznick-Joyce office 
yet. 

Many a lad who came here on the 
Chief, returning east on a cut-rate 
bus line. 

Wine sellers are soliciting the film 
mob by phone, all claiming pre-war 
reputations. 

Every chatter writer in town try- 
ing to get the inside on the Max 
Baer divorce. 

William Powell and Richard Bar- 
thelmess te Palm Springs to bake 
out, and the temp there is 120. 

Gary Cooper flew to Helena, 
Mont., the old home town, Saturday 
for a two-week vacash on his ranch. 

Adolphe Menjou getting a flock of 
squawks over his articles on how 
many suits the well-dressed man 
should own. 

Broadway from Seventh to Tenth 
festooned with banners. Theatres 
in each block responsible. Loew’s 
State, Orpheum and _ reopening 
United Artists all thought of some- 
thing to celebrate. 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Jess Stafford taking his orch into 
the sticks. 

Red Plummer’s band into Athens 
Club, Oakland. 

Herman Wobber’s country estate 
badly damaged by fire. 

Tommy Harris into the Fox for 
a week with Ted FioRito’s band. 

John’s Rendezvous has opened a 
second eat-drink spot prior to re- 
peal. 

Tim Ryan and Irene Noblette 
turned domestic and bought a 
home. 

Max Lerner has left Rube Wolf 
and the Orph to warble for Abe 
Lyman. 

Elmore Vincent got frisky with 
a horse and is walking with a cane 
this week. 

Bob Lee and his frau are proud 
parents of a 8%-pound boy born 
last week. 

Adolph Umann managing the 
Port Chicago theatre, which is not 
in Ill., but Calif. 

Lou Williams new house manager 
of Fox succeeding Nat Blank, who 
has left for L. A. 

Jackie Coogan is yell leader at 
Santa Clara college now that foot- 
ball season is on. 

Katherine Hill back at her 
‘Chronicle’ drama desk after two 
weeks of no shows. 

FEF. M. Daniels and Richard Mel- 
ville have left Cinema Arts to open 
their own slide studio. 

Dinty Doyle leaves Oakland ‘Post 
Enquirer’ late this month for a 
jaunt to Chi and N. Y. 

Clarence Hayes has left NBC in 
favor of the Ambassador’s Cocoa- 
nut Grove, Los Angeles. 

Cliff Work has booked Ernest 
Hockwald’s 45 Georgia Minstrels 
for Golden Gate next week. 

Herman Timberg and Jr, landed 
a spot on MJB’s NBC program 
while playing the Orpheum. 

Frank Martinelli has all his Bal 
Tabarin waiters trained as stooges 
whenever he entertains guests. 

Looked like the machine age had 
set in at NBC when a half dozen 
new dictaphones were installed. 

Claude LaBelle acting in French 
in Baldwin McGaw’s ‘Left Bank’ in 
addition to his ‘News’ critic job. 

Wife of Claude Van Horn, S. F. 
film exchange mer., died suddenly 
of heart attack few days after 
daughter was married. 

Metro’s Sheriff Hickey in town to 
look over the run of ‘Dinner at 
Eight’ at the Columbia; Hal Elias, 
too, will hang around until it’s over. 

CBS news service has lined up 
correspondents on Stanford and 
California campuses, but relied on 
KFRC publicity staff to get what- 
ever news is important locally. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








ne Lee here on a business 
trip. 

Joseph Vaughey back in Denver 
and working. 

Tom Moore, Freeport, L. I., visit- 
ing his brother, Dick. 

Marion Greene, Alivista 
seen at a talker downtown. 

Thanks to John §S. Driscoll, Scran- 
ton, Pa., for gifts to patients. 

Nice to see Betty Blair in the 
‘up’ dining room three times a 
week. 

Toni Temple now uping for two 


lodge, 





new ozoning. Her siege here did 
wonders, 
Martha Growald, Stony Wold, 


Saranaced it for one day during the 
Jewish holidays. 

Mae Delany, one of our prize bed 
patients, left for New York City, 
she will ‘cure’ at home. 

Ben Schaeffer, seen downtown 
wearing a black derby, cane, spats 
anda new Sears Roebuck. 

Louis Rheingold, is sporting a 
new radio, a gift from Gladys 
Palmer and Tommy Abbott. 

Jack Nicoll, who is now Sea 
Viewing at that famous hospital, 
will undergo the ‘Rib’ operation. 

Archie Coulet, who did the trick 
has been given a two-month exten- 
sion at the lodge for the final check- 
up. 
John Louden, ex-lodge airer is 
now at 99 River St. John is hav- 
ing his tonsils stolen via Dr. Wil- 
son. 

Benway fell off the health fence, 
One month negative, the next it’s 
positive, one month in bed, the next 
on exercise. 

Are you writing to those that you 
know in Saranac and els2where that 
are sick. Boy that letter means a 
lot to them. 

Gladys Palmer, who did a three- 
year routine of bed here, left for 
Chicago, where she will undergo a 
change of ozoning. 

Alice Carman, back airing at the 
lodge after a three-month siege in 
Liberty, N. Y. She also saw a mess 
of French Lospitaling. 

Dan Astella, much under the 
weather, getting ready for a third 
operation, that boy has 100% grit 
and how he can take it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Barrett, Boston, 
Mass., week-ending here while visit- 
ing their daughter, Stella, who 
is routining it at the lodge. 

Every patient here wishes Jerry 
Vogel miles of good luck in his new 
venture ‘The Frank Crumit Song 
Co,’ Jerry has been cheering up the 
gang here for over five years. 

‘Oh You Wildcat,’ a local amateur 
show semi-packed the Pontiac 
showshop here. Benefit was for the 
D. A. V. Showfolks, Patients were 
welcome, thanks Mr. A. B. Anderson. 

Bert Ford who has been ozoning 
downtown for some time, complain- 
ing about losing weight, some one 
suggested that he change his cook. 
Bert thought that would be a good 
idea as he did his own cooking. 

Dr. Mayer’s latest comebacks for 
exercise are, Edith Cohen, half hour. 
Archie Goulet, one hour. Leo Mas- 
simo, half hour. Danny Murpiy, 
two hours. Johnny Laycock, un- 
limited. Salvador Ragone, half hour. 
Jack Casey, up one meal daily. 

Ford Raymond, Joseph Parker, 
Louis Rheingold, George Harmon, 
Harry Namba, Robert Faricy, Vic- 
tor Monroe, Dick Moore, Maurice 
Cohen, Fred Bachman, Dan Astella, 
Armand Monte, Mickey Walsh, Fred 
Buck, John Montalese, Tommy Ab- 
bott, are strictly bed patients. 


Loop 


David Sarnoff in town with the 
Marconi party. 

United Artists getting some fresh 
paint from B.&K. 

Lloyd Lewis-Sinclair Lewis play 
nearing the final correction. 

Kenneth Carpenter absenting him- 
self from NBC on a biz hunt. 

Donald gDarr of the Potomac Or- 
chestra in town to o.o. the Fair. 

Phil Baker rehearsing his vaude 
act for the Palace date next week. 

John Balaban hopped down to 
French Lick for some niblick prac- 
tice, 

Aaron Saperstein off sagain for 
Washington and the code confer- 
ences. 

A. J. Balaban dusted from the 
loop and by now settled quietly in 
Boston. 

Frank Dare looking up in new 
deal spirit now that the football 
season is back. 

F. N. Weber entering his 21st 
year as an Aurora-Chicago com- 
muter to B. & K. 

Charles Gilchrest aimost sang a 
mammy song over Ben Bernie’s de- 
parture for some Eastern vaudeville 
coin. 

Madeline Woods and Hazel 
Flynn helping out on the press 
work for the NRA ball and car- 
nival. 








30b 6 Kaufman writing poems 
about that night view down the 
boulevard from the Wrigley build- 
ing office. 

Mike Carr now with Fox Film 


exchange as country salesman, as- 
suming place yacated by death of 
George Levine. 

Eddie Solomon doing street 
ballyhoo for the new Mae West 
flicker and stealing the Legion pa- 
rade show for B. & K,. 

Jerry Henry of the NBC press of- 
fice here to Waterloo, loway, for 
the National Dairy show pickup on 


'the Farm and Home Hour. 








ken and Actor Baviera narrowly es- 
caped death while filming ‘Alala’ 
scene at Cape Sillerro, where large 
wave swept trio into the water. 
Don Parblo Casals, ’cellist, who 
turned down an invite to play in 
Germany because he no like Hitler’s 
anti-Semitism, appointed chairman 
of committee to study organization 
and artistic and educational possi- 
bilities of radio in Catalonia. 

Representatives of Madrid The- 
atrical Impresarios union and the 
Authors Society visited minister of 
labor asking for help from the gov- 
ernment, perhaps through a sub- 
sidy, to get through the new the- 
atrical season without too much in 
the red. 

Mother and daughter gave birth to 
two boys recently in the same ward. 
Nurse basketed the kids, but when 
she wanted to return them, she 
found she couldn't tell one from the 
other. Thus the daughter didn’t 
know whether she had her own 
child or her brother, and the mother 
also was in the dark as to whether 
she was weaning her son or her 
grandson. To top it off, the son-in- 
law went off the handle and wanted 
to know whether he was dishing out 
cigars for his son or his brother-in- 


Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 








Two fan dancers scheduled this 
week, 

Ruby Cahoe favoring a sprained 
ankle. 

Art Babich’s band shoved up to 
10 pes. 

Frank Tracy’s shows all look nite- 
clubby. 

‘Lady for a Day’ first holdover for 
a year. 

Ted Leary’s good deal back-fired 
in his face. 

Harper’s Circus still doing well 
on the road. 

Skip Dean writes that the M&M 
tent will quarter Oct. 14. 

Mary E. Duprey, 30, and Fletcher 
E. Jones, 26, married here. 

Paul Cholet says ‘talking acts’ 
for vaude are as dead as King Tut. 

Alice Joy had a full week of work 
here. Stage, radio and outside 
shows. 

Wilbur Chenoweth back at the 
Lincoln theatre organ for the first 
time in about five years. 

Don Burnett is called ‘Penny-ante’ 
—every time he gets up to sing 
somebody antes up a penny. 

Tracy Brown’s ork was a big click 
at the 25c Orph last week and is 
held over to back the new show. 

Gertrude Avery’s revue is doing 
one to three-day stands through 
Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and Minne- 
sota. 

Appliance show sporting a lot of 
free talent from town’s vaude shows 
cut in on some of the grosses last 
week. 

This mugg relieved of duties as 
dramatic-and-otherwise critic on the 
‘Sunday Journal and Star’—enough 
else to keep busy. 

There will be no broadcasting of 
football games up and down the Big 
Six until the depression lets more 
people in the gate. 

George Monroe has been jumping 
his Orph shows to Columbus in his 
house there for Sundays, to give 
them a full seven days. 

KFAB’s manager, Dee Dirks, re- 
cently made general manager for 
the KFAB-KOIL-KFOR chain, is 
figuring on moving his offices into 
Omaha, to get nearer the center of 
things. 

Norman Pragger comes out of the 
east to take over the post as pub 
man vacated by Bert Stern last 
week. Stern left for Oklahoma City, 
his old stand, to carry on for Cooper 
enterprises there. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Norman Frescott back in town 
for his almost weekly visit with 
Johnny Harris. 

Police have made the boys at the 
Club Rhythm take off their dresses 
for male attire. 

Bill Ferguson, M-G-M « iteer, 
in town for opening of ‘Linner at 
Eight’ at Nixon. 

Nixon, Pitt and Variety each 
have one of the Brannigan brothers 
in its backstage crew. 

Dorothy Dunne, former secretary 
to Alvin (legit) management, now 
handling press work for Pitt. 

Vince Josack, of Film Row, joined 
Hole-in-One club last week. Shot 
it on Schenley’s 206-yard No. 6. 

Ray Neyhart, with Summer Playe 
house this year, just named direc- 
tor of little theatre in Rome, Ga. 

First major production of season 
at Carnegie Tech drama school will 
be T’aul Green’s ‘Field God’ Oct. 27. 

Kenny Kenfield due back in town 

(Continued on page 64) 
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East 


Late Jean Malin died intestate. 
Letters of administration issued to 
his wife last week. Estate amounts 
to around $500. 


Marie Pettes, who was hurt by a 
fall the opening day of ‘Amourette,’ 
back in the cast. 

Evelyn Gosnell, former musical 
comedy actress, arrested in Port 
Washington, L. L, last week on a 
charge of second degree arson in 
connection with a fire in her 11- 
room home there. 

Frank Merlin, of the Little thea- 
tre, New York, puts on Louis Simon 
as stage director and general asst. 

Hal K. Dawson quits rehearsals 
of ‘The Curtain Rises’ to go radio. 

Jersey company gets permit to 
make applejack in anticipation of 
repeal. 

Lucian Arthur Jones, son of the 
late Sir Henry Arthur Jones, at 
Ellis Is!and, facing deportation on 
charge of irregular entry. 

Theodore Dreiser in White Plains 
court to enjoin Liveright from dis- 
tributing copies of his 24 novels. 
Complains new firm made no royal- 
ty arrangements with him. 

Warner Bros. will film, in its en- 
tirety, the ‘Romance of a People,’ 
Jewish pageant. For the benefit of 
the fund for Nazi victims. 

New York grocers advertise for 
orders for liquors to be delivered 
immediately after repeal. To permit 
patrons to beat the early stringency. 
All prices quoted plus taxes, since 
a hoist is anticipated. Scotch from 
$25 to $34 plus. American whiskies 
$68.50 per case of quarts. 

Newspaper club folds, but plans 
afoot to reorganize. Too few mem- 
bers and not sufficient income. 

Louis Kaplan of a Whelan drug 
store in Hoboken, pinched for offer- 
ing for sale Jan Gay’s ‘Let’s Go 
Naked,’ nudist subject. Alleged to 
be obscene. Sale is permitted in 
New York. Kaplan explained the 
book was sent with others from the 
New York headquarters and he had 
no alternative. 

Dr. Moskowitz of Theatre League 
bars resale of tickets among brok- 
ers. 

Case of Helen Menken, who is 
wanted for ‘The Drums Begin’ and 
‘Mary of Scotland,’ to be arbitrated 
by Equity. Verbal contract with 
Abbott & Dunning and in writing 
with the Guild, 

Ann Boland, who works at the 
Paradise, was socked on the jaw, 
she claims, by her spouse after nine 
days of being hitched. Her attor- 
neys have sued out a warrant for 
Victor Freshman, on a disorderly 
conduct charge. She is back with 
her mother, but refuses to discuss 
an annulment or divorce. 

Three N. Y. corporations appeal 
to Wasztington for a rebate on 1929 
income taxes. Formed to buy 
French estates to sell to picture 
stars and stars not interested, so 
they dropped $357,769. 

‘Kultur,’ anti-Hitler play, folded 
Sat. (7). 

Harry Lucenay, who owns a dog 
used in pictures and on advertising 
stunts, fined $10 in Yorkville court 
Wednesday (4) for permitting the 
pooch to run around unmuzzled. 

Meredith Howard, showgirl, is in 
court seeking a split from Albert 
Spurlock football coach. She once 
did Lady Godiva in a Winter Gar- 
den show. 

‘Prince Mike,’ otherwise Harry Ger- 
guson, out on probation on charge 
of illegally entering the country 
without a permit, okay for sound. 
Court tells him it’s all right to take 
vaude dates if he doesn’t kid the 
court or the government. He had 
part of a week at the Palace once. 

National Horse show at Madison 
Sq. Garden playing up it’s 50th an- 
adversary. Crashing plenty of space. 

Arthur M. Oberfelder of Denver 
in town to arrange for road troupes 
for the middle west. Tells he’s go- 
ing to try to revive the road. First 
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tour will embrace St. Louis, Kan- 
lsas City, Cincinnati, Indianapolis 
and Columbus. John McKee will 
be his second in the battle. 


Lafayette brought In 500 cases of 


medicinal cognac and Lily Pons. 
Photographed together. 
Roxy, A. C. Blumenthal, Nick 


Schenck and 3ernarr Macfadden 
join with socialites and state og - 
cials on a committee to give Marie 
Dressler a dinner at the Roosevelt 
tonight (Tues.). 

Barbizon Plaza Sunday Nights at 
Nine start Nov. 11. 

Elizabeth Miele halts production 





while her authorg revise. their 
scripts. ‘ 
Pola Negri back in town. Denies 


engagement to Harold McCormick. | 
Just a swell guy. 
N. Y. Plays Corp., the latest man- | 
agerial venture. William BB. Fried- 
lander producing. First play ‘Under 
Giass.’ 

Grace George convalescing, Bill 
Brady’s leg better and Tallulah 
Bankhead out of the hosp. 

Jack De Ruyter’s iawyers file a 
new set of allegations in his de- 
fense of Peggy Rich's breach suit. 
Smushes the report matter was be- 
ing settled out of ccurt. 

Newest is Association of Yiddish 
Theatre Agents and “ reasurers, To 
obtain NRA recognition. 

It’s $2.50 top for ‘Her Man of 
Wax,’ with $1.50 Wed. mats. 

Board of Estimate petitioned for 
permission to construct vehiculur 
and pedestrian tunnels under Rocke- 
feller Center. Planned to drive 
three-quarters of a mile of tunne)s 
under the three-block area to per- 
mit sub-surface deliveries and in- 
ter-building traffic without crowd- 
ing the street level. 

Dunhill to go in for liquor sales 
when. Company recently consid- 
ered addition of women’s wear to 
cigar stocks. 

Lew White, playing the organ in 
the Rockefeller Memorial church on 
Riverside Drive, supplied the music 
for ‘Romance of a People,’ Jewish 
pageant in Kingsbridge armory. 
Plays again tonight (Tuesday). 
Bertha Kalich, one of the fore- 
most Yiddish stars, now at the Rol- 
land theatre, Brooklyn. 

Imported Munich beer sold $2.20 
the case of six doz. 12 ounce bot- 
tles last week. But it was a Cus- 
toms sale and the buyer had to 
take 1695 cases. Bought by a hote! 
mati. 

Al Jolson announces he'll do one 
more for Warner Bros. and then 
take a belated honeymoon trip 
around the world. 

Stage and screen stars, including 
Kate Smith and George Jessel to 
auction tickets to the Phila. Symph. 
tomorrow (Wed.) evening. 

Theatre club presents’ today 
(Tues.) to Rachel Crothers. the 
medal awarded her last spring for 
‘When Ladies Meet.’ Out of town 
then and unable to take it. 

Two men held on charges of 
selling indecent magazines. Candy 
butchers in the Central and Re- 
public, burly houses. 

Kurt Jooss ballet for the Forrest 
theatre Oct. 30. Big shakes abroad. 
F. C. Coppicus managing. 


‘Gay Divorce’ to start its road 
tour in Wilmington Oct. 27. 

Jed Harris sets Oct. 20 for ‘The 
Green Bay Tree.’ 

Tommy Manville, Jr., finally 
makes up his mind and picks Mar- 
celle Edwards, show girl, for his 
fourth enlistment. Going to peeve 
several B’wayites, who gecently 


announced their engagements to 
the asbestos heir. 

John R. Steele, tenor, tells White 
Plains court he can't pay alimony 
to No. 1 because he’s so busy 
dodging deputy sheriffs with back 
pay writs he can’t keep his vaude 
jobs. And his income has dropped 
from $100,000 a year to nothing at 
all. Mrs. Steele III, the former 
Jeanette Hackett, in court to lend 
him her moral support. Decision 
reserved. 

Friars club finds temporary ref- 
uge in the Astor when the upkeep 
of the monastery necessitates re- 
moval. Cost $100,000 a year to 
run the old building, which was 
foreclosed recently. 

Mrs. Virginia Marvin Goodwin, 
formerly of the stage, asks separa- 
tion and alimony from Carl Good- 
win, commercial artist. Charges he 
was ‘loud, improper and intemper- 
ate’ and that he frequently caused 
her embarrassment by declarations 
of his love in public. Claims he 


abandoned her last month. 
William Hurlburt may come 
from Hollywood. to produce his 


own play, ‘Bride of the Lamb,’ re- 
cently completed. 

Chic York negotiating with Jo- 
sephine Baker for his contemplated 
revue, 

Tracy Kingman considering Sam 
Warshawsky’s ‘Woman of Destiny,’ 
which Ethel Barrymore had tied 
up for a couple of years. About a 
woman politician. 

Marquis Hank de la Falaise 
sailed Saturday on the Lafayette. 











for a contribution to a fund he was 
told Maurice Chevalier had con- 
tributed $100 when he sailed. Hank 
said he knew from that the man 
was lying and gave him a dollar. 
Majestic theatre, Brooklyn, to 
try the dollar top revivals idea. 
Hinted Gloria Swanson may be 


seen in the ‘Follies.’ 

Court action reveals the fact 
that Phila bootleggers have a 
union. 

Elizabeth Kempton, Brooklyn 


picture theatre usher, in a street 
car crash. Her startling resem- 
blance to Betty Compton Walker 
caused the report that it was the 
former mayor's wife, in town in- 
cognito, who was injured. 


Coast 


Proceedings underway by Frederic 
March and his wife, Florence Eld- 
ridge, to adopt Jacqueline Miller. 

Police have confiscated a machine 
gun belonging to Douglas Fair- 
banks, 

Gary Wright, actor, pushed a 
pseudo bandit in the chin and sent 
him sprawling in an alleged Holly- 
wood holdup. 

Police fired bullets into the tires 
on the auto of George De Richelavie, 
pic technician, in L. A., and then ar- 
rested him on alleged charges of 
drunken driving. 

Rajah Jai Prithvi Behadur Singh 
from his small Hindu kingdom giv- 
ing the studios a whirl. 

Col. Roscoe Turner and Hoot 
Gibson are planning personal ap- 
pearance tour. 

Helen Westley, N. Y. Theatre 
Guild actress, is visiting in Holly- 
wood, 

Alice Dahl, 19-year old actress, 
received $1,500 from Sam Manougin, 
truck driver, as a result of injuries 
received in auto accident. 

L. A. police warn against rack- 
eteers who say they’re on the in- 
side track in approaching persons 
desiring tango permits. 

Los Angeles post office inspectors 
arrested Louis Altman, said to be 
a Hollywood writer, on a charge of 
stealing letters from lock boxes. 

Clara Bow Genies rift between her 
and Rex Bell. Report originated in 
a dog gag. 

In a compromise judgment in L. A. 
Superior court, Gaylord Lloyd, 
brother of Harold, was awarded 
$15,000 in his $151,876 suit against 
Cadd, Howard Hughes and Richard 
Rosson. Lloyd sued for loss of an 
eye in a studio explosion, 

Richard Ralston Arlen, young son 
of Richard Arlen, film actor, and 
Gary Evans Crosby, young son of 
Bing Crosby, radio and film player, 
christened in Los Angeles. 

Robbery indictment returned 
against Martin Block and Russell 
B. Brown in the John Warburton 
disfigurement =_ case. Two had 
claimed they had been hired by Sy 
Bartlett, friend of Alice White, 
actress, to disfigure Warburton. 

Desire of Mira Adoree to fly in 
from Mexico City delayed the fu- 
neral of her sister, Renee Adoree, 
actress, who died Thursday (5) un- 
til Monday (9). 

Superior court jury in Los An- 
geles awarded Randolph Connolly, 
juve actor, $2,000 damages as result 
of injuries in an auto accident. 

Divorce in record time granted 
Dorothy Dunbar, actress, from 
Max Baer, fighter, in Juarez, Mex. 

Los Angeles police have accepted 
Warners’ offer of free use of the 
studio’s portable broadcasting set 
and motion picture lighting outfit 
in case of emergency. 

Divorce granted in Las Vegas to 
Mrs. Sarah Bixby Smith from Paul 
Jordan Smith, author. 

Lucy Doraine, Hungarian ac- 
tress, sues Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
for $100,000 damages, claiming 
false arrest. 

Marquis Henri de la _ Falaise, 
husband of Constance’ Bennett, 
leaves Hollywood for five weeks in 
France, including a visit to his 
place near Paris. 

Charges of fretfulness and in- 
difference won a divorce in Los 
Angeles for Ben CC. Hershfield, 
film exec, from Rita LeRoy, ac- 
tress. 

Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett, wife of 
the opera singer, appointed guar- 
dian in Redwood City, Calif., of 
three sons by a former marriage. 

Mrs. Jay Whidden in Santa 
Monica, Calif., denies reports she 
is contemplating divorce from the 
orchestra leader. 

Jack Coogan, Sr., father of the 
juve actor, is being sued in Los 
Angeles for $35,500 by Sylvia Dorf- 
man and Irving B. Linden, deaf 
mutes, as a result of an auto ac- 
cident. 

In an amended complaint in Los 
Angeles court, Mae Clarke, actress, 
in her $21,500 damage suit against 
Phillips Holmes, alleged that at the 
time of an auto accident the actor 
was intoxicated. 

3etty Kaege’s $250,000 breach of 











When approached with an appeal 


promise suit against Alan Dinehart, 





actor, dismissed with no settlement 
out of court, according to Dinehart’s 
Hollywood attorney. 

L. A. city council gets resolution 
demanding a $40 a chair license an- 
nually on tango games now operat- 
ing. 

Will of the late Mrs. Margaret L. 
Talmadge, mother of Norma, Con- 
staance and Natalie, left the estate 
valued ‘in excess of $10,000 to Con- 
stance, now Constance Talmadge 
Netcher. 

Grand jury investigation of death 
of Mrs. Tosca Isabel Roulien when 
hit by auto driven by John Huston, 
screen writer, postponed until this 
week. 

As a result of a Mexican govern- 
mental order ‘Jelly Bean’ Johnson 
and his Hot Harlem Revue were 
forced to leave Juarez. Order bars 
Negro and Chinese and other Asiatic 
entertainers, 

Montebello, Cal., has banned tango 
games, 

Prince David Mdivani has notified 
a Los Angeles Superior court that 
he will act as his own counsel in 
Mae Murray’s suit for divorce. 

Emmett J. Flynn, director, dis- 
missed on a drunken charge in Los 
Angeles. Lloyd Hamilton, comedian, 
fined on a similar charge. 

State industrial accident commis- 
sion of California has been asked 
to rule on a $5,000 compensation 
liability involved in the death of 
Jean Malin. Wife requests ruling. 


Mid-West 


Wounded by bandits during a 
holdup of a cafe, Yvonne Collins, 
singer, was in serious condition in 
Mercy hospital. 

Bill filed last week against Carl 
D’Kinsey, president of the Chicago 
Musical College, asking an account- 
ing of a $100,000 trust fund be- 
queathed to the school. Also asked 
to have him removed as trustee of 
fund, alleging he used $70,000 to re- 
model the Punch and Judy theatre. 

Grigsby-Grunow Radio company 
reported September best month for 
Majestic radios.ssince 1931, shipping 
over 51,000 sets in 30 days. 

‘Don Giovanni’ opera at Goodman 
theatre cancelled for one night dur- 
ing the Legion Parade because 
patrons couldn't cross the boulevard 
to get to the theatre. 

International play contest held by 
the Chicago Civic Players awarded 
first prize to ‘Pay Day’ by Jacob 
Pincus, Chicago attorney. 

Involuntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy filed against Chicago Musical 
College last week by five teachers, 
alleging salary claims of $14,000, 

Edgar Lebensberger, operator of 
the 225 Club in Chicago, found shot 
dead at home with a _ revolver 
gripped in his hand. 

Sally Rand won an order for a 
new trial last week, following her 
sentence to one year in jail and $200 
fine. Argument that won new hear- 
ing was statement made by one 
juryman that he had a terrific 
headache and had agreed to guilty 
verdict because he wanted to get 
out of stuffy room. 








Studio Placements 








(Continued from page 23) 


¥ Will James, author, to Play part 
in own yarn, ‘Smoky,’ Fox. 
Raymond Van Sickle, writing 
sequence, ‘Fox Movietone Follies.’ 
John Blystone, direct, ‘Coming 
Out Party,’ Lasky-Fox. 
Vince Barnett, ‘Madame Spy,’ U. 
Charles Irwin, Wallace Clark, 
Doris Lloyd, Allen Mowbray, ‘Long 
Lost Father,’ Radio. 
Dorothy Grainger, ‘Nana,’ UA. 
Douglas Walton, ‘Madame 
Spy,’ U. 
Fred 
Metro. 
‘Herman Bing, 
muller, ‘Hollywood 
Mona Maris, 
‘Viva Villa,’ Metro. 
Dell Henderson, Jerome Storm 
‘Pardners,’ Paramount. 
George Ovey, ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land,’ Paramount. 


Kohler, ‘Queen Christina,’ 
Johnny Weiss- 
Party,’ Metro. 
Joseph Schildkraut, 


Paul Hurst, ‘Frontier Marshall.’ 
Fox. 
Claude tillingwater, Geor ge 


Cooper, Bradley Page, Arthur Pear- 
son, ‘House of Murder,’ Col. 

Edward MecWade, Selmer 
son, ‘Fog,’ Col. 

Frank Conroy, Pat Collins, ‘Rod- 
ney,’ Radio. 

David Landau, Emerson Tracy 
Paul Nicholson, ‘Wild Birds,’ Radio. 

Lois Wilson, Skeets Gallagher, 
W arren Hymer, ‘In the Money,’ In- 
vincible. 

Barbara Kent, Donald Dillaway, 


Jack- 


William Farnum, Phyliss Barry, 
‘Marriage on Approval,’ Freuler- 
Monarch. 

Arthur Jarrett, ‘Let’s Fall in 


Love,’ Col. 


Lucien Littlefield, ‘Sons of the 






Chatter 





(Continued from page 53) 


first of month from Oil City to take 
charge again at Duquesne Garden. 

Bill O'Dell, Pittsburgh winner in 
Par’s ‘Search for Beauty’ contest, 
pulled out for coast last night (9), 

Mrs. John Maloney is tossing a 
stag birthday dinner for her better 
half, Metro exchange head, Satdee 
nite. 

Mort Blumenstock in town plot- 
ting campaign for ‘Footlight Pa- 
oT opening at Stanley Friday 

). 

Bill Zeilor, former mgr. Enright 
and now at Ambassador, St. Louis, 
called home to W. Va. by death of 
father. 

Eugene Dwyer, booker in Pitts- 
burgh UA office, has returned to hig 
post in the Washington (D.C.), ex- 
change. 

Magidson Twins home to cele- 
brate their 18th birthday and then 
off to Parkersburg, W. Va., to start 
new route. 

William Penn hotel’s chatterbox 
got away to a flying start by hav- 
ing season’s debs as guests of honor 
on opening night. 

Frank and Helen Stout, little the- 
atre lights here, due back in U. S, 
Nov. 1 on S. S. Saturnia after sev- 
eral months abroad. 

Friends here tickled with Karl 
Krug’s progress. He’s been named 
to Ed Finney’s post in UA’s New 
York publicity office. 

Metro had a camera crew here 
for couple of days shooting Crey- 
hound bus terminal for scenes in 
Montgomery's next ‘Transconti- 
nental Bus.’ Outfit across the con- 
tinent stops at all impertant bus 
terminals en route for a few shots. 


PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 8) 


around here, and ‘Dr. Bull’ at Fulton 
isn’t likely to be an exception, de- 
spite the competish. Off to excellent 
start and $5,000 should be easv. 
Vaudfilm going first-rate at Pitt, 
with current layout, ‘One Year 
Later’ on screen, a cinch for $5,000. 
Davis should pick up some of the 
week-end leftovers with a western, 
‘To the Last Man,’ maybe $2,250. 

‘Love, Honor and Oh Baby’ at 
Warner didn’t make a getaway up 
to recent Summerville-Pitts films, 
but this can probably be accountable 
to the fact that house is now day- 
and-@ating with Sheridan Square in 
East Liberty and inasmuch as nabe 
house has a 10c cheaper top, it’s al- 
most sure to take some trade away 
from the downtown spot. Warner 
heading for $4,000, just fair. 

Further competition along the 
main stem promised by Alvin when 
Harris Amus. Co. opens it as a first- 
run house won’t materialize for 
couple of months anyway. It'll take 
the contractors that long at least to 
get the house in shape. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)—‘To 
the Last Man’ (Par). Doesn't stand 
much of a chance amid such illus- 
trious surroundings this week but 
there should be enough trade for 
westerns around to give it a fairly 
presentable $2,250. Last week ‘De- 
luge’ (RKO) about $2,500. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15-25- 
40)—‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox). Will Rogers 
always a cinch at this site for a 
profitable week, and $5,000 should 
attest to that. Okay dough here. 
Last week ‘Her Bodyguard’ (Par) 
gave house a headache at $3,400. 
Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Dinner at Hight’ (MG). 
Biggest roadshow picture to hit town 
in couple of years, and $14,000 in 
first week is music in the air. 
Higher-priced ducats are a push- 
over, but cheap gallery seats are 
lagging. Stays a second week and 
a third is likely, too. 
Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) — ‘The Bowery’ (UA). Names 
will mean something and no reason 
why $14,500, very nice’ indeed, 
shouldn’t be the result. Last week, 
‘Stage Mother’ (MG) a case for the 
diagnosticians at $7,500, miserable. 
Pitt (Shaffer) (1,650; 15-25-40)— 
‘One Year Later’ (Indie) and vaude. 
It’s the stage that’s bringing ’em in 
here, and it looks like a $5,000 ses- 
sion, all right. Maybe it’s the novel- 
ty—they haven’t seen flesh here in 
a year and a half—and maybe it 
isn’t. If it isn’t, policy shows every 
sign of clicking. Last week, ‘Dance, 
Girl, Dance’ (Indie) and _ vaude, 
around $4,800. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) 
—Lady for a Day’ (Col). Good 
campaign for this one even if they 
couldn’t go through with the Apple 
Annie stunt. Picture has been in 
the air and word-of-mouth won't 
hurt it any either. Should reel off 





a nice $13,500. Last week, ‘Too 
Much Harmony’ (Par) slipped to 
$14,000 after a great start, but 


$14,000 at this stand can hardly be 
called a slip at that. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
—Love, Honor and Oh Baby’ (U). 
Not up to usual grosses turned in 
by Summerville-Pitts, but this is 
probably due to new policy day-and- 
dating Warner with Sheridan Square 
in East Liberty. Latter house will 
no doubt pull away some of the 
downtown trade. Around $4,000 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Golden Har- 





Desert,’ Roach 


vest’ (Par), sultry at $3,750. 
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MAY DEALY 
35, who 
brother Joseph once figured largely 
in vaudeville and supper rooms as 


May Dealy, with her 


ballroom dancers, died in St. Luke’s 
hospital, N. Y., Sept. 28 after a 
brief illness. 

The Dealys were among the first 
to popularize the afternoon the 
dansants, and when Vernon Castle 
enlisted in the aviation corps dur- 
ing the war they took over the Cas- 
tles’ band and toured the country. 

About 12 years ago the brother 
dropped out to manage a vaudeville 
string in Sullivan’ county, which he 
subsequently sold when the big 
chains were buying everything. He 
is now a theatre manager in Lib- 
erty, N. Y., from whieh point they 
hail. She is survived by three 
brothers. 


, WILLIAM SEYMOUR 

William Seymour, 82, for many 
years stage manager for Charles 
Frohman, died in Plymouth, Mass., 
after an illness of 10 days. 

He began his stage career in 
Edwin Booth’s theatre at 23rd st. 
and 6th ave. some 50 years ago. 
He played with Jefferson and other 
stars of the day and in 1898 was 
appointed general stage manager 
for Frohman, a position he held 
until 1918. A few years later, in 
1927, he retired. During his period 
of activity he was associated with 
most of the leading lights of the 
theatre and was widely known for 
the excellence of his work. 

He is survived by his daughter, 
Mrs. May Eckert. His wife, a sis- 
ter of the more famous Fanny Dav- 
enport, died in 1927. 


EDGAR LEBENSBERGER 


Edgar Lebensberger, 43, operator 
of the 225 Club in Chicago, found 
shot in the head with pistol in hand 
on Oct. 6. 

Lebensberger, left a fortune by 
his distiller father, Lafayette Le- 
bensberger, had previously been 
identified with the Sky-High Club 
before taking the 225 Club, where 
he played the bfggest names in 
show business. Was also planning 
to open the old Opera Club under 
the name of Mayfair on Nov. 5. 

Revealed after his death that Le- 
bensberger, a former aviation lieu- 
tenant, was named in a federal in- 
dictment for complicity in a mail 
robbery last December. 

Widow survives. 





RENEE ADOREE 


Renee <Adoree, 31, died at her 
Tujunga (Calif.) home Oct. 5 from 
a lung ailment. Player, who 
reached stellar heights in 1925 in 
‘Big Parade,’ had been living in 
Prescott, Ariz., since 1930, returning 
to the Hollywood environment eight 
months ago. Her last picture was 
‘Call of the Flesh’ for Metro. 

Miss Adoree, whose real name 
was LaFonte, was divorced from 
Tom Moore in 1925, and later from 
William §S. Gill, Hollywood agent. 

Miss Adoree’s start in the amuse- 
ment field began as a performer in 
her father’s circus in France. 

Actress is survived by her mother 
and brother in London and a sister 
in Mexico City. 


FRANCIS B&. REID 
Francis Ellison Reid, 66, for the 
past 17 years press representative 
for the Erlanger enterprises, and 


once dramatic editor of the N. Y. 
‘Herald’ collapsed in the lobby of 
the New Amsterdam theatre Oct. 


3, and died before medical aid could 
be summoned. He was on his way 
to his office. 


In addition to his Erlanger and 
Klaw & Erlanger work, he had 
served in similar capacity with 


Liebler & Co. and with Chas. Froh- 
man. He was widely known in 
newspaper circles. 

He is survived by his widow, the 


former Josephine Victor, and his 
mother, 
JOSEPH C. HOFFMEISTER 
Joseph C. Hofmeister, 66, one of 


Minnesota’s outstanding band lead- 
ers, died at his home in Springfield, 
Minn., Sunday, Oct. 1. For the past 
‘< years he had directed the Spring- 
field Orpheus band. 


His was a musical family; five 
of his nine sons are professional 
musicians Surviving alse are his 


widow and one daughter. 





HILDA FERGUSON 
Hilda Ferguson, 30, former show- 
girl, died of heart disease in New 
York, Sept. 3. She had been in one 


edition of the ‘Follies’ and in a 
‘Music Box Revue.’ She shared an 
apartment with Dot King _ until 


about a week before the latter was 
murdered. She is reputed to have 
been in pictures for a time, in the 
Sennett company. Her maiden 
name was Hildegarde Gibbons and 
the divorced wife of Robert B. 
Ugarte, a dentist. 


DAN DARLEIGH 


Dan Darleigh (Kaustin P. Park- 
er), actor and playwright, died in 
Willard State hospital, Syracuse, 
Thursday (3). He had gone there 
for treatment following the death 
of his second wife,, Lena Runner 
Darleigh, two months ago. Dar- 
leigh was best known for his play, 
‘Si Stebbins,’ in which he trouped 
for years. 

First wife was Hazel Burke, ac- 
tress, with whom he appeared in le- 
git and vaude. Funeral and burial 
at Plattsburg, N. Y. 


A. RUTGERS NEILSON 


Anthony Rutgers Neilson, 3rd, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Rut- 
gers Neilson, 2nd, died Wednesday 
morning, Oct. 4, at the Broad Street 
hospital, New York, from peri- 
tonitis. The father is attached to 
the film publicity department of 
RKO. 

Funeral services were held 
day morning (6). 


Fri- 


LOUIS PESCARA 


Louis Pescara, 45, band and or- 
chestra director, died in Lynn, 
Mass., on Oct. 2 as a result of eat- 
ing toadstools mistaken for mush- 
rooms. He was supposed to have 
been an authority on mushrooms 
and had picked baskets of the deli- 
ecacies on several occasions. 


RICHARD COOK 


Richard Cook, 66, former vaude- 
ville and circus man, died at his 
home Union Hill, N. J., after a long 
illness. He started on a Missouri 
river showboat. 

About four years ago he quit the 
stage and went to live in Union 
Hill. His wife died before him. 


LILLIAN ENGLISH 
Lillian English, teamed with her 
husband, Billy Zuhnu, committed 
suicide in Boston, Oct. 2. She had 
been appearing with him in small 
New England stands. 
Deceased was formerly married to 
Jean Bedini. News item appears in 
vaudeville section, this issue. 


AUGUSTUS T. WHALEN 

Augustus T. Whalen, 58, died un- 
expectedly in his Marlboro (Mass.) 
home Saturday. He was a mem- 
ber of the firm of Monahan & 
Whalen, owners of Pastime Hall in 
Marlboro, Lake Chauncy Park in 
Westboro, and Moseley’s on the 
Charles. 


MILLARD K. WILSON 
Millard K. Wilson, 43, died in 
Long Beach, Calif., Oct. 5, from in- 
juries in an automobile accident. 
Deceased was known as a marine 
expert at Paramount. Fox and Me- 
tro. 
TOWNSEND D. PAULL 
Townsend D. Paull, 35, killed in 
Los Angeles, Oct. 8. Found strangled 
in his bedroom and robbery evi- 
dently the motive. He had been on 
the New York stage before going 
to Los Angeles for screen work. 
Husband of Della Dean Orr, or- 
ganist and program director of 
WKEKBC, Birmingham, died in Hot 
Springs, Ark., Sept. 24, after a long 
illness. 





Mrs. Dora BeGole, mother of Mrs. 
George Weeks, died Oct. 4, Ann Ar- 
bor, Mich. Deceased was the moth- 
er-in-law of George W. Weeks of 
Mayfair Pictures. 

Elizabeth Miele, 
Oct. 5, 
Survived by 


Mother. 63, of 
died in Summit, N. J., 
lowing a long illness. 
eight children and a sister. 

Mother, 80, of Willard 
at the Beverly Hills, Cal 
her Oct. 7. <A daughter 
survives. 


Mack, died 
home of 
son als« 


Father, 73, of 


died in Los Angeles, 


Louise Fazenda 
Oct. 8. 


| been held over at the Variety 


fol- | 


OLD COMIC TOPS STRIP 


‘Sliding Billy’ Wakes ’Em in Pitts- 
burgh and Is Hold Over 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 9. 


‘Sliding Billy’ Watson, veteran 
burlesque comic making his first 
appearance here since 1924, has 


for 
a second week. Surprise click of 
old-timer with George Jaffe’s stock 
troupe led to holdover. 

It’s the first burley ‘name’ that 
Jaffe has had since he reopened the 
Variety six weeks ago after a four- 
month shutdown. 


MRS. |. H. HERK FIGURES 
IN DOWN EAST VENTURE 


Worcester, Oct. 9. 


Another attempt to make a go 
of burly will be made in Worcester 
Oct. 16. Papers transferring the 
old Worcester theatre from the 
Spencer Savings Bank to Mrs. 
Lola (I. H.) Herk of New York 
were recorded here Saturday. 

Mrs. Herk will assume a $30,000 
mortgage held by the bank and 





will also pay the back taxes. 
About $2,000 will be spent on re- 
pairs. Edward Ryan will manage 


the house. 

The last few attempts at burley 
here have put the promoters in the 
red. 





Two More Troups Added 
To Cleveland Burleys 


Cleveland, Oct. 9. 


Jarren Irons and Edward Flan- 
nigan, who also operate burly at 
Terminal, have set up another bur- 
lesque company at the New Roxy, 
with George Young as house man- 
ager and producer. 

Stock cast includes Hal Rathbun, 
Benny Bernard, Ann _ Valentine, 
Ruth Darling, Patricia Kelly and 
Joanna Slade. 

Irons and Flannigan trying out 
the first graduated ticket scale for 
any burly house here, besides intro- 
ducing noon shows. Five acts of 
vaude also sandwiched in between 
continuous performances. First 
show from 10:30 to noon is 20 cents; 
12 to 6, 33 cents; 6 to 11, 40 cents; 
with midnight shows at 50 cents. 

Dave Lederman, lawyer and the- 
atrical promoter, is planning to open 
another burly house around Nov. i 
with a 20-cent top for all seats. 
Lederman and George Young were 
formerly associated in  burlesk 
project at old Gaiety last year but 
split up. 





Tab’s 16 Loew Weeks 


‘Student Prince’ tab, revived by 
the Shuberts and staged by the 
William Marris office for picture 
houses, has been optioned for 16 
weeks by Loew. 

Opens Nov. 10 at 
Baltimore. 


the Century, 





MILT SCHUSTER’S BOOKINGS 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 

Milt Schuster office last week 
placed Wava White, Willie Gordon 
and Georgia Clarke into Hon Nick- 
els Gayety in Baltimore. Sent 
Mickey Steele to the Lyceum, Co- 
lumbus; Jerri McCawley to Irving 
Place, N. Y. 

Dauphine in New Orleans drew 
Sammy Weston, Louise Grantleigh, 
Vera Thorne, Peggy Moore, Irene 
Sutton, Dorothy Deegan, Newton 
and Galimore. Ann Lee went to the 
Fine Arts, Detroit; Al Weber in 
Avenue, Detroit, and Walter Smith 
for the Terminal, Cleveland. 





BURLEY 0. K. IN MPLS. 
Minneapolis, Oct. 9. 

Receding in its demands, the stage 
hands’ union here has waived its 
requirement that two weeks’ salary 
be posted in advance by Harry 
Hirsch for his burlesque stock com- 
pany at the Gayety. In consequence, 

the house will reopen this week. 
Under the terms of an agreement 
between the union and Hirsch, the 
latter will pay a lump sum for all 
stage services, with the partici- 
pants apportioning it as they 
| fit. A settlement will be made daily 


CIRCUSFS 


For Current Week (Week Oct. 9) 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 


Tyler 10 
Taylor; 14 





See 


| 

Oct. { Corsicana 1], Wace 
| 12 Temple; 13, Austin, lf 
‘San Antonio, 





H-W Top Circus Grosser; R-B&B 


Fair: Carnies Deader Than Ever 





HAGENBECK BEATS R.B.&8. 


Going Stronger in South and Will | 


Keep Going 
Birmingham, Oct. 9. 
With circus business improving 


since the shows have hit the South 
closing dates are still a little un- 
certain. However, the tentative 
closing date for the Ringling show 
is set for Oct. 25 at Miami. Hagen- 
beck- Wallace show is jamming and 
packing them every night and show 
will probably stay out as long as 
the weather permits and there are 
enough dates. 

The Wallace show at Montgomery 
last Saturday (30) played to such 
a packed tent that the horse race 
had to be called off, according to re- 
ports. Business with the Ringling 
show is improving. Show did mod- 
erately good here Tuesday (3) and 
heads for Tennessee and Georgia. 


PLUMBING TAKES ITS 
TOLL IN CARNEY FIELD 


Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 

After playing two days at the 
Washington and Hill lot, Miracle 
Midway and Circus, carney operated 
by Jack Stanley under a Native 
Sons and Daughters auspices, folded 
Monday (2). Crowd was _ turned 
away by an announcement that 
there was trouble with the lights 
that night, but show failed to re- 





open. 
Shutdown was because the city 
health department decided there 


was not sufficient sanitary facilities 
and the promoter couldn’t install 
the fixtures. 


_—— 


Pyle Gets Press Snub 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 
Due to C. C. Pyle’s treatment of 
newspaper men, Ripley’s ‘Believe It 
Or Not’ concession will probably 
leave Chicago the most disliked 
outfit at the Fair. Pyle was in con- 
stant controversy with newspapers 
and turned down every newspaper 
pass, even to the working press. 
Many of the men on syndicates 
have turned in their passes and re- 
fused to go near the joint. 
Reported that Bob Ripley 
nothing about the affair. 





knows 





LEAPER BREAKS LEG 
Buffalo, Oct. 9. 

Jack Parkhurst, negro parachute 
jumper, suffered a broken leg and 
had a narrow escape from death 
when he landed in a field Sunday 
after an exhibition jump. 

Parkhurst who has over two hun- 
dred jumps to his credit had trouble 
with his parachute and after land- 
ing in a plowed field was dragged 


along the ground. He has been 
making exhibition jumps Sundays 
during the summer at the Becker 


airport here. 


CARNIVALS 


For Current Week (Week Oct. 9) 


Bar-Brown: Maryville. 
Barker, J. L.: Morehouse 
Bee, F. H.: Athens, Ala 

Big State: Huntsville. 

Bunts Greater: Camden. 
Cetlin & Wilson: Danville, Va 
Dodson’s World Fair: Tupelo 
Gibbs, W. A.: Humboldt 
Golden Valley: Whitesburg 
Great Lyr'c: Providence 


Greenland Expo.: Marks 
Hamilton, Tom: Gloster 
Hansen, Al C.: Macon 


Gloucester 
Norfolk, Va 


Howard Attrs.: 
Jones, Johnny J.: 
Krause Greater: Rock Hill, 8, C 

Landes, J. L.: Conway Springs 

Lang, Dee: Jonesboro 

Leggette, C. R De Ridder 

McFarland, Ed Grapevine | 
Mighty Sheesley Midway \ 


Petersburg 


Miss. Valley No. 1: Donaldsonville 

Miss. Valley No. 2: Mansfield 
Miss. Vailey Ne San Augustine | 
Model Shows of Amer Concer 
Monumental Am. (C+ Hel Au 
Naill, C. W Monroe, La | 
Royal Palms Monroe | 
Royal American: Columbus | 
Shugart I De Witt | 
Williams Great Lawrenceville } 
World of Mirtl Raleigh, I ( | 


Yellow tone Artesia } 


+ 


Oct 9. 


with 
but 


Chicags 

Outdoor season winds up 
some smiles for the 
only gloom for the carnivals. Lat- 
ter are slowly passing out of the 
amusement picture, each year more 


circuses 


and more communities banning 
their appearance within the city 
limits 

Hagenbeck-Wallace show was 


the big winner of the season, show- 
ing its largest gross in years. Clyde 
Beatty accounted for the great bulk 
of the take 

Ringling 
business, doing 
west. Chicag« 
disappointment the 
proving too stiff 
no help as had 
Burma giraffe-neck 
no go at the ticket-windows, fail- 
ing to repeat on the trade that the 
year before had been done by the 
Duck-bill women. 

Smaller indie truck were 
all in better shape this year than 
last, most of them reporting in- 
creased trade due to lowered ad- 
mission. Hagenbeck-Wallace cir- 
cus was particularly strong for ad- 
mission reduction, playing up that 
25ec ticket for children Which 
counted at the box-office, the cheap 
kid ticket bringing many adults to 
the window. 


was spotty in 
better east than 
engagement was a 
World's Fair 
competition and 
been expected 
women proved 


trick 


shows 


BUST IS OHIO RODEO 


Cinennati, Oct. 9. 

On hand for lack of funds are 
some of the 100 or so cowboys and 
cowgirls and their stock who were 
entangled ia the flop here last week 
of Fred Beebe’. ‘original world 
series’ rodeo, scheduled for nightly 
and three afternoon performances 
at Redland Field from Sept. 30 to 
Oct. 8&8. 

It was a shoestring promotion and 
blew up Wednesday (4) when the 
matinee was canceled, with a couple 
hundred cash customers in the 
stands and none of them getting a 
refund. Several hundred additional 
people who bought tickets for later 
exhibitions also were stung. 

Show, first of its kind attempted 
here, received a surprisingly large 
amount of free publicity from the 
local dailies, the press splurge ex- 
tending through several weeks. 
Chilly weather was a detriment to 
night attendance and the first day’s 
biz gave warning that the thing 
wasn't taking with the public. Then 
started a series of attachments on 
the box office. 

Besides the rodeo participants, 
those who took it on the chin finan- 
cially for the brodie were the Cincy 
3aseball club, newspapers, program 
publishers and advertisers, press 
agents and a native good fellow 
who put up about $500 for rail 
transportation costs and other ex- 
penses to get the thing under way 
at the last rv ‘rute. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIKCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSLE ONLY 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St.. New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS. Boxed, Post- 
paid, for 


One Dollar 
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eShoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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